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Secretary's  Office,  Dec.,  1843. 

To  the  President  of  the  Senate 

and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  Report  and  Tables, 
prepared  in  conformity  to  the  Act  of  1842,  "  relating  to  the  Reg- 
istry and  Returns  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths." 

REPORT. 

The  duty  of  the  Secretary,  under  the  Registration  Act  of 
1842,  is  twofold,  and  relates  1st,  to  the  Town  Clerks;  and  2d, 
to  the  Legislature. 

I.      As  RELATING  TO  THE  ToWN  ClERKS. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  prepare  and  furnish  to  the  town 
clerks  blank  forms  of  returns,  in  accordance  with  the  details  of 
the  act ;  to  accompany  those  forms  with  the  needful  explana- 
tions and  instructions  ;  and  generally  to  do  whatever  may  be 
required  to  carry  into  effect  all  the  objects  and  provisions  of  the 
several  laws  which  relate  to  this  matter. 

In  discharging  this  portion  of  my  duty,  I  prepared  and  for- 
warded to  the  clerk  of  every  town  and  city  a  blank  form  of 
return  in  April  last,  accompanied  with  the  following  Circular 
Letter  of  instructions,  and  the  forms  therewith  connected  : 
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{^Circular,) 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


Secbetabt's  Office,  Boston,  April  10th,  1843. 
To  the  Town  Clerk  : 

Sir, — In  conformity  with  the  Act  of  March  3,  1842,  (which 
is  hereto  annexed,)  I  transmit  herewith  a  blank  form  of  Return 
of  the  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  which  shall  have  occurred 
in  your  town  for  one  year,  ending  May  1,  1843.  The  manner 
in  which  this  blank  is  to  be  filled  up  and  signed,  needs  no  ex- 
planation. The  Return  must,  by  law,  be  made  during  the 
month  of  May,  or  the  Clerk  incurs  the  penalty  of  $10  for  neg- 
lect. Last  year  35  towns  neglected  to  make  Returns.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  present  year  may  find  every  Clerk  prompt  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Besides  filling  the  enclosed  blank,  the  law  requires  every 
Town  Clerk  to  send  to  the  Secretary,  at  the  time  above  named, 
a  certified  copy  of  his  record  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths 
for  the  year. 

You  will,  therefore,  please  forward  an  exact  and  certified 
copy  of  your  record.  Nothing  short  of  this  can  be  taken  to  be 
a  proper  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Statute ; — and 
from  nothing  else  can  any  safe  conclusions  be  drawn  in  regard 
to  needful  reforms  in  our  system  of  registration. 

In  keeping  your  records  for  another  year,  you  will  find  it 
expedient  and  convenient  to  record  the  Births,  Marriages  and 
Deaths  in  separate  volumes — ruled  for  the  purpose.  I  enclose 
a  specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  each  volume  might  be  ruled 
and  kept  so  as  to  furnish  the  information  desired  by  the  law, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  enable  you,  each  year,  to  prepare  a  clear 
and  intelligible  copy  of  the  record. 

The  Town  Clerks  will  find,  on  looking  into  the  Revised  Stat^ 
utes,  (Chapters  16th  and  76th,)  that  the  citizens  are  bound  to 
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make  returns  to  them  of  all  BirthS)  Marriages  and  Deaths.  An 
increased  attention  to  these  legal  requirements  will  be  the  natu^ 
ral  result  of  a  proper  effort  on  the  part  of  town  officers  to  en^ 
force  the  law.  There  is  not  a  town,  probably,  in  the  Common-* 
wealth,  which  has  not,  at  the  present  tune,  a  just  claim  of  hun- 
dreds of  dollars,  upon  delinquent  parents,  &c.  A  few  exactions 
of  the  penalty  would  give  universal  efficacy  to  the  statute,  and 
result  in  great  and  general  benefit. 

Regarding  this  matter  as  one  of  great  importance,  I  trust  that 
you  may  coincide  in  my  opinion,  and  do  all  in  your  power  to 
perfect  your  record  and  return. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  BOLLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


An  Act  relating  to  the  Registry  and  Returns  of  Births^  Mar^ 

riages  and  Deaths. 

Sect.  1.  The  Clerks  of  the  several  towns  and  cities  in  the 
Conunonwealth  shall,  annually,  in  the  month  of  May,  transmit 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  a  certified  copy  of  their 
record  of  the  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  of  all  persons  with- 
in their  respective  towns  and  cities,  which  may  come  to  their 
knowledge ;  shall  state  the  number  of  Births  and  Marriages, 
and  the  number  of  Deaths,  with  the  name,  sex,  age,  (and  if  an 
adult  male,  the  occupation,)  and  the  names  of  the  diseases  of 
which  all  persons  have  died,  or  are  supposed  to  have  died,  to- 
gether with  the  cause  or  causes  of  the  death  of  all  such  deceas- 
ed persons,  so  far  as  they  may  be  able  to  obtain  a  knowledge 
of  the  same  from  physicians  or  others ;  and  any  Clerk  who 
shall  neglect  to  make  such  Return,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered  for  the  use  of  any  town  or  city 
where  such  neglect  shall  be  proved  to  have  existed. 

Sect.  2.  The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  prepare 
and  furnish,  to  the  Clerks  of  the  several  towns  and  cities  in 
this  Commonwealth,  blank  forms  of  returns,  as  herein  before 


viii 

specified,  and  shall  accompany  the  same  with  such  instnicti<Aia 
and  explanations  as  may  be  necessary  and  useful ;  and  he  shall 
receive  said  returns,  and  prepare  therefrom  such  tabular  results 
as  will  render  them  of  practical  utility,  and  shall  make  report 
thereof  annually  to  the  Legislature,  and  generally  shall  do  what- 
ever may  be  required  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects  of  this  Act, 
and  of  the  several  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes  not  incon- 
sistent with  this  Act 


FORM  OF  RECORD  OF  MARRIAGES. 


No. 

Date 

of  BCar- 

riage. 

Names  of  both  Groom  and  Bride. 

Ages  of 
each. 

Color  of 
each. 

The  Town  to  which 

each  belonged  at  date  of 

Marriage. 

1 

S 

3 

4 

5 

6 

FORM  OF  RECORD  OP  BIRTHS. 


Chri..«gga™^of 

The  N«i««  of  Ih. 
Panau. 

SBZof  the 

child. 

Halt 

Female 

Binh. 

1 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

FORM  OF  RECORD  OF  DEATHS. 


Dale  of 
Dealh. 

Nune  of  De- 

.. 

Sex. 

CauMof 

No. 

rra 

Mai. 

Dy.. 

Male 

Female 

De.Ui. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

In  reply  to  this  circular,  and  the  form  of  return  which  went 
with  it,  I  received  returns  from  238  towns  during  the  month  of 
May,  and  from  67  towns  at  a  later  date ;  so  that  in  all  296 
complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent.  From  thirteen  towns,  with  a  population  of  26,106,  no 
returns  had  come  in  when  the  tables  were  prepared.  -  This  is  a 
decided  gain  upon  the  preceding  year,  when  thirty-Jive  towns, 
with  a  population  of  76,664,  were  delinquent. 

In  compliance  with  my  directions  many  town  clerks  sent  ex- 
act copies  of  their  records.  But  there  is  no  uniform  method  of 
keeping  these  records,  and  some  are  so  kept  that  copies  cannot 
be  furnished. 

I  felt  great  doubt  as  to  my  authority  to  direct  or  prescribe  a 
uniform  method  of  registration  ;  but  as  the  circular  will  show, 
I  suggested  a  form  which  might  be  conveniently  adopted,  and 
urged  it  upon  the  attention  of  town  clerks. 

These  municipal  officers,  as  a  body,  seem  deeply  interested 
in  the  subject  matter  and  object  of  the  laws  relating  to  births, 
marriages  and  deaths.  But  they  uniformly  complain  of  the 
defects  in  those  laws,  and  the  general  disregard  of  their  provi- 
sions. And  their  complaints  are  well  founded.  For  my  own 
views  upon  this  subject,  I  would  respectfully  refer  the  Legisla- 
ture to  my  first  Report,  made  in  Feb.  1843.  For  the  views  of 
the  town  clerks,  an  examination  may  be  made  of  their  letters 
contained  in  the  tabular  portion  of  this  report,  (pp.  12-31.)  I 
would  also  refer  to  the  elaborate  and  very  valuable  communi- 
cation of  Lemuel  Shattuck,  Esq.,  which  follows  the  tables,  and 
exhibits  the  results  of  that  gentleman's  researches  upon  the  en- 
tire subject  of  Vital  Statistics. 

II.      As  RELATING  TO  THE  LeOISLATUEE. 

The  law  requires  the  Secretary  to  receive  the  returns  made 
by  the  town  clerks,  and  prepare  therefrom  such  tabular  results 
as  will  render  them  of  practical  utility,  and  make  report  there- 
of to  the  Legislature,  and  generally  to  do  whatever  may  be  re- 
quired to  accomplish  the  design  of  the  laws. 

In  obedience  to  this  portion  of  the  act,  after  consultation  with 
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Tarioiu  scientific  gentlemen,  I  have  prepared,  or  caused  to  be 
prepared,  either  in  this  office  or  under  the  direction  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  medical  faculty,  the  tables  which  are  hereto  annexed, 
and  which  are,  perhaps,  as  good  a  result  as  could  reasonably 
be  expected  from  such  imperfect  returns  as  have  been  received. 

The  first  Table  (p.  1,)  exhibits  in  separate  lists  the  yarious 
towns  which  have  made  returns,  in  season  or  out  of  season,  or 
which  have  wholly  failed  to  comply  with  the  law.  It  will  be 
perceived  that  all  the  towns  in  the  several  counties  of  Suffolk, 
Essex,  Norfolk,  Dukes  and  Nantucket  have  made  returns,  while 
all  the  other  counties  are  more  or  less  delinquent. 

The  second  Table  (p.  6,)  contains,  firsts  a  general  statement 
of  the  whole  number  of  marriages,  births  and  deaths  contained 
in  the  returns,  county  by  county,  giving  the  entire  population 
of  each  county  from  the  U.  S.  Census  of  1840,  and  the  number 
of  people  in  each  county  employed  in  the  different  leading  oc- 
cupations and  pursuits,  and  the  population  of  towns  that  have 
made  no  return;  and  second,  (p.  6-11,)  ^  detailed  statement  of 
the  population  of  each  town  in  Massachusetts,  with  the  whole 
number  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  recorded  in  each  during 
the  year  ending  May  1,  1843. 

The  second  portion  of  this  table  contains  abundant  foot-notes, 
which  will  reward  a  careful  examination. 

llie  third  part  of  table  2d  contains  the  aggregate  of  births, 
marriages  and  deaths  for  the  two  years  of  1841-2  and  1842-3, 
and  exhibits  the  comparative  numbers  of  each  class  of  facts  for 
those  two  years.  Then  follow  several  letters  from  town  clerks, 
containing  practical  hints,  or  facts,  worthy  of  notice. 

The  third  Table  (p.  32,)  is  a  synopsis  of  those  whose  occu- 
pations are  given  by  the  town  clerks  in  their  returns  of  deaths, 
showing  their  ages,  and  the  approximate  average  longevity  of 
each  occupation. 

Table  four  (p.  35,)  exhibits  by  counties  the  number  of  deaths, 
male  or  female,  returned  for  each  month  in  the  year,  and  the 
age  at  which  every  such  death  occurred,  with  a  recapitulation 
(p.  48,)  showing  the  whole  number  of  deaths  returned  as  hav- 
ing occurred  in  each  month  for  the  whole  State. 
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TaUe  five,  prepared  by  A.  A.  Gould,  M.  D.,  contains  a  clas- 
sification of  the  causes  of  death  stated  in  the  returns,  arranged 
by  counties. 

TcAle  six,  prepared  by  the  same  able  and  careful  hand,  is 
another  nosological  classification,  and  shows  in  what  seasons 
of  the  year,  and  at  what  periods  of  life,  each  particular  disease 
proved  fatal. 

Next  after  the  tables  follows  the  communication  of  Mr.  Shat- 
tuck,  to  which  reference  has  been  already  made. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  again  beg  leave  to  express  the  convic* 
tion  that  until  some  changes  shall  be  made  in  the  existing  laws, 
no  Secretary  can  reasonably  expect  to  obtain  returns  which 
will  be  of  much  practical  utility. 

Hoping  that  this  most  interesting  and  important  subject  will 
be  made  the  subject  of  special  consideration  by  the  Legislature, 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  BOLLES,  Secretary. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


TABLE  I. 

.  A  IaH  of  ToumM  tdbtdk  madt  RdiwmB 
riod: 


the  prticnbed  pe- 


2.  AIM  of  Towns  from  whuk  JUbamt  were  rteehed  qfler  the 

praienbed  penod : 

3.  The  ^^ame»  qf  Townt  which  fmkd  to  make  Bdvme  Itfort 

Report  waepnpartd: 

4.  RecapUukdion. 


1. — List  of  Towns  which  made  Returns  within  the  time  pre* 

scribed  by  law. 


SUPPOTiK. 

MIDDLESEX. 

MIDDLESEX— OmluiU 

Boeton, 

Acton, 

Stow, 

^■Oi^Xe^L 

Ashby, 

Tewksbunr, 
Townsend, 

Bed^^d, 

ESSEX. 

Billerica, 

Waltham, 

Ainesbory, 

Bozborougfa, 

Wayland, 

Beverly, 

Brifl^ton, 
Bunin^n, 

IVestiwd, 

Boxfoni, 

Weston, 

Danven, 

Cambridge, 

Wilmington, 

Georgetown, 

Charlestown, 

Wobum, 

Gloucester, 

Chelmsford, 

38-Somerville. 

Hamilton, 

Concord, 

Haverhill, 

Dracut, 

WORCESTER. 

Ipswich, 

Dunstable, 

Ashbumham, 

Lynn, 

Framingham, 

Athol, 

Lvnnfield, 
Manchester, 

HoUiston, 

Auburn, 

liincoln, 

Barre, 

Marblehead, 

Littleton, 

Berlin, 

Methuen, 

Lowell, 

Boylston, 

Middleton, 

Maiden, 

Charlton, 

Newbury, 

Marlborough, 

Dana, 

Newbury  port, 

Medford, 

Douglas, 
Dudley, 

Rockport, 

Natick, 

Rowley, 

Newton, 

Fitcbburg, 

Salem, 

Pepperell, 

Gardner, 

Salisbury, 

Reading, 

Grafton, 

Topsfield, 

Sherburne, 

Hardwick, 

Wenham, 

Shirley, 

Holden, 

24-West  Newbury. 

South  Reading, 

Hubbardstoo, 
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HAMPDEN— Owrfintied. 

NORFOLK. 

Leicester, 

Lonfirmeadow, 
Ludlow, 

Bellingham, 

Leominster, 

Braintree, 

Lunenbnrg, 

Monson, 

Brookline, 

Mendon, 

Montgomery, 

Cohasset, 

Milford, 

Springfield, 
Tolland, 

Dedham, 

New  Braintree, 

Dorchester, 

North  Brookfield, 

Wales, 

Dover, 

Oakham, 

West  Springfield, 

Foxborough, 

Oxford, 

14-Wilbraham. 

Medfield, 

PaxloD, 

p 

Medway, 

Petersham, 

Milton, 

Princeton, 

PRANKT.TN, 

Needham, 

Royalston, 

Bemardston, 

Quincy, 

Rutland, 

Charlemont, 

Randolph, 

Shrewsbury, 

Colraine, 

Roxbury, 

Southbridge, 

Erving, 

Stoughton, 

Spencer, 

Gill, 

17-Weymouth. 

Sterling, 

Hawley, 

Sutton, 

Heath, 

BRISTOL. 

Templeton, 

Leyden, 

Attleborough, 

Upton, 

Monroe, 

Berkley, 

Warren, 

Montaffue, 
New  &lem. 

Dartmouth, 

Webster, 

Di^hton, 

Westborough, 

Northfield, 

Faurhaven, 

West  Boylston, 

Orange, 

Fall  River, 

Westminster, 

Rowe, 

Norton, 

Winchendon, 

Shelbume, 

Pawtucket, 

44-WorceBter. 

Shutesbury, 

Ravnham, 
Rehoboth, 

Sunderlandt 

HAMPSHIRE. 

Wendell, 

Seekonk, 

Amhent, 

ig^Whately. 

Somerset, 

Belchertown, 

• 

Swanzey, 

Cummington, 

14-Taunton. 

Easthampton, 

BERKSHIRE. 

Enfield, 

Alford, 

PLYMOUTH. 

Goshen, 

Dalton, 

Bridge  water. 

Granby, 

Florida, 

Carver, 

Greenwich, 

Great  Barrington, 

Duxburjr, 

Middlefield, 

Hancock, 

Fiflst  Bndgewater, 

Norwich, 

Hinsdale, 

Halifax, 

Pelham, 

Lee, 

Hanover, 

Plainfield, 

Lenox, 

Hull, 

South  Hfldley, 

New  Mariborongb, 

Kingston, 

Otis, 

Marshfield, 

Ware, 

Peru, 

North  Bridgewater, 

WesthampiOD, 

Pittefield,    • 

Pembroke, 

17-Wi11iamfbinv. 

Richmond, 

Plymouth, 

Savo^, 
Sheffield, 

Plympton, 

HAMPDEN. 

Scituate, 

Blandford) 

Stockbridge, 

Wareham, 

Brimfield, 
Chestir, 

Tyrin^ham, 
Washingtoiii 

16-West  Bridgewater. 

Granvillei 

West  Stockbfidge, 

BARNSTAKIiF*. 

HoUnd, 

aO-WiUkiMtowii. 

Bwnstablo, 
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BARN8TAra£— CbwU 

BSre  water, 

Chatham, 

Eajitham, 

Orleans, 

Provincetown, 

Sandwich, 


BARNSTABLE— CbfiU 

Wellfleet, 
9-Yannoath. 

DUKFa 

Chilroark, 
Edgartown, 


DUKE'S— Omlimierf. 

3-TiBbury. 

NANTUCKET. 

l-Nantucket 
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2. — List  of  Towns  which  have  made  Returns  since  May  31 ,  1843. 


ESSEX. 
AndoTer, 
Bradford, 


4-49aiigiia. 

MIDDLESEX. 

Carlisle, 
Groton, 
Lexii^toii, 
Stonenam, 
Sadbwy, 
Tyngaboroogh, 
7-We8t  Cambridge. 

WORCESTER. 
Bolton, 
Harvard, 
Lancaater, 
Millbury, 
Northborougfa, 
Northbridge, 
Phillipaton, 
Sodthborougb, 
Stiirbridge, 
lO-Uxbridge. 


HAMPSHIRE. 

Chesterfield, 
Hatfield, 
Northampton, 
Preacott, 
5-Worthington. 

HAMPDEN. 

Ruaaell, 
South  wick, 
3-Weatfield. 

PRANKUN. 

Ashfield, 
Buckland, 
Conway, 
Deerfield, 
Leverett, 
6-Warwick. 

BERKSHIRE. 

Becket, 

Clarksburg, 

Egremont, 

Lanesborongh, 

New  Ashford, 


BERKSHIRE— OMi<*4i. 
Sandisfield,       Mer. 
7-Mount  Washington. 

NORFOLK. 
Canton, 
Franklin, 
Sharon, 
Walpole, 
6-Wrentham. 

Easton, 
Mansfield, 
3-New  Bedford. 

PLYMOUTH. 

Abinffton, 
Hinffham, 
Midaleborough, 
4-Roche8ter. 

BARNSTABLE. 

Dennis, 
Falmouth, 
3-Harwich. . 

57 


3. — List  of  Towns  which  have  made  no  Returns. 

Hopkinton  and  Watertown,  in  MinnLESEx;  Brookfield,  in  Worcester; 
Hadley,  in  Hampshire;  Palmer,  in  Hampdeh;  Greenfield,  in  Frankliu; 
Adams,  Cheshire  and  Windsor,  in  Berkshire  ;  Freetown  and  Westport,  in 
Bristol;  Hanson,  in  Plymouth;  and  Truro,  in  Barnstable:  In  all,  13 
Towns. 
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4. — RecapUuleUion. 


No.  of  Town* 

No.  of  Towu 

from  which 

from  wbieb 

Number  of 

Names  of  Towns 

COUNTIES. 

RotariM  werv 

Retarns  have 

Towns  which 

Total. 

which  have  not 

roeoived  on  or 

been  received 

have  not  made 

mado  Retoms. 

bafora  May 

ainca  May  31. 

Returns. 

31,1843. 

Suffolk,       . 

2 

•           • 

■           • 

2 

Hopkinton. 

Essex, 

24 

4 

•            • 

28 

Watertown. 

Middlesex,  • 

38 

7 

2 

47 

Brookfield. 

Worcester, . 

44 

10 

1 

55 

Hadley. 

Hampshire,. 

17 

5 

1 

23 

Palmer. 

Hampden,  • 
Franklin,    . 

14 

3 

1 

18 

Greenfield. 

19 

6 

1 

26 

Adama 

Berkshire,  • 

20 

7 

3 

30 

Cheshire. 

Norfolk,      . 

17 

5 

•        • 

22 

Windsor. 

Bristol, 

14 

3 

2 

19 

Freetown. 

Plymouth,  . 

16 

4 

1 

21 

Westport. 

Barnstable,. 

9 

3 

1 

13 

Hanson. 

Duke's  Countfi    • 

3 

•        ■ 

•        ■ 

3 

Tmra 

Nantucket, . 

1 

•        • 

■        • 

1 

.              • 
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13 

308 

13 
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BIRTHS,  MARKIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


TABLE  IL- 

Dktaiued  STATHfBirr. 

ClliH  >nd   't'DVTRI. 

e.,l-u\'a. 

M.,r 

Ci.i....dT=»=.. 

Po,,urr. 

M.„ 

B.h. 

DIhi. 

SUFFOLK. 

MIDDLESEX. 

Bo-toD,'     -    - 

93,383 

776 

42230 

Acton,*      -    - 

1121 

11 

10 

Cbdsea,'   -    - 

2390 

8 

87 

113 

Ashby,      -     - 
Bedford,   -    - 

BiUcrica,'      - 

im 

14 
7 

e 

20 

7 
4 

23 
21 
25 

95,773 

784 

~91 

ffl« 

163i 

ESSEX. 

f  Boxborough,"' 

426 

9 

10 

5 

Amrabur;,      - 

2471 

23 

22 

43   BrLKhton,"     - 

1425 

7 

5 

18 

Andover,   -    - 

5307 

37 

21 

64 

Burlington,"  - 

510 

4 

13 

Beverly,'    -    - 

4(M) 

39 

51 

97 

8409 

53 

19 

154 

Boiford,    -    - 

942 

12 

S 

6 

Carlisle,   -    - 

556 

1 

7 

5 

Birndford,   -     - 

2232 

7 

26 

afi 

Charlestown, 

11,484 

107 

20 

200 

DsBvew,    -    - 

5020 

13 

15 

Chelmsford,   - 

1097 

9 

le 

3 

E»ex,'      -    - 

145U 

7 

29 

30 

Concord,  -    - 

1784 

6 

6 

26 

Ceorgetown,  - 

1540 

25 

36 

10 

Dnicut,     -     - 

2188 

e 

5 

13 

Cloucester,'    - 

6350 

52 

211 

83 

Dunstable,     - 

603 

6 

5 

6 

ilamillon,  -     - 

ei8 

8 

13 

16 

Frnmingham, 

3030 

20 

IS 

16 

Haverhill,  -    ■ 

4336 

38 

3 

a 

Groton,     -    - 

2139 

19 

59 

36 

Ipawich,     -     - 

3000 

16 

4 

45 

Holliston,"     - 

1782 

13 

63 

40 

Lyon,'  -    -     - 

9367 

2!) 

41 

lid 

2345 

lynnfield,-     - 
MancheBter,   - 

707 

S 

23 

11 

Leiinglon,"  - 

1642 

31 

1 

1355 

10 

54 

26 

Lincoln, 

686 

1 

B 

'a 

WBtblehod,    - 

5575 

3* 

169 

104 

Littleton,  -    - 

927 

7 

12 

10 

Melhuen,  -    - 

2251 

24 

65 

28 

Lowell,     -    . 

20,796 

363 

7 

439 

Uiddieton,      - 

657 

14 

Maiden,    -    - 

2514 

4 

39 

18 

Newbury,  -    - 

3769 

17|    49 

42 

Marlborough, 

2101 

20 

64 

2S 

New  bury  port, 

7161 

63   167 

139 

Medford,"      - 

2478 

25 

106 

27 

Rockport,'      - 

2650 

23     87 

56 

NaUck,      -     - 

1285 

10 

31 

25 

Rowley,     -    - 

1203 

III    11 

15 

Newton," 

3351 

29 

2 

32 

Salem,  -    -    - 

15,082 

147,  486 

385 

PepperoU,      - 

1571 

16 

21 

18 

Salisbury,  -    ■ 

2739 

34     43 

57 

Reading,  -     - 

2193 

21 

59 

36 

SouguB,     -    - 

109B 

13|    30 

35 

Slierbume,"  - 

995 

10 

27 

22 

TopSfioid,  -    - 

1059 

4       S 

35 

Shirley,     -     - 

957 

10 

18 

13 

Wenhwn,  ■■    - 

689 

7     22 

9 

Bomer^-ille."  - 

s 

7 

18 

W.  Newbury, 

1560 

15     25 

22   S.  Rending,  - 

1517 

13 

60 

23 

1421   Stow,  -    '.    - 

1017 

7 

(J 

11 

SI4,W7 

7421724 

1230 

12 

a 

1 

'  Ht.  HcClewy,  the  city  clerk,  thioln  (bat 
iba  regislratioa  year  BDonld  cninride  with 
the  polilical,  aiid  complaint  that  birthn 

•  See  AppendU.  in  thi«  town  Ibt  namei 
of  pcTMiu  deccBKcl  BTB  eDlered  cm  llie 
recnd  alphafactieally,  thai  oixasioniag 
OTMl  emlramnment  in  preparing  the  la- 
nou«  Table*. 

>  "  The  No.  of  birlhi  probably  125." 

•  No  return  lait  year.    See  Appendix. 

•  See  .Appendix. 

•  The  relum  don  not  sUle  the  namber  of 
dealha,  bat  there  are  IIG  apeciflcd  hy 
paine.  The  clerk  eampUiaa  Ibat  the  law 
U  diffregaided. 

r  The  (if  ta  contained  in  tbii  iFtnrn  were 
Dbuioed  tiy  nrtoiiil  Tiailatioa  and  in- 
quiry  by  Mr.  Pool,  the  lawn  deik. 

•  liecwrkcon^uatf  a  wantofnliinu 


'  Suae  as  in  Aclon  and  BlUatica. 

■  Ditto.    The  clerk  thinka  tba  Act  (boald 
oblige  lome  peraoa  to  caoiplain  of  delin- 


i7l?Tl 


The  real  No.  of  deaths  probably  6 


founoed   c 

collected  by  the  clerk. 

'*  Popolalion  hieluded  in  Chatlenown, — 
suppoaed  llEO.  No  census  bat  beta 
taken  since  Somerriilc  was  incorpofated. 

»  The  real  No.  of  births  probably  a*  many 
aa  33.  Only  one  death  was  actMlly  ■•- 
ported  Ui  town  clerk.  Laat  year  he  cal- 
Wwd  Ihs  ftds  himielf. 
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TABLE  Il-CoimiroBB. 

Citin  mad  Towiii.    Papol'ii. 

M.n. 

mi». 

DUu. 

Ci.«.™lT>,w„. 

Popnl'ii. 

M.„. 

Blhi. 

D.ht 

Sudbury,    -     - 

142a 

14 

15 

20 

N.Braintree,- 

752 

5 

6 

6 

Te-kebun-,'   - 

906 

7 

4 

10 

124a 

7 

9 

31 

1892 

11 

22 

Nortiibridge,  ■ 

1449 

8 

30 

17 

870 

6 

34 

15 

N.  Brookfie!<],8 

1485 

13 

2 

33 

3504 

26 

31 

3!i 

Oakham,  -     - 

1038 

6 

34 

15 

1B!0 

Oxford,'    -    - 

1742 

17 

19 

31 

WsylaDd,  -    - 

998 

13 

28 

16 

Paxton,      -    - 

670 

9 

5 

W.  Cambridge, 

1363 

19 

37 

33 

Peterahajn,     - 

1775 

20 

2 

36 

Wertford,'      - 

1436 

9 

17 

29 

PhillipBlon,'"  - 

919 

5 

13 

17 

WeaWn.    -    - 

109S 

9 

26 

21 

PriocetoQ, 

1347 

5 

4 

17 

Wilmington,' 

13 

13 

Royslaton,      - 

J667 

13 

6 

17 

Wobnrn,   -    - 

3993 

39 

42 

RiiOand,   -     - 

1260 

It 

27 

15 

Shrewabury,  - 

13 

106611 

1022 

830 

159c 

1145 

1 

23 

13 

WORCEST-R. 

Soutlibridge," 

2031 

18 

58 

25 

AEhburabam,  - 

1653 

18 

44 

33 

Spencer,   -     - 

1604 

22 

36 

Athol.  -    -    ■ 

1591 

12 

49 

27 

Sterling,"      - 

1647 

17 

9 

31 

AabiuD,     -     - 

(549 

6 

3 

8 

Sturbridge,    - 

2005 

13 

4 

33 

Barre,    -    -     - 

2751 

21 

75 

41 

Sutton,      -     - 

2370 

19 

7 

20 

Berlin,.    -     - 

763 

6 

13 

17 

Templeton,    - 

1776 

19 

13 

23 

Bolton,       -    - 

1186 

11 

42 

21 

Upton.       -     - 

1466 

19 

56 

35 

Boytotou,    -     - 

797 

9 

9 

15 

Uxbridge,      - 

2004 

10 

51 

31 

Brookfleld,      - 

2472 

Warren,    -    - 

1290 

5 

35 

18 

Charlton,    -     - 

2117 

20 

25 

3!' 

Webster,-     . 

1403 

8 

31 

15 

Dw»,    -    -    - 

691 

19 

24 

14 

Wertboro',"  - 

1658 

22 

32 

S«';: 

1617 

17 

22 

16 

W.  Boylflton, 

1187 

8 

18 

13S2 

2:1 

12 

1645 

14 

30 

f^tcUtoq,      - 

S604 

30 

68 

37 

Winchendon, 

1754 

19 

25 

Gwdner,    -    . 

1260 

IS 

31 

30 

Woreeater,    - 

7497 

64 

44 

144 

Gnfton,     -    - 
Hardwiiik,       - 

2943 

1789 

35 
50 

24 
25 

19 

95,313 

835 

154f 

13^ 

Htmti,    •     - 

1571 

13 

30 

31 

HAMPSHIRE. 

Holdeo,     -    - 

1874 

17 

46 

25 

Amherat,"      - 

2550 

18 

78 

65 

Hubbudston,  - 

1784 

37 

52 

24 

2554 

45 

40 

36 

LimcMKrP- 

2019 

13 

28 

3a 

Chesterfield,  - 

1132 

4 

6 

12 

Leiceeler,  -    - 

1707 

18 

38 

2( 

CummingUin, 

1237 

2 

11 

15 

2069 

14 

45 

40 

Eaathampton,' 

717 

7 

13 

IS 

Luneaburg,    - 

1272 

7 

9 

19 

Enfield,     -    - 

976 

6 

29 

15 

MendoK,    -    - 

3524 

10 

4 

38 

Goshen,    -     - 

556 

4 

13 

13 

Milford,     -    - 

1773 

26 

73 

37 

Gninby,    -     - 

!'7I 

3 

11 

2fl 

MiUburj,'  -    - 

2171 

14 

58 

13 

Greenwich,    - 

824 

9 

20 

10 

had  baoineocded  fori 
*Th*bi)tbi  wen 

oo»,    Itii  difflcc „ 

f^ntetahaTB  bMabni  hwlnnlii,  dctttb* 

or  maniaget  recotdcd  for  tcm  rian.** 

*  See  Ainiraidiz  of  I.etlen. 

*  The  to '--^ - 


icink  ■ 


It  ererr  town  deik  wbo  makai  1 
return  ba  tul  ttiMefbt  iG.oo. 


id  COpiM. 


tain   the   msteriata  of  bia  Tetnm,  and 
■latei  (bat  it  would  be  cheaper  for  bim 

to  pay  iha  Bne  of  tio  i^" *■"  "^" 

requiaite  ratnma  and  cc 
1 9ee  Appendii. 

■  Obtainad  bf  actual  rUit  and  bqaiiy  by 
the  clerk. 

'  The  ume  nmaik  ai  in  Oxfoid. 
'  See  letter  of  toirn  clerk. 

■  See  Appendiz. 
•  See  Af^ndii. 

■  No  tceMdhaa  arm' been  kept.    Set  App. 


BIRTHS,  MARRUGES  AND  DEATHS. 
TABLE  n.— ConrmnKD. 


C......«1T=™. 

Papui'.. 

«.„ 

Hlh>.     DihF 

tJillDi  ind  Tewni. 

Pupul'n.  Ma... 

"^ 

~~ 

Hadley,     -    - 

1814 

992      4 

22 

6 

Hatfield,     -     - 

933 

1(1 

21     11 

Bucklmd,'     - 

1084 

8 

Middleficld,    - 

1717 

a 

15     10 

Churlemoiit,'" 

1127 

6 

24 

20 

3750 

16 

87     94 

Colraine,"      - 

1971 

6 

78 

20 

Norwich,   -    - 

750 

e 

18     10 

Cooiniy,''-     - 

1409 

9 

8 

17 

Pelhwn,      -    . 

!>56 

13 

8       7 

Deertield,"     - 

1913 

8 

44 

Piftinfield,-     - 

910 

14 

23     14 

Emng,"  -     - 

309 

8 

Preacolt,     -     - 

780 

8 

10       7 

Gill,     -     -     - 

798 

(i 

17 

20 

South  Htdley, 

145B 

15 

40     31 

Greenfield,    - 

175G 

Southamptoa,' 

1157 

11 

23     18 

Hawley,   -    - 
HeaU.,^    -    - 

977 

3 

10 

10 

Ware,'-     -     - 

1690 

19 

1     42 

895 

4 

20 

10 

759 

3 

11      14 

Leverett,  -     - 

875 

10 

10 

17 

1309 

19 

231    22 

Ley  den,    -     - 

632 

12 

20 

5 

Worthington,' 

1197 

10 

34|    30 

Monroe,    ._  - 

282 
1255 

2 

10 

6 
18 

30,897 

250 

535,  516 

Now  Salem,  - 

1305 

11 

9 

13 

HAMPDEN. 

Northfield,"  - 

1673 

1 

21 

3 

Btandford,-    - 

1427 

17 

42 

26 

Orange,    -    - 

1501 

6 

7 

14 

Brirafield,  -    - 

1419 

6 

2 

30 

Rowe,      -    - 

703 

7 

19 

14 

Chester.     -    - 

1632 

19 

25 

14 

Shelbume,"  - 

1022 

4 

1^ 

25 

GranvUle,  -    - 

1414 

7 

26 

Shaieabury,  - 

987 

10 

3 

4 

Holland,    -    - 

493 

2 

'l 

Sunderland,  - 

719 

9 

8 

iO 

Longmeadoir, 

1370 

3 

7 

25 

Warwick,      - 

1071 

11 

12 

29 

1268 

9 

24 

21 

Wendell,"     - 

875 

13 

30 

15 

Monson,    -    ■ 

2151 

34 

28 

52 

Whateley,     - 

1072 

7 

15 

9 

Montgomery,  - 

740 

8 

8 

8 

Pnlmer,      -    - 

2139 

28,812 

176 

354 

358 

Ruaeell,      -     - 

955 

2 

4 

fi 

BERESmRE. 

Sonthwick,'    - 

1214 

11 

32 

21 

Adams,     -    - 

3703 

tef.'^:' : 

10,985 
627 

128 

4 

none 
7 

15 

Alford,     -    - 
Becket,     -    ■ 

481 
1343 

8 

9 
1» 

11 
13 

WalBfl,-    -    - 

686 

4 

18 

30 

Cheshire,  -     - 

985 

, 

Weatfield,-    - 

3526 

23 

66 

53 

Clarksburg,   - 

370 

2 

9 

4 

lb 

1 

39 

Dalton,     -     - 

1255 

6 

37 

14 

1864 

6 

3 

11 

Ftorida,  ^     ■ 

io;J8 

441 

4 

16 

a 

11 

37,366 

299 

268 

357 

Gt  Harrington 

2704 

3 

15 

PRANKUN. 

Hancock,-    - 

922 

7 

13 

Ashfiald.'  -    - 

1610 

19 

4 

20 

Hinadale,-     - 

955 

4 

27 

16 

■  See  AroeDdii. 

""Noieloniofdealhat. 

lowi 

clerk." 

•  The  effire  rewni  i.  io  tb.  Ap 
>  No  record  ii  kept  orbiiUu  u 

Idoathi. 

"  "Gteal  neglect  ihrougb  the 

town.    No 
A,  .DdMdr 

*  Dillo. 

ot.e  birth." 

>  Thii  the  lown  clerk  eartifle 

to  be  Ibe 

■ii^T:^i,,n^.~ 

whole  record  of  IhU  town  o 

morethui 

10.000  iDhibitanl-l     3«App 
•  The  Hme  Remuki  u  m  Sod 

endii. 
tbwick. 

;::;?£rs=',iS2 

eTZ".f 

'  No  itleaiion  it  paid  to  maki 

XT™ 

the  inhabitanU  of  the  town  ■ 

ware  of  the 

ordealh*  01  birthe  lo  the  town 

eiieleoce  of  the  Uw  reqnin 

ng  them  to 

■Sune  u  aboTc.    "Town  dc 

irkeehoald 

make  a  rtlnm  of  birthe  and 

be  ptid  for  makiDg  nloiDi." 

"Until  the  Uwia  altered,  «j 

id  thenea- 

*  No^«R>rd  bu  he^  kept. 

SsiSSarr-"^ 

led  in  VL" 

■■NofecMdiifbirU»ordlbs.lM< 

been  kept, 
de  ■  ntnm 

u  The  clerk  ctanplajui  of  grea 
the  Uw,  and  nye  that  the  n 
tbeLeg^lium-tocauetb. 

.^^ 

meatioQii 

flMitob* 

BiTeDbypumti 

tomiki 

ngrel 

ooH^cSl" 
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TABLE  11— CoNTiauBD. 


Cllt»  •Dd  ■i™»n..       I'OIIUI'I! 

«.-.-!», .- 

P..r«f„ 

^::;t^ 

asu. 

IjBnesborough, 

UAQ 

8 

11 

Sharon,     -     - 

lOTh 

8       I 

ai 

Lm,      -    -    - 

3438 

15 

57 

38 

2142 

ati;   - 

8 

Lenox,  -     -     - 

1313 

4 

i> 

Lt 

Wfllpole.  -    • 

1491 

161       1 

2S 

Ht.Waahingl'n, 

436 

12 

5 

Weymoiilh.   - 

3738 

ifil,      7 

17 

New  Aslifoiil. 

227 

2 

2 

3 

Wrenthnm,'  - 

asns 

23'    ]:{ 

1(1 

N.  Mirlboro',  - 

Otis,    -  -  - 

1177 

4 

15 
23 

1 

7 

53,140 

4071  445 

~^ 

Pera.     -     -     - 

576 

2 

12 

I'J 

BRISTOL. 

PitU&elU,   -     - 

3747 

4 

51 

51 

Allleborougli," 

3585 

M      3 

1 

Richmofid,      - 

1097 

4 

12 

1(1 

Berkley,'  -     . 

m^ 

lo;    20i 

13 

Siuidiafidd.     - 

um 

5 

1 

DnrtniOiiUi,    ■ 

4i;r> 

34|     a 

1 

Savo..  -     1    - 

ma 

4 

1 

DJ^hton,  -    - 

1378 

7i    - 

aa 

SbelJidd,  -    - 

aaaa 

10 

48 

Eaeton,     -     - 

2074 

12      4 

1 

Stixkbridgc,   - 

1932 

FHJriiHvcn.'    - 

3951 

47t  170 

35 

TyriDgham,    - 

1477 

4 

e 

6 

Fnll  River,'   - 

6738 

120r  :»7 

135 

«u 

a 

24 

11 

Freetown,      - 

1772 

- !  - 

W.  Stockli'dge, 

1448 

2 

10 

Mansfield,'    - 

1382 

11       3 

23 

Windsor,  -    - 

ei>7 

N.  BedFont,'" 

12,087 

sw;   5 

Wiilia,.«town. 

2153 

10 

33 

31 

Norton,     -     ■ 

1545 

ii;  11 

5 

Boston  Corner,' 

05 

Piiwtiicket,"  - 

3184 

14     - 

Reiioboth',      - 

1329 

4 

f 

26 

41,745 

121 

344 

387 

2169 

35 

46 

31 

NORFOLK. 

Scekonk,"     - 

]9!Ni 

13 

I 

105.1 

11 

11 

24 

Someraec  -    - 

1005 

4 

1 

2 

Bnintree,  -    - 

2168 

24 

27 

2:1 

1484 

17 

Brookline,-     - 

1365 

5 

C 

8 

Tnunton,  -     - 

7645 

54 

1 

64 

Canton,*     -    - 

1995 

11 

7 

19 

Westport,      - 

2820 

Cobosset,  -    - 

1471 

8 

31 

28 

DedhMii,    -     - 

3290 

31 

(Si 

60,165 

4il7  5761 

360 

Dorcherter,     - 

4875 

46 

13 

80 

PLYMOUTH. 

Dover,  .    .    - 

520 

3 

15 

Abington,      - 

3214 

37   120 

64 

Foxborouieh,  - 

1398 

7 

37 

Bridgwater,  - 

3131 

151    65 

37 

Fninklin,  -    - 

1717 

9 

3( 

21 

Carver,      -     - 

!t95 

7     10 

15 

UedfieU,  -    ' 

883 

(i 

i* 

Ifi 

Duxbnry,  -    - 

2798 

35I    52 

33 

Mod«.»    -    - 

2043 

23 

6 

24 

E.  Bridffcwot'r, 

1950 

11;    54 

23 

Milton,*     -    . 

1822 

12 

7 

50 

Halifex,    -    - 

734 

5;    22 

14 

Noedhun,-     ■ 

1486 

7 

8 

28 

Hanson,    -     - 

1040 

ftuiWF,        -      - 

Randolph,-     - 

348r 

20 

4 

46 

Hanover,  -     - 

1488 

13'    47 

10 

3213 

23 

107 

fi4 

Hinehnin,      - 

a564 

291  joa 

55 

no.h.^,   -     . 

9089 

49 

7 

44 

Hull,   ■     -     - 

331 

1 

5| 

1 

'  No  relom  reciairc 

*  S«  AppsodU. 

*  9ve  Appendix. 

*  See  Appendii. 

eanl   lo  mailing  rviurns  or  hirih>  and 
deslhs  in  town  clerk." 

*  The  rlerk  su^i^is  Ihv  iiDpnnance  of  re- 
fliiirin?  pnivnts  anil  olhers  lo  aaiVv  more 
rr»iniml  nnd  apeedj  relums  la  ih?  town 

*  Thr  rclnmsnl'mBrriBicei  ire  not  made  to 


•  S«  Appendix. 

'  No  birth*  or  dealhi  ntamed  to  town 

clerk.     He  relies  on  other  inTonnatioD. 
"  See  Appradii. 
I'  No  hirlbs  and  deathi  returned  lo  town 

clerk. 
"  "  Returns  Tery  imperiect." 
"  The  clerk  e*liniales  the  dealha  at  40  and 

the  liinha  at  60.    Sd  couplet  haTc  been 

Kblished. 
a  hinhs  and  deaths  retomed  lo  tows 
ek^. 
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KingBton,  -    - 

1440 

10 

30 

35 

Hnrwich,  -     - 

2930.    42!    47 

11 

Matshfield,'     - 

1761 

30 

45 

55 

Orleans,    -    - 

1974 

19     45 

26 

N.BridgewatV 
Pembroke,'      - 

32 

25 

13 

Provincelown, 

2122 

24!    85 

59 

Oilfi 

SO 

85 

53 

Sandwich,     - 

3719 

14     89 

18 

J 

3] 

30 

Traro,-    -    - 

1920 

Plymouth,*     - 

52fll 

20 

34 

57 

Wellfleet,"     - 

2377 

10 

20 

39 

Plympwn,'      - 

834 

5 

20 

18 

Vam-outh,      - 

2554 

11 

61 

51 

Rochester, 

3864 

3r> 

65 

34 

Marshpce,-"  - 

309 

ScilDBte,    -    - 
Warehim,-    - 

20(K 

i; 

46 

25 

33,548 

223  454 

397 

W.  BridgewV 

1201 

12 

30 

12 

DUKE'S. 

702 

7|    12 
12     34 

8 

47,373 

356 

"^ 

"643 

EdirarWwn,    - 

1736 

26 

BARNSTA'L. 

Tiabury,   -    - 

1520 

Uj    55 

22 

Bamatable,     - 
Brewster,   -    - 

4301 
15?2 

25 

18 
22 

2ti 
2ti 

3958 

30  JOl 

56 

ChaUism,    -     ■ 

2334 

ai 

5 

70 

NANTUCKT 

1 

DcuniB,'     -    - 

3942 

lit 

48 

21 

Nantucket,"  - 

9012'    59'  462 

195 

Pttlmoulh,  -    - 

2589 

19 

36 

TOTAl,    - 

12,970 

89  ,W3 

251 

>  See  Appendix. 

*"A  Irae  relum,  lo  &r  u  I  hiTs  be«9 

able  to  ahtain  infarmalion." 
■  The  people  make  fgv  or  no  ratunu. 
<  See  Appendix, 

>  In  tbia  lown  the  temrd  in  kept  with 
great  care,  bnl  tbe  people  make  no  re- 
lunia  to  lbs  luwn  clerk.  Thai  oIBm 
collectB  it  hinuelf,  with  a  fidelity  worthy 
of  all  praiae. 

I  See  Appendix, 


■  "  The  TcgialralicHi  lawa  are  ao  looae  and 
Tagiie,  that  our  eiliieni  have  been  in  the 
babil  of  diaobcTJiig  them  altogether." — 
"  I  here  applied  (lenanally  for  Ihe  infor- 
mnlion  ihis  jnr,  expccling  Ihat  our  next 
Legielalura  will  alter  and   amend   the 

'  "PhTaidaniahaaldberompetledlomahe 
retoniB  of  deathi  and  the  couaaa  of 
death." 

>  No  relnm  required. 

'  "  'nie  abore  I  beliere  lo  be  a  correel  lilt, 
I  can  colled  them  flam  pbf- 


la  and  aeitmia." 
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Shotdng  the  uUe  numier  of  DtaOu,  tft.  rttumtdfor  He  two  yean  of 
1843  md  1843. 


MABHIAQES. 

«..T«a. 

»„„.. 

RBUARKB. 

COUITTIES. 

1B49 

1M3 

tM» 

..„ 

IS49 

I9« 

Suffolk. 

7G8 

784 

101 

91 

3006 

2343 

Ili>maDifeitframlhi> 

E>Mx, 

742 

124? 

1724 

1220 

1431 

Table,  thai  the  Relnmil 

Middleaei, 

vm 

992 

mo 

1549 

1596 

aDDol  b«  reli«d  upon 

WorceBtBr, 

900 

83.') 

1275 

1543 

1287 

1369 

US  ahowine  Ihe  correct 
number  ofbinlui,  mar- 
riixeB  or  deallu.  TiM 
red  number  of  deaths 

Hampsbire, 

239 

256 

619 

535 

377 

518 

Hampden, 
Franklin, 

aw 

399 

252 

aes 

295 

357 

177 

176 

454 

354 

353 

358 

iofiB«t.olioane,ti- 

Berkriure, 

157 

lai 

548 

344 

450 

387 

L-eed  ihai  of  birtlu  in 
Einj  county  ;  nor  is  Um 
slenlily  of  any  coaat* 
»  friglitlxa    u  might 

Noriblk, 

407 

Mr, 

445 

510 

682 

Brialol, 

4!5 

497 

984 

576 

431 

360 

Plymouth, 

356 

706 

sa 

453 

643 

appear  frDin  the  NaO' 

316 

689 

4M 

371 

397 

tuekel  reluro  of  ISIB. 

Duke's  Co. 

30 

64 

101 

58 

56 

There    is,  howeTet,  ■ 

N&nlucket, 

loa 

59 

0 

462 

184 

195 

574a 

5807 

8471 

8750 

9544 

10,684 
9544 

Increase  of 

returns  in 

1140  mote  doathfl  returned 

1843  (wer 

8471 

in  1843  than  in  1843. 

those  or  [he 

previoiw 

279 

more  b 

rtha  returaed  in  1843  than 

jew. 

5743 

morec 

nuriftge 

ml842 
a  return 

65 

ed  in  IE 

43  thao  in  1843. 
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APPENDIX. 


BosToif,  Mcof  31, 184a 

Dear  Sir, — I  herewith  send  you  the  return  of  the  births,  marriages  and 
deaUis,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  as  received  and  recorded.  In  the  return  of  mar- 
riages the  names  are  not  given,  as  it  is  impossible  to  record  and  give  a  copy  of 
the  same  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law.  The  statute  requires  the  clergy- 
men and  magistrates  who  solemnize  marriages,  to  return  a  list  of  the  same 
yearly,  in  the  month  of  April,  which  some  do ;  but  the  most  of  them  not  until 
May,  and  many  of  them  late  in  the  month,  and  some  in  the  succeeding  months. 
It  would  be  better  to  have  theTepums  begin  the  1st  of  Januaiy  and  close  the 
dlst  December,  in  each  year, — ^then  they  would  be  more  perfect 

The  recording  of  births  is  veiy  nrach  neglected  by  parents.  A  whole  fam- 
ily of  children  is  often  brought  in,  and  a  record  made  of  them  after  the  lapse 
of  twenty  years  and  more. 

The  marriages,  births  and  deaths  have  been  kept  in  separate  books  in  this 

city  ever  since  the  establishment  of  the  city  government,  and  for  many  years 

before  that  time. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  McCLEARY,  C%  CUrk. 

John  A.  Bolles,  Esq.,  Secntwry  of  the  Commonwealihj  ifc. 


Essex,  May  27, 1843. 

Dear  Sir, — In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  and  in  conformity  to  the  Act 
of  March  3,  1842, 1  herewitli  transmit  the  annual  return  of  births,  marriages 
and  deaths,  which  have  taken  place  in  the  town  of  Essex  during  the  year  end- 
ing May  1,  18-13,  also  a  certified  copy  of  the  clerk^s  record  of  the  same;  but 
the  record,  of  which  I  now  forward  a  transcript,  is  one  made  by  me  since  the 
first  of  tlie  present  month.  I  was  chosen  to  the  office  of  clerk  the  present 
year,  for  the  first  time,  and  found  by  examining  the  record  that  InU  seven  hirths 
and  eleven  deaths  had  been  recorded  for  ei-^A/een  years ;  none  the  past  year. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  circular  of  April  10, 1  posted  notices 
in  different  parts  of  the  town,  stating  the  substance  of  the  Act  of  March  3, 
1842,  also  of  the  section  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  requiring  parents  and  othen 
to  give  notice  to  the  clerk,  &c.,  and  earnestly  requested  all  those  in  whose 
families  there  had  been  any  birth  or  death  the  past  year,  to  furnish  me  with 
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the  neceanry  infbnnation,  on  or  before  a  given  time,  which  time  came  and 
paBsed,  but  no  attention  whatever  was  paid  to  the  reqnirementB  of  law,  or  to  the 
leqoeet,  except  in  a  very  few  instances.  I  have  since,  by  aid  of  the  sexton, 
physician  and  others,  ascertained  in  what  families  there  had  been  any  births 
Cft  deaths,  and  by  visiting  the  parents  or  friends  myself,  (in  almost  every  in- 
stance,) have  obtained  from  them  the  facts  as  now  recorded,  which  I  believe  to 
be  minutely  correct,  but  don't  know  wheUkr  suA  a  record  will  be  considered  au- 
tkeatie^  or  not 

The  transcript  of  the  marriage  record  herewith  forwarded,  does  not  furnish, 
perhaps,  all  the  information  you  might  desire  or  expect,  but  I  shall  endeavor  to 
have  it  in  better  shape  another  year.  The  acts  requiring  a  record  to  be  kept, 
and  an  annual  return  to  be  made,  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  will,  I  doubt 
not,  be  attended  with  much  general  benefit ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  some  new 
law  will  he  necessary  to  compel  parents  and  others  to  furnish  town  clerks  with 
the  necessaiy  information  and  in  the  proper  time.  The  present  law  upon  that 
point  is  with  us  a  dead  letter,  and  will  probably  remain  so,  as  there  seems  to 
be  no  disposition  to  heed  it  at  all ;  indeed,  (here  was  some  unwillingness  manifest- 
ed to  give  (he  dark  the  needful  information  qfUr  he  had  travelled  some  miles  to 
obtain  iL 

I  hope.  Sir,  if  the  law  of  March  3^  1842,  is  to  remain  in  force,  that  some 
new  act  wiU  be  passed,  which  will  awaken  parents  and  others  to  a  sense  of 
their  duty. 

Excuse  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  addressing  these  lines  to  you,  and  accept 

the  assurance  of  my  esteem. 

A.  L.  BURNHAM,  Town  Clerk. 

To  JoBif  A.  BoiXKS,  Esq.,  Secretary  qf  the  CommonweaUh. 


Gloucester,  Mcof  27, 1843. 

John  A.  Bolles,  Esq. :    Dear  Sir, — ^T  have,  with  much  pains,  been  able 

to  obtain  the  information  comprised  in  the  foregoing  return.    *    *    * 

•    •    •    It  is  my  wish  that  some  more  compulsory  law  should  be  enacted 

to  remedy  the  evil. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

WM.  SAVILLE,  Town  Clerk. 


CAifBRiDOE,  May  21, 1843. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth: — Enclosed  you  have  certain  returns, 
required  by  law.  They  are  less  perfect  than  could  be  desired,  but  as  perfect 
as  I  have  the  means  to  make  them.  The  town  records  came  into  my  custody 
but  a  few  weeks  since,  and,  during  the  interval  which  has  elapsed,  other  pub- 
lic and  imperative  duties  have  prevented  me  from  rendering  them  more  com- 
plete. I  purpose  to  procure  immediately  a  new  set  of  record-books,  and  to 
take  such  measures  to  ensoie  full  and  perfect  records,  as  shall  enable  myself. 
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or  my  succenor,  to  approach  much  more  nearly,  in  1844,  to  the  degree  of  ac- 
curacy contemplated  by  the  statute. 

Respectfully,  &c  LUCIUS  IL  PAIGE. 


CHEIMSFORD. 

As  it  is  impossible  to  give  anything  like  a  full  return,  a  specimen  only  is 
here  given,  which  is  sufficient  to  show  the  manner  in  which  entries  are  made. 
Deaths  are  recorded  in  the  same  way.  It  has  been  customary  for  many  years 
to  make  the  entries  of  marriages  by  recording  the  certificate  of  the  clerg]rman 
or  magistrate,  just  aa  given  in ;  of  course  there  is  a  variety  of  forms  used.  The 
marriageaj  I  doubt  not,  are  aU  returned  in  aome/orm. 

Last  year  I  spent  considerable  time  in  trying  to  collect  the  necessary  mate- 
rials to  form  as  correct  a  return  as  possible.  This  year  I  have  confined  mjrself 
uholhf  to  the  returns  received.  My  reasons  for  doing  so  are  briefly  these :  as  I 
had  advertised  in  four  public  places,  in  as  many  different  sections  of  the  town, 
previous  to  making  my  return  last  year,  stating  the  substance  of  the  statute, 
and  the  duties  and  forfeitures  of  parents,  guardians  and  town  clerks,  under  its 
provisions;  also  urging  the  faithful  discharge  of  its  duties  on  the  part  of 
parentSy  in  order  to  enable  others  to  discharge  their  duty ;  and  as  there  has 
been  such  a  gross  neglect  on  their  part,  especially  as  it  concerns  deaths,  I 
thought  it  was  best  that  the  proper  department  should  know  the  exact  state  of 
things  as  they  now  exist,  though  by  so  doing  I  should  subject  myself  to  the 
penalty  of  the  law.  I  have  no  other  apology  to  offer  for  the  neglect  of  my 
duty  than  what  is  implied  in  the  foregoing. 

E.  P.  WEBSTER,  Town  Clerk. 


LEXVSrGTOM 

Number  of  Births  as  per  record,     -        -        -        .        .        l 
Number  of  Marriages  as  per  record,    -        -        •        -  11 

Number  of  Deaths  as  per  record,    -----      — 

Information  derived  from  other  sources  than  records,  show  that  there  has 
been  at  least  twenty-three  deaths  during  said  year — diseases  or  cause  of 
death  to  me  unknown. 

The  number  of  births  to  me  unknown.  I  posted  notice  the  last  year,  re- 
questing the  inhabitants  to  bring  in  the  number  of  births,  deaths,  &c.,  but  to 
no  purpose. 

It  appears  to  me,  if  the  secretaiy  of  state  should  furnish  the  several  town 
clerks  in  the  state,  with  blanks,  to  be  posted  up  in  several  places  in  each  town, 
with  the  law  attached  to  the  same,  that  the  object  might  be  attained. 

A  true  copy  of  record.    Attest : 

JOHN  MULLDCEN,  TWn  CkHL 
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MxDFOU),  Mc^  90, 184a 

Sib, — Tour  circular  of  April  10, 1843,  as  also  copy  of  report  aubmitted  to 
tibe  Legialature  of  Maasachuaetta,  Feb.  27,  1843,  concerning  the  regiatiy  of 
birtha,  marriagea  and  deatha,  were  duly  received  and  examined.  The  sugges- 
tiona  contained  in  each  I  conaider  veiy  appropriate  and  needful,  calculated  to 
excite  more  general  regard  to  the  anbjecta  referred  to,  which  aeem  to  have 
been  almoat  loet  on  public  attention  for  the  last  half  century. 

Our  own  town  records  ahow  a  very  decided  and  declining  neglect  from  about 
the  year  1800  to  1834,  in  which  year  a  new  town  clerk  waa  elected,  (Mr.  Wm. 
D.  Fitch,)  who,  amongst  other  reforma  just  coming  into  vogue  at  that  time, 
called  upon  the  inhabitants  (at  the  same  time  publiahing  the  old  law,  with  re- 
gard to  registration,)  to  walk  up  and  do  the  needful,  and  the  result  was  a  very 
general  return  of  births  and  deaths  which  had  occurred  in  previous  years. 

In  1636, 1  had  the  honor  to  be  elected  clerk  of  Medford,  at  which  time  the 
Revised  Statutes  were  published,  and  some  alteration  being  made  therein  of 
the  registry  laws,  I  issued  a  notice  relative  thereto,  and  a  large  number  of  en- 
tries of  births  and  deaths  were  consequently  made,  which,  however,  annually 
continued  to  lessen  till  1841,  in  which  year  only  ten  births  and  deaths  were 
entered  for  record  at  my  office. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  circular  of  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  rela- 
tive to  the  returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  by  town  clerks,  under  the 
Act  of  March,  1842, 1  posted  notices,  and  called  upon  physiciana  and  others, 
in  order  to  glean  what  I  could  from  these  sources,  to  make  up  a  return  in  com- 
pliance with  the  law,  but  the  information  Bought  was  not  very  fully  responded 
to,  either  from  a  lack  of  interest  by  community  in  the  subject,  or  from  want  of 
data  by  physicians  to  fill  the  blanks  which  I  placed  in  their  hands — therefore 
the  return  made  by  me  was  incomplete. 

The  present  year,  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  instructiona,  I  caused  a 
circular  (a  copy  of  which  I  shall  enclose,)  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  each 
family  in  town,  the  result  of  which  has  been  the  entering  of  a  considerable 
nomber  of  birtha  and  deatha  over  former  years,  many  of  which  occurred  in 
previous  yean. 

Your  suggestion  that  the  exaction  of  the  penalty  for  neglect  would  give  effi- 
cacy to  the  atatute,  dLc,  I  have  duly  considered,  and  doubt  not  would  produce 
the  desired  effisct  in  many  inatances.  But,  Sir,  in  a  community  like  ours,  the 
laws  being  generally  regarded  when  known,  and  the  doctrine  of  persuasion 
predominating  very  largely  over  coercion,  I  deemed  it  most  expedient  to  re- 
newedly  notify  ^e  inhabitants  of  their  liabilities,  before  enforcing  the  law, 
which  I  ahall  now  feel  at  liberty  to  do  in  any  known  case  of  neglect 

I  have  delayed  making  the  accompanying  retuma  to  this  late  period,  in 
order  to  obtain  aa  much  information  on  the  subjects  referred  to  aa  possible,  and 
yet  they  are  qoke  unaatiafactoiy,  ao  far  aa  regards  births  and  deaths.  Physi- 
cians, to  whom  I  am  mainly  indebted  for  a  list  of  deatha,  do  not  always  know 
the  age  of  their  pttienta,  and  in  many  caaea  of  adult  males  not  even  their  oc- 
capationB. 
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If  no  other  alteration  of  our  present  registration  laws  are  made,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  object  contemplated  by  them  would  be  promoted  by  making  it 
the  duty  of  physicians  to  make  returns  to  town  clerks  of  all  deaths  occuiring 
in  their  practice,  with  the  particulars  required  by  the  existing  statute. 

Your  remarks  in  report,  on  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth  concerning  regis- 
tration, are  to  the  point,  and  must  be  acquiesced  in  by  every  candid  mind. 

The  outlines  of  a  statute  to  regulate  corporate  registration,  as  sketched  and 
submitted  in  your  report,  I  fully  approve ;  being  clearly  stated,  may  be  readily 
understood  by  all  classes  in  community ;  the  penalties  annexed  for  neglect  are 
such  as  would  bo  likely  to  cause  every  one  to  avoid  their  infliction,  especially 
if  a  moiety  of  the  Jim  should  go  to  the  informant  or  prosecutor. 

The  forms  prescribed  for  registration  are  such  as  should  be  adopted,  if  an 
alteration  in  the  law  is  made  agreeably  to  your  views. 

The  forms  of  entry  in  the  town  of  Medford  books  of  record,  are  such  as  an- 
swer the  present  requirements  of  law,  which  appear  to  me  very  far  short  of  the 
design,  and  certainly  inadequate  to  furnish  the  desired  information  which  yonr 
plan  contemplates,  and  which  the  growth  and  mixed  character  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  country  requires  to  be  collected,  for  general  and  important  purposes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OLIVER  BLAKE,  Town  Clerk  of  J^kdford. 

John  A.  Boixks,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Mass. 


Natick,  May  15, 1843. 

Hoif.  John  A.  Bolles  :  Sir, — I  herewith  make  a  return  of  births,  mar- 
riages and  deaths,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  records  of  the  town  of  Natick, 
in  relation  to  this  subject,  for  the  past  year.  The  entries  of  births,  marriages 
and  deaths,  ever  since  the  American  Revolution,  have  been  recorded  promis- 
cuously, as  the  information  has  been  obtained  by  the  various  town  clerks,  up 
to  this  day.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  the  past  year,  by  the  town  clerk,  to 
collect  correct  information  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  inquiry,  and  with  all 
the  pains  so  taken,  it  ia  very  doubtful,  to  say  the  least,  whether  all  the  facts 
have  been  collected.  The  subscriber  has  been  town  clerk  in  Natick  for  fifteen 
years,  and  he  recollects  no  instance  of  a  birth,  and  but  one  instance  of  a  death, 
having  been  voluntarily  communicated  to  him  within  the  time  by  law  pre- 
scribed for  giving  such  information.  If,  therefore,  the  records  of  this  town 
should  be  found  very  imperfect,  the  clerk  only  regrets  that  others  have  not 
been  so  desirous  of  performing  the  duties  devolving  on  them,  as  he  has  to  dis- 
charge the  official  duties  belonging  to  the  office  which  he  fills. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully,  your  humble  servant, 

CHESTER  ADAMS,  3Wr  Oo*^  JVMdfc. 
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Bolton,  Muy  96,  1848. 

Hon.  JoHH  A.  BoLLEs  .'  DiAR  SiR, — ^In  compliance  with  your  request,  I 
tzanamit  a  copy  of  the  records  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  of  the  town  of 
Bolton,  for  the  year  past,  ending  May  1,  1843. 

All  marriages  that  are  solemnized  in  town,  are  annually  handed  in  and  re- 
ooided,  but  am  sorry  to  say  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  recording  the  births 
and  deaths,  as  you  will  peroeive  by  this  copy,  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty 
thai  I  obtained  the  necessary  information  to  fill  out  the  blank  in  the  manner  I 
have,  which  is  not  complete,  but  for  the  future  will  endeavor  to  make  it  more 
perfect.    Of  the  forty-two  births  in  town,  only  two  are  on  record. 

HUMPHREY  BARRETT,  Town  Oerk. 


East  Douglas,  May  18,  1843. 

DcAR  Sir, — ^I  have  endeavored  to  comply  with  the  Act  of  1843.  I  am 
aware  that  the  return  is  very  imperfect ;  but,  Sir,  it  is  chargeable  to  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  Act  itself.  I  regard  this  matter  as  one  of  great  importance,  and 
hope  that  your  report  or  plan  of  registry  will  become  a  law.  This  would 
enable  the  town  clerks  to  prepare  a  clear  and  intelligible  record.  As  the  law 
now  is,  no  safe  conclusions  can  be  drawn. 

Yours  respectfully,        F.  BATCHELLER,  Toum  Clerk, 

John  A.  Bolles,  SeereUary. 

Hardwick,  Mttf  99,  1843. 

Hon.  John  A.  Bolles  :  Sir, — When  I  handed  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  last  year, 
the  return  of  deaths  and  marriages  from  this  town,  and  promised  I  would 
''  endeavor  to  get  returns  of  births  in  future,"  my  reliance  was  placed  on  the 
facts  which  I  might  obtain  from  my  medical  brethren.  I  regret  that  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  so  little  assistance  from  this  source. 

In  a  town  like  this,  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  keep  an  accurate  record  of  the 
deathi,  but  I  know  not  how  to  procure  the  facts  which  would  enable  me  to 
keep  such  a  record  of  birihi.  No  one  has  returned  to  me,  to  be  recorded,  a 
birth  which  took  place  in  the  year  ending  May  1,  1843.  I  requested  my 
neighbor.  Dr.  Wardwell,  a  year  ago,  to  keep,  for  my  use,  a  list  of  the  births 
where  he  was  called  in,  and  he  now  tells  me  the  number  of  cases  is  20,  but  he 
cannot  tell  me  the  parents'  names  nor  the  sexes  of  the  children.  Dr.  Willis 
has  attended  3  cases,  at  all  of  which  males  were  bom,  and  one  was  stillborn. 
I  hear  of  3  other  cases,  attended  by  two  other  practitioners.  In  24  cases  which 
I  have  attended  myself,  there  have  been  8  males  and  16  females  bom ;  2  of  the 
males  were  stillbom. 

I  am  by  no  means  certain  that  **  a  few  exadumi  of  the  penaUy  would  give 
ynivenal  ^ffUacy  to  (he  MtuUJ* 

Among  our  hiUs,  it  has  always  appeared  to  me,  that  people  were  easier  led 
than  driven,  and  I  think  the  duties  of  a  town  clerk  sufficiently  onerous  and  per- 
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plexing  without  making  him  a  prosecuting  officer.    I  should  rejoice  if  an  accu- 
rate registry  could  be  made,  and  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  promote  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant, 

JOSEPH  STONE,  Toum  CUrk. 

SOUTHBOROUGH,  /title  6,  1843. 

J\>  ihe  Secrdary  qf  the  CommonweaUh :  Dear  Sir, — ^This  return  would 
have  been  made  and  forwarded  in  due  time  if  sickness  had  not  prevented  me. 

I  know  there  has  been  33  births  in  Southborough  from  May  1,  1848  up  to 
May  1,  1843,  though  not  more  than  6  of  those  births  have  been  recorded. 
Such  has  been  the  delinquency  of  our  citizens.  But  we  design  that  for  the 
coming  year,  in  this  town,  the  law  shall  be  strictly  complied  with,  in  order  to 
enable  the  town  clerk  to  make  out  his  return  full  and  complete. 

Your  obedient  servant,        JOEL  BURNETT. 


Sterling,  May  23,  1843. 

John  A.  Bollbs,  Esq.,  Secretory  of  ihe  ComnnonweaUk  qf  Mauaehiu$ett$ : 

Sir, — ^Inclosed  are  the  returns  of  mairiages,  births  and  deaths,  in  the  towA 
of  Sterling,  as  recorded. 

I  take  the  liberty,  Sir,  to  throw  into  the  packet  a  rough  memorandum,  from 
which  I  meant  to  have  expressed  my  ideas  of  the  existing  laws  on  the  subject, 
but  I  was  taken  sick  at  the  time  and  could  not  do  it.  I  do  it  more  for  an  apol- 
ogy for  my  defective  returns,  than  with  any  expectation  of  its  afibrding  any 
useful  information,  although  if  clerks  of  towns  would  name  what  (hey  consider 
obstacles  in  making  their  returns,  although  not  always  very  weighty,  there 
might  some  good  come  from  it. 

Six  years  ago,  I  found  the  town  records,  on  these  subjects,  quite  unsatisfao- 
tory  to  me,  and  I  procured  three  blank  books,  as  you  recommend.  Sir,  except- 
ing the  lining,  which  I  highly  approve  of,  and  the  volumes  being  the  right  size 
I  shall  get  them  lined  without  delay. 

I  feel  a  satisfaction  in  spending  my  time  to  do  anything  right,  if  I  have  the 

means  of  so  doing,  and  I  presume  many  others  have  the  same  disposition.    I 

really  think  the  Legislature  have  something  to  do,  before  so  desirable  an  object 

can  be  attained. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  BLOOD,  CUrk  qfthe  Toum  qf  SterUng. 

Memorandum, — ^The  law  is  so  defective,  that  it  never  can  effect  anything,  in 
my  opinion,  until  it  is  revised. 

Who  is  to  complain  of  delinquents  for  neglecting  to  return  to  town  darka, 
births  and  deaths?  Town  clerks  will  not  be  willing  to  risk  their  popolazitj  to 
do  it.     Sextons  will  make  lame  returns  of  deaths,  their  cause,  &c. 

On  account  of  births,  let  midwives  have  some  agency  in  the  matteii  leaving 
panntt  to  return  names,  U^    On  accoont  of  deaths,  phyaciaas  oalj  will  he 
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able  fiopoily  to  give  Muises,  &c.  I  onderataad  much  of  the  new  law  is 
stiODgly  reeoniDieiided  by  physidans,  to  fonn,  as  I  presume,  valuable  atatistica, 
and  what  can  they  make  from  anch  miserable  returns. 

But,  one  great  defect  is,  that  the  last  six  months  there  is  no  obligation  on 
any  one  to  return  a  single  birth  or  death,  say  previous  to  1st  May. 

Mafiiugti. — From  Ist  April  to  1st  May  there  will  be  no  return  for  the  yeax 
[in  which  the  town  deric  makes  his  return  t] 

In  the  new  law  there  are  imposed  considerable  duties,  and  penalties  affixed ; 
but  not  a  cent  compensation  for  duties  performed,  &c. 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  make  it  the  duty  of  town  treaaurers  to  complain  of 
delinquents,  in  making  retuma  to  town  clerks? 

There  is  quite  a  difference  between  volunteering  our  aervices  and  acting  in 
conformity  with  an  injunction  (^  law. 


North  Brookfield,  Monf  8,  1843. 
JoHM  A.  BoLLca,  Esq.,  Seerdary  of  the  Comnumweidih,  BoiUm: 

Dear  Sir, — ^Your  circular  under  date  of  April  10th,  1843,  with  blank  re- 
trnnsy  forms,  &c.  came  duly  to  hand.  In  conformity  with  instructions  con- 
tained in  the  same,  I  herewith  inclose  returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths, 
for  the  year  ending  the  first  inst.,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  make  them  out  from 
my  recorda;  but  so  imperfect  are  they,  owing  to  the  delinquency  of  heads  of 
families  in  their  reports,  that  the  return  is  nearly  useless.  Besides  this  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  parents,  &c.  there  are  other  difficulties,  which  I  think  will 
render  it  impossible  to  fill  the  blanks  with  that  degree  of  accuracy  which  is 
desirable,  and  I  will  state  some  of  them.  1st.  Births. — The  first  column  is 
for  number,  No.  1,  No.  3,  &c.  to  record  the  order  in  which  they  occur.  This 
cannot  be  done,  for  parents  cannot  report  them  until  they  are  named y  and  one 
man  will  perhaps  name  and  report  his  child  the  first  week,  while  another  will 
not  name  his  child  for  six  or  eight  months,  so  that  if  it  occurs  in  the  last  half 
of  the  year,  it  will  probably  not  be  reported  and  recorded  until  into  the  next 
year ;  this  destroys  all  order,  both  in  numbers  and  dates.  I  should  think  I  had 
recorded,  during  the  year  now  just  ended,  35  or  30  births,  but,  as  you  will  see 
by  the  return,  only  two  of  them  occurred  during  that  year — so  that  the  most 
that  can  be  done  is  to  record  and  report  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
rtporUd  to  the  clerk,  without  any  reference  whatever  to  order  of  date. 

3.  Marriages. — ^The  same  objections  exist  in  thii  record,  as  to  order  of  data 
and  number.  One  clergyman,  perhaps,  will  marry  a  couple  and  send  his  cer- 
tificate to  the  clerk  the  same  day  or  very  soon.  Another  clergyman  will  join 
a  couple  in  marriage  at  the  same  time,  or  before,  and  keep  back  his  certificate 
a  month  or  two,  and  then  send  it  in,  and  it  will  be  recorded  when  received.  A 
third  will  not  report  his  marriagee  until  the  end  of  the  year,  which  jou  see 
jumbles  them  all  out  of  order ;  moreover,  the  end  of  the  year  appointed  by 
law  for  ministers  and  justices  to  make  their  return  to  the  dorks,  does  not  oof^ 
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respond  with  the  time  when  the  clerks  are  now  required  to  make  (hear  return  ; 
by  which  descrepancy,  many  marriages  which  take  place  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  Ist  of  May,  cannot  be  returned  by  the  clerk.  The  law  requires 
the  clerk  to  record  all  certificates  *^  forthwith,"  upon  their  being  handed  in. 
Again — how  are  their  ages  to  be  ascertained  ?  and  by  whom !  particularly  old 
maids.  When  th^e  is  a  law  to  oblige  them  to  tell  their  ages  to  the  ministers, 
perhaps  they  will  render,  but  not  before.  Their  color — how  is  that  to  be  re- 
ported! Shall  any  one  be  obliged  to  trace  back  their  descent  to  Shem,  Ham 
and  Japhet  ?  or  will  you  be  content  with  a  statement  that  **  he  or  she  is  *  very 
black,'  or  '  pretty  considerable  black,'  or  '  rather  dark,'  or  *  sandy,'  or  <  light 
complexioned ;'  "  these  questions,  perhaps,  don't  concern  a  clerk,  though  I 
am  ignorant  upon  whom  the  duty  would  fall. 

Record  of  Deaths. — ^These  can  generally  be  ascertained  by  the  clerk,  if  he 
will  inquire  of  the  bell-ringer,  the  name,  age,  &c.,  and  of  the  doctor  what  the 
disease  was  ;  but  as  for  their  being  reported  by  the  head  of  a  family,  I  never 
knew  the  instance  during  the  seven  years  of  my  clerkship. 

Then,  in  addition  to  all  these  impossibilities  and  difficulties,  there  is  another 

which  operates,  and  would,  to  some  extent,  if  all  the  others  were  removed, — 

and  that  is  the  want  of  adequate  compensation,  for  no  man  can  afford  to  make 

the  records  and  returns  that  are  now  required,  for  the  present  legal  fees,  even 

with  all  possible  facilities. 

Yours,  respectfully,    CHAS.  ADAMS,  Jr. 


,  Westborouoh,  Majf  IS,  1643. 

Dear  Sir, — ^I  herewith  make  my  returns,  and  as  correctly  as  possible  from 
the  materials  I  have  been  able  to  gather ;  have  been  obliged  to  call  upon  cler- 
gymen, physicians  and  midwives,  to  enable  me  to  accomplish  so  much  :  and 
you  see  at  once  that  it  cannot  be  correct,  as  there  is  an  increase  of  population 
in  this  town,  which  this  return  disproves.  A  correct  registration  cannot  be 
accomplished  under  present  circumstances.  I  have  repeatedly  called  upon  the 
town  in  their  meetings,  and  posted  the  laws,  which  are  a  **  terror  to  evil  doers," 
but  they  heed  it  not ;  therefore,  I  think  if  Massachusetts  intends  accomplish- 
ing the  object,  a  new  code  of  laws  upon  the  subject  must  be  made,  whereby 
either  greater  penalties,  or  give  officers  or  registrars  power  or  pay,  (which 
seems  to  be  the  way  to  acfcomplish  an  object,)  to  go  through  the  town  annu- 
ally, and  see  that  parents  and  householders  make  their  true  returns.  Births — 
there  are  some  who  employ  physicians  from  other  towns,  which  I  cannot  learn, 
and  you  will  sec  the  sex  of  some  I  have  not  given,  nor  cannot,  unless  I  go  to 
their  houses,  which  as  yet  I  am  not  obliged  to  do.  Marriages — if  other  towns 
make  true  returns  you  will  have  them ;  in  this  town  27  were  published — ^retam 
S3  married ;  3  of  SS  were  not  published  here — so  that  you  have  but  19  of  the 
S7  who  were  published  in  this  town.  Deaths — ^I  have  requested  the  sexton 
to  keep  a  record  of  his  burials,  with  name,  age,  &c.,  which  he  will  do,  and 
another  year  that  return  will  be  made  correctly.    I  am  pleased  with  your  re- 
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port ;  it  13  brin^g  the  subject  immediately  before  the  people,  and  will  soon 
accomplish  the  object.  Whether  in  the  marriage  department  the  ages  of  the 
ladies  will  be  found  correct,  as  records  are  so  deficient,  is  rather  doubtful,  as 
88  is  the  extreme.  Instead  of  a  correct  and  '*  true  copy"  of  record  of  births, 
I  make  a  **  return'*  as  full  and  complete  as  possible,  and  run  the  risk  of  **  pen- 
alty."   Hoping  your  efforts  will  prove  successful, 

I  am  truly  yours,    E.  M.  PHILLIPS. 


Amhirst,  May  33,  1843. 

John  A.  Bollbs,  Esq.  :  Sir, — Accompan3ring  this  is  a  return  of  the 
births,  marriages  and  deaths,  in  this  town,  for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1843, 
with  a  copy  of  the  records  of  each,  certified  as  required  by  the  statute.  For 
five  years  only  has  a  record  of  deaths  been  kept  in  this  ofiice,  and  those  haye 
been  entered,  as  they  have  transpired  and  came  to  my  knowledge,  in  the  form 
which  you  have  prescribed,  excepting  the  occupation,  which  was  added  last 
year,  according  to  the  requisition  of  the  law.  Clerg3rmen  were  not  in  the 
habit  of  certifying  the  marriages  solemnized  by  them,  yearly,  till  1837.  No- 
tice was  that  year  issued  from  this  office  to  each  of  them,  notifying  them  of 
the  existing  laws  upon  that  subject  and  that  they  must  be  complied  with,  and 
they  have  since  that  time  yearly  conformed  to  the  law.  One  of  the  reverend 
gentlemen  sent  in  a  certificate  of  811  couple  married  by  him  in  this  town 
within  30  years.  This  certificate  was  entered  on  the  record  and  covered  six 
pages,  each  couple  being  entered  on  a  single  line.  That  certificate  we  con- 
sider invaluable,  and  it  has  already  been  referred  to,  for  information  of  import- 
ance, several  times.  The  record  of  marriages  is  kept  according  to  the  form, 
a  copy  of  which  accompanies  the  return.  One  or  two  pages  are  opened  for 
each  minister  in  the  town,  and  the  marriages  which  he  certifies  that  he  has 
officiated  at,  are  entered  year  afler  year,  on  the  same  page.  The  heading  of 
each  page  is  the  same  as  the  copy  now  sent  to  you.  In  this  manner  of  enter- 
ing on  the  record,  we  have,  at  a  birds-eye  view,  the  marriages  by  each  clergy- 
man in  each  year.  As  the  law  requires  the  clergyman  to  certify  only  to  April 
1,  an  additional  certificate  for  the  month  of  April  was  requested  and  cheerfully 
complied  with.  The  return  of  marriages  include  only  those  which  have  been 
certified  to  and  entered  on  the  records.  On  the  return  of  marriages  you  will 
find  a  statement  of  the  publishments  in  this  place,  by  which  we  find  that 
there  were  ten  couple  who  were  probably  married  in  other  places,  and  certified 
to  the  clerks  of  those  tovnis  and  not  to  this  office.  The  utility  of  a  correct 
registry  of  marriages  is  daily  growing  more  apparent,  especially  to  those  inter- 
ested in  proving  marriages  for  pensioned  widows. 

The  record  of  births  was  kept  in  the  manner  which  you  have  suggested 
Ton  will  perceive  that  a  large  number  of  parents  have  not  yet  given  names  to 
their  children,  though  some  of  them  are  nearly  one  year  of  age.     On  the  re- 
turn of  births  you  will  find  a  table  of  them  arranged  monthly,  male  and  female. 
If  a  similar  table  was  prepared  for  all  the  returns  of  births  in  the  state,  it 
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might  aid  the  study  of  the  physiologist  to  ascertain  how  far  the  animal  propen- 

aities  of  man  may  be  periodical,  or  what  effect  our  seasons  may  have  upon 

those  propensities. 

Yours,  respectfully,    S.  C.  CARTER. 


Easthabcpton,  Moy  25,  1843. 

Mr.  BoLLis  :  Sir, — ^I  send  you  herewith  the  returns  of  the  births,  mar- 
riages and  deaths,  which  have  taken  place  in  Easthampton  for  the  year  ending 
May  1,  1843.  My  apology  for  not  sending  a  certified  copy  of  my  record,  is 
that  there  never  has  been  any  record  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  kept  in 
this  town.  I  have  been  clerk  of  this  town  eight  years,  and  as  there  had  not 
been  any  record  kept  previous  to  that  time,  neither  had  any  book  been  provided 
for  keeping  such  records,  therefore  I  have  kept  none. 

The  registration  of  births,  &c.  has  been  very  much  neglected  in  this  as  well 
as  in  other  towns ;  the  law  has  been  "  a  mere  dead  letter ;"  there  has  not 
been  one  birth  or  death  sent  to  the  clerk  to  be  recorded  for  eight  years.  Our 
minister  has  in  but  one  or  two  instances  handed  in  a  list  of  marriages  since  I 
have  been  clerk,  but  he  has  always  been  willing  to  give  information  when  called 
upon.  I  am  under  great  obligations  to  him  and  our  physician  for  information 
that  has  enabled  me  to  make  my  return  what  it  is ;  the  information  that  I  have 
obtained  from  them,  together  with  the  time  that  I  have  spent,  has  enabled  me 
to  make  my  return  nearly  correct. 

I  should  have  procured  a  book  or  books  for  the  records  the  year  past,  but  I 
did  not  know  in  what  shape  to  have  them  '*  got  up"  until  I  received  your  let- 
ter of  instructions.    I  shall  soon  be  prepared  to  keep  the  records  as  they  ought 

to  be  kept. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EBEN'R  FERRY,  Town  CUrk  of  Eatthan^pion. 


souTHjmPTOJsr. 

No  minister  of  the  gospel  or  justice  of  the  peace  has  made  any  return  to  mo 
of  marriages  by  them  solemnized  during  the  past  year,  and  the  above  return  is 
made  from  personal  knowledge  and  my  record  of  publishments.  I  have  been 
clerk  of  this  town  for  the  last  seven  years,  and  not  more  than  four  returns  of 
marriages  have  been  made  to  me  during  that  time.  Rev.  Mr.  White  has  sol- 
emnized nearly  all  the  marriages  in  this  town  during  said  seven  years,  and 
though  often  r^uested  by  me  to  make  such  returns,  has  not  done  it  in  one  sol- 
itary instance,  nor  has  he  done  it  at  all ;  and  if  I  should  apply  the  provisions 
of  law  in  his  case,  I  should,  in  the  estimation  of  the  most  of  this  community, 
be  worthy  of  ttnpea,  if  not  of  death. 

Very  few  parents  have  made  returns  of  births ;  they  seem  to  be  astonished 
beyond  measure  when  informed  that  the  law  requires  such  action  on  their  part. 

ELISHA  EDWARDS,  Tom  CUHL 
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JfjlRE. 

JoBH  A.  BoLLn,  Esq. :    Diar  Sir, — ^You  will  see  by  this  retam  that  it  is 

mrj  maeh  wanting  in  partiealan,  bat  it  is  as  mnch  so  as  can  be  from  retans 

made  me.    The  nomber  of  marriages  and  deaths  are  nearly  or  quite  correct ; 

probably  measnres  will  be  taken  in  future  to  bring  parents  and  others  to  their 

duty  In  making  returns  to  the  clerk.    There  haye  been  returns  of  more  parents 

cf  the  births  of  their  children  during  the  year  past,  but  which  occurred  before 

the  last  year. 

RespectfuUy,        LEWIS  DEMOND. 


Sprinopield,  May  S9,  1843. 

Sir, — ^With  this  you  find  the  return  sent  me  by  you  a  few  weeks  since.  As 
town  cleric,  I  regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  return  it  to  you  almost  as  much  of  a 
blank  as  it  came  to  me.  There  has  been  no  return  made  to  me  the  past  year 
of  births  or  deaths,  and  by  the  records  of  the  town  I  find  there  has  been  but 
Tery  few  returned  the  past  fifteen  years.  As  to  marriages,  I  return  you  all 
that  hare  been  returned  to  me,  although  I  have  published  half  as  many  more. 
There  must  be  one  of  three  causes  why  there  are  not  more  returned,  viz. :  the 
parties  after  being  published  must  have  changed  their  minds  and  backed  out — 
«r  they  must  have  gone  out  of  town  to  get  married— or  the  clergy  and  justices 
of  the  peace  have  neglected  to  make  return.  The  last  cause  I  should  think 
the  most  likely.  I  could  not  return  half  as  many  married  as  I  have,  had  I 
not  written  to  four  of  our  clergy,  and  told  them  that  in  my  opinion  not  only 
the  laws  of  God  but  the  laws  of  man  ought  to  be  obeyed,  and  requested  them 
to  make  their  returns  of  marriages  as  the  law  provides. 

Respectfully  yours,  &c. 

JOSEPH  IN6RAHAM,  TWn  CUrk. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Bollks,  Seerdanf  SUUe,  BosUm,  Ma8$. 


Hbath,  Moy  24,  1843. 

To  Hon.  John  A.  Bollis  :  Dear  Sir, — ^I  send  you  my  return  of  births, 
deaths  and  marriages  as  correct  as  I  can  get  them.  The  people  in  this  town 
have  been  very  backward  in  observing  the  law  in  this  respect.  The  deaths 
which  I  mxpd  you  I  have  been  obliged  to  get  as  I  could,  and  most  of  the  births 
1  took  from  our  physician's  record.  I  have  a  correct  account  of  all  deaths  but 
one,  (a  Mrs.  Fairbanks,  an  old  lady,)  and  of  all  the  marriages ;  the  births  are 
imperfectly  returned. 

By  giving  the  subject  more  attention,  and  posting  copies  of  the  law  in  diffisrent 
parts  of  the  town,  I  trust  another  year  the  returns  from  this  town  will  be  cor- 
net. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

LYSANDER  M.  WARD,  TWii  CUrk  qf  Hudk 


24  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 

Fall  River,  Mgiy  25,  1843. 

Secrdary  ofiht  CammonweaUh :  Dear  Sir, — ^I  send  herewith  my  returns  of 
births,  marriages  and  deaths,  but  I  cannot  conscientiously  permit  them  to  go  with- 
out explanation  or  comment.  I  have  signed  them  as  required,  and  by  so  doing 
the  law  makes  me  say  what  I  kmno  to  be  untrue  ;  still,  I  haven't  the  prima 
fadt  evidence  to  exhibit  to  the  contrary  to  show  the  incorrectnes  of  the  re- 
turns. For  instance,  the  return  signed  by  me  says,  without  qualification,  that 
the  '^  whole  number  of  births  in  the  town,  for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1843," 
is  **  307."  Now  I  feel  fully  confident  in  my  own  mind  that  the  wholt  number 
of  births  has  not  come  to  my  knowledge  ;  and  so  with  regard  to  the  marriages 
and  also  the  deaths.     But  we  will  pass  from  generalUiea  to  particulars. 

Birihs. — ^Instead  of  being  governed  by  my  records,  I  have  been  governed 
exclusively  by  the  returns  of  our  physicians,  for  the  number  of  births,  all  of 
whom,  I  am  happy  to  say,  (with  one  exception,)  have  been  very  kind  and  very 
prompt  in  giving  the  desired  statistics  occurring  in  their  practice.  Drs.  T.  and 
A.  C.  Wilbur,  whose  practice  is  extensive,  have  given  me  no  information  upon 
the  subject ;  I  was,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of  estimating  the  number  of 
births  which  they  probably  would  have  returned,  which  estimate  is  indudtd  in 
my  return.  Some  of  the  statements  gave  the  proportion  of  males  and  females. 
For  instance— of  161  births,  74  were  males  and  87  females.  It  is  not  doubted 
here,  but  that  many  births  occur,  among  the  Irish  portion  of  our  population, 
unattended  by  any  physician. 

Marriages, — ^To  the  honor  and  credit  of  all  our  stated  clerg3rmen  be  it  said, 
they  have  made  their  returns,  although  in  one  or  two  instances  not  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  law.  These  returns  have  been  entered  upon  the  records, 
and  a  certified  copy  thereof  is  herewith  transmitted.  There  were  143  certifi- 
cates of  publishment  issued,  and  the  clerk  is  of  opinion  that  not  over  a  dozen 
or  fifteen  were  married  out  of  the  place.  Transient  clergymen  probably  ofl&- 
ciated  in  some  instances,  of  which  no  return  was  made. 

Deaths, — Although  we  are  compelled  to  show  a  sad  account  of  mortality 
here,  on  paper,  still  the  story  is  not  all  told,  I  have  taken  some  pains  to  pro- 
cure information  upon  this  subject  during  the  past  year,  and  have  made  record 
of  the  same  at  the  time.  This  I  have  been  enabled  to  make  more  perfect, 
particularly  with  reference  to  *'  disease  or  cause  of  death,"  by  the  returns  of 
our  physicians  ;  and  probably  it  would  have  been  still  more  accurate,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  omission  already  referred  to.  Their  returns  have  also  lengthened 
the  list  considerably,  which  will  account  for  the  irregularity  of  dates  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  my  returns.  It  is  supposed  that  many  deaths  occur  here  of  personB 
(particularly  among  the  young,)  who  were  not  attended  by  physicians,  and  of 
which  we  have  no  information. 

Oeneral  Remarks  and  Suggestions. — Our  population  is  transient,  variable, 
changing.  Families  are  coming  and  going  constantly,  but  more  of  the  former 
than  the  latter, — and  while  this  fact  exists,  I  have  not  the  sagacity  to  divine  a 
plan  of  perfect  aocoracy  in  a  system  of  registration. 
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It  Ib  the  practice  of  our  asMssors  to  visit  every  family  in  town  in  the  month 
of  May,  to  get  a  valuation  of  polls  and  estates,  &c.  Now  if  this  custom  pre- 
vails in  other  towuB,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  they  might  get  the  desired  in- 
formation upon  the  subject  in  question,  tolerably  accurate,  with  the  exception 
of  those  which  might  move  out  of  the  state  during  the  year.  I  should  have 
some  scruples,  however,  to  adding  further  to  their  already  (of  late  years,)  in- 
creased duties. 

The  object  aimed  at  by  the  present  law  depends,  I  think,  too  much  upon 
voluntary  action  to  be  obtained.  I  have  been  asked,  on  seeking  information,  if 
there  was  any  penalty  if  the  information  was  not  given,  and  on  replying  in  the 
negative,  I  have  been  told  it  was  too  much  trouble.  There  are  those  of  this 
class  in  all  communities — Whence  the  foregoing  opinion. 

I  conceive  the  present  law  to  be  but  little  short  of  an  imposition  upon  town 
clerks.    It  compels  them  to  perform  a  perplexing  duty,  requiring  not  a  little  of 
their  time,  without  an  intimation  of  any  compensation  either  from  the  state  or 
town,  and,  as  a  finishing  stroke,  if  they  do  not  do  it  they  are  subjected  to  a  fine 
of  $  10 ! !     Verily,  civilization  seems  to  be  advancing  retrograde.    Monsieur 
J\mson  must  have  come  again  with  his  penalty  of  hanging  and  fining  forty 
shillings.    And  this  is  not  all.     If  a  poor  town  clerk  is  so  unfortunate  (and 
I  can  easily  conceive  such  a  circumstance,  while  he  is  dependent  entirely  on 
others,)  as  not  to  have  any  returns  to  make,  how  can  he  get  rid  of  paying  his 
$  10,  unless  he  goes  into  bankruptcy  ?    The  law  says,  *'  returns,  or  $  10."    The 
clerk  says,  *^  I  have  no  returns,  therefore  my  only  alternative  is  to  pay  the  fine. 
I  partly  came  to  the  conclusion,  while  engaged  in  this  business,  recently,  with 
the  pressure  of  other  business,  that  if  the  law  continued  without  modification 
or  amendment,  and  I  should  be  town  clerk  another  year,  my  return  might  con- 
sist of  a  $  10  bill. 

Your  intimation  of  prosecuting  for  neglect,  on  the  part  of  parents,  &c.  rel- 
ative to  births  and  deaths,  is  kindly  received.  I  beg  leave,  however,  respect- 
fully to  decline  the  '*  hint/^  Until  the  law  designates  me  as  its  agent,  to  see 
that  it  is  carried  into  execution,  I  shall  not  prosecute  my  neighbors  and  friends 
for  a  violation  of  it. 

I  hope  I  shall  not  be  considered  captious  in  thus  freely  expressing  my  opin- 
ion upon  the  several  points  to  which  I  have  alluded.  While  penning  these  re- 
marks I  have  been  in  most  perfect  good  humor,  and  intend  them  only  for  the 
benefit  (if,  indeed,  any  benefit  can  be  derived  from  them,)  of  those  who  may 
have  charge  of  the  subject  at  *'  head-quarters." 

Truly,  yours,    BENJ.  EARL. 

P.  S.  One  of  our  physicians  suggests  an  addition  to  the  heading  of  the  list 
of  deaths,  viz. : — ^**  Place  oj  JVcrfim^y." 
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Town  ClerVi  OffUx,  \ 

Niw  Bedford,  Jiine  87,  1843.  | 

To  John  A.  Bollks,  Esq.,  Sterdary  of  (he  CommontceaUh : 

Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  are  the  returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  re- 
quired by  the  Act  of  March  3,  1842.  You  will  see,  at  a  single  glance,  that 
they  are  too  imperfect  to  answer  any  purpose  whatever.  I  hardly  know  what 
my  duty  is  in  relation  to  collecting  information  of  this  kind.  I  have  supposed, 
however,  that  it  was  limited  to  the  registry  of  all  such  cases  as  might  be  re- 
turned to  me,  which  you  will  perceive  have  been  very  few.  The  number  of 
marriages  in  this  town  cannot  be  much  less  than  200,  and  yet  there  has  been, 
during  the  past  year,  but  ninety  returned.  The  number  of  deaths,  also,  I  am 
led  to  believe,  both  from  inquiry  and  from  other  sources  of  information,  will  ex- 
ceed 200,  and  the  number  of  births  400  ;  whilst  of  the  former  none  have  been 
returned,  and  of  the  latter  only  5. 

The  law  requires  the  several  town  cleiks  to  keep  a  record  of  "  the  births, 
marriages  and  deaths  of  all  persons  within  their  respective  towns  and  cities 
which  may  come  to  their  knowledge."  I  have,  however,  supposed  that  this 
was  to  be  understood  as  meaning  all  such  as  should  qffieialhf  come  to  their 
knowledge  ;  that  is,  all  marriages  which  should  be  rdtamed,  and  all  births  and 
deaths  which  should  be  rtporUd  to  them.  This  has  been  the  interpretation 
given  to  the  law  on  this  subject  both  by  my  predecessors  and  myself,  and  I 
have  made  no  attempts  to  collect  information  in  any  other  manner,  from  a  full 
conviction  that  any  means  which  I  might  be  enabled  to  employ  for  this  object, 
without  the  cooperation  of  the  citizens  generally,  or  the  aid  of  some  municipal 
regulations,  would  prove  ineffectual ;  and  that  after  all  the  labor  and  exertion 
which  would  be  necessary  for  this  purpose,  nothing  like  an  approximation  to 
the  truth  would  be  obtained. 

Notwithstanding  the  law  in  relation  to  births  and  deaths  has  been  repeatedly 
published  here  for  the  information  of  the  citizens,  it  has  in  fact  become  a  dead 
letter  upon  our  statute  books  ;  and  even  the  law  in  relation  to  the  returns  of 
marriages  is  disregarded  by  many  of  our  clerg3rmen  and  magistrates ; — not 
more,  probably,  than  one  half  of  the  whole  number  being  made,  even  after 
repeated  solicitations  to  do  so. 

It  will  undoubtedly  be  admitted  by  every  one,  that  the  information  which  the 
present  law  contemplates  would  be  of  great  value,  provided  it  could  be  made 
complete ;  but  from  my  experience,  I  believe  it  would  be  futile  to  expect  such 
a  result  from  its  operations. 

I  would  here  state,  in  extenuation  of  my  offence  for  neglecting  to  make  the 
returns  required  by  law,  in  1842,  that  in  consequence  of  the  imperfect  state  of 
our  records,  I,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the  circular  and  blank  for  thai 
year,  set  about  procuring  the  required  information  from  such  sources  as  I 
thought  would  be  most  likely  to  result  successfully ;  and  that  after  having 
prosecuted  the  research  so  far  as  to  ascertain  that  there  had  been  whhin  the 
town,  during  the  year  ending  May  1,  1842,  at  least  184  deaths  and  348  births, 
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I  was  induced,  in  Tiew  of  the  difficolties  which  seemed  to  present  themselves 
on  erery  hand,  to  abandon  any  further  voluntary  efforts  :  and,  believing  it  to 
be  quite  impossible  for  the  state  to  obtain  the  required  information  under  the 
operation  of  the  existing  law,  and  therefore  that  the  whole  plan  would  be 
abandoned  in  its  present  form,  and  some  more  adequate  provisions  made  for  the 
effectual  accomplishment  of  so  desirable  tn  object,  I  neglected  wholly  to  make 
return,  supposing  that  from  its  necessarily  imperfect  state  it  would  not  be  re- 
quired. But  this  conclusion  I  was  induced  to  abandon  upon  the  receipt  of  your 
report  on  the  subject,  made  to  the  legislature  in  February  last. 

A  further  delay  has  also  occurred  in  making  the  returns  for  the  present  year, 
which  I  sincerely  regret,  and  which  I  hope  will  not  cause  you  any  additional 
labor.  It  has  been  occasioned  by  my  desire  to  hit  upon  some  plan  by  which 
you  could  be  furnished  with  a  correct  return  from  this  town.  But  failing  in 
this,  I  now  transmit  you  copies  of  such  records  as  have  been  made  within  the 
year,  together  with  a  return  of  all  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths  which  have 
come  to  my  knowledge  officially. 

Permit  me  here  to  express  the  opinion,  that  the  present  law  is,  in  its  provis- 
ions, inadequate  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  contemplated,  and  can- 
not, in  its  present  form,  be  made  to  accomplish  the  end  proposed. 

I  am.  Sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  H.  CRAPO,  Toum  Oerk. 


Canton,  3%  29,  1843. 

DiAR  Sir, — The  accompanying  returns,  though  as  full  as  it  is  in  my  power  to 
make  them,  are  far  from  being  complete, — the  deaths,  with  but  two  excep- 
tions, having  been  obtained  from  the  sexton,  who  seldom  notes  down  the  age 
or  sex  of  the  person  who  has  died,  and  generally  gives  the  date  of  the  funeral 
instead  of  that  of  the  death  ;  and  the  greater  number  of  births  which  have 
been  reported,  since  the  attention  of  the  town  has  been  called  to  the  subject, 
are  those  of  several  years  back. 

Agreeably  to  a  vote  of  the  town,  notices  have  been  posted  up  in  the  several 
meeting-houses,  calling  upon  the  inhabitants  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
the  law,  an  abstract  of  which  accompanied  each  notice.  This,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  the  means  of  enabling  the  clerk  next  year  to  make  a  more  full  return. 

There  would  have  been  less  difficulty  in  effecting  this  object  if  the  law  had 
been  more  definite,  or  if  it  been  provided  t^at  the  compensation  for  registering 
should  be  paid  eventually  from  the  state  treasury,  as  I  find  that  some  have  been 
deterred  from  having  their  children  registered  through  fear  of  the  expense, 
thinking  that  the  fees  might  be  the  same  as  for  a  marriage  certificate, — ^while 
others,  who  understand  that  the  fees  are  to  be  paid  by  the  town,  wish  to  save 
the  town  from  what  they  think  a  useless  expense.  As  in  some  towns  there 
may  be  a  majority  of  this  opinion,  unless  some  alteration  is  made  the  law  will 
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be  very  easily  evaded,  by  choosing  a  clerk  who  will  disregard  it,  and  voting  to 
remit  all  fines  that  may  be  incurred.  But  should  this  not  be  the  case,  full  re- 
turns cannot  be  expected  till  the  law  is  revised,  as  much  of  the  information  re- 
quired to  make  them  complete  may  not  be  received  by  the  clerk  till  five  months, 
in  the  case  of  births  and  deaths,  and,  in  that  of  marriages,  eleven  months,  af\er 
the  time  allowed  him  has  expired.  And  as  there  is  no  provision  for  making 
up  deficiencies,  what  is  received  too  late,  though  recorded  in  the  town  books, 
will  never  be  reported. 

I  shall  endeavor,  as  far  as  in  my  power,  to  enforce  the  law  in  the  case  of 
marriages  and  births,  but,  with  regard  to  deaths,  shall  feel  obliged  to  wait  for 
voluntary  information.  This  information  might  be  very  easily  obtained  by 
those  who  have  the  care  of  funerals,  if  it  were  made  their  duty  to  attend  to  it 
and  they  were  allowed  a  compensation  for  the  service.  But  I  think  it  ought 
not  to  be  expected  that  a  town  clerk  should  call  upon  any  family  in  which  he 
may  hear  that  a  death  has  taken  place,  to  enquire  into  the  particulars,  or,  after 
waiting  six  months  for  the  information,  to  prosecute  the  person  to  blame,  for 
the  neglect. 

With  regard  to  the  manner  of  registering,  though  I  have  followed  the  plan 
of  some  of  my  predecessors  in  office  of  recording  the  births  in  families  in  a 
book  which  serves  for  the  record  of  births,  deaths,  marriages,  and  intentions  of 
marriages,  and  which  was  furnished  by  the  town  when  it  was  first  incorporated, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  adopt,  and  no  doubt  my  successors  would  follow,  any  other 
method  which  might  be  thought  best,  whenever  the  necessary  books  are  furn- 
ished for  the  purpose,  which  I  think,  if  imiformity  is  required,  ought  to  be 
done  by  the  state  instead  of  the  towns. 

Less  blame  would  be  attached  to  the  clerks  for  apparent  neglect  of  duty,  if 
the  peculiar  situation  of  a  large  proportion  of  them  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion,— ^many  of  them  receiving  nothing  for  their  services  excepting  the  trifling 
fees  allowed  by  law,  the  payment  of  which  is  often  evaded, — and  new  duties 
being  often  imposed  upon  them  by  the  legislature,  for  which  no  compensation  is 
provided,  and  those  duties  such  as  cannot  be  performed  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  town,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  scattered  over  a  large  extent  of  ter- 
ritory. If  when  laws  are  passed  requiring  such  services,  and  which  cannot  be 
made  to  appear  of  immediate  benefit  to  the  towns,  provision  should  be  made  to 
have  the  expenses  paid  from  the  state  treasury,  there  would  be  less  difficulty 
in  enforcing  them. 

Your  report  and  circular  were  not  received  till  after  I  had  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  town  to  the  subject  in  April,  since  which  there  has  been  but  one 
meeting,  and  that  very  thinly  attended.  As  there  will  be  likely  to  be  a  very 
full  meeting  in  November,  I  intend  again  to  bring  it  forward.  A  circular  ad- 
dressed to  the  several  town  clerks,  especially  those  who  have  been  negligent, 
and  which  would  be  received  by  them  three  or  four  weeks  previous  to  the 
meeting,  would  no  doubt  have  a  good  effect ;  and  if  printed  copies  of  the  law 
^onld  be  furnished  to  the  clerks,  to  be  posted  up  in  several  public  places  of 
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meeting  in  the  town,  no  doabt  the  law,  defective  as  it  is,  would  be  better  ob- 

aerved. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,        JAMES  A.  BAZIN. 

John  A.  Bolles,  Esq.,  Stattary  of  iht  CommanweaUh, 


Milton,  May  26,  1843. 

There  was  but  one  birth  and  one  death  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  town 
of  Milton  during  that  part  of  the  year  previous  to  March  last,  when  the  books 
came  into  my  possession, — and  I  have  been  obliged  to  make  use  of  such  infor- 
mation as  I  could  obtain  elsewhere,  in  making  my  return. 

The  number  of  deaths  stated  in  the  return  I  believe  to  be  precisely  correct, 
and  the  other  information  sufficiently  so,  as  far  as  it  goes.  The  christian  name 
and  sex  of  many  of  the  children  could  not  be  ascertained ;  there  is  a  deficiency 
also  in  the  column  of  diseases. 

As  respects  the  births,  except  those  in  the  return  none  have  come  to  my 
knowledge  so  particularly  that  I  should  be  able  to  make  a  correct  entry  of 
them  upon  the  records.  I  can  make  no  estimate  of  the  number  of  births  in 
the  town  during  the  past  year. 

But  few  births  or  deaths  (probably  in  the  whole  not  exceeding  40  each,) 
have  been  recorded  during  the  last  seven  years. 

The  record  of  marriages,  during  the  year,  is  also  incomplete.     Of  (he  three 

dergymai  officiating  in  Milton,  ont  has  recently  left  without  making  his  return  to 

the  town  clerk ;  and  though  I  have  made  exertions  to  find  his  record,  I  have 

been  unable  to  do  so.     The  whole  number  of  marriages  in  the  ^wn,  during 

the  year,  probably  would  not  exceed  20. 

JASON  REED,  Toum  Clerk. 


Wrentham,  July  7,  1843. 

Dear  Sir, — Herewith  I  transmit  you  the  return  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths,  also  a  copy  of  the  record  of  those  events  in  this  town,  during  the  year 
ending  May  1,  1843. 

My  neglect  to  do  so,  during  the  month  of  May,  arose  from  no  desire  to 
evade  the  law,  but  from  an  earnest  desire  to  obtain  and  communicate  the  infor- 
mation which  it  was  the  design  of  the  law  to  reach. 

Up  to  the  first  of  May,  only  a  single  death  had  been  reported,  which,  with 
one  or  two  births,  would  have  been  all  I  could  have  returned. 

Having  been  informed  by  the  clerk  in  your  office,  that  the  abstract  would 
not  be  made  up  immediately,  I  was  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  present  a  return 
of  every  birth  and  death  that  had  taken  place  in  the  town  during  the  past  year ; 
but  owing  to  a  press  of  other  matters,  I  have  been  able  to  visit  only  about  a 
third  of  the  families  in  town,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  only  about  one 
third  of  the  births  and  deaths  in  town  are  returned. 

Indeed,  within  a  short  distaace  of  me,  there  are  several  children  waiting  for 
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names,  ere  they  can  be  recorded ;  but  as  the  six  months  have  not  expired  that 
is  allowed  the  parent  to  bring  in  the  name,  &c.,  I  do  not  see  as  I  can  notice 
them  in  the  return. 

You  will  perceire  by  the  record  of  marriages,  that  the  return  by  those  au- 
thorized to  solemnize  them  does  not  state,  in  every  instance,  the  town  in  which 
the  ceremony  was  performed.  Twenty-three  is  the  number,  I  believe,  which 
were  solemnized  in  this  town. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

DAVID  L.  COWELL. 
John  A.  Bollcs,  Esq. 

WcsT  Bridoswatir,  May  24,  1843. 

Dejlr  Sir, — ^The  method  of  registering  births  and  deaths,  in  this  town,  has 
been  to  place  the  names  of  children,  and  the  dates  of  birth,  in  a  column  under- 
neath the  names  of  their  respective  parents,  and  whenever  a  death  occurs  in 
the  family,  to  place  the  date  of  the  child's  death  in  the  adjoining  column,  di- 
rectly opposite  its  name,  by  which  method  the  age  of  the  child  is  seen  at  one 
view ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  person  whose  birth  has  never  been  re- 
corded in  this  town,  the  person's  name  and  age  (m  yean^)  is  registered  in 
another  place,  under  the  head  of  deaths  ofdy. 

Agreeably  to  the  above  method,  in  order  to  make  my  return  a  verbatim  copy  of 
record,  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  making  use  of  the  prefix,  Iht  ckUdrtn 
^  in  the  plural^  notwithstanding  in  a  record  for  only  one  year  there  is  an  addi- 
tion of  but  one  child  to  any  one  family. 

And,  it  will  be  observed,  that  the  fwmbar  of  births,  in  the  general  return, 
does  not  exactly  correspond  with  the  number  in  the  copy  of  record,  for  the  ob- 
vious reason  that  six  months  are  allowed  parents,  guardians,  &c.,  to  give  no- 
tice of  burths ;  therefore  all  have  not,  as  yet,  been  recorded. 

And,  likewise,  the  number  of  marriages  returned  does  not,  probably,  em- 
brace the  whole  which  have  been  solemnized,  for  several  others  have  received 
certificates  of  publishment,  and,  it  is  presumed,  are  married ;  but  there  hav- 
ing been  no  official  returns  made,  they,  of  course,  have  not  been  recorded. 

In  my  return  of  deaths,  it  so  happens,  that  there  are  nine  of  the  twelve, 
who  have  died  the  past  year,  whose  births  are  not  recorded  in  ikU  town  ;  con- 
sequently their  ages  in  years,  months  and  days  cannot  be  ascertained  without 
having  recourse  to  the  old  records  in  anothar  town,  (of  which  this  was  formerly 
a  part,)  for  the  date  of  their  respective  births.    I  have,  therefore,  given  their 

ages  in  years  only. 

Very  respectfullly,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  WHITMAN. 
John  A.  Bolles,  Esq.,  SeareUary  tf  Ui€  CommomoeaWL 
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PLYMOUTH. 

The  town  clerk  says :  '*  There  have  been  67  deaths  in  addition  to  those  re- 
corded and  returned,  as  I  learn  from  sextons.  The  return  is  imperfect, 
although  I  have  taken  great  pains  to  obtain  the  information  which  I  here  trans- 
mit. I  think  that  the  number  of  births  in  the  return  does  not  include  more 
than  one  third  of  the  number  actually  bom." 


MARSHFIELD. 

The  town  clerk  of  Marshfield  says  :  '*  Dr.  J.  B.  Fobes,  of  Hanover,  has 
attended  on  persons  in  this  town,  hut  he  rtfmes  to  report  tome  (he  names  of  (he 
diseases  of  whkh  they  died," 

This  is  not  the  only  instance  of  such  extraordinary  and  censurable  refusal, 
if  the  statement  of  clerks  may  be  relied  on.  The  law,  however,  imposes  no 
obligation  upon  physicians  to  answer  questions. 
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LETTER  FROM  LEMUEL  SIIATTUCK,    ESQ. 


The  following  communicalion  from  a  gentleman  who  has  devoted  much  time, 
and  great  skill  and  labor  to  tlic  investigation  of*  the  wliole  subject  of  Vital 
Statistics,  will  be  found  worthy  of  careful  examination  by  those  who  are 
interested  in  the  matter  of  Registration. 

Boston,  Dec.  13,  1843. 
To  John  A.  Bollf.s,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Convmonwcalth. 

Dkar  Sir, — I  acknowle<lge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
requesting  me  to  communicate  to  you  any  suggestions  I  may  deem  expedient  in 
relation  to  the  subject  of  the  Registration  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths. 
It  was  my  intention,  when  a  similar  request  was  made  by  you  last  winter,  to 
have  forwarded  a  communication  to  you  on  the  subject  then,  but  sickness  in 
my  family  prevented  me  from  doing  it.  I  was  pleased,  however,  to  perceive 
from  your  first  annual  report,  that  you  had  availed  yourself  of  several  sugges- 
tions contained  in  the  documents  I  then  placed  in  your  hands. 

My  attention  several  years  since  was  called  to  an  examination  of  the  early 
records  in  Massachusetts  ;  and  among  others,  particularly  those  of  the  birtlis, 
marriages,  and  deaths ;  and  in  connection  with  them  of  the  laws  relating  to 
those  records,  and  the  practical  application  of  these  laws,  in  the  different  peri- 
ods of  our  history.  It  appears  that  the  early  settlers  of  New  England  regarded 
the  subject  of  registration  as  one  of  groat  importance.  An  act  was  passed,  as 
early  as  1039,  orderhig,  **that  the  days  of  every  marriage,  birth,  and  death,  of 
every  person,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts,"  should  be  recorded. 
By  subsecpient  acts  p:issed  between  that  time  and  1657,  **  parents,  masters, 
guardians,  executors,  and  administrators,"  were  required  to  deliver  to  the  town 
clerk  tlie  names  of  such  persons  belonging  to  them,  as  had  been  bom  or  died. 
Every  **  new-married  man  "  was  hkewise  required  to  deliver  the  certificate  of 
his  marriage  to  the  town  clerk  to  bo  recorded.  And  the  town  clerk  was 
obliged  to  make  a  copy  of  these  records,  quarterly  or  annually,  and  transmit  it 
to  the  clerk  of  the  County  Court,  in  which  the  town  was  situated,  to  be  by  him 
recorded.  PYm's  were  allowed  each  town  clerk,  paid  by  the  person  obtaining 
the  record,  for  recording  every  birth,  marriage,  or  death,  and  penalties  were 
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impoeed  on  him  and  others  for  neglecting  to  perform  the  daties  the  hiw  pr»- 
aeribed.  Similar  laws  were  passed  about  the  same  time  in  Plymouth  Colony. 
They  were  re-enacted  under  the  proyincial  charter  of  1693,  and  continued  in 
force  until  the  rerolution,  excepting  the  provision  requiring  returns  to  be  made 
to  the  County  Courts,  which  was  omitted.  In  1785  and  1795  the  laws  on  the 
subject  were  revised,  and  acts  were  passed  similar  to  the  existing  provisions  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  which  continued  nominally  in  force,  until  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  March,  1843. 

In  looking  at  the  practical  operation  of  these  laws,  it  appears  that  during  the 
existence  of  the  first  Colonial  Charter,  and  prior  to  1692,  records  of  some  form, 
though  very  imperfect  and  unsystematic,  were  made  by  the  towns,  and  copies 
of  them  transmitted  to  the  County  Courts.  Many  of  these  records  are  still 
preserved,  though  many  others  are,  through  carelessness  or  negligence,  worn 
out  or  lost.  Such  as  are  in  existence  are  very  valuable.  During  the  exist- 
ence of  the  second  charter,  from  1693,  records  were  still  kept  by  most  of  the 
towns,  though  returns  were  seldom  made  to  the  county.  Since  the  revolution 
the  registration  of  births  and  deaths  has  gradually  fallen  into  neglect,  until  in 
many  towns  what  few  records  are  made  are  comparatively  of  very  little  value. 
This  win  appear  abundantly  evident  from  an  examination  of  your  valuable  re- 
port made  the  last  winter.  The  registration  of  marriages  is  also  very  imper- 
fect, and  in  very  many  instances  known  to  have  been  omitted  altogether.  The 
decent  act,  though  of  considerable  utility,  has  not  provided  a  remedy  for  exist- 
ing defects.  E^lesiastical  registration  has  not  and  cannot  supply  the  place  of 
civil  registration  ;  and  as  to  private  registration,  that  is  also  very  much  neg- 
lected. 

There  are  several  very  obvious  defects  in  the  existing  laws  and  regulations 
on  this  subject.     Among  others  the  following  may  be  mentioned  : — 

1.  They  do  not  make  it  the  special  duty  of  some  particular  person  designated 
to  furnish  and  collect  the  information. 

2.  They  do  not  allow  sufficient  compensation  for  the  performance  of  duty, 
and  do  not  enforce  sufficient  penalties  for  the  neglect  of  it. 

3.  They  do  not  prescribe  any  uniform  plan  or  form  by  which  the  records 
should  be  made  and  kept,  but  leave  it  to  the  discretion  and  taste  of  the  several 
town  clerks. 

4.  They  are  not  sufficiently  explicit,  and  do  not  record  a  sufficient  number  of 
particulars. 

5.  The  records  are  not  provided  with  indexes,  by  which  any  name  may  be 
easily  found  without  the  laborious,  and  often  unsuccessful  examination  for  a 
ha  known  to  be  recorded,  which  is  now  required.  The  existing  records  of 
the  towns  in  this  respect,  appear  in  so  great  a  variety  of  ways,  and  are  gene- 
rally so  ill  arranged,  and  many  of  them  so  badly  made,  that  they  are  much  leas 
useful  to  the  public  than  they  ought  to  be. 

The  imperfection  of  our  records  of  this  kind,  is  a  subject  of  general  com- 
plaint by  those  who  have  examined  them.    These  records  are  the  elements  of 
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all  enquiries  relating  to  population  and  vital  statistics.  It  is  very  inconsistent 
with  the  present  enlightened  state  of  public  opinion,  and  much  to  be  regretted, 
that  a  state  so  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  as  Massachusetts  is,  and  feeling,  as 
she  does,  so  much  interest  in  every  subject  relating  to  the  condition  of  her  citi- 
zens, and  the  progress  of  their  wealth,  should  not  have  an  efficient  system  of 
public  registration,  by  which  the  important  statistics  relating  to  population,  its 
social  condition,  to  life,  disease,  and  mortality,  may  be  known.  The  statistics 
of  pauperism,  of  crime,  of  insanity,  of  education,  and  of  other  subjects,  are 
obtained  at  considerable  labor  and  expense,  annually,  by  the  State,  but,  though 
exceedingly  valuable  in  themselves,  they  are  comparatively  of  less  value,  than 
those  here  proposed  to  be  obtained. 

In  examining  this  subject,  it  appeared  of  sufficient  importance  to  induce  me 

to  obtain  from  England  the  parliamentary  report  and  laws  relating  to  the  system 

of  Registration,  which  was  adopted  there  in  1836  ;  and  also  specimens  of  all  the 

documents,  used  by  the  '*  Registrar  General  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths," 

in  carrying  these  laws  into  execution.     I  have  also  a  series  of  the  annual  reports 

made  by  that  officer  to  Parliament.     These  documents  and  reports  show  that 

the  subject  is  justly  regarded  in  England  as  one  of  great  importance,  and  that 

the  system  is  popular  among  the  people.    I  have  also  obtained  from  France, 

through  Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  an  account  of  the  system  in  operation  there,  which 

has  been  copied  by  most  of  the  other  governments  on  the  Continent.     Some 

account  of  their  system,  obtained  from  these  documents,  was  given  in  your 

report  last  winter.      A   letter,  under  cover  of   one   from  Hon.  Mr.  Cass, 

from  Eugene  Vail,  Esq.,  then  Secretary  of  Legation,  is  forwarded  to  you 

with  this. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  all  these  documents,  and  aAer  considerable 
reflection  on  the  subject  myself,  I  have  prepared  the  accompanying  System  of 
Registration,  which,  though  full,  b  simple,  and  which  I  suppose  might  be  easily 
carried  into  practice  in  all  the  towns  in  this  Commonwealth.  In  introducing  it 
to  you,  I  beg  leave  to  accompany  it  with  a  few  additional  remarks  on  the  im- 
portance and  explanatory  of  the  system. 

One  of  the  most  important  subjects  of  investigation,  and  one  which  concerns 
every  individual  in  the  community,  is  that  which  relates  to  human  life,  em- 
bracing its  reproduction,  development,  continuance  and  decay ;  and  how  far 
each  is  influenced  by  seasons,  locality,  disease,  and  other  circumstances  which 
may  exist.  A  sufficient  number  of  facts  are,  however,  not  as  yet  attainable  in 
this  country,  to  enable  us  to  enter  upon  such  investigations  with  a  probability 
of  arriving  at  satisfactory  results.  No  public  registration  of  much  value  for 
this  purpose,  is  made  of  the  elementary  facts, — the  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths, — and  without  it  the  eflforts  of  private  individuals  can  but  very  imper- 
fectly accomplish  the  object. 

A  system  of  registration  like  the  one  proposed  is  intended  to  accomplish  two 
great  objects  : — 

FIRST. — To  jntterve  the  name,  and  afford  the  means  of  identifying  the 
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connexions,  and  some  facts  concerning  the  personal  history  of  every  person  who 
is  born,  marries,  or  dies,  in  the  community. 

SECOND. — To  determine  how  health,  life,  and  longevity,  are  affected  by  age, 
sea:,  condition  and  occupation ;  by  climate,  season,  and  place  of  residence ;  and  by 
the  diseases  to  which,  under  any  circumstances,  man  may  be  subject. 

I.  To  accomplish  the  first  object,  the  following  particulars  should  be  re- 
corded :  1,  concerning  births,  the  name  of  the  individual  bom,  the  date  and 
place  of  birth,  and  the  name  and  occupation  of  the  parents.  2,  Concerning 
marriages,  the  names,  places  of  birth,  residence,  and  occupation  of  the  parties, 
and  the  date  and  place  of  marriage  ;  the  names,  residence,  and  oecopation  of 
the  fathers  ;  and  the  name  of  the  person  by  whom  the  marriage  ceremony  was 
performed,  and  the  witnesses.  And  3,  concerning  deaths,  the  name  and  age  of 
the  deceased,  and  the  date  and  place  of  death ;  the  occupation,  places  of  birth, 
and  names  of  the  parents. 

Facts  on  all  these  points  are  necessary  to  be  known  in  order  to  determine 
individual  identity.  So  many  individuals  bear  the  same  name,  that  something 
beside  their  names  is  necessary  to  make  them  known.  The  occupation  and 
place  of  residence  are  oiVen  essential.  If  a  record  should  be  made  that  John 
Smith,  John  Brown,  or  a  person  of  some  other  name  of  common  occurrence, 
had  died  in  Boston,  could  he  be  identified  from  others  of  the  same  name,  with- 
out a  record  of  his  place  of  residence,  and  his  occupation  ?  And  if  a  death 
was  recorded,  as  the  son  of  a  similar  name,  must  not  some  particulars  of  their 
parents  be  known  in  order  to  identify  him  ?  The  propriety  of  such  a  record 
must  be  apparent  to  every  one  who  may  examine  the  subject.  The  names  of 
parents  have  uniformly  been  inserted,  I  believe,  in  connection  with  the  records 
of  births,  but  they  have  not  been  in  thb  country  in  those  of  marriages,  or 
deaths  of  adults,  and  very  seldom  of  any  age.  It  is  uniformly  the  practice  in 
Europe  to  insert  them  in  connection  with  both,  and  in  all  cases.  The  parties 
cannot  be  identified  without  such  a  record,  and  it  would  lose  much  of  its  vadue, 
when  this  cannot  be  done ;  and  seems  as  necessary  in  one  case  as  the  other. 

Records  of  this  kind  would  be  of  very  great  importance  in  the  various  civil 
relations  of  society,  and  would  secure  to  all  classes  numerous  legal  rights. 
They  would  not  be  the  source  of  gratification  to  those  who  are  fond  of  geneo- 
logical  investigations  merely,  but  would  be  the  repository  of  facts  and  evidence 
to  settle  questions  involving  the  dearest  rights  and  interests  of  individuals  and 
communities.  It  has  been  well  said  by  an  eminent  English  jurist,  ^*  that  it 
appears  to  him  fully  as  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  individ- 
uals to  preserve  a  register  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  as  it  is  to  preserve  a 
register  of  deeds.  ^'  It  is  useful  to  all  persons,  and  to  some  it  is  of  great  import- 
ance, to  be  able  to  prove,  in  a  legal  way,  their  age  and  place  of  birth  ;  and 
equadly  important  is  the  date  of  death,  and  the  particulars  of  the  marriage  con- 
tract. Sometimes  the  establishment  of  a  right  to  a  legacy  depends  upon  this 
proof.  Several  instances  might  be  mentioned  in  which  estates  have  been  lost 
for  want  of  registration,  and  many  others  in  which  accurate  civil  registers 
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would  have  saved  expenmve  litigation,  and  preserved  families  from  pecimiary 
ruin. 

Evidences  of  relationship  are  easily  lost  among  the  lower  classes  of  society, 
and  indeed  among  all  classes.  There  are  many  individuals  and  families,  who 
know  not  who  their  grand  parents  were.  They  cannot  tell  their  own  age  from 
any  record,  but  only  by  tradition,  or  af\er  calculating  the  date  of  some  other 
remarkable  family  event,  which  has  been  associated  with  that  of  their  birth. 
Such  defects  should  not  exist,  but  the  humblest  individual  ought  to  find  in  the 
public  records  the  means  of  identifying  his  pasents,  and  of  tracing  his  connex- 
ions and  genealogy.  The  rich  can  better  afford  to  pay  the  expense  of  obtain- 
ing other  kind  of  evidence  to  establish  their  rights,  than  the  poor,  but  even  to 
them  it  is  a  consideration  of  great  importance.  Any  one  conversant  vnth  our 
pauper  system,  and  questions  of  settlements,  and  with  the  difficulties  of  deter- 
mining the  legal  rights  of  individuals,  thrown  by  misfortune  on  towns  for  sup- 
port, and  the  expensive  law  suits  often  arising  concerning  them,  must  have  seen 
the  great  defects  of  our  present  system  of  registration,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
adopting  a  more  accurate  and  efficient  one. 

n.  To  accomplish  the  second  object,  the  record  should  furnish  a  class  of 
&cts  different  from  those  which  go  to  show  the  identity  of  individuals,  though 
in  some  particulars  they  must  be  the  same.     It  should  specify  : — 1,  concerning 
birthSf  the  date  of  the  birth,  sex  of  the  child,  and  its  state,  whether  living  or 
stillborn.    2,  concerning  marriages^  the  date  of  the  marriage,  the  age  and  con- 
dition of  the  parties,  whether  bachelor  or  maid,  husband  or  virife,  widower  or 
widow ;  and  3,  concerning  deaths,  the  date  of  the  death,  the  age,  sex,  condi- 
tion, residence,  occupation,  and  disease  or  cause  of  death  of  the  individual.    To 
be  of  value,  every  birth,  every  marriage,  and  every  death,  in  a  place  or  com- 
munity of  known  limits  or  extent,  and  in  a  given  time,  should  be  recorded,  and  the 
particulars  respecting  each  accurately  obtained  and  accurately  entered.     This 
may  be  done  with  great  ease  and  accuracy,  and  with  little  labor,  by  using  the  tab- 
ular form  prepared,  in  the  plan  accompanying  this  conmiunication.     It  is  desir- 
able to  know,  in  relation  to  the  population  of  every  tovni,  county,  and  state,  what 
are  the  number  and  kind  of  births,  and  in  what  months  of  the  year  they  took 
place ;  what  is  the  number  of  marriages,  and  of  what  classes  of  individuals ; 
and  what  is  the  number  of  deaths,  and  what  are  the  circumstance  internal  and 
external  connected  with  them.     These  questions  are  all  of  great  importance, 
and  we  are  all  more  or  less  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  them,  whether 
statesmen,  professional  men,  or  private  individuals  in  society.     Registration 
would  afford  the  means  of  determining  them,  and  would  lead  to  the  adoption  of 
such  regulations  as  would  aid  in  the  diminution  of  sickness,  in  the  security  of 
life,  in  the  improvement  of  the  general  physical  condition  of  the  people,  and  in 
promoting  their  greatest  good,  and  their  greatest  happiness. 

There  are  other  considerations  connected  with  this  subject.  By  the  investi- 
gations of  learned  men  in  Europe,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  reproduction, 
ihe  life,  the  sicknen,  and  the  death  of  .man,  is  regulated  by  oertain  fixed  and 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS.  69 

nmtmal  laws.  These  laws  vary  of  course  according  to  the  individnal  and  the 
circumstances  in  which  he  is  placed.  They  have  not  yet  been  satisfactorily 
investigated  in  their  application  to  man  in  the  circumstances  in  which  he  is 
placed  in  this  country.  Nor  is  it  possible  for  any  one  to  do  it  fully  with  the 
means  we  now  possess.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  many  facts  exist  which 
render  the  operation  of  these  laws  somewhat  peculiar  to  ourselves  ;  and  it  is 
highly  desirable  that  a  system  of  registration  of  human  life  should  be  adopted 
by  which  they  might  be  obtained. 

The  value  of  life,  by  which  I  mean  the  number  of  years  man  may  live,  can- 
not be  ascertained  without  a  knowledge  of  these  laws.  Life  insurance  has 
become  as  common  in  England  as  the  insurance  of  real  or  personal  property  ; 
and  its  advantages  are  becoming  more  known  and  appreciated  by  intelligent 
men  in  this  country.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  establish  equitable  rates 
without  we  understand  the  laws  of  life  and  mortality.  This  knowledge  is  ne- 
cessary to  determine  all  questions  relating  to  life  annuities,  rights  of  dower, 
reversionary  estates,  &c.  All  these  questions  are  determined  by  calculating 
the  expectation  of  life  under  various  circumstances.  Such  calculations  we 
should  be  enabled  to  make  were  the  records  kept  according  to  the  plan  pro- 
posed in  this  paper,  but  not  from  any  existing  data. 

Such  records  would  enable  us  to  construct  tables  of  mortality  containing  an 
invaluable  fund  of  statistical  information,  showing  the  various  influences  in  op- 
eration among  us,  which  tend  to  increase  or  diminish  our  population,  the  com- 
parative value  of  life  among  males  and  females,  and  of  persons  existing  under 
different  circumstances  and  conditions;  and  the  comparative  prevalence  of 
health  and  disease,  and  of  death,  in  the  different  seasons  of  the  year,  in  diifeiv 
ent  localities,  at  the  diflferent  ages,  and  under  different  circumstances  of  life. 
Until  we  have  such  a  class  of  facts  we  cannot  know  the  wants  of  our  popula- 
tion, we  cannot  tell  when  to  apply  remedies  in  order  to  ameliorate  their  condi- 
tion, to  improve  the  general  health  of  the  community,  promote  the  security  of 
life,  and  add  to  the  number  of  years  of  existence.  At  present  our  exertions 
must  be  influenced  by,  and  be  made  upon,  comparatively  uncertain  theory  and 
conjecture  ;  and  of  course  may  produce  erroneous  results. 

These  are  some  of  the  considerations  that  suggest  themselves  in  view  of  this 
subject.  The  next  enquiry  is  ; — How  shall  the  elementary  facts  be  obtained  ? 
and  what  System  of  Registration  shall  be  adopted  ? 

The  experience  of  every  government,  where  systems  of  registration  have 
been  adopted,  shows  that  it  must  be  made  the  special  duty  of  some  individuals 
to  coUect  the  facts,  and  furnish  them  to  the  proper  officer.  To  leave  this  to 
the  voluntary  action  of  any  one  in  the  community  fails  of  producing  those  full 
and  accurate  returns  which  are  essential  to  render  the  record  valuable.  It  is 
also  bad  policy  to  exact  a  fee  of  the  connexions  or  friends  of  one  whose  birth 
or  death  is  recorded,  as  was  once  the  provision  of  our  statutes.  So  far  as  they 
are  concerned  the  record  should  be  free.  But  to  the  proper  persons  concerned 
rewaids  should  be  offered  for  the  performance  of  duty,  and  penalties  imposed 
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for  the  neglect  of  it.  In  this  way  it  will  be  made  their  interest,  as  well  as 
their  duty,  to  perform  what  the  law  may  require.  As  regards  both  births  and 
deaths,  no  class  of  persons  in  the  community  are  so  well  qualified  to  furnish 
the  information  in  the  first  instance,  or  can  so  easily  do  it,  as  physicians ;  and 
none  are,  or  should  be,  more  deeply  interested  in  the  subject.  The  medical 
profession  in  England  have  voluntarily  engaged  in  endeavors  to  carry  the  Reg- 
istration Act  into  force,  with  a  spirit  which  reflects  the  highest  honor  on  their 
desire  for  the  promotion  of  the  public  good  and  the  advancement  of  science. 
With  these  views  the  following  outline  of  a  plan  is  proposed  : — 

I.    As  regards  Births, 

1.  Every  physician,  or  other  person  who  practices  midwifery,  should  pro- 
cure his  name  and  place  of  residence,  to  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  town 
clerk  where  he  resides,  and  also  in  that  of  any  other  town  where  he  may  prac- 
tice in  his  profession  ;  and  the  town  clerk  should  enter  all  such  names  in  alpha- 
betical order  in  the  Register  of  Births,  in  all  such  towns,  specifying  the  date 
when  the  same  was  recorded.  Such  a  regulation  as  this  is  required  by  law, 
and  has  been  in  operation  several  years  in  Philadelphia. 

3.  Every  such  physician  and  other  person  should,  on  the  first  day  of  each 
month,  or  oflener,  be  required  to  make  a  return,  signed  by  himself,  of  every 
birth  at  which  he  has  been  present  during  the  preceding  month,  according  to 
an  approved  and  prescribed  form  of  return.  One  is  fiirnished  in  the  accom- 
panying system  of  Registration. 

3.  If  any  birth  happen  when  no  such  physician  or  other  person  be  present, 
the  parents,  heads  of  families,  occupier  of  the  house,  master  of  jails,  houses  of 
industry,  or  vessels,  where  it  occurred,  should  in  like  manner  inform  the  town 
clerk  of  the  same  within  ten  days  after  a  birth  may  take  place.  And  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  every  person,  whether  a  midwife  be  present  or  not,  to  see  that 
a  return  of  every  birth  is  duly  made  under  suitable  penalties  for  neglect.  In 
case  any  physician  or  other  person  neglect  to  make  returns,  the  clerk  should 
notify  him  of  such  delinquency. 

4.  The  town  clerk  should  enter  all  such  returns  in  the  Register  of  Births 
for  said  town,  according  to  an  approved  and  prescribed  form.  One  is  prepared 
in  tlic  accompanying  system.  Whenever  any  returns  are  made  without  the 
name  of  the  child,  the  clerk  should  enter  the  other  particulars,  leaving  that 
blank ;  and  afterwards  he  should  obtain  and  insert  the  name. 

n.     As  regards  Marriages. 

1.  Whenever  any  person  proposes  to  enter  into  a  contract  of  marriage,  he 
should  give  to  the  town  clerk  a  description  of  the  parties  to  the  contract,  in 
regard  to  the  particulars  to  be  set  forth,  in  an  approved  and  prescribed  form  of 
a  marriage  contract.     One  is  provided  in  the  accompanying  system. 

2.  Provision  should  be  made  by  law  for  the  appointment  of  a. suitable  num- 
ber of  persons  in  every  town,  who  alone  should  have  authority  to  sol 
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marriage  in  said  towns.  And  every  person  who  is  so  authorized  should  return 
his  name,  place  of  residence,  and  official  station,  to  the  clerk,  who  should  faith- 
fully enter  all  such  names  in  alphabetical  order  in  the  Register  of  Marriages 
for  said  town.  And  every  person,  performing  such  ceremony,  should  make  a 
return  on  the  first  day  of  every  month,  of  each  of  the  marriages  solemnized 
by  him  during  the  preceding  month.  In  case  of  neglecting  to  make  returns, 
the  clerk  should  give  him  notice  of  such  negligence. 

3.  The  clerk  should  faithfully  enter  all  intentions,  or  licenses  of  marriages, 
in  the  Register  of  Marriages,  according  to  the  form  prescribed ;  and  should 
furnish  to  the  parties  a  copy  of  the  proposed  contract,  which  should  be  shown 
to  the  person  by  whom  the  marriage  ceremony  is  performed,  and  who,  with 
the  parties  and  two  witnesses,  should  affix  their  signatures  to  it,  as  evidence 
that  it  has  been  duly  executed  and  attested  ;  and  no  marriage  should  be  per- 
formed by  any  one,  under  penalties,  without  first  having  such  certificate. 

4.  All  the  particulars  of  such  marriage  should  be  faithfully  entered  in  the 
Register  of  Marriages,  by  the  town  clerk,  and  he  should  attest  the  same  on 
the  marriage  contract.  And  no  record  of  marriage  should  be  legal  unless  so 
recorded  and  attested  by  the  clerk.  His  certificate,  and  no  other,  should  be  con- 
sidered as  legal  evidence  of  marriage. 

in.     As  regards  Deaths. 

1 .  Provision  should  be  made  by  law  for  the  appointment  in  every  town  of 
sextons,  or  superintendents  of  burying  grounds.  And  every  such  officer  should 
make  a  return  of  his  name  and  residence  to  the  clerk  of  the  town  in  which  he 
resides,  who  should  faithfully  enter  the  same,  with  the  date  of  his  appointment, 
in  the  Register  of  Deaths.  And  no  other  person  except  such  as  are  thus  au- 
thorized, should  be  allowed  to  inter  any  dead  body,  under  penalty,  nor  should 
any  one  be  allowed  to  inter  in  any  town,  except  the  one  where  he  resides,  un- 
less by  authority  of  the  sexton  of  said  town. 

2.  No  person  duly  authorized  as  above  should  be  allowed  to  inter  any  dead 
body  until  he  shall  first  obtain  from  the  attending  physician,  or  some  other  per- 
son, a  description  of  the  body  to  be  interred,  in  regard  to  the  particulars  set 
forth,  in  an  approved  and  prescribed  form  of  return,  and  deliver  the  same  to 
the  town  clerk.     One  is  provided  in  the  accompanying  system. 

3.  Every  physician,  who  was  last  in  attendance  on  the  deceased,  or  in  case 
a  death  occurred  when  no  physician  had  been  in  attendance,  every  parent,  head 
of  family,  occupier  of  the  house,  coroners,  master  of  jails,  houses  of  indus- 
try, or  vessels,  where  it  happened,  should  be  required  to  inform  the  sexton  in 
regard  to  all  the  prescribed  particulars,  according  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

4.  The  town  clerk  should  faithfully  enter  all  the  particulars  specified  in  said 
return  in  the  Register  of  Deaths  for  the  town. 

The  town  clerks  might  be  required  to  make  complete  indexes  to  each  Regis- 
ter book,  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  according  to  the  form  prescribed  in  the 
aooompanying  system,  for  the  benefit  of  the  towns ;  and  also  to  preserve,  in 
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some  way  of  easy  Teferenee,  the  original  leturna  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths,  affixing  to  each  the  number  corresponding  to  the  number  on  the  reg- 
ister. 

Blank  register  books  containing  printed  blank  forms  in  uiiform  style  for  the 
entries  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  should  be  furnished  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Conmionwealth  to  the  several  towns,  and  the  clerks  of  said  towns 
should  be  required  to  preserve  said  registers  with  great  care.  Blank  forms, 
printed  in  like  uniform  style,  should  in  like  manner  be  furnished  to  the  several 
towns.  And  the  clerk  of  every  town  should,  during  the  month  of  July,  or 
January  annually,  be  required  to  make  two  copies  of  the  records  of  births, 
marriages  and  deaths,  that  have  been  entered  during  the  preceding  year,  end- 
ing the  30th  day  of  June  or  the  31st  day  of  December,  and  should  transmit 
one  of  said  copies  to  the  Register  of  Probate  for  the  county  where  he  resides, 
and  the  other  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  other  person  author- 
ised by  the  Grovemor  to  receive  the  same. 

The  Registers  of  Probate,  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  should  carefully  ex- 
amine and  arrange  the  several  returns,  and  cause  them  to  be  bound  in  annual 
volumes,  or  others  of  convenient  size,  and  should  make  full  indexes  of  all  the 
names,  both  male  and  female,  according  to  the  forms  proposed  in  the  accom- 
panjring  system. 

Tables  exhibiting  a  full  view  of  the  statistics  of  human  life  in  the  several 
counties,  and  in  the  whole  State,  should  be  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the 
Grovemor  or  Secretary,  and  published  annually.  The  following  described  ta- 
bles might  be  embraced  in  such  statistics  : — 

1 .  Births,  A  table  specifying  the  number  of  births  each  month  in  the 
year,  distinguishing  the  number  of  stillborn  from  the  living  children,  males  and 
females,  twins,  thrins  and  colored. 

2.  Marriages.  A  table  specifying  the  number  of  intentions  of  marriage 
entered,  and  also  the  number  of  marriages  solemnized,  each  month  in  the  year, 
distinguishing  the  number  of  marriages  between  bachelors  and  maids,  bache- 
lors and  widows,  widowers  and  maids,  and  widowers  and  widows.  Also  the 
average  age  of  the  males  and  females  at  marriage,  and  whether  they  were  in- 
habitants or  strangers  in  the  place  where  the  ceremony  was  performed. 

3.  Deaths,  Tables  of  mortality  exhibiting — 1st.  The  number  who  died 
the  first  3,  6,  0  and  12  months  of  the  year  from  birth,  and  in  every  subsequent 
year,  distinguishing  the  males  from  the  females.  2d.  The  number  who 
died  each  month  of  the  year,  distinguishing  the  males  from  the  females, 
and  the  ages  under  1  year,  1  to  2,  2  to  5,  5  to  10,  10  to  15,  and  every  subse- 
quent quinquenial  period  of  life.  3d.  The  influence  of  social  condition  on  the 
mortality  of  diflferent  ages,  and  sexes,  specifying  the  number  who  died  bache- 
lors, husbands  or  widowers,  and  maids,  wives  or  widows,  in  each  quinquenial 
period  of  life.  4th.  The  number  who  died  of  each  disease  in  each  month  of 
the  year,  and  in  each  quinquenial  period  of  life,  distinguishing  the  males  from 
the  females,  the  places  of  nativity,  and  the  colored  from  the  whhe.    6th.  A 
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table  abstracted  from  the  above,  exhibiting  the  diseases  in  classes.  6th.  The 
number  who  died  of  each  occupation,  and  the  average  age.  7th.  And  such 
other  tables  as  experience  may  deem  expedient  to  illustrate  the  subject. 

4.  General  tables  exhibiting  deductions  from  the  preceding  series,  contain- 
ing comparative  views  of  the  condition  and  movement  of  the  population,  and 
the  laws  of  human  life  and  mortality. 

The  expense  of  such  registration  might  be  borne  in  the  following  manner : — 

1.  Every  individual  should  be  entitled  to  have  a  birth  or  death  recorded 
without  fees. 

2.  For  recording  marriages,  the  party  procuring  the  record  to  be  made 
shall  pay  one  dollar  for  entering  the  intentions  of  inarriage,  for  the  certificate, 
and  for  recording  the  marriage  after  it  has  been  solemnized.  And  a  like  sum 
for  recording  a  contract  of  marriage,  when  the  intentions  were  entered  in  an- 
other town. 

3.  The  clerk  shall  be  entitled  to  compensation,  to  be  paid  by  the  towns,  as 
follows : — Ist.  For  recording  a  birth  or  death,  twenty  cents  each  for  the  first 
hundred  in  a  given  year,  and  ten  cents  for  all  over  one  hundred.  2d.  For 
making  transcripts  of  the  records  for  the  county  and  State,  five  cents  for  each 
birth,  marriage  or  death,  copied  and  transmitted.  3d.  The  clerks  of  the  sev- 
eral towns,  the  registers  of  probate,  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  should  be  en- 
titled to  receive  ten  cents  for  an  examination  for  a  single  entry,  twenty  cents 
for  a  general  examination,  twenty-five  cents  for  a  certificate  containing  a  trans- 
cript of  a  single  entry,  and  for  more  than  one,  according  to  the  amount  of  labor, 
to  be  paid  by  the  person  requesting  the  examination,  unless  a  town  shall  other- 
wise direct. 

It  is  supposed  that  suflicicnt  revenue  would  arise  in  this  way  in  a  few  years 
to  repay  all  the  expenses  of  registration. 

Such  is  a  brief  outline  of  a  System  of  Registration,^ which  it  has  occurred 
to  me  might  be  easily  matured  ai.d  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  and  introduced 
in  the  several  towns  in  this  State.  It  is  comprehensive,  but  at  the  same  time 
simple.  By  using  the  tabular  forms  of  entries  proposed,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  much  of  the  apparent  labor  will  be  obviated.  When  once  introduced  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  people  would  readily  contribute  their  exertions  to  carry 
h  into  successful  operation,  and  that  it  would  soon  become  a  measure  of  great 
popularity.  It  would  at  the  same  time  provide  an  invaluable  record  for  our 
own  existing  population  and  for  posterity,  and  exhibit  the  most  important  facts 
of  history  and  science. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEMUEL  SHATTUCK. 
10 
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Letter  from  Hon.  Lewis  Cass^  referred  to  in  Mr.  ShcUtuck^s 

Letter. 


Legation  or  the  United  States, 
Paris,  September  27M,  1838. 


} 


Sir,— I  haye  already  stated  to  you,  informally,  that  I  had  requested  Mr. 
Vail,  a  very  intelligent  citizen  of  the  United  States,  now  here,  to  procure  the 
information  desired  in  your  letter  of  June  25.  Mr.  Vail's  perfect  acquaintance 
with  France,  as  well  as  his  general  inteUigence,  admirably  qualify  him  for  the 
task.  He  has  executed  it  much  better  than  I  could,  and  I  think  you  will  agree 
with  me,  that  his  letter  presents  very  just  yiews  on  the  subject,  and  is  credit- 
able to  his  talents  and  industry. 

I  forward  the  packet  to  Mr.  Ledyard,  as  I  told  you  I  should,  who  will  trans- 
mit it  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
Lemuel  Shattuck,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Vail,  referred  to  in  Mr.  Shattuck? s  Letter. 

Paris,  September  22iuf,  1638. 

Lewis  Cass,  Esquire    Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 

the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France. 

Dear  Sir, — The  subject  of  Mr.  Shattuck's  letter  to  you,  is  of  such  vast  im- 
portance to  every  well  regulated  society,  that  it  affords  me  pleasure,  in  the 
absence  of  that  attention  on  your  part,  rendered  impossible  by  your  other  high 
avocations,  to  be  enabled,  although  in  a  feeble  manner,  to  assist  in  procuring 
the  information  and  documents  necessary  to  elucidate  the  object  in  view. 

The  vagueness  of  our  system,  or  rather  the  almost  total  absence  of  any,  with 
regard  to  popular  mutations  and  the  statistics  of  human  life,  is  apparent  to 
every  oae  in  the  Uaited  States ;  and  so  it  must  continue  to  be,  as  long  as  the 
xegistry  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  is  left  to  the  simple  vnll  of  the  par- 
tiM ;  and  the  mode  of  it,  to  the  clergy,  the  only  apparent  constituted  authority 
ttJong  any  cogniianoe  of  these  sots. 
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It  is  trae  that  we,  in  the  United  States,  do  stand  in  a  point  of  view  widely 
difierent  from  Europe.  Compared  to  ours,  the  population  of  the  old  world  is 
like  the  quiet  waters  of  a  lake  rarely  quitting  its  bed  ;  whilst  with  us,  the  gi- 
gantic strides  we  make  onward,  and  our  natural  migrating  propensities,  give 
the  country  the  aspect  of  a  vast  agitated  sea,  which  defies  all  efforts  to  confine 
it  within  any  limits.  But,  however  great  the  task,  it  is  not  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  moralist,  and  the  result  to  be  obtained  is  well  worthy  of  his  attention 
and  of  that  of  the  lawgiver. 

The  perpetual  shiftings  of  the  people  at  the  extremities  of  the  republic,  will 
not,  it  is  probable,  for  years  to  come,  allow  any  thing  like  regularity  being 
established  there.  If  it  be  done  at  all,  it  should  commence  in  the  older  and 
more  thickly  settled  states,  where,  by  acquired  experience,  social  restraints  aie 
borne  with  less  impatience,  and  whence,  by  the  influence  of  good  example,  it 
may  infuse  itself  farther,  and  ultimately  be  adopted  every  where.  Honor, 
therefore,  be  rendered  to  the  state  that  thus  takes  the  lead  in  the  good  work. 

The  French  system  is  believed  to  be  as  near  to  perfection  as  any  extant.  It 
is  minute  and  precise,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  Code  Civil,  which 
establishes  it,  a  copy  of  which,  as  very  clearly  explained  and  illustrated  by 
Rogron,  a  distinguished  legist,  accompanies  this  letter. 

In  Chapter  I.,  articles  from  34  to  54,  will  be  seen  the  manner  in  which  regis- 
ters are  kept,  by  duplicates,  in  the  mayor's  office.  When  filled  up,  or  at  the 
end  of  each  year,  one  set  remains  there ;  the  other,  for  greater  security,  is 
lodged  at  the  Tribunal  of  the  Department. 

Chapter  II.,  articles  from  55  to  62  specifies  the  mode  and  time  of  register- 
ing births. 

Chapter  III.,  articles  from  63  to  75  relates  to  marriage  ;  and  Chapter  IV., 
articles  from  76  to  87  designates  the  records  of  deaths. 

The  explanation  and  arguments  adduced  in  support  of  each  clause,  by  Mr. 
Rogron,  are  perfectly  clear,  and  show  with  what  care  as  a  whole,  a  protective 
law  follows  the  progress  of  man,  from  his  cradle  to  maturity,  and  thence, 
downwards,  to  even  beyond  his  grave.  In  looking  at  the  details  of  the  law,  it 
will  be  observed,  as  contrasted  with  our  own  custom,  where  such  a  trail  en- 
tirely fails,  that  great  care  has  been  taken  by  the  framers  of  the  code  to  pre- 
serve throughout  families,  the  native  appellation  of  the  mother  as  well  as  that 
of  the  father,  of  the  child.  With  us,  the  wife's  maiden  name  disappears 
entirely,  and  is  never,  or  seldom,  seen  in  public  deeds  ;  in  France,  on  the  con- 
trary, not  only  that,  but  even  her  subsequent  name  or  names,  if  she  has  been 
widowed  more  than  once,  are  handed  down,  together  with  that  of  her  hii»> 
band,  and  by  this  means,  family  identity  is,  beyond  equivocation,  perpetuated. 

The  record  is  kept  by  an  officer  or  officers,  at  the  mayor*s  office,  under  his 
responsibility  and  direction.  The  registrar  is  in  constant  attendance.  He  per- 
forms the  duties  assigned  to  him  by  law,  among  which,  he  furnishes  any  party 
requiring  it,  a  legalized  copy  of  any  act  recorded.  The  recording  is  done  gra- 
tui,  but,  for  each  copy,  two  francs  are  paid, — ^this  being  for  the  stamp  and  the 
paper  used. 
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A  condensed  report  is  made  annually  by  each  mayor  to  the  Prefect,  the 
highest  civil  and  executive  authority  of  the  department ;  and  these  documents, 
together  with  periodical  domiciliary  visits,  are  the  basis  of  the  census  of  the 
whole  population  made  every  five  years  by  government.  From  these,  also,  it 
is,  that  the  statistical  statement  of  the  ^'  mouvement  dc  la  population  "  in  the 
"  Annuaire  du  Bureau  des  Longitudes,"  (a  most  useful  work,  of  which  those 
for  1837  and  1838  accompany  this),  is  made. 

In  the  latter  will  be  found  a  most  interesting  article,  published  annually  by 
Mr.  Mathieu,  a  man  distinguished  in  statistical  annals,  and  as  a  moralist. 

The  parcel  marked  A,  contains  manuscript  copies  of  record,  taken  at  the 
mayoralty  of  the  2d  arrondisscment  (of  which  there  are  12  in  Paris) ,  in  ordinary 
cases  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths. 

Under  the  letter  B  will  be  found  printed  models  of  tlie  above,  such  as  are 
used  throughout  France ;  varying  with  each  case,  together  with  the  form  of 
the  register  to  be  kept,  as  also  the  form  used  in  the  church  registry.  But  in 
order  that  nothing  be  wanting  that  may  throw  light  upon  the  subject,  1  have 
also  procured  a  highly  prized  work,  entitled  *'  Maine  Pratique,"  or  Dictionary 
of  Forms.  Commencing  at  page  478,  the  whole  series  of  civil  acts  will  be 
found. 

Upon  examination  it  will  be  seen  that  no  penalty  is  inflicted  upon  the  parent 
for  neglect  or  omission  in  registering  the  birth  of  his  child,  although  it  visits 
the  surgeon  or  midwife  who  does  not  do  so,  in  the  necessary  absence  of  the 
father  or  of  any  one  doing  it  in  his  name  ;  because  it  supposes  that,  had  the 
father  been  present,  or  the  mother  capable,  the  requisite  declaration  and  regis- 
try would  have  been  made  by  them  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Acting  upon  the  ground  that  birth,  legally  proved  and  identified,  ensures  to 
man  his  property  and  his  social  rights,  the  French  law,  setting  aside  the  usual 
way  of  enforcement  by  the  infliction  of  penalty,  has  placed  its  fulfllment  upon 
the  surest  of  all  possible  human  basis, — self  interest.  Thus,  in  claims  by 
inheritance  or  otherwise,  the  evidence  called  for  by  law,  is  that  which  the  birth 
register  can  adduce. 

Progressuig  in  life,  when  he  contracts  marriage,  man  must  present  himself 
with  that  sctnie  proof  in  hand.  Without  the  production  of  this,  the  law  has 
interposed  such  great  difliciilties  to  contracting  marriage,  as  to  amount  to  an 
almost  prohibition.  Parents,  therefore,  having  at  heart  the  future  welfare  of 
their  ofllspring,  cannot,  without  exposing  themselves  to  great  reproach,  omit 
taking  for  them,  their  flrst  legal  step  in  life.  As  to  marrying,  heedless  of  the 
mandate  of  the  law,  it  is  altogether  out  of  the  question,  the  civil  act  being,  in 
France,  the  only  deed  constituting  it.  The  alliance  before  the  church,  although 
sanctioned  by  morality  and  imperatively  required  by  religion,  is  left  wholly  to 
the  conscience  of  the  individual. 

In  case  of  death,  the  law  interposes  authoritatively.  Having  for  additiooal 
motiTe,  the  incentive  of  salubrity,  the  eye  and  hand  of  the  executive  aro  fixed 
npon  it,  and  no  inhumafion  can  take  place  without  the  preliminary  declaration 
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at  the  mayoralty's  office,  a  post-mortem  examination,  if  there  be  any  doubt  as 
to  tlie  manner  of  the  death,  and  a  consequent  permission  on  the  part  of  the 
authority  to  proceed. 

In  what  way  the  incentives  used  here  may  be  employed  with  us,  is  a  point 
difficult  of  solution. 

By  establishing  a  regular  registry,  and  by  enacting  that,  in  after  times,  all 
evidence  relating  to  property,  to  descent,  &c.,  &c.,  derive  therefrom,  we  may 
bring  parents  to  the  first  record.  At  each  cemetery,  books  may  be  kept  also, 
and  here,  we  may  in  part  succeed,  as  all  must  eventually  pass  that  gate.  But 
as  a  bar  to  a  regular  system,  we  have  still  the  marriage  act,  with  us,  so  capri- 
cious in  its  varied  shapes,  so  hard  to  be  reached,  and  which,  yet,  is  indispensa- 
ble to  prove  legitimate  issue ! 

1  do  not  possess  the  local  information  necessary  to  solve  the  question,  nor 
can  I  presume  to  advise  the  abler  men  who  have  taken  it  up  at  home,  but, 
should  they  view  the  subject  as  I  do,  they  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
near  approach  to  it  would  be,  first  of  all, — 

Ist.  The  regular  establishment  by  law  of  the  acte  civil,  making  the  mar- 
riage act  one  of  civil  legal  interposition,  independent  of  all  religious  interfer- 
ence ;  the  latter  to  be  left  entirely  to  the  dictate  of  conscience,  and  to  the  no 
less  powerful  conventional  regulation  of  society  ;  or, 

2d.  A  system  of  central  registry,  embracing  births,  agreeably  to  the  French 
form,  with  a  legislative  enactment,  that  no  oOur  proof  than  legalized  copies  of 
record  be  available  in  law.  A  marriage  hook  to  be  kept,  upon  which  the  sur- 
names and  family  names  of  both  parties  be  entered,  but  not  until  the  certificate 
of  birth  as  specified  above,  shall  have  been  produced,  the  marriage  record  thus 
made,  to  be  a  requisite  before  the  courts  in  all  litigious  cases ;  and,  finally,  that 
it  be  made  unlawful  for  any  sexton  or  church  authority  to  bury  without  per- 
mission first  obtained  from  the  mayor's  office,  where  would,  of  course,  be  pre- 
viously entered,  the  declaration,  mode  and  time  of  the  decease. 

By  thus  iiiterweaWng  all  these  acts,  and  rendering  the  compliance  of  one, 
necessary  to  the  other  ;  all  the  facts  relative  to  the  natural  increase  of  the  pop- 
ulation would  be  brought  to  a  centre. 

The  works  annexed  to  this  letter,  are,  I  believe,  sufficient  to  answer  the 
queries  contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Shattuck  ;  should  they  not  prove  so,  it 
will  affi)rd  me  pleasure  to  supply  the  deficiency,  and  to  procure  such  additional 
information  as  may  be  wanted. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EUGENE  A.   VAIL. 
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REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  LETTER  OF  L.  SHATTUCK,  ESQ. 


<  It  is  fully  as  neeessarff  for  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  individuals  to  preserve  a 
register  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  as  it  is  to  preserve  a  register  of  Deeds," 
RiroRT  TO  Paeuament  m  1833. 
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NOTE. 


[Register  Books  should  be  made  of  demy,  or  folio  post  paper,  of  good  substantial  qual- 
ity, about  22  by  27  inches.  This  would  give  a  page  of  11  by  13  inches,  which  would  be 
of  convenient  size  for  the  blanks.  They  should  contain  a  title  page,  the  laws,  forms  of 
returns,  and  other  general  printed  regulations  and  instructions,  all  of  which  should  be 
printed  to  be  hound  up  at  the  beginning  of  all  the  registers  of  births,  marriages,  or 
deaths.  Elach  register  of  the  different  kinds  should  be  made  of  blanks,  printed  and 
cross-ruled  according  to  the  form  here  prepared,  and  should  contain  on  the  first  page  the 
instructions  to  the  registrar  or  clerk.  Separate  registers  for  the  births,  marriages  and 
deaths,  may  Ite  mode  for  large  towns,  or  they  may  be  all  bound  together. 

The  population  of  Massachusetts  is  about  750,000,  and  of  these  it  may  be  estimated 
that  1  in  30,  or  about  25,000  births,  1  in  125,  or  6,000  marriages,  and  1  in  60,  or  12,600 
deaths,  take  place  in  the  whole  State  every  year.  This  of  course  is  a  mere  estimate, 
and  may  be  erroneous,  though  it  is  supposed  to  be  not  far  from  the  truth.  This  would 
require  43,000  entries  to  be  made  every  year  in  the  State.  If  each  sheet  should  contain 
60  entries,  it  would  require  860  sheets,  or  less  than  two  reams  of  paper,  which  might 
cost  812  to  815.  A  register  of  two  quires  of  paper  might  be  made  for  $2  to  83,  accord- 
ing to  the  quality  of  paper  and  style  of  binding;  and  this  would  last  a  town  of  1600 
inhabitants  from  15  to  20  years.] 
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REGISTER    OF    BIRTHS 


For  the  Town  of 


Directions  to  the  Registrar,  or  Clerk. 


1.  In  the  parenthesis  at  the  top  of  the  page  insert  the  page  of  the  Register. 

2.  Fill  up  the  running  line  near  tlie  top  by  inserting  the  name  of  the  town, 
county  and  State,  and  the  dates  when  the  first  and  last  entries  of  the  page  were 
made  ;  and  the  signature  of  the  registrar,  or  clerk,  who  makes  the  entries. 

3.  Under  "  iVb."  insert  in  figures  the  number  of  the  entry,  the  births  eadi 
year  being  numbered  separately,  No.  1  being  the  first  made  in  the  month  of 
January. 

4.  Under  "  Date  of  Birth,^^  insert  the  year,  month  and  day  w^hen  the  birth 
took  place.     He  may  also  insert  the  hour  of  the  day  when  informed  of  it. 

6.  Under  **  Place  of  Birth,'*''  insert  the  name  of  the  town,  parish,  street, 
or  place  where  the  birth  occurred. 

6.  Under  **  Name,  {if  any, y*  insert  the  name  or  names,  if  any  shall  haTe 
been  given  to  the  child  before  registration,  or  when  obtained  al\cr  the  registrar 
tion  of  the  other  particulars,  but  the  surname  must  not  be  inserted  here. 

7.  Under  "  Sex  and  Condition,''^  insert  boy  or  girl,  and  twins,  as  the  case 
may  be  ;  and  also  in  addition,  colored,  if  the  child  be  not  white. 

8.  Under  **  Name  and  Surname  of  Father,''^  insert  the  name  or  names,  and 
surnames  of  the  father,  (if  known.)  but  if  the  informant  declines  stating  the 
name  of  the  fatlier,  or  there  shall  be  reason  to  believe  that  the  child  is  illegiti- 
mate, the  enquiry  shall  not  be  pressed,  but  the  column  be  left  blank. 

9.  Under  "  Occupation  of  Fathcr^^'*  insert  the  profession,  occupation,  trade 
or  calling  of  the  father. 

10.  Under  **  Residence  of  Parents, ^^  insert  the  name  of  the  town,  parish, 
street  or  place  where  they  reside. 

11.  Under  **  Name  and  Maiden  Name  of  Mother, ^^  insert  the  name  and  sur- 
name of  the  mother  before  marriage,  and  if  previously  married,  the  name  and 
surname  of  her  first  husband. 

12.  Under  **  Informant, ^^  insert  the  name  and  surname  of  the  person  who 
makes  the  return,  and  also  whether  he  be  a  medical  professional  man  or  other- 
wise. 

13.  Under  '^  Date  of  Registration,^^  insert  the  day  of  the  month  and  year 
when  recorded. 

If  all  the  particulars  under  each  of  these  heads  cannot  be  obtained,  such  aa 
can  be  known  should  be  inserted. 


[Right  Hand  Paos. 


^sachusetts,  from  the  5th  day  of  Sept.  A.  D. 
II,  Registrar. 


IWBPIM 


Name  and  Mniiieii  Name 
ul'  Miitlier. 

Informant. 

Wlirn  Kcgutered. 

Elizabeth  Vincenty 
formerly  MarshalL 

John  Brown,  M.  D. 

October  Ut,  1842. 

Marti  Johnson, 
fonnerlif  Otis, 

Marjf  Johnson, 
the  mother. 

October  QOthy  1842. 

Maria  Loomis. 

Maria  Loomis, 
the  mother. 

October  3lst,  1842. 

Jinn  Thayer, 
formerly  Brown, 

James  Mason,  M.  D, 

November  2rf,  1842. 

Henry  iValton, 
Overseer  of  the  Poor. 

JSTovember  I2th,  1842. 

1       Jane  Ijorivfr, 
!  formerly  Goodwin. 

i 

John  Loriiifc,  M.  D. 
the  father. 

December  Uth,  1842. 

i 

j    Eveline  Thomas, 
'     formerly  Smith. 

■ 

John  Thomas, 
the  father. 

December  25<A,  1842. 

Jane  Bripham, 
formerly  JWlson. 

Dwighi  miliams,  M.  D. 

December  2i)tk,  1842. 
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i;^  shouM  bo  niado  acconlinjr  to  the  nhovc  apccinion,  and  bound  willi  the 
it.     It  sliould  contain  the  followinjr  particulars : — 
ic  parents  iirraiiijed  alphabetically,  insertinjr  the  name  of  the  father,  ex- 
ars  not  to  have  been  born  in  wedlock,  and  tlieii  always  the  nainc  of  the 

or,  if  there  bo  no  name  given,  the  Bex  of  Uic  child ;  or  leave  it  blank 
10  when  obtained, 
try  Bonk  whore  the  full  particulars  may  be  found. 
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REGISTER    OF    MARRIAGES 


For  the  Town  of 


Directions  to  the  Registrar,  or  Clerk. 


I .  In  the  parenthesis  at  the  top  of  the  page  insert  the  page  of  the  Register. 
S.     Fill  up  the  running  line  near  the  top  by  inserting  the  name  of  the  town, 

county  and  State,  and  the  dates  when  the  first  and  last  entries  of  the  page  were 
made  ;  and  the  signature  of  the  registrar,  or  clerk,  by  whom  made.  In  those 
States  where  the  laws  provide  for  granting  licences  of  marriage,  instead  of 
**  Intentions  of  Marriage  entered,"  insert  **  Licenses  of  Marriage  granted. ^^ 

3.  Under  **  iVo.''  mscrt  in  figures  the  number  of  the  entry,  the  entries  for 
each  year  being  numbered  separately,  that  made  first  in  January  being  No.  1. 

4.  Under  '*  Date  of  License  or  of  Intnitions  of  Marriage,'''  insert  the  year, 
month  and  day  when  the  same  was  entered  or  granted. 

5.  Under  *'  Names  and  Stirnamcs  of  the  Groom  and  Bride^"'  insert  the 
name  and  surnames  of  the  parties  married,  or  to  be  married,  first  of  the  man, 
and  under  it  that  of  the  woman,  writing  not  the  initials  only,  but  the  names 
and  double  names  in  full. 

6.  Under  "  Age  of  Each ^'"'  insert  in  figures  the  number  of  years  old  of  both 
parties  on  the  precedinjr  birth-day. 

7.  Under  **  Condition,'*''  insert  the  word  bachelor,  or  maid^  widoicer,  or 
widow,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  also  colored^  if  not  white. 

8.  T'nder  **  Occupation, ^^  insert  the  profession,  occupation,  trade  or  calling 
of  the  man. 

9.  Under  **  Place  of  Birth,'"  insert  the  town,  county  and  State,  if  in  the 
United  States,  or  the  Empire,  Kingdom  or  State,  if  a  foreigner,  where  each 
paity  was  born. 

10.  Under  "  Residence  at  the  time  of  Marriage, ^^  insert  the  name  of  the 
town,  and,  if  in  a  populous  city,  the  name  of  the  street,  and  number  of  the 
house,  in  which  each  resided. 

II.  Under  '^  Name  and  Surname  of  Fathers,'^  insert  in  full  length  the 
name  and  surname  (if  known)  of  the  fathers  of  each  of  the  parties ;  and  do 
this  equally  although  such  fathers  may  be  deceased.  If  the  female  be  a  widow 
insert  in  addition  the  name  and  suniamc  of  the  last  deceased  husband. 

12.  Under  **  Residence  of  Fathers,^''  insert  the  name  of  the  town  or  place 
where  he  lives,  or  of  his  last  place  of  residence,  if  deceased. 
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13.  Under  '*  Occupation  of  Faihers,^^  insert  his  profession,  occupatioa» 
trade  or  calling* 

14.  Under  '*  Date  of  Marriage,^ ^  insert  the  name  and  day  of  the  month 
and  year  when  it  took  place. 

15.  Under  "  Place  of  Marriage^^^  insert  the  name  of  the  town,  or  parish, 
and,  if  in  a  city,  the  street  and  number  of  the  house,  or  the  church,  where  it 
was  solemnized. 

10.  Under  **  Naine  and  Official  Station  of  the  person  by  whom  Married ,** 
insert  the  name  and  surname  of  the  person  by  whom  married,  and  clergyman^ 
magistrate,  or  otherwise,  according  as  his  official  station  may  be. 

17.  Under  "  Names  of  Witnesses, ^^  insert  the  names  of  two  persons  who 
were  present  and  witnessed  the  marriage. 

18.  Under  **  Date  of  Registration,-^  insert  the  name  and  day  of  tlie  month 
and  the  year  when  the  entry  was  made. 

19.  It  is  important  that  all  the  foregoing  particulars  should  be  ascertained 
and  inserted  in  their  respective  columns.  Some  difficulties  may  occur  in  re- 
gard to  those  required  in  the  11th,  r2th  and  13th  sections  of  these  directions, 
relating  to  the  name  and  description  of  fathers,  which  in  some  cases  cannot  be 
always  known.  It  is  therefore  proper,  in  the  course  of  enquiries,  to  guard 
against  offending  the  feelings  of  such  persons  ;  and  it  is  recommended  in  res- 
pect to  the  ]>articulars  here  proposed  to  be  inserted,  that  the  parties  be  merely 
asked  whether  they  can  furnish  the  means  of  filling  them,  and  if  they  answer 
in  the  negative,  the  enquiry  should  not  be  pressed,  nor  the  reason  asked.  Nor 
is  it  proper  to  insert  any  words  of  explanation  of  the  omission,  such  as  not 
known,  or  information  refused,  but  the  column  should  be  left  blank. 

20.  If  a  marriage  take  place  in  a  different  town  from  tiiat  where  the  inten- 
tions were  entered,  or  where  the  license  was  granted,  it  is  important  that  such 
marriage  be  recorded  where  such  intentions  were  first  made,  and  where  one  of 
the  parties  lived,  and  not  where  the  marriage  took  place.  It  may,  however, 
be  recorded  in  a  different  town  if  the  parlies  request  it,  and  where  neither  of 
the  parties  lived,  but  in  all  cases  the  place  of  entering  the  intentions  of  mar- 
riage should  be  particularly  mentioned  in  the  record  and  in  the  certificate  of 
marriage. 
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REGISTER    OF     DEATHS 


For  the  l^owft  of 


DiRUCTlONS  TO  THE  ReGISTRAB  OR  ClERK. 


1.  In  the  parenthesis  at  the  top  of  the  page  insert  the  page  of  the  Register. 

2.  Fill  up  the  running  title  near  the  top  by  inserting  the  name  of  the  town, 
county  and  State,  and  the  date  when  the  first  and  last  entries  on  the  page  were 
made  ;  and  the  signature  of  the  registrar  or  clerk  l»y  whom  made. 

3.  Under  **  JN'o,*'  insert  in  lipures,  the  number  of  the  entry,  those  for  each 
year  being  numbered  separately,  that  made  first  in  January,  being  number  one. 

4.  I'nder  **  J)fite  of  Ikafh/*  insert  the  montli,  day,  and  year,  when  the 
death  took  place.     The  hour  may  also  be  inserted  if  deemed  expedient. 

5.  T'nder  *'  Xayttr  and  Surnnme^''^  in.sert  the  name  and  surname  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  if  a  widow,  th(;  nanii.'  of  her  last  deceased  husband. 

6.  Undor  **  Sex  and  Confliiiun,"'  insert  husha mi  or  wife,  bachelor  ox  maid ^ 
tcidowrr  or  widow^  hoy  or  girl,  as  the  case  may  be.  And  colored,  in  addition, 
if  not  white. 

7.  Tudor  ''  Afff.,^'*  insert  in  figures  the  numl)er  of  years  old,  on  the  last 
precedinjr  l)irth-day,  or  if  under  one  year,  the  number  of  months  or  days. 

8.  Under  **  Occupation^*-  insert  the  profession,  trade,  or  calling,  of  the 
deceased. 

9.  Under  *'  Plarc  of  Death,**  insert  the  name  of  the  ciiy  or  town  ;  and  also 
the  street  and  number  of  the  house,  where  it  occurred. 

10.  U^nd(.'r  '*  Years  Residence,*''  insert  the  nimiber  of  years  the  deceased 
had  resided  in  the  city  or  town,  (.-hangea  which  have  taken  place  in  his  resi- 
dence in  the  same  town  need  not  be  noticed.  If  a  native  born,  leave  the  col- 
umn blank. 

11.  Under  ''^  Place  of  Birth,*^  insert  the  name  of  the  town,  county,  or 
State,  if  in  the  United  States,  or  the  Empire,  Kingdom,  or  State,  if  a  foreigner, 
where  tin-  deceased  was  born. 

12.  T'nder  '*  Same  and  Surname  of  Parents,'**  &c.,  insert  the  name  and 
surname  of  both  the  father  and  mother;  and  when  known,  the  maiden  surname 
of  mother ;  or  if  a  widow,  the  name  of  her  last  deceased  husband. 

13.  I.'nder  **  Disease  or  Cause  of  Deaths*''  insert  the  name  of  the  disease, 
or  accident,  by  which  the  pers<m  died,  and  when  he  can,  the  duration  of  the 
disease,  in  figures,  in  years,  months,  days  or  hours.  In  order  that  the  infor- 
mation on  this  head  may  be  the  best  attainable,  the  sexton  or  clerk  should  be 
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fequired  before  any  interment,  to  apply  for  it,  when  he  can,  to  the  n 
attendant  of  the  deceased  person,  who  should  be  bound  to  give  the  infon 
to  the  best  of  his  ability.  When  no  medicul  man  has  been  present,  or 
tendance,  or  when  no  opinion  of  a  medical  man,  as  to  the  cause  of  deat 
be  obtained,  the  sexton  or  clerk  may  insert  the  cause  ef  such  death,  aco 
the  best  information  he  can  obtain,  or  leave  it  blank. 

14.  Under  ^^  P/ace  of  Interment, ^^  insert  the  name  of  the  burying  gi 
and  the  number  of  the  tomb  or  lot  where  interred. 

15.  Under  ''  /SScxr/on,"  insert  the  name  and  surname  of  the  sexton,  i 
taker,  or  person  by  whom  the  interment  was  made. 

16.  Under  *'  Informant, '''*  insert  the  name  of  the  Informant,   and  i 
addition  the  name  of  his  profession  or  occupation. 

17.  Under  **  When  Registered, ^^  insert  the  month,  day,  and  year, 
registered. 
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LEGISLATURE, 
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or 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS 


IN 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


FOR  THE   YEAR   ENDING   MAY   1ST,   1844. 


BY   JOHN  G.   PALFREY, 

8BCBETART    OF    THE    COMMONWEALTH. 


•  ••■a1»«r«   1844. 


Bofiton: 

DUTTON   AND    WENTWORTH,  STATE   PRINTERS 

1845. 


CommontDraltl)  of  ^MMtf^nntUn, 


Secbetabt's  Office;  December,  1844^ 

To  ike  Honorable  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  Report  of  proceed- 
ings had  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  1844  (chapter  159)  '*  relating 
to  the  Registry  and  Returns  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths." 

Immediately  upon  the  passage  of  the  Act,  measures  were 
taken  to  procure  the  blank  books  for  registration  required  by 
the  seventh  section.  In  the  month  of  May  they  were  ready 
for  delivery,  and  were  forwarded  by  the  earliest  opportunities 
to  the  towns.  The  pages  of  the  Registers  were  ruled  in  col- 
umns so  as  to  receive  entries  of  the  various  particulars  required 
by  the  law.  They  are  of  good  paper,  and  in  durable  binding. 
They  are  of  four  different  sizes,  to  correspond  in  some  degree 
to  the  population  of  the  respective  towns.  The  books  furnished 
to  the  smallest  corporations  will  probably  not  be  filled  in  ten 
years ;  the  others  will  need  to  be  sooner  renewed.  Three  Reg- 
isters were  furnished  to  the  city  of  Boston,  for  Births,  Mar- 
riages and  Deaths,  respectively.  The  whole  cost  of  the  vol- 
umes was  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  law  was  published  in  the  official  newspaper  immediate- 
ly upon  its  enactment.  On  the  I5th  of  April,  I  addressed  a 
circular  letter  to  the  town  clerks,  communicating  a  copy  of  the 
law,  and  then  proceeding  as  follows : 

"  This  act,  you  will  observe,  contains  the  provision  that  it 
shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage.     You  will  accord- 


VI 

ingl^i  in  conformity  to  the  first  section,  make  your  next  return 
to  this  office  in  June,  instead  of  May,  as  heretofore. 

It  may  seem  to  you,  at  first  view,  that  there  is  a  discrepancy 
in  the  law  in  respect  to  the  limit  of  the  registration  year.  The 
first  section  directs  the  clerks  to  transmit,  in  June,  a  record 
'  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  which  have  occurred  within 
their  respective  towns  during  the  year  next  preceding  the  first 
day  of  saxdmonth^  while  the  second  section  directs  the  school 
committees  annually  to  make  returns  in  May,  of  ^  all  the  births 
which  have  happened  during  the  year  next  preceding  the  first 

m 

day  of  said  May,^  The  latter  provision  is  so  express  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  of  what  was  intended  in  respect  to  births  ;  and 
it  was  evidently  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  that  the  reg- 
istration year  should  have  the  same  limits  for  marriages  and 
deaths  as  for  births.  Further ;  the  law,  when  it  directs  the 
clerks  to  make  tlieir  returns  to  the  Secretary  in  June,  leaves 
them  at  liberty  to  make  it  in  the  first  days  of  that  month,  at 
which  time  the  latest  returns  of  marriages  and  deaths  in  their 
possession  will  be  of  such  as  took  place  in  April.  Accordingly, 
your  annual  return  to  this  office  will  include  births,  marriages 
and  deaths  happening  in  the  '  year  next  preceding  the  first  day 
of  May: 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  act,  your  returns  of  all  births, 
&c.,  since  Us  passage,  should  include  all  the  particulars  speci- 
fied in  the  blanks  which  I  this  day  transmit  to  you.  It  is  prob- 
able, however,  that  the  law  may  not  yet  have  become  known, 
through  the  customary  method  of  publication,  to  all  the  officers 
and  others  on  whom  it  imposes  obligations;  and  that  therefore 
your  returns,  for  the  whole  year  about  to  close,  will  prove  im- 
perfect in  respect  to  particulars  not  contemplated  in  the  former 
act.  You  will  be  pleased,  in  your  return  in  June  next,  to  make 
entries  in  the  blanks  as  full  as  your  materials  permit.  In  the 
next  year  a  much  closer  approximation  to  completeness  may  be 
looked  for. 

In  respect  to  births,  however,  of  which  the  census  is  required 
by  the  law  to  be  made  by  the  school  committee  in  the  month 
of  May,  it  may  be  expected  that  your  return  will  be  full.  To 
this  end  it  is  desirable  that  yon  should,  unthout  delay ^  confer 
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with  the  school  committee  of  your  town  on  the  subject,  that 
they  may  seasonably  decide  on  some  efficient  plan  of  opera- 
tions. I  send  you  duplicate  blanks  for  returns  of  births,  one 
for  the  committee's  return  to  you,  the  other  for  your  return  to 
this  office. 

The  blanks  for  returns  of  marriages  and  deaths,  which  I 
transmit  at  the  same  time,  can  be  enlarged  by  you  according  to 

the  length  of  the  return. 

#  3ifc  «  #  #  #  ♦ 

I  respectfully  ask  your  careful  attention  and  aid  in  carrying 
out  the  designs  of  the  Legislature.  You  will  not  fail  to  per- 
ceive the  great  importance  of  immediate  exertion  on  the  part 
of  the  town  clerks  in  calling  the  attention  of  those  from  whom 
they  are  to  receive  reports,  to  the  duty  enjoined  on  them  by 
the  law.' 

Along  with  the  Registers,  the  following  circular  letter  was 
sent  to  the  Town  Clerks : 

*-SiR, — Herewith  you  will  receive  a  blank  book,  prepared  for 
the  record  required  by  the  Act  of  March  16th,  1844,  to  be 
made  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  by  the  town  clerk  of 

In  the  beginning  of  the  volume  you  will  find  a  copy  of  the 
Act.  The  blank  space  on  the  reverse  of  the  page  maybe  used 
for  entering  any  laws  hereafter  made  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

You  will  observe  that  you  are  to  enter  only  births,  marriages 
and  deaths,  taking  place  in  your  own  town.  These  events  in 
families  of  your  citizens,  if  they  do  not  occur  within  your  town 
limits,  do  not  belong  to  your  record. 

The  ruled  columns  contain  spaces  for  a  few  classes  of  entries, 
which  you  are  not  required  by  law  to  make,  viz  :  one  for  the 
name  of  the  informant^  under  all  the  heads ;  one  for  the  place 
of  interment^  under  the  head  of  deaths ;  and  spaces  for  the 
place  of  birth  of  the  parties,  and  the  occupation  and  resideticc 
of  their  parents^  under  that  of  marriages.  As  to  filling  these 
spaces,  and  soliciting  information  for  that  purpose,  the  clerks 
are  of  course  at  liberty  to  be  governed  by  their  own  judgment. 

The  blank  in  the  line  at  the  head  of  each  left  hand  page  of 
the  Register  will  receive  the  entry,  required  by  law,  of  the 
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place  in  which  births,  &c.,  occur.  liut  in  the  pages  for  the  re- 
cord of  l:.irths,  there  is  also  a  column  headed  place  of  birlhs,  in 
which  some  clerks,  particularly  of  large  towns,  or  of  such  as 
contain  different  villages,  may  be  inclined  to  enter  the  parts  of 
the  town  in  which  the  births  respectively  took  place. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that,  in  the  entry  of  diseases  under  the 
head  of  deaths,  it  will  be  best  to  adopt  the  popular  names. 
These  are  thought,  on  the  whole,  to  afford  the  best  basis  for 
the  scientific  arrangement,  which  ought  to  be  made,  when  the 
returns  come  to  be  collected  into  tables. 

Each  successive  town  clerk  should  take  care  that  his  signa- 
ture, at  the  head  of  each  right  hand  page  of  the  Register, 
stands  over  no  other  entries  than  what  have  been  made  by 
himself 

Trusting  that  your  best  exertions  will  be  used  to  carry  out 
the  objects  of  the  Legislature  in  establishing  this  system, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,"  &X5. 

Returns  of  Births  have  been  received  from  288  towns,  of 
Marriages  from  289  towns,  and  of  Deaths  from  281  towns. 
There  remain  20  towns  without  returns  of  births,  19  towns 
without  returns  of  marriages,  and  27  towns  without  returns  of 
deaths,  besides  the  two  districts  of  Boston  Corner  and  Marshpee. 

A  portion  of  the  returns  were  not  made  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  law ;  and  a  few  were  made  so  late  as  to  occasion 
much  extra  trouble  in  the  preparation  of  the  Tables. 

A  large  portion  of  the  returns  are  more  or  less  imperfect  in 
some  of  the  particulars  required  by  law.  A  great  part  of  this 
imperfection  is  fully  explained  by  the  fact  that,  when  the  law 
went  into  effect,  it  was  already  too  late  to  obtain,  for  this  regis- 
tration year,  many  of  the  particulars  required  by  it.  For  the 
most  part  the  town  clerks  have  shown  a  commendable  inter- 
est in  the  object,  and  in  some  instances  they  have  taken  great 
pains  to  carry  the  law  fully  into  effect.  Also,  in  some  in- 
stances, the  school  committees  have  used  great  diligence  in 
their  department  to  collect  information  respecting  the  births. 

Some  of  the  imperfections  are  noticed  in  the  marginal  notes 
to  the  Tables ;  and  in  a  few  instances  commendation  is  there 


given.  But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  other  returns  do  not 
equally  deserve  favorable  notice.  These  memoranda  were 
made  from  time  to  time  when  a  return  was  under  the  eye  for 
a  different  purpose,  and  without  strict  comparison  of  one  with 
another. 

Among  the  imperfections  in  the  Returns,  the  town  clerks 
have  omitted  in  many  instances  the  number  of  the  births, 
marriages  and  deaths.  Sometimes  the  number  is  put  down  1 
consecutively,  and  in  a  few  instances  the  number  is  erroneously 
added  up.  Also  they  have  often  omitted  to  note  the  time  ^'  when 
registered,"  as  required  by  law. 

Had  the  information  respecting  births  been  communicated 
to  the  town  clerks  in  the  month  of  May,  and  of  marriages  and 
deaths  between  the  first  and  tenth  day  of  each  month  for  the 
preceding  month,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped  has  been  done  since  the 
publication  of  the  law,  the  entries  on  the  town  record  could 
easily  have  been  made  in  chronological  order,  which  would 
have  been  of  service  hereafter  in  consulting  the  record,  and 
would  have  facilitated  the  preparation  of  the  Tables. 

The  blank  forms  sent  to  the  town  clerks  required  the  re- 
turn of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  for  the  year  next  preced- 
ing May  1,  1844.  In  a  few  instances  the  town  clerks  chang- 
ed the  date  from  May  1,  to  June  1.  In  a  few  instances  the 
return  appears  to  include  some  cases  occurring  in  May  and 
June,  1844.  These  instances  are  presumed  to  be  clerical  errors. 
On  one  return  of  births  the  record  purports  to  commence  in 
January,  1843,  and  extends  to  March  31,  1844.  They  are  all 
included  on  the  presumption  of  a  clerical  error. 

Very  frequently  the  names  of  children  are  not  given. — 
Sometimes  the  sex  also  is  omitted,  and  can  only  be  inferred 
from  the  Christian  name.  Sometimes  the  sex  is  not  to  be  in- 
ferred from  any  entry  on  the  record,  and  we  have  been  obliged 
to  consider  these  instances  as  '^not  stated."  Again,  when  the 
sex  is  omitted,  and  a  name  is  entered,  it  has  been  difficult 
in  some  instances  to  determine  the  sex,  the  names  having 
probably  undergone  changes  in  the  spelling  in  the  course  of 
time.  This  shows  the  importance  of  recording  both  the  name 
and  the  sex. 
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The  date  of  the  birth  is  generally  stated,  the  omissions  being 
less  than  1  in  112. 

The  fiame  and  surname  of  the  father  are  generally  men- 
'tioned,  while  frequently  those  of  the  mother  are  omitted. 
Sometimes  the  name  of  the  mother  only  is  entered.  In  two 
instances  neither  the  name  nor  the  surname  of  either  parent  is 
mentioned,  the  children  being  foundlings.  A  few  children  are 
entered  as  illegitimate.  The  occupation  of  the  father  is  in  a 
great  majority  of  cases  stated,  being  omitted  in  1  case  out  of  17. 
The  occupations  are  very  various,  and  are  such  as  we  should 
expect  from  what  we  know  of  the  employments  of  the  people 
generally  in  the  different  parts  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  residence  of  parents  is  often  omitted  in  the  column  de- 
signed for  that  entry  on  the  return,  and  is  presumed  to  have 
been  in  the  town  from  whence  the  return  is  made,  unless  other- 
wise indicated. 

The  law  imposes  the  duty  of  collecting  the  information  re- 
specting births  upon  the  school  committees,  '^annually  in 
the  month  of  May."  Some  town  clerks  have  suggested  that 
it  would  have  been  better  to  impose  this  duty  upon  the  Asses- 
sors, who  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  every  house  in  May  or 
June,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  taxable 
property,  and  the  number  of  taxable  polls  in  each  town. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  have  been  so  many  delinquen- 
cies on  the  part  of  school  committees,  in  collecting  information 
respecting  births,  in  consequence  of  which  the  returns  are  im- 
perfect in  many  essential  particulars.  In  some  instances  the 
town  clerks  have  in  a  great  measure  supplied  these  deficien- 
cies by  their  personal  inquiries. 

The  returns  of  marriages  are  extremely  defective.  It  may 
be  well  to  present  a  view  of  this  part  of  the  case  in  some  ex- 
tracts from  letters  of  town  clerks. 

The  town  clerk  of  Andover  says,  '^  the  number  of  marri- 
ages in  the  town  of  Andover  during  the  year  next  preceding 
May  1,  1844,  was  to  me  unknown — nineteen  only  recorded  on 
the  town  Records.  The  number  of  publishments  is  fifty  in  the 
same  time.    One  of  the  Pastors  of  die  (oldest)  Congregational 
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church  has  not  made  any  retam  of  marriages  for  the  last  eight 
years,  as  appears  by  the  record. "i^  Such  facts  as  I  knew  I  have 
added." 

The  town  clerk  of  Erving  says,  "  the  attention  of  the 
minister  of  this  place,  has  been  twice  called  to  this  subject  by 
the  town  clerk ;  but  he  stiil  neglects  to  make  any  return  of 
the  marriages." 

The  town  clerk  of  Fairhaveti  says,  "you  will  also  per- 
ceive that  there  are  but  eleven  marriages  returned,  and  one  of 
these  was  in  New  Bedford,  and  not  included  in  the  Tables. 
They  are  often  solemnized  by  persons  living  out  of  town,  who 
with  those  living  in  town,  have  been  very  negligent  about 
making  the  returns  required  by  law:  and  many  of  those  that 
are  made,  are  extremely  deficient  in  giving  the  required  infor- 
mation. There  must  have  been  about  thirty-eight  marriages 
solemnized  the  past  year." ^'I  have  issued  Blanks  and  In- 
structions to  most  of  those  persons  who  are  permitted  to  sol- 
emnize marriages,  and  also  to  those  having  the  care  of  burial 
grounds  in  this  town,  requiring  them  to  bring  in  an  account  of 
marriages  and  deaths  monthly ;  and  I  think  that  the  present 
law  will  in  a  good  degree  be  complied  with." 

l^he  town  clerk  of  Falmouth  says,  "  it  is  impossible  to  make 
any  returns  of  marriages,  as  the  persons  whose  duty  it  is  to 
report  them,  have  not  performed  their  duty." 

Statements  of  this  kind  might  be  multiplied,  showing  the 
negligence  of  those  authorized  to  solemnize  marriages,  in  fur- 
nishing the  means  of  a  record  to  the  town  clerk.  Consider- 
ing the  value  of  this  record,  and  of  having  it  accessible  to  those 
interested,  on  account  of  the  peace  of  individuals  and  of  fami- 
lies, and  also  on  account  of  litigated  claims  to  property,  it  is 
surprising  that  any  persons  capable  of  perceiving  how  much  the 
rights  and  the  happiness  of  their  fellow  men  may  suffer  from 
their  remissness,  should  be  so  grossly  negligent.  In  several 
cases  which  have  come  under  the  notice  of  this  office  during 
the  past  year,  the  most  serious  difficulty  has  occurred  in  prov- 
ing a  title  to  a  valuable  pension  for  revolutionary  serviceS|  for 

^  la  the  First  Registntioa  Report  for  the  year  1841-3,  it  wis  stated  that  in  Andorer, 
"oM  «lsffsi«Ma  had  mada  no  ratom  of  marriagaa  fsr  sti'Tsan.** 
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want  of  evidence  of  the  marriage  of  the  widow  interested  in 
the  claim. 

Besides  the  neglect  to  make  any  returns  to  the  town  clerks 
hy  those  authorized  to  solemnize  marriages,  there  are  other 
causes  to  produce  imperfections  in  the  returns  to  the  Secretary. 
In  some  places  the  law  is  not  merely  not  complied  with,  but 
the  purposes  of  a  Registration  do  not  seem  to  have  been  by  any 
means  fully  appreciated. 

The  condition  of  the  parties  is  omitted  in  nearly  half  of 
the  cases  in  the  returns.  Though  the  law  (sec.  1.)  is  explicit 
in  defining  what  constitutes  the  condition,  (whether  single 
GT  widowedj)  there  have  been  mistakes  in  a  few  instances  as  to 
the  meaning  of  this  word  in  the  law,  as  if  it  referred  to  color, 
to  health,  to  property,  &c. ;  for  one  return  has  under  candid 
Hon,  "white;"  another,  "  healthy,"  "  I  don't  know,"  "well," 
"sick;"  and  another,  "  good,"  "  comfortable,"  "  don't  know," 
"ordinary,"  "not  good;"  and  another,  "moderate,"  "weal- 
thy ;"  and  another  has  three  interrogation  points  thus  :  ?  ?  7  " 

Considering  that  the  law  requiring  the  ages  of  the  parties 
married,  went  into  operation,  March  16,  1844,  only  about  six 
weeks  before  the  close  of  the  year  embraced  by  the  returns,  it 
is  creditable  to  the  town  clerks  and  others,  that  the  returns 
show  the  ages  of  1,141  persons  married,  which  is  more  than  an 
eighth  part  of  the  whole  number,  and  a  larger  proportion  than 
the  six  weeks  bear  to  the  year.  The  results  derived  from  the 
ages  of  the  parties  are  imperfect  of  course,  but  they  may  serve 
as  an  approximation  for  a  comparison  with  the  results  in  other 
countries. 

There  seems  to  be  a  delicacy  on  the  part  of  those  authorized 
to  solemnize  marriages,  as  to  obtaining  some  facts  required  by 
the  present  law,  especially  the  ages  of  the  parties.  Had  the 
law  required  the  parties,  to  inform  the  town  clerk  of  the  facts 
in  relation  to  marriage,  before  the  entry  for  publishment,  and 
made  it  his  duty  to  enter  these  facts  on  his  certificate  of  pub- 
lishment, they  would  perhaps  have  been  more  easily  and  more 
fully  obtained.  Then  the  clergyman  or  magistrate  might  have 
certified  the  marriage  of  the  parties  within  named,  together 
with  the  date  and  the  place.    The  certificate  thus  endorsed, 
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woald  then  be  rettmied  to  the  town  clerk  to  be  recorded  by 
him  among  the  marriages,  by  the  minister  or  magistrate. 

The'retnms  relating  to  the  occupation  of  the  parties,  thongh 
imperfect,  show  to  a  great  extent  the  various  kinds  of  employ- 
ment pursued  in  the  different  parts  of  the  Commonwealth. 

As  to  the  Date  of  Marriage,  a  most  important  item,  the 
omission  is  total  or  partial  in  113  instances,  or  in  abont  one 
fortieth  part  of  the  whole  number. 

The  namey  residence  and  official  station  of  the  person  by 
whom  the  parties  were  married,  are  generally  stated,  but  the 
returns  are  imperfect  in  relation  to  the  place  of  residence  of 
the  parties  at  the  time  of  marriage,  and  also  in  illation  to 
the  name  and  surname  of  the  parents. 

In  many  instances  the  marriages  are  not  numbered  at  all ; 
in  several  instances  they  are  numbered  wrong,  so  that  it  was 
necessary  to  count  the  number  or  verify  it  in  other  ways,  even 
when  they  had  their  number  in  the  proper  column,  and  when 
their  number  was  on  the  first  line  of  the  return.  Sometimes 
they  were  numbered  simply  1,  instead  of  being  numbered  in 
numerical  order,  as  was  obviously  the  design  of  the  statute. 
Sometimes  the  number  on  the  first  line  of  the  return  is  put 
down  in  figures,  instead  of  being  written  out  at  length  in  let- 
ters as  it  should  be. 

Almost  without  exception,  there  has  been  manifested  a  dis- 
position and  an  earnest  wish,  on  the  part  of  the  town  clerks, 
to  conform  to  the  requisitions  of  that  part  of  the  law,  which 
respects  marriages,  and  special  pains  seem  to  have  been  taken 
by  many  of  them,  to  furnish  the  particulars  required.  In 
many  towns,  from  which  the  returns  are  now  imperfect,  assu- 
rances are  given  that  means  are  in  a  train  for  furnishing  a 
much  more  perfect  return  of  marriages  for  the  current  year. 

Generally  speaking  there  seems  to  be  in  the  towns,  a  strong 
desire  for  a  good  system  of  registration  of  marriages,  and  a 
disposition  to  aid  in  establishing  such  a  system  throughout  the 
Commonwealth. 

One  cause  of  the  imperfection  of  the  present  returns,  is  the 
practice  in  some  of  the  border  towns,  of  going  into  the  adjoin- 
ing states  to  be  married,  withoat  being  published  in  this  Com- 
monwealth. 


The  law  requires  (Sect  1.)  the  towns  clerks  to  number  the 
deaths,  and  record  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  received, 
together  with  the  facts  relating  to  them,  and  to  note  the  time 
when  the  record  is  made.  There  are  many  imperfections  on 
the  returns  in  these  particulars. 

By  the  fourth  section  it  is  required  that  each  sexton,  or  other 
person  having  charge  of  any  burial  ground  in  this  Common* 
wealth,  shall,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  each  month,  make 
returns  of  all  the  facts  required  by  the  first  section,  connected 
with  the  death  of  any  person  whose  burial  he  may  have  su- 
perintended during  the  month  next  preceding,  to  the  clerk  of 
the  town  or  city  in  which  such  deceased  person  resided  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

These  facts  have  been  very  imperfectly  reported  to  the  town 
clerks,  as  appears  from  the  returns  and  from  letters  received 
from  the  town  clerks.  In  many  instances  it  is  even  left  very 
much  to  conjecture  what  the  number  of  deaths  has  been  during 
the  year. 

The  town  clerk  of  Hopkinton  says,  ''the  probable  number 
of  deaths  that  have  occurred  in  this  town  during  the  past 
year,  is  some  four  times  the  number  returned.  And  I  would 
suggest  that  the  returns  must  necessarily  be  imperfect,  until 
some  means  are  devised  to  compel  by  penalty,  or  induce  by 
an  adequate  compensation,  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  return  to 
town  clerks.  I  refer  more  particularly  to  the  duty  of  sextons." 
The  town  clerk  of  Reyalston  says,  ''I  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  the  necessary  information  in  regard  to  persons  deceased, 
so  as  to  answer  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  filling  up  the 
columns,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  have  not  heretofore 
paid  any  attention  in  having  births  and  deaths  recorded ;  and 
in  order  to  make  out  this  return,  I  have  made  such  inquiries  as 
to  enable  me  to  get  at  the  number  of  deaths,  and  to  state  in  the 
separate  columns  in  regard  to  such  as  I  am  acquainted  with ; 
as  to  place  of  birth,  parents,  &c.  &c.  *  *  *  Hereafter  I 
think  there  will  be  more  attention  paid  to  the  law  in  regard  to 
registration,  as  soon  as  tlie  officers  and  others  on  whom  it  im- 
poses the  duties  of  making  the  returns  to  the  clerks,  become 
acquainted  with  what  is  required  of  them ;  and  the  law  shall 
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have  my  aid  and  attention  in  carrying  out  its  designs."  The 
town  clerk  of  Sutton  says,  "  I  think  this  not  to  contain  all  the 
deaths  that  have  occurred  in  the  town  of  Sutton,  for  the  year 
ending  May  1,  1844,  as  I  have  taken  most  of  them  from  the 
newspapers.  There  are  eighteen  burial  grounds  in  the  town 
of  Sutton;  and  no  overseer  to  either  of  them  except  to  the 
private  burial  grounds."  The  town  clerk  of  Upton  says,  "  This 
blank  is  filled  up  from  a  memorandimi  blank  kept  by  a  person 
for  his  curiosity,  to  know  how  many  deaths  there  were  in 
town ;  there  has  not  been  a  death  given  to  me  to  record  for  the 
last  year ;  on  that  account  I  have  no  official  documents  to  make 
out  the  return."  The  town  clerk  of  SheUmrne  says,  **  the  re- 
turn is  believed  to  be  perfectly  accurate  as  to  the  number  of 
deaths  and  ages,  and  also  the  date  of  death.  The  return  for 
the  date  of  registration,  I  have  left  blank,  as  I  was  at  the 
trouble  of  gaining  the  information  and  particulars  required  by 
the  blank,  by  visiting  the  families  personally, — and  they  were 
registered  when  the  blank  was  filled  out."  The  town  clerk  of 
Florida  says,  '^  there  have  been  three  deaths  in  the  town  with- 
in the  time  above  specified ;  but  as  there  is  no  record  of  them, 
I  am  unable  to  fill  the  blank." 

The  town  clerk  of  Raynham  says,  '^  my  return  of  deaths  is 
imperfect,  although  correct,  I  believe,  as  far  as  it  goes.  We 
have  many  places  for  burial,  mostly  private  property,  no  super- 
intendent of  burial  grounds  or  sexton,  whose  duty  it  is  to  give 
notice  of  deaths,  or  of  whom  information  can  be  obtained,  and 
nobody  thinks  of  returning  a  death  to  the  clerk  of  the  town. 
I  however,  generally  get  information  of  the  death,  of  the  age 
(in  years)  and  by  taking  the  trouble,  of  the  disease  or  cause 
of  death ;  and  I  hope  hereafter,  as  the  record  of  births  grows 
more  full,  to  give  the  ages  more  exactly."  The  town  clerk  of 
Wareham  says,  "  The  whole  number  of  deaths  that  have  oc- 
curred in  this  town  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1844,  is  fifty- 
eight.  I,  however,  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  information  so 
as  to  record  but  tliiriy-two."  The  town  clerk  of  Eastham 
says,  '*  The  within  blank  is  filled  according  to  the  best  infor- 
mation that  I  could  conveniently  obtain,  for  there  has  not  been 
a  death  returned  within  the  last  year;  but  it  is  not  as  full  as  I 
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should  wish,  but  I  caunot  avoid  it  the  present  year."  The 
town  clerk  of  WeUJUet  says,  '^  one  of  the  sextons  has  made  a 
full  and  correct  report  for  the  year,  and  one  rather  an  imperfect 
one — probably  not  Ihree-fourlhs  of  what  came  withm  his  lim- 
its. Tlie  other  and  last  has  made  no  report  at  all,  notwith- 
standing I  have  requested  him  so  to  do ;  probably  the  above 
list  of  [24J  names  are  not  more  than  three-fourths  that  have 
died  during  the  year  preceding  the  last  day  of  April  last." 

The  above  extracts  show  the  neglect  which  has  prevailed  on 
the  part  of  sextons,  in  many  of  the  towns,  in  reporting  to  the 
town  clerks  the  facts  required  by  the  law,  in  relation  to  deaths. 
They  show  also  the  personal  exertions  of  town  clerks  in  some 
instances  to  procure  information.  There  are  instances  in  which 
more  attention  has  been  given  to  registration,  and  a  more  suc- 
cessful result  attained.  The  town  clerk  of  Oxford  says,  "I 
herewith  return  to  your  office  thirty-two  deaths  that  have  oc- 
curred in  this  town  for  the  year  prior  to  May  1,  1844."  "The 
deaths  and  marriages  were  returned  promptly.  The  town  clerk 
of  Plympton,  long  well  known  for  exactness  in  all  that  pertains 
to  the  duties  of  his  office,  says,  "  In  the  year  ending  April  30, 
1844,  there  was  an  unusual  number  of  deaths  in  Plympton. 
From  statistical  tables  kept  in  the  records  of  the  town  of  Plymp- 
ton, it  appears  that  during  thirty  years,  ending  Dec.  31,  1841, 
the  yearly  number  of  deaths  in  Plympton  during  said  thirty 
years,  was  14^.  Also  that  the  ages  of  all  tlie  deceased  persons 
averaged  40  years,  10  months,  25  }J  days."  The  town  clerk  of 
Falmouth  says,  ''  the  above  list  [of  33  deaths]  is  complete  and 
correct.  It  is  believed  every  decUh  in  the  town  has  been  re- 
corded." 

Two  objects  seem  to  be  contemplated  by  the  registration 
law.  One  of  these  is  to  obtain  a  record  of  the  Births,  Marriages 
and  Deaths,  with  certain  facts  connected  with  them,  in  every 
town  and  city;  and  to  have  certified  copies  of  this  record  em- 
bracing the  year  next  preceding  May  1,  to  be  annually  sent  to 
the  secretary's  office ;  the  record  and  the  copy  to  be  accessible 
to  those  who  may  have  occasion  to  consult  them.  This  object 
has  reference  chiefly  to  individuals. 

The  other  object  is  to  have  the  facts  contained  in  these  re- 


cords,  embodied  in  such  a  form  as  shall  show  the  general  re- 
sults to  be  deduced  from  the  aggregate  of  these  important  facts 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.  This  object  has  regard  to 
those  who  would  take  a  general  view  of  this  important  branch 
of  the  statistics  of  a  civilized  community. 

The  law  has  assigned  to  town  clerks  and  others  respectively 
within  small  limits,  the  duty  of  furnishing  the  materials,  and 
returning  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Secretary,  and  requires  that 
the  Secretary  shall  receive  the  returns,  and  prepare  therefrom 
such  tabular  results  as  will  render  them  of  public  utility,  to  be 
reported  to  the  Legislature.  It  is  left  to  his  discretion  to  deter- 
mine the  form  best  adapted  to  effect  the  purposes  of  the  law. 

In  arranging  Tables  for  the  annual  report,  thoso  classes 
of  facts  have  been  selected  which  would  seem  to  be  most 
interesting,  and  which  could  be  most  satisfactorily  exhibited 
in  the  present  imperfect  state  of  the  returns.  It  was  thought 
better  to  have  a  few  facts  correctly  presented  in  the  tables 
than  to  attempt  a  more  extensive  plan  which  must  have  been 
executed  more  imperfectly.  The  particularity  in  the  results 
is  not  so  great  as  is  desirable  in  several  points  of  view,  but 
is  believed  to  be  as  great  as,  on  the  whole,  can  be  attempted  to 
advantage  in  the  present  state  of  the  registration  system  in 
Massachusetts.  The  returns  must  be  much  more  full,  before 
they  will  afford  a  sufficient  basis  for  comparison  with  the  re- 
sults in  older  countries,  where  a  system  of  registration  has  for  a 
long  time  been  carried  out  to  a  great  degree  of  minuteness  and 
exactness. 

In  preparing  the  tables,  the  law  has  been  strictly  observed  by 
including  in  them  only  those  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths 
which  occurred  within  the  respective  towns  and  cities,  reject- 
ing those  which  occurred  in  other  towns.  It  sometimes  hap- 
pened that  they  were  not  found  in  those  towns  where  the  re- 
cord of  another  town  represented  them  to  have  occurred ;  in  such 
cases  they  were  not  included  in  the  tables.  The  number  would 
have  been  considerably  larger,  had  all  been  included  which  are 
exhibited  in  the  returns.  One  exception,  or  seeming  excep- 
tion was  made  to  this  rule,  namely,  of  persons  dying  "at  sea," 
and  where  there  was  presumed  to  be  no  municipal  record  of 
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Deaths  and  Buriak^  By  following  this  rule,  it  is  presumed 
that  the  number  from  without  the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth, 
subject  to  registration  here,  would  not  differ  widely  from  that 
of  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  would  be  subjects  of 
registration  elsewhere. 

The  population  of  each  town,  according  to  the  United  States 
census  of  1840,  has  been  inserted  in  the  tables,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  reader,  at  one  view,  to  compare  the  number  of 
Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages  with  the  last  enumeration  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  to  see  the  comparative  fullness  of  the  re- 
turns of  the  several  towns.  In  some  of  the  towns  there  has 
been  a  great  increase  of  the  population  since  1840.  while  a  ma- 
jority of  them  have  probably  remained  nearly  stationary. 

The  greater  fulness  of  the  returns  required  by  the  law  of  last 
winter,  has  occasioned  a  modification  of  the  form  of  the  Tables 
which  were  appended  to  the  first  and  second  Reports.  It  is  be- 
heved,  however,  that  the  reader  will  be  able  easily  to  compare 
the  results  of  the  third  with  either  of  the  previous  years. 

Table  I  relates  to  Births,  and  is  divided  into  four  parts.  In 
the  first  part,  under  the  heads  of  the  respective  counties,  the 
towns  are  arranged  in  three  classes ;  1st,  those  whose  returns 
were  considered  sufficiently  fair  to  be  embodied  in  the  recapit- 
ulation by  counties,  in  the  second  "peiTt -,  2d,  those  which  have 
made  returns  obviously  imperfect,  embodied  with  the  preceding 
in  the  third  part ;   3d,  those  which  have  made  no  returns. 

The  first  part  of  table  I  (pp.  1 — 18)  exhibits  against  the 
name  of  each  town  its  population  in  1840,  (which  it  was  thought 
best  to  insert  in  this  table,  as  also  in  tables  II  and  III,  so  as  to 
enable  the  reader  to  compare,  at  one  view,  the  number  of  births, 
marriages  and  deaths  with  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  that 
time) ;  the  number  of  births  or  midwifery  cases  in  which  a  living 
child  was  bom ;  the  number  of  living  children  with  the  sex  of 
each;  the  plurality  cases,  or  births  in  which  more  than  one  child 
was  bom  (of  which  at  least  one  was  bom  alive)  ;  the  still-bom ; 
the  number  of  children  in  each  month ;  and  finally  the  number 
of  fathers  whose  occupation  is  stated,  and  not  stated.  This 
latter  entry  is  made  to  show  the  fulness  of  the  returns  in  this 
particular. 
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The  second  part  (p.  19)  contains  a  recapitulation  of  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three  towns  of  the  first  class,  whose  returns  are 
fair.  In  these  towns,  containing  a  population  of  537,319  in  1840, 
there  were  14,439  births,  or  1  to  37.28,  which  is  probably  not 
more  than  three-fourths  of  the  true  number.  It  is  much  less 
than  the  proportion  in  many  of  the  towns ;  for  example,  Chel- 
sea, Boxford,  Brighton,  Cambridge,  Milford,  North  Brookfield, 
Leyden,  Rowe,  Florida,  Hinsdale,  West  Stockbridge,  Quincy, 
Halifax,  &c.  The  average  proportion  of  births  to  population 
in  England,  for  the  four  years  from  1837  to  1841,  was  1  to  33. 
In  the  Prussian  states,  it  is  calculated  that  in  the  fifteen  years 
from  1820  to  1834,  there  was  one  child  born  to  about  25  per- 
sons living.  We  may  presume  that  there  is  annually  on  an 
average  in  Massachusetts,  1  child  born  to  about  25  persons, 
according  to  the  census  of  1840  ;  on  this  supposition  the  num- 
ber would  have  been  21,675  in  these  263  towns,  instead  of 
14,563,  which  is  only  two-thirds  as  many. 

The  third  part  (p.  20),  in  addition  to  those  in  the  second 
part,  contains  returns  of  25  towns  of  the  second  class,  and  em- 
braces two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  towns,  with  a  population 
of  593,876  in  1840.  The  remaining  22  towns,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  143,824,  made  no  returns.  The  whole  number  of  births 
was  14,633,  producing  14,757  children,  or  1  birth  in  40.45  in 
these  towns. 

The  whole  number  of  living  children  bom  in  the  288  towns, 
was  14,757.  of  whom  7,399  were  males,  7042  females,  and  316 
whose  sex  is  not  stated.  The  proportion  of  the  females  to  the 
males  was  as  100  to  105.07,  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  how 
closely  this  result,  from  returns  which  are  imperfect,  agrees 
with  the  proportion  of  the  sexes  in  other  countries. 

In  the  Prussian  states,  during  the  15  years  from  1820  to  1834, 
there  were  born  7,593,017,  of  whom  3,906,544  were  males,  and 
3,686,473  were  females,  or  in  the  proportion  of  100  females  to 
105.97  males.  During  this  period,  the  excess  of  males  was 
never  below  5J  per  cent.,  and  was  only  once  above  6}  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

The  number  of  stiU-bom  is  only  27  on  the  returns  of  births. 
Besides  these,  there  are  a  few  mentioned  in  the  returns  of  deaths. 
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The  proper  place  of  entering  them  is  in  the  registry  of  births. 
They  constitute  an  interesting  part  of  the  natural  history  of 
man,  modified  indeed  by  local  circumstances,  but  do  not  form 
an  element  in  the  calculations  relating  to  the  value  of  life  at 
any  period.  The  above  number  of  still-bom  is  obviously  far 
short  of  the  true  number.  The  number  of  still-born.in  the  city 
of  Boston  was  on  an  average  more  than  1  in  16  deaths,  accord- 
ing to  the  bills  of  Mortality,  from  1814  to  1843.  Out  of  43,034 
deaths,  including  the  still-born,  2,841  were  registered  as  still- 
bom. 

rhe  /owr/A  part  of  table  I  (pp.  21,  22)  relates  to  the  Plu- 
rality cases,  and  shows,  arranged  according  to  counties,  the  num- 
ber of  births;  the  number  of  plurality  cases,  with  the  number 
of  children  bora,  their  sex,  and  the  still-bom ;  the  proportion 
of  these  cases  to  the  whole  number  of  births ;  the  months  in 
which  they  occurred ;  and  the  occupation  of  the  father.  It  ap- 
pears that  besides  three  still-bom  cases,  not  included  in  the  table, 
there  were  121  of  these  cases,  or  1  in  121,  varying  materially  in 
the  proportion  in  the  different  counties.  Of  these  121  cases,  118 
were  twin  cases,  producing  234  children,  2  were  triplet  cases, 
producing  6  children,  and  one  was  a  case  of  four  children,  giving 
a  total  of  244  living  children,  besides  two  still-born.  Of  these 
244  living  children,  124  were  males,  and  120  females,  or  in  the 
proportion  of  100  females  to  103J  males,  showing  the  proportion 
of  females  a  little  larger  than  in  that  of  all  the  births  re- 
turned. 

The  proportion  of  plurality  cases  to  the  whole  number,  1  in 
121  in  the  returns  from  the  288  towns,  is  considerably  less  than 
is  found  to  prevail  in  other  countries,  and  is  less  than  is  believ- 
ed to  prevail  in  this  country.  This  proportion  perhaps  would 
have  been  increased,  had  the  returns  been  complete.  One  physi- 
cian in  this  country  has  attended  1600  cases,  of  which  1  in  90 
was  a  plurality  case.  Dr.  Collins  in  his  Practical  Treatise  on 
Midwifery,  p.  186,  says,  that  in  Prance  the  proportion  is  one  in 
every  95  births  ;  in  Germany,  one  in  80 ;  in  England,  one  in 
92 ;  in  Scotland,  one  in  95 ;  but  in  Ireland,  the  proportion  is 
one  in  every  62.  Of  129,172  women  delivered  in  the  Lying-in 
Hospital  of  Dublin,  2062  gave  birth  to  twins. 
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In  cases  of  children  designated  as  pasthunumSj  in  the  marginal 
notes,  the  mothers  were  widows. 

Table  II  relates  to  Marriages,  and  is  divided  into  three 
parts.  In  the  first  pB,Tt  (pp.  23 — 39,)  the  towns  are  divided  into 
those  which  have  made  returns  recapitulated  in  the  second  part 
(p.  40)  by  counties,  and  those  which  have  made  no  returns ; 
and  the  tables  exhibit,  by  counties,  the  census  of  1840;  the 
number  of  marriages;  the  condition  of  the  parties;  the  number 
of  the  parties  whose  age  and  condition  is  stated ;  their  aggre- 
gate ages ;  and  the  months  in  which  the  marriages  occurred. 

The  289  towns,  from  which  returns  of  Marriages  have  been 
received,  contained  a  population  of  600,680  in  1840.  The 
number  of  marriages  was  4304,  or  1  in  138  persons.  This 
number  is  undoubtedly  below  the  tnith.  In  England,  thi) 
average  number  per  annum  in  the  three  years  from  1838  to  1841, 
was  1  in  127  inhabitants,  and  in  the  metropolis,  one  in  101. 

The  third  part  (p.  41)  shows  the  proportion  of  marriages  to 
the  population,  and  the  number  according  to  "condition,"  with 
the  average  age  of  the  parties,  for  each  county,  and  for  the  State. 
The  average  age  deduced  from  15,579  marriages,  registered  in 
England  for  the  two  years  ending  June  30,  1840  and  '41,  was 
of  bachelors,  nearly  25.45;  of  maids,  24.30;  of  widowers, 
40.80 ;  of  widows,  38.95  ;  of  the  men,  27.45  ;  and  of  the  wo- 
men, 25.46  years. 

Table  III,  relating  to  Deaths,  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The 
first  part  (pp.  42 — 59,)  shows  by  counties  the  towns  with  their 
census  in  1840  (those  which  have  made  returns  being  distin- 
guished from  those  which  have  made  none) ;  the  number  of 
deaths,  with  the  sex  of  the  deceased ;  the  number  and  sex  of 
those  that  died  in  each  month ;  the  number  whose  age  is  re- 
corded ;  and  the  aggregate  ages  and  average  age  in  each  town. 

The  second  part  (pp.  60,  61)  recapitulates  by  counties 
the  281  towns  which  have  made  returns.  The  whole  num- 
ber, which,  excluding  the  still-born,  is  8338,  is  doubtless 
too  small  for  the  aggregate  population  of  578,653,  being  only 
about  1  in  70,  when  probably  it  really  is  1  in  55.  The  propor- 
tion in  England  in  the  three  years  from  1838  to  1841,  was  1  in  45 
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of  the  population.  Of  8338, 3712  were  males,  and  4173  females, 
besides  453  whose  sex  is  not  stated.  The  females  exceeded  the 
males  b^  461  in  the  general  aggregate,  and  did  so  in  every 
county  except  Nantucket, — Hampshire,  where  the  difference  is 
only  2, — and  Suffolk,  embracing  only  one  town,  Chelsea,  io 
which  the  number  of  males  is  double  that  of  the  females,  owing 
to  the  death  of  34  males  in  the  Marine  Hospital.  After  de- 
ducting these  34  from  the  whole  number  of  males,  there  would 
remain  only  26  males  to  27  females,  and  one  not  stated. 

Of  the  8338,  the  ages  of  7723  are  on  the  returns,  whose  ag^ 
gregate  is  260,622  years,  7  months,  and  20  days,  averaging  33 
years,  8  months,  and  28i^  days.  The  average  age  in  the  sev- 
eral counties,  as  well  as  in  the  several  towns,  is  various.  This 
result  as  to  the  average  is  not  to  be  taken  too  strictly,  but  only 
as  an  approximation,  or  to  be  regarded  as  accidental,  and  not 
necessarily  indicating  a  healthy  or  unhealthy  section  of  the 
Commonwealth.  The  average  age  deduced  from  the  registered 
Deaths  in  England  for  four  years  ending  June,  1841,  was  28.93 
years.     In  the  Prussian  States  it  was  28.86. 

It  may  be  observed  in  regard  to  Suffolk  County  (embrac- 
ing only  the  return  from  Chelsea),  in  which  the  average  age 
was  the  least  of  any  of  the  counties,  that  of  the  85  whose  age 
is  specified,  34  were  seamen,  whose  aggregate  age  was  1097, 
and  average  age  32  years  and  3  months.  The  number  under 
20  years  was  38,  whose  average  age  was  between  3  and  4 
years ;  and  of  the  47  whose  age  was  20  years  and  upwards, 
the  average  age  was  over  35  years. 

The  returns  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  months  of  Au- 
gust and  September  were  the  most  fatal  to  human  life,  and  that 
April,  May,  June  and  July  were  the  most  favorable. 

Table  IV  exhibits  in  the^*^  part  (pp.  62 — 75)  the  approxi- 
mate agcs^  and  the  number  of  deaths  of  either  sex,  in  each 
month,  by  counties,  and  in  the  second  part  (p.  76)  a  recapitulation 
of  the  same  for  the  whole  State.  This  table  corresponds  to  table 
III  in  the  First,  and  table  IV  in  the  Second  Annual  Report. 

*  That  is,  the  ages  as  ananged,  in  the  columns,  between  1  and  2  yean,  be- 
tween 2  and  5,  &c. 
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The  ihvxl  part  (p.  77)  showa  the  near  agreement  betvreen 
the  approximate  ages  in  the  several  counties,*  and  the  ages 
stated  in  the  returns. 

The  fourth,  part  (p.  78)  shows  the  proportion  of  deaths,  in- 
cluding the  still-bom,  in  the  different  periods  of  life,  according  to 
the  returns  in  1842,  1843,  and  1844;  and  the  Jifth  part  (p.  T9) 
the  proportion  of  the  aggregate  deaths  in  these  three  years,  as 
compared  with  the  deaths  in  England,  in  four  years,  ending  June 
30, 1838  to  1841,  and  in  the  Prussian  states  in  fifteen  years,  from 
1820  to  1834  inclusive.  From  the  comparison  it  appears  that 
the  returns  in  Massachusetts  show  the  proportion  of  deaths  un- 
der 10  years  to  have  been  less  than  in  England  or  in  the  Prus- 
sian states  ;  that  from  10  and  under  40  years,  26.24  per  cent, 
died  in  Massachusetts,  20.57  per  cent,  in  England,  and  14.89 
per  cent,  in  the  Prussian  states,  so  that  the  proportion  in  the  three 
countries,  was  nearly  equal,  of  those  who  died  under  40  years ; 
that,  of  those  who  died  at  the  age  of  40  and  under  50  years,  the 
proportion  was  nearly  the  same  in  the  three  countries;  that 
from  50  and  under  70,  the  proportion  was  less,  and  from  70  and 
under  80,  it  was  greater  in  Massachusetts ;  that  from  80  and  un- 
der 90,  it  was  greater  here  than  in  England,  and  nearly  double 
that  in  the  Prussian  states;  and  from  90  and  upwards,  also 
much  greater  in  Massachusetts  than  in  either  of  those  coun- 
tries. 

Table  Y,  relating  to  the  occupations  of  the  deceased,  is  di- 
vided into  three  parts. 

The  first  part  (pp.  80 — 91)  corresponding  with  table  XL  in 
the  First,  and  with  table  III.  in  the  Second  Annual  Report,  ex- 

*  The  cqtproximate  aggngaU  in  Table  IV,  part  3,  is  obtained  by  multiplying 
the  number  in  each  column  by  the  mean  of  the  ages,  and  adding  the  products  to- 
gether ;  thus  1264  by  1,  551  by  11,  566  by  31,  &c, ;  and  the  approxvmaU  aver- 
agg  is  the  quotient  obtained  by  dividing  this  aggregate  by  the  whole  number. 
The  Return  AggrtgaU  is  the  aggregate  of  the  ages  as  they  appear  on  the  re- 
turns ;  and  the  average  of  years  following,  is  the  number  obtained  by  dividing 
this  aggregate  by  the  whole  number  of  the  deceased  whose  ages  have  been 
coonted. 
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hibits  in  separate  columns  for  the  several  counties,  1,  the  num- 
ber of  persons  deceased,  whose  ages  are  stated,  belonging  re- 
spectively to  various  occupations ;  and  2,  the  aggregate  age  (ex- 
pressed in  years,  months,  and  days,)  of  the  whole  number  of  each 
occupation  deceased  in  each  county.  The  occupations  are  ar- 
ranged in  eight  general  classes,  all  consisting  of  males  (with  the 
exception  of  a  few  teachers,  domestics,  operatives,  and  paupers,) 
and  a  ninth  class  consisting  of  females.  The  first  class  consists  of 
those  usually  known  as  professional  men  and  scholars;  the  sec- 
ond, of  capitalists  and  merchants,  or  of  persons  either  living  on  the 
income  of  their  property,  or  employed  in  some  branch  of  com- 
merce; the  third,  of  cultivators  of  the  earth,  whether  as  owners 
or  not ;  the  fourth,  of  clerks  and  other  persons  (not  belonging 
to  the  professions)  living  on  salaries,  or  the  avails  of  commis- 
sions; the  fifth,  of  artisans  and  mechanics;  the  sixth;  of  per- 
sons performing  domestic  service  and  other  manual  labor,  not 
included  in  either  of  the  former  classes,  nor  in  the  next  suc- 
ceeding ;  the  seventh,  of  mariners,  and  persons  employed  on 
ship  board;  the  eighth,  of  paupers,  and  other  persons  requiring 
guardianship.  The  ninth  class  specifies  a  few  female  occupa- 
tions. At  the  close  of  this  part  (at  the  top  of  pages  8G — ^91) 
are  exhibited  in  separate  columns,  1,  the  whole  number  be- 
longing to  such  occupation,  deceased  in  the  State  during  the 
past  year ;  2,  their  aggregate  ages ;  and  3,  their  average  ages 
respectively. 

The  second  part  of  table  V  (pp.  92,  93)  is  a  recapitulation  of 
the  first,  exhibiting  a  summary  statement  of  the  several  facts,  ar- 
ranged under  the  heads  of  the  nine  general  classes  of  occupa- 
tions. 

The  third  part  (pp.  94 — ^96)  exhibits,  (1)  the  approximate 
ages  of  persons  deceased,  belonging  to  the  dificrent  occupations ; 
(2)  a  recapitulation  of  the  same  facts  arranged  under  the  nine 
general  classes  of  occupations ;  (3)  a  comparison  of  the  approx- 
imate aggregate  and  average  ages  of  persons  deceased  in  the 
several  counties,  whose  occupation  has  been  returned,  with  their 
aggregate  and  average  ages  as  deduced  from  the  returns. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  approximate  aggregate  of  1696 
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ages,  among  the  occupations  specified  in  the  returns,  is  1065} 
years  more  than  the  actual  aggregate  exhibited  in  the  returns 
themselves,  making  a  difference  in  the  average  of  life  in  these 
occupations  (5416 — 63.54)  of  sixty-two  hundredths  of  a  year, 
or  7  months  and  14|^\  days.  Had  the  table  been  constructed 
by  putting  in  the  first  column  those  of  20  years  and  vnder^  and 
in  the  second,  those  over  20  and  not  exceeding  30  years^  &c., 
the  approximate  aggregate  would  have  been  reduced  1510 
years,  from  91,815  to  90,305,  thus  making  the  difference  only 
twenty-six  hundredths  of  a  year,  or  3  months  and  6^  days  less 
than  the  actual  average  of  individual  life  according  to  the  re- 
turns themselves. 

The  approximate  aggregate  ages  of  1639  persons  in  1842, 
were  88,805  years,  averaging  54.12  years ;  in  1843,  the  aggre- 
gate of  1781  ages  was  99,045  years,  and  the  average  55.61 
years;  in  1844,  the  aggregate  of  1695  ages  was  91,815  years, 
and  the  average  54.168  years.  The  approximate  aggregate 
for  the  three  years  was  279,665  years,  averaging  54.67  years 
among  5115  occupations. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  under  most  of  the  occupa- 
tions is  small,  and  not  sufficient  to  furnish  an  average  age 
which  can  be  considered  as  an  approximation  to  the  truth,  but 
if  a  similar  registration  should  be  pursued  for  a  series  of  years, 
the  accumulation  will  afford  valuable  data  for  this  calcula- 
tion. 

Already  a  sufficient  number  have  been  registered,  of  a  few 
of  the  occupations,  for  establishing  a  very  near  approximatiou 
to  the  actual  average  age ;  an  example  is  in  the  class  of  far- 
mers or  yeomen,  including  gardeners,  of  whom  the  number 
whose  age  is  stated  in  the  three  years  is  1996,  whose  approxi- 
mate average  age  was  65.47  years. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  occupations  of  the  deceased 
in  some  of  the  towns,  as  Lowell,  Cambridge,  Medford  and 
Waltham,  have  been  almost  wholly  omitted;  as  one  great 
purpose  of  a  Registration  system  is  to  determine  the  value  of 
life  in  the  different  occupations,  and  from  no  source  can  more 
nseful  facts  for  this  purpose  be  furnished  than  from  the  com- 
mercial and  manufacturing  towns. 
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Table  YI.  exhibits  the  nosological  facts  deduced  from  the 
returns,  and  is  divided  into  three  parts. 

In  the  first  part,  (pp.  98 — 100)  in  a  series  of  columns,  one 
for  each  county,  are  arranged  the  deaths  that  have  taken  place 
during  the  last  registration  year,  under  the  heads  of  the  re- 
spective diseases,  these  being  disposed  under  seven  general 
classes.  The  second  part  (p.  101)  is  a  recapitulation  of  the 
first,  presenting  a  summary  view  of  the  facts  in  the  several 
counties  and  in  the  whole  Commonwealth,  under  the  heads  of 
the  seven  great  classes  of  disease  respectively.  The  third  part 
(pp.  102 — 110)  shows  the  period  of  the  year,  and  of  life,  at 
which  the  various  diseases  proved  fatal  in  the  cases  returned. 

The  descriptions  of  fatal  diseases  in  the  returns,  continue  to 
be  far  less  definite  than  is  to  be  desired. 

Consumption  is  the  grand  receptacle  for  all  lingering  dis- 
eases, of  whatever  nature,  which  prove  fatal.  Fever  is  an- 
other convenient  term  to  apply  to  diseases  of  an  ambiguous  or 
undetermined  character.  Dropsy  is  applied  to  effusions  of 
water,  whether  arising  from  pleurisy,  peritonitis,  tumors,  dis- 
ease of  the  heart,  or  any  other  of  its  numerous  causes.  Liver 
complaints  of  all  kinds  and  jaundice  seem  to  be  convertible 
terms;  not  to  mention  such  as  are  entered  under  stoppage^ 
sudden^  infantile^  old  age,  and  not  stated.  This  inexact  and 
ambiguous  designation  of  the  causes  of  death,  where  only  a 
symptom  or  effect  of  a  disease  is  mentioned,  instead  of  its  true 
seat  and  nature,  impairs  the  value  of  our  tables,  as  it  will  that 
of  tables  made  under  any  law,  in  any  country.  About  some 
classes  of  disease,  however,  there  can  be  no  important  mistake, 
and  the  tables  respecting  them  are  good  as  far  as  they  go. 
Such  are  most  of  the  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases,  cancer, 
casualties,  croup,  &c. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  facts  obtained  from  a  combi- 
nation of  the  nosological  tables,  prepared  for  this  and  the  two 
preceding  years. 


Total  number  of  Deaths  reported  1842-4. 
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Hence  it  appears  that  the  greatest  mortality  has  occurred  in 
September  (3051),  and  the  least  in  June  (2021);  that  the 
three  successive  months  in  which  the  mortality  was  greatest, 
vere  August,  September  and  October  (8491),  and  that  it  was 
leaat  in  May,  June  and  July  (6368).  It  also  appears  that  more 
than  oae  third  (11,874)  died  before  the  age  of  ten  years. 

Deaths  from  Consumption. 
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From  this  it  appears  that  more  than  one  fifth  of  all  the 
doaths  (28,616)  are  marked  "conaumptioii,"  or  if  Te  rciject 


all  except  those  which  occurred  between  the  ages  of  10  and  60 
(6  to  3),  which  is  perhaps  about  the  actual  number  of  those 
who  have  died  of  tubercular  phthisis,  we  still  have  about  one 
ninth  from  consumption.  The  difference  between  the  number 
of  males  and  females  is  worthy  of  note,  the  latter  exceeding 
the  former  by  one  third. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  the  mild  months 
of  May  and  September,  and  the  smallest  in  the  cold  months  of 
November  and  January;  and  this  appears  to  have  been  the 
case  not  only  for  the  aggregate  of  years,  but  also  for  each 
individual  year.  This  is  a  fact  at  variance  with  common 
opinion. 

In  some  of  the  classes  of  diseases  the  deaths  are  about 
equally  distributed  among  the  months ;  but  in  others  they  pre- 
vail at  certain  seasons,  as  the  following  table  will  show. 

UONTHS. 
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Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Orgaiis  constitute  more  ftian 
one  fourth  of  the  whole,  imd  prove  fatal  most  in  March  (723), 
and  least  in  August  (493).  The  three  most  fatal  successive 
months  were  February,  March  and  April  (2004) ;  the  three 
least,  June,  July  and  August  (1526). 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs  constitute  less  than  one 
eighteenth  of  the  whole,  and  prove  most  fetal  in  August  (SS9), 
and  least  in  December  (75).  In  successive  months  most  deaths 
occur  in  August,  September  and  October  (600),  and  the  fewest 
in  November,  December  and  January  (236). 

Epidemic  and  Contagious  diseases  constitute  more  than  one 
fifth.  They  an  most  fatal  in  September  (3061),  and  least  so  in 


June  (2021) ;  or  in  three  months  we  have  most  in  August, 
September  and  October  (2013),  and  the  fewest  in  April,  May 
and  June  (990). 

Among  so  many  numerical  statements  and  calculations,  it  is 
not  improbable  that  some  errors  have  escaped  notice.  I  have 
observed  a  very  few  since  some  of  the  sheets  passed  through  the 
press,  but  none  of  sufficient  importance  to  make  it  worth  while 
to  call  attention  to  them. 

I  have  in  several  instances  derived  important  benefit  from 
suggestions  in  the  communications  of  the  town  clerks,  many 
of  which  are  extremely  judicious  and  valuable.  I  see  im- 
provements which  might  be  made  in  respect  to  the  arrange- 
ment and  contents  of  the  tables.  The  whole  subject  is  still 
matter  of  experiment  with  us,  and  I  had  given  it  no  particular 
attention  till  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  do  so.  in  order  to 
the  execution  of  my  duty  under  the  law.  Whatever  deficien- 
cies may  be  observed,  I  have  admitted  nothing,  on  which  a 
question  could  arise,  without  seeking  advice  in  the  best  quar- 
ters, or  being  sustained  by  the  practice  of  the  most  approved 
foreign  tables.  In  another  trial,  I  should  hope  to  satisfy  my- 
self better. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JOHN  O.  PALFRET,  Secretary. 
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4. — PsoFOETiON  OF  DsATHS  pcT  Cent,  at  different  periods  of  life, 


according  to  the  three  Returns. 


• 

1842. 

1 

1 

V. 

1843. 

1 

1 

1844. 

Sex  AMI)  Age. 

1       w 

CO 

Proportion  j»er 

^ 
rt 

Proporl 

lion  per 

.  "^ 

Proport 

lion  per 

Ji 

cent. 

M 

cent. 

■  ^ 

cent. 

4311 

45.17 

{93.12 

44.(56 

1 94.37 

3712 

Males, 

4771 

44.26 

^94^ 

Females,     • 

i4576 

47.95 

5;)11 

49.71 

4173 

49.76 

Not  stated. 

(557 
9544 

1359 

6.88 

6.88 

602 

5.63 

5.63 

> 

i  502 
8387 

1313 

5.98 

O.aX} 

Total,      • 

100.00 

100.00 

10,684  100.00  100.00 
1762    17.3:j'   17.a3 

100.00 
16.78 

100.00 

Under  1  year, 

15.08 

.    15.08 

ia78 

1  and  under  2, 

737 

8.18 

1            .         i 

773 

7.60 

• 

551 

7.04 

■ 

Under  2, 

■ 

• 

!  23.26 

• 

1 

24.93 

• 

• 

23.82 

2  and  under  5, 

851 

9.45 

• 

1«2 

9.16 

* 

'  566 

7.24 

• 

Under  5, 

• 

• 

;  32.71 

■ 

« 

34.09 

• 

. 

31.06 

5  and  under  10, 

420 

AM 

• 

563 

5.53 

• 

,334 

4.27 

• 

Under  10, 

• 

• 

37.37 

• 

• 

.  3J).62 

■ 

• 

35^ 

10  and  under  20, 

578 

6.42 

• 

599 

5.89 

■ 

536 

6.a5 

■ 

Under  20, 

• 

• 

43,79 

• 

• 

45.51 

• 

• 

42.18 

20  and  under  30, 

1052 

11.68 

1 
•     1 

1153 

11.34 

• 

858 

10.97 

• 

Under  30, 

• 

• 

55.47 

• 

• 

56.85 

• 

• 

53.15 

30  and  under  40, 

763 

8.47 

■ 

870 

8.61 

• 

671 

8.57 

• 

Under  40, 

• 

• 

63.94! 

■ 

• 

,   65.46 

• 

• 

61.72 

40  and  under  50, 

076 

7.50 

• 

683 

6.72 

• 

485 

6.20 

• 

Under  50, 

• 

• 

71.44 

• 

• 

72.18 

• 

• 

67.92 

50  and  under  GO, 

561 

6.23 

• 

588 

5.78 

• 

437 

5.59 

■ 

Under  60, 

■ 

• 

77.67 

• 

• 

77.96 

• 

• 

Tasi 

60  and  under  70, 

623 

6.92 

• 

682 

6.71 

• 

602 

7.70 

• 

Under  70, 

■ 

• 

84.59 

• 

• 

,  84.67 

• 

• 

81.21 

70  and  under  80, 

715 

7.94 

• 

848 

8.34 

• 

751 

9.60 

■ 

Under  80, 

. 

• 

92.53 

• 

• 

f)3.01 

• 

• 

90.81 

80  and  under  90, 

525 

5.83 

■ 

572 

5.62 

• 

578 

7.39 

■ 

Under  IK), 

m 

• 

98.36 

• 

• 

98.63 

■ 

• 

98.20 

90  and  under  100, 

143 

1.59 

•     1 

132 

1.30 

• 

137 

1.75 

■ 

Under  100, 

• 

• 

99.95 

• 

• 

99.93 

• 

• 

99.95 

100  and  over. 

5 
1K)08 

.05 

• 
1 

/ 

10,170 

.07 

• 

4 
7823 

.05 

. 

Stated, 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

Not  Slated,  • 

5:36 
9544 

• 

• 

514 

• 

• 

564 

8387 

• 

• 

Total,      • 

1 

• 

• 

10,684 

• 

• 

• 

« 

The  Approximate  Aggrcgratc  of  9008  Afi^es,  includinj^  179  stillborn,  in  1842,  was 
293,398il  years,  and  tlie  Afr^rcjrate  Averanre  A(!e,  32.57  years. 

Do.  of  10,170  A(^es,  including  226  stillborn,  in  1843,  310,895  years,  and  the  Ag^ 
prepite  Averagre  Age,  30.56  years. 

Da  of  7823  Ages,  including  49  stillborn,  in  1844,  262,2991  years,  and  the  Ag- 
gregate Average  Age,  33.80  years. 

Total  of  27,001  Ages  for  the  three  years,  including  454  etillborn,  867,093  yean, 
giving  tho  Average  Age  of  32.11  years. 


DEATHS-COMPARATIVE  VIEW. 


5.>— CouPAKATiTS  TiEw  of  the  Approximate  Ages  in  different 
Cotmtries. 


iaansoiTK  for  3  ihe. 

The 

PRQPOBT 

Og  I'D   1, 

000,000  Deitus,  y/ks 

1 

MASSACHUSETTS 

ENGLAND 

prls"n^htates 

1 

From  184 

Sloie44. 

From  1S3B  lo  IStl. 

From  1B20  lo  1834. 

Miles, 

12,794 

447,108 

{938459 

508,483 

515,7851       ■ 

remalM,         ■ 

14,060 

4y],a'il 

491,51? 

484,215       ■ 

Not  atated,     ■ 

1,761 

(11,.'H1 

61,541 

■ 

1       . 

Total, 

26,615 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,0001       ■ 

Btmbom, 

454 

1C,814 

■ 

■ 

47,106       ■ 

Id  the  lal  yr. 

3,980 

147,10-^ 

216,112 

2;j7,635 

Under  1  year. 

4,434 

164,216 

210,112 

284,741 

I  &  under  a, 

2,061 

76.331 

82,281 

Under  2, 

240,547 

298,393 

9  &  under  5, 

2,349 

86,997 

98,431 

160,132 

Under  5, 

327,544 

396,824 

444,873 

5  Sl  under  10, 

1,317 

48,776 

50,754 

49,915 

Under  10, 

■ 

376,320 

447,578 

494,788 

10  &,  under  20. 

1,713 

63,442 

61,795 

42,700 

Under  20, 

439,762 

509,373 

537,548 

30  Sunder  30, 

3,063 

113,440 

77,692 

52,364 

. ' 

Under  30, 

553,202 

■ 

587,065 

589,912 

80  bonder  40, 

2,310 

85,553 

66,292 

53,842 

Under  40, 

638,755 

653,357 

1   643,7.^1 

40  &,  under  50. 

1,844 

68,294 

61.490 

62,886!       - 

Under  50, 

707,049 

■ 

714,853 

1   706,64U 

SO  &  undergo, 

I;586 

58,739 

61,838 

77,627       • 

Under  60, 

765,768 

776,691 

7e4,2l'7 

eO  A.  under  70, 

1,!K17 

70,624 

79,793 

97,415 

Under  70, 

■ 

836,413 

856,484 

881,683 

?0&.  undergo, 

2,314 

65,701 

■ 

84,771 

60,276 

Under  80, 

922,113 

■ 

941,255 

961,958 

60  A;  under  90, 

1,075 

62,035 

49,957 

33,172 

Under  90, 

• 

984,148 

991,212 

995,130 

MAund.  100, 

412 

15,259 

8,465 

4,870 

Under  100, 

999,407 

999,677 

100  and  over. 

16 

S93 

323 

Stated, 

27,001 

1.000,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

Not  Btated, 

1,614 

Tot»l, 

28,615 

In  Eogluid  the  Stillborn  are  excluded ;  and  in  the  Pnusian  States,  the  nnmber 
Bgaioat  "90  and  under  00,"  includes  those  "wno  died  aftir  coh- 
PLETIHS  THE  90tk  YEAR."  TliB  number  of  DealJiB  registered  in  England 
in  the  4  years  was  ,372,686,  of  whom  697.988  tafire  mates,  and  674,698 
females  anil  the  coniparison  in  Ihe  above  Tnblo  embraces  only  1,369,787, 
the  age  of  2899  rat  being  slated.  The  number  of  Deathi  in  the  15  yean 
in  the  PnUHian  Sutea  was  5,457,209,  including  257,068  "  bom  dead,"  of 
whom  2,814,742  were  malea  and  2,642,467  females. 
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3.  (!■)  Nwnbe)'  and  Ajiproximate  Ages  by  Classes. 


OCCUPATIONS. 


\i\i 


ill. 


Clergymen,  Preftchen, 
Lkwjren,- 
Phfiiciiiw, 
Piofeuon,  Taton, 


Teachers, 
Total, 


Bookaellera, 
Gentlemen, 
Hanuractaren,     - 
Herehants,  Dry  Gooda  Dealers, 
Grocen,  Storekeepen,  Traders, 
Pedlera,  .  -  -  . 


Total, 


Clerks,  Bank  Mesasngets, 

Depot-Master, 

Inspector, 

PoHtmasiers, 

Soldier,    •  -  ■ 

Surveyor  of  Lumber, 

Toll-gatherer, 

Warden  of  the  State  Prison, 

Total, 


Anchonmilh, 

Baliera,    -  -  .  ■ 

Barbera,  -  -  -  ■ 

Baakei-maker, 

BUckamitha, 

Boot  and  Shoe-makers  and  Shoe- 1 

dealers,  -  -  ( 

Brick-layers,  Masons,  Stone-lay- 1 

era,  Stone- maaona. 


Cabinet-makers,   ■            •  - 

Card-makera,       -           .  . 
Carpenters,     Houae   Carpenton,  1 

HoiiBcwrijhls,  Joiners,  j 
Caulker  and  Graier, 

Chair-malier,         .            .  ■ 
t^^MUMkea,  TobteeomitM, 
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NUMBER  AND  APPROZIHATE  AGES. 


GhASSES—Conthaied. 


OCCUPATIONS. 
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Hmmght,                                   - 
Mailen,   -           ■          -          . 

ter""'  :    ;    : 

Ptmp-mahera, 
ttuoT  itnp-niaber, 

Bul-maken, 

Slip  Carpentera,  Shipwrights,      - 

Btatlere,  HoaUcra,           ! 

Stnne-c  utters, 

Tiilore,    .            -            -           - 

Tillow  Chandlera, 
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5 
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35 

1 
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1 

46 

21 
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4 
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CLASSES— Continued. 


OCCUPATIONS. 
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IS 
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-MiUinere, 
Nurse,    - 

Stnw-bindcrs, 

Waaher-woDoan, 
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1 

4 

1 
1 
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1 

3 

35 

3 
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3.  (2.)  Recafitolition  of  Approximate  Ages,  by  Chtaea. 
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21     17 
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Ift 

12  1    3 
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'2 

3 

•J 
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9  1  12 

3 

3S 
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1 

1078 
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1 
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Table  VI. — Nosological  Tables. 

1. — DISEASES  NosohgicaUy  aiTanged  by  Counties. 


DiSEASSS   or  THE 

Brain  aud  Ner- 
Tous  Ststem. 


Disease  of  the  Brain, 
Inflam*nof  the  Brain, 
Dropsy  in  the  Head,j 
Apoplexy,  • 
Epilepsy,  * 
Lethargy,  - 
Palsy, 
Insanity,    ' 
Fits, 

Lockjaw,   • 
Neuralgia, 
Nervous  Affection, 
Spinal  Disease, 
Spina  bifida, 
Cnorea,      - 


Totals, 


Diseases  or  the  j 
Respiratort 
Organs. 


Asthma, 

Asphyxia, 

Quinsy, 

Croup, 

Bronchitis, 

Inflammation  of  the 

Lungs,  - 
Inflammation  of  the 

Larynx, 
Pleurisy,    • 
Dropsy  of  the  Chest, 
Consumption, 

Totals, 


Diseases  or  the 
Urinart  and  Gen- 
ital Organs. 

Disease  of  the  Kid- 
neys, 

Disease  of  the  Blad- 
der, 

Diabetes,  * 

Gisvel, 

Stnngurjy 

CUorasky 
CMdbed.  • 
Xhmimimmmm 
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DISEASES  Nosologieallif  arranged  by  Cotmiies— Continued. 


Diseases  or  the 
OaaAifs  or  Diges- 
tion. 
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• 

jri  H 
1  M  M 

• 

3 

1 

Inflamnnation  of  th< 

Bovrels, 

Throat, 

Stomach,     ' 

Liver, 

Peritoneum,  * 
Bowel  Complaint,  ' 
Colic, 

Stoppage,  • 
Hemja, 
Teething,  • 
Canker, 
Worms, 
Jaundice,  - 
Dyspepsia, 
liver  Complaint,    * 

• 

• 
• 

2 

1 

• 

1 
• 
2 

• 
• 

1     • 
1     . 

j     • 
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1    8 
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• 
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• 
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1 

• 
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5 

• 

• 

1 
29 

• 

6 
2 

38 

t 

1 
7 
41 
4 

9 

• 

8 
7 
9 

15     11 

•  :     • 
2  .    2 
2 

2       1 
20       2 

4  4 

5  • 
5       • 
5       • 
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2       1 
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8       1 

1 
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• 

1 

1 
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• 
• 
• 

98 
1 

16 

4 

6 

141 

15 

18 

19 

99 

4 

7 

6 

97 

Totals, 
Diseases  or  the 

OaOA.fS    OF    CiRCC- 
I.ATI05. 

Anemia,    * 
Aneurium,  - 
Angina  Pectoris,    - 
Disowe  of  Heart,  - 
Ossification  of  Arte- 
ries, 
mmorrhage, 
Dropsy  of  Heart,    * 

Totals, 

^EMIC,  Eftdemic 
a2id  coktagiols 
Diseases. 

Chicken  Pox, 
Small  Poz, 
Bctriet  Fever, 
Meules,    ■ 
Hooping  Cough,     • 
IKftirhcna,  • 

leilow  Fever, 
Cholera  Morbus,     • 
Cholera  Infantum,  * 
iBflQena,  • 

77 

1 

• 

16 

• 

4 
5 

26 

1 

1 

• 

• 

,  69 

'    2 
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4 

27 
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3 
24 
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• 
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1 
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• 
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3 

4 
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• 
• 

3 

11 

4 
4 

3 
1 
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4 

9 

1 

110 

1 
93 
98 

164 

• 

11 

330 

34 

63 

33 

190 

9 

29 

90 

68 

■ew, 

Puerperal, 

Bilious, 

TyphuE,      • 
oynpdu, 

4 

• 

1 
1 

• 

90 

40 

5 

2 

28 

12 
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82     53 
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•       4 

64     92 

14     25 
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- 
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DISEASES  . 

Nosciogically  ( 

arranged  by 

Counties —  Continued. 

DisxASEs  or 
UvcERTAiif  Seat. 
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Dropsy, 
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Cancer, 

Purpura, 

Rash, 

Ulcer, 

Mortificatio 

Rheumatiss 

Scrofula, 

Hip  Diseasi 

Tumor, 

Ma]formatr< 

Malpractice 

Casualty,    ' 

Fracture,    • 

Violence,   • 

Murder, 

Drowned,  • 

Burns  and  t 

Frozen, 

Poisoned,   ' 

Suicide, 
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Lupus, 

Gout, 
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Intemperant 

Old  Afire,   • 

Unknown,  ' 

n, 

)n,         • 

Scalds,  * 
matodes, 

ce. 

i  51 

!2( 

1 

1        i 

1      .1 

'    1.' 

1 

i 
i 

3^ 

1    ^ 

!      * 
I       ' 

8.' 

i: 

Ti 
12( 

t 

[ 

1 

14 

1 

27 

G 

15 

17 

• 

• 

2 
8 
5 
7 

• 

1 
2 

• 

18 

• 
• 

1 
7 
4 

1 

• 

14 

1 

• 

1 

• 

• 

115 

• 

3 

9 
118 
108 

505 

2 

2 

12 

4 
3 

• 

• 
■ 

2 

1 
G 

• 
• 

• 
• 

C 

• 

• 

1 

2 

• 

■ 
1 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

23 

• 

2 
36 

95 

■ 

a 

8      ( 
2 
2       ^ 

13       5 

■ 

21 
1 

• 
i 

'   !     ' 
1 

7i  ( 
•  •'   ] 

1 

1     • 

•                 < 

1 ;  • 
•1  • 

2 

70  1  51 

• 

!      ^ 

■ 

56  i  3^ 
135     K 

1 

1 

• 

4 

• 
4 

• 

1 

1 

• 

• 

17 

1 
3 

12 
9 

30 

9 

164 

25 

48 
95 

a 

1 

7 

35 

14 

27 

1 

5 

4 

1 

1 

87 

3 

3 

88 

33 

1 

6 

33 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

665 

49 

37 

40 

633 

1164 

ToUls, 

■ 

21 

46^ 

) 

202 

22G 

206 

134 

304  • 

174 

I 

53 

3314 

NOSOLOGICAL  TABLES. 


3.— K  K  0  A  P  IT  i:  L  A  T  1  O  .\ . 


, 

~~:" 

■ — 



U      : 

• 

^iT" 

— 

bi   1        i    " 

ti 

B 

-« 

S 

3 

J 

V  0 

B 

Diseases. 

M  ;  W.I  a 

i 

1: 

Z 

1 

5 

i 

& 

1 

Brain  and  Nerree,  ■ 

1      , 

8|  13a   147 

147 

33 

23 

3r 

a, 

32 

15 

2? 

29 

11 

ess 

Respiratory  Organs, 

25 

404'  489 

377 

127 

Gs' 

89 

84 

140 

108 

115 

115 

44 

3188 

DrinsTy  and  Geoilal 

. 

1 

J 

Organs,  - 

e    13 

11 

5 

2 

10 

a 

3 

4 

s 

2 

S 

67 

Digestive  OrgBM,  - 

6 

74    112 

77 

2:3 

5 

13 

« 

1!1 

IB 

35 

25 

4 

420 
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89 

DC 

79 
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58 

39 
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CocerUin  Seat, 

21 
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202 

220 

QOG 

134 

252 

Q89 

304 

174 

S3 

3314 

Grand  Total,   ■ 
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1307 

15781469 
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435 
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557 
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Secretary's  Office  ;  December,  1845. 

To  the  Honorable  Senaie 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  Report  of  proceedings 
had,  during  the  present  political  year,  under  the  Act  of  1844 
(Chapter  159),  '^  relating  to  the  Registry  and  Returns  of  Births, 
Marriages  and  Deaths." 

In  the  last  week  of  April,  I  forwarded  blanks  to  the  town 
clerks  for  the  Returns  required  by  law.  I  also  addressed  to  them 
the  following  letter : — 

"  Sir  ; 

''  The  duty  of  town  clerks  and  others,  in  respect  to  the  '  Regis- 
try and  Returns  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,'  is  prescribed 
in  the  Act  of  1844,  Chap.  159,  of  which  there  is  a  copy  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Register  forwarded  to  you  from  this  office  last 
year.     No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  law. 

''  Your  return  to  this  department,  due  in  the  course  of  the  month 
of  June  next,  is  to  include  all  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths, 
'  which  have  happened  during  the  year  next  preceding  the  first 
day  of  May^  1845,  within  your  town.  These  events  should  in 
no  case  be  embraced  in  your  Return  to  this  office,  unless  they  oc- 
cur wiihin  yotir  town  limits^  though,  if  you  see  fit  also  to  enter  in 
your  Register  the  Marriages,  &c.  of  your  citizens,  when  they 
take  place  out  of  town,  there  is  no  objection. 

''  In  the  Registers^  as  I  informed  you  last  year,  there  are  some 
colunms  prepared  to  receive  entries,  which  it  is  optional  with  the 
town  clerks  to  make  or  omit ;  for  instance,  the  columns  headed 
informant^  and  place  of  interment  But  the  blanks  now  sent  are 
prepared  for  no  other  entries  except  those  required  by  law  to  be 
returned.  The  column  in  the  Register  headed  place  of  birth  will, 
by  clerks  of  large  towns,  be  found  convenient  for  entering  the 
streets^  or  parts  of  the  townj  in  which  Births  respectively  took 
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place.  But  the  Returji  is  to  give  no  other  place  of  birth  but  the 
^of/7n,  and  this  is  to  be  entered  in  the  blank  space  of  the  line  run- 
ning across  the  top  of  the  Return. 

*'  Be  pleased  to  write  out  in  words ^  at  the  head  of  the  blanks,  the 
whole  number  of  Births,  &c.,  which  have  taken  place  during  the 
year,  instead  of  expressing  the  number  in  figures.  They  are 
also  to  be  numbered  consecutively,  1,  2,  3,  &c.,  in  the  left  hand 
column,  in  tiie  order  in  which  they  stand  entered  in  your 
Register. 

'^  The  purport  of  the  law  in  requiring  a  statement  of  tlie  condition 
of  persons  deceased,  &c.,  has  been  misconceived  by  some  town 
ofncers.  It  is  explained  in  the  first  section  of  tlie  Act  to  relate  to 
the  state  of  the  parties  as  married  or  single. 

'^  Each  entry  of  a  Birth  or  Death  will  occupy  only  one  line  of 
the  blank  return.  Two  lines  will  be  requisite  for  each  entry  of  a 
Marriage,  one  containing  the  name  of  the  groom,  the  other  of  the 
bride. 

'^  The  clerks  of  large  towns  will  receive  herewith  ruled  sheets, 
which,  when  attached  to  the  printed  blank,  are  thought  to  be 
about  sufficient  to  contain  their  record.  If  not,  it  may  be  easily 
extended  by  the  addition  of  paper  ruled  to  conform.  I  forward 
two  sets  of  blank  returns  for  Births ^  one  for  the  Return  of  the 
School  Committee  to  you,  the  other  for  your  return  to  this  office. 

**Some  town  officers  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  duty  of 
ascertaining  the  number  of  Births  in  each  town  during  the  year 
preceding  the  first  of  May,  now  imposed  by  the  second  section  of 
the  Act  on  School  Committees,  might  be  more  conveniently  dis- 
charged by  the  Assessors,  who  make  their  circuit  in  that  month. 
You  will  perceive  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  making  that  ar- 
rangement in  any  town  in  which  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  two 
boards.  The  law  expressly  assigns  the  duty,  and  allows  the 
compensation,  ''  to  the  School  Committee,  or  other  persons  autho- 
rized  by  them  ;^^  dLtid  the  Assessors  maybe  so  authorized  when- 
ever the  parties  consent. 

'^  The  chief  practical  inconvenience  experienced  in  the  operation 
of  the  law  is  believed  to  have  been  in  relation  to  certain  particu- 
lars required  in  the  Returns  of  clergymen,  and  other  persons 
solemnizing  Marriages.  Allow  me  to  suggest  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  town  clerks  to  obviate  this  difficulty  by  making  inquiry 
respecting  these  particulars  when  they  receive  an  application  to 
pabliah  an  intention  of  Marriagei  and  then  entering  tiiem  in  die 
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• 

certificate  of  publishment  The  certificate  being  handed  to  the 
clergyman  or  justice  (as  the  law  requires)  as  his  authority  to 
unite  the  parties,  will,  with  these  additions,  save  the  necessity  of 
making  the  inquiries  at  an  unsuitable  time.  After  solemnizing 
the  Marriage,  the  clergyman  or  justice  can,  of  his  own  know- 
ledge, fill  out  a  certificate,  beneath  that  of  the  town  clerk,  em- 
bracing all  the  further  particulars  required  by  law ;  and  by  merely 
enclosing  these  to  the  town  clerk,  the  record  becomes  complete. 
The  following  is  the  form  1  propose. 


Town  of  Litchfield. 

An  intention  of  marriage  between  Mr.  John  Tolman^  of  Hap^nirgj  Mass,, 
a  carpenter  by  occupation,  aged  tuferUy-eighi,  a  widower,  son  of  Jesse  and  lAicy 
Tolman,  and  Miss  Scurah  Beverly,  of  LUckfield,  Mass,,  aged  tweniy-ikru, 
daughter  of  Stephtn  and  Eliza  Williams  Beverly,  bath  been  entered  with  me 
for  the  space  of  fourteen  days,  and  due  publication  thereof  made  as  the  law 
directs. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  this  twenty-first  day  of 
May,  1845. 

JosxrH  BuiXTSB,  Town  Clark, 

The  clergyman  or  other  person  •olemnizing  ihe  Marriage  of  the  above  described  par- 
ties is  requested  to  fill  out  the  following  certificate,  and  enclose  both  certificates  "  To 
the  Town  Clerk  of"  the  town  wUhin  which  the  Marriage  takes  place. 


On  the  twenty-second  day  of  May,  1845,  the  above  described  parties  were 
united  in  marriage  at  lAtchfield,  by  me,  Joseph  Bandon,  a  der^yman,  residing 
in  Stockton,  Mass, 


'^  I  send  you  herewith  a  specimen  of  blank  certificates  upon  this 
plan.  Should  you  be  disposed  to  use  them,  such  further  supply 
as  you  may  desire  will  be  delivered  at  this  office  to  your  order. 

'' Blanks  of  the  following  tenor,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  sex- 
tons, &c.,  for  the  Returns  required  in  the  fourth  section  of  the 
Act,  will  also  be  furnished  to  you  at  this  office,  if,  in  your  opin- 
ion, they  would  be  found  convenient. 


I  certify  that,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  1845, 1  attended  at  the  funeral 
of  George  Stcuxy,  who,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe,  was  a  single  man,  a 
tkiptmight  by  occupation,  aged  forty  years,  six  months,  and  three  days,  son  of 
Robert  and  Caroline  Staeey,  born  in  Mbany,  Aetr  York,  and  died  in  Capua, 
Mass,,  of  typhus  fewT,  on  the  iitfenfy-ftzift  day  of  June,  1845. 

Bbujamih  Munsoir,  Sextan. 


^  Tnistiiig  that  the  Registration  Returns  of  this  year  will  pnm  I 
tc  faATE  a  fulness  and  accuracy  such  as  to  answer  the  expeetir  I 
vrjQs  of  the  Legislature  in  establishing  the  system, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  dec" 

The  number  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths  returned  fiom 
t:~.e  seTeraJ  towns  is  in  the  first  place  given  in  full  in  the  folknr- 
i..z  pages,  with  the  population  of  the  towns  according  to  the  ceor 
SIS  of  1S40  (pp.  1 — 10).  The  returns  of  the  three  preceding 
y  fors  since  the  adoption  of  the  Registration  system,  exhibited  in 
c  rrespoadixig  columns,  show  by  comparison  the  progress  of  inr 
tr^rest  m  the  object  during  the  four  years.  The  number  of  Birthi 
r:nimed  in  the  Commonwealth  in  1S45,  was  greater  than  in  any 
farmer  year.  (See  Recapitulation  by  Counties,  p.  11.)  Those  of 
3l3xriages  and  Deaths  were  not  so  large  as  in  1S42  and  1843^  be- 
fore the  law  required  so  many  particulars  to  be  returned.  Bat, 
ca  the  other  hand,  they  were  in  both  cases  larger  than  those  d 
1*^44.  indicating  that  the  new  system  is  getting  into  faTor. 

Fifteen  towns  made  no  retunis  whatever.  Tiz.  Boston,  in  Suffolk 
County :  Beverly,  in  Essex:  Littleton  and  Tewksbury,  in  Middle- 
sex :  Ekiuglas,  iu  Worcester :  Prescott.  in  Hampshire ;  Russell,  it 
Hampden :  Conway,  iu  Franklin :  Cheshire.  Mount  Washington, 
and  Tyringham.  iu  Berkshire:  WaIpole«  iu  Norfolk:  Hanson  and 
Middleborough  iu  Plymouth :  and  Dennis,  in  Barnstable.  Ips- 
T.-;ch.  in  Essex :  Ashby.  iu  Middlesex :  Worcester,  Upton,  and 
Westborough.  iu  Worcester ;  Chesterfield,  in  Hampshire ;  Hoi- 
la::d.  in  Hampden :  Montague  and  Northfield.  in  Franklin ;  San- 
d.sneld  and  Great  Barriiigton.  iu  Berkshire:  and  Duxbnryand 
Abington.  in  Plymouth  (thirteen  towns),  returned  no  Births. 
West  Cambridge,  in  Middlesex:  Tpion.  iu  Worcester:  Chester,  ia 
Hampden :  Heath  and  Munroe.  in  Franklin :  Dalton,  Hancock, 
asd  Clarksburg,  in  Berkshire:  and  Rehoboth.  in  Bristol  (nine 
i«-wns).  returned  no  Marriages.  Dracut  and  West  Cambridge,  ia 
>l:ddlesex:  Blackstone,  Westborougii.  and  Winchendon,  in  Wor- 
cester :  Palmer,  in  Hampden :  Greenfield  and  Northfield,  ia 
Fraxikiin :  Clarksburg  and  Great  Barriagton.  in  Berkshire ;  Roz- 
Inry.  in  Norfolk:  Dartmouth  and  Pawtucket,  in  Bristol'  and 
Abington,  iu  Pijrmouth  (fourteen  towns),  returned  no  Deaths. 
The  return  fiom  Rochester,  in  Plymouth,  was  made  too  hie  to 
bs  incorporated  in  the  tables.  It  represents  124  Bbtfaa,  and  11 
MarriaceiL  to  have  taken  place  durinig  the  Re^[iatimtiQii  year. 
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The  population  in  1840  was  3,875.  The  absence  of  any  return 
from  the  city  of  Boston  is  particularly  to  be  regretted,  not  only 
because  it  contains  a  seventh  or  eighth  part  of  the  population  of 
the  Commonwealth,  but  because  the  peculiarity  of  the  position 
and  occupations  of  its  citizens  is  connected  with  questions  of  spe- 
cial importance  in  relation  to  vital  statistics. 

In  the  Returns  of  the  respective  towns  there  is  a  great  differ- 
ence in  respect  to  fulness  and  accuracy,  not  only  in  the  statement 
of  numbers,  but  also  of  the  various  other  particulars  required  by 
law.  The  whole  number  of  births  aud  deaths  returned  probably 
does  not  very  much  exceed  one  half  of  what  actually  took  place 
in  the  Commonwealth.  That  of  marriages  is  probably  about 
three  quarters.  The  reasons  of  the  great  imperfection  in  many 
of  the  Returns  are  suggested  in  the  very  judicious  communica- 
tions of  the  town  clerks,  large  extracts  from  which  are  collected 
in  the  body  of  Notes  appended  to  the  Synopsis  of  Returns  (pp. 
13—34). 

Many  of  the  Returns  are  made  up  to  June  1,  instead  of  May 
Isi,  1845.  All  entries  of  this  kiud  are  omitted  in  the  following 
Synopsis  and  Tables,  and  should  be  inserted  in  the  Returns  of 
next  year.  The  following  extract  from  my  letter  of  April  16, 
1844,  to  the  town  clerks  will  show  the  true  construction  of  the 
law  upon  that  subject : — 

''  The  first  section  directs  the  clerks  to  transmit,  in  June,  a 
record  '  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  which  have  occurred 
within  their  respective  towns  during  the  year  next  preceding  the 
first  day  of  said  month,^  while  the  second  section  directs  the 
school  committees  annually  to  make  returns  in  May,  of  '  all  the 
births  which  have  happened  during  the  year  next  preceding  the 
first  day  of  said  May  J  The  latter  provision  is  so  express  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  of  what  was  intended  in  respect  to  births ;  and 
it  was  evidently  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  that  the  regis- 
tration year  should  have  the  same  limits  for  marriages  and  deaths 
as  for  births.  Further ;  the  law,  when  it  directs  the  Clerks  to 
make  their  returns  to  the  Secretary  in  June,  leaves  them  at  lib- 
erty to  make  it  in  the  first  days  of  that  month,  at  which  time  the 
latest  returns  of  marriages  and  deaths  in  their  possession  will  be 
of  such  as  took  place  in  April.  Accordingly,  your  annual  return 
to  this  office  will  include  births,  marriages  and  deaths  happening 
in  the  '  year  next  preceding  the  first  day  of  May?  " 

B 


The  Returns  exhibit  many  births,  and  some  marriages,  which 
occurred  in  previous  years.  Such  entries  are  of  course  passed 
oyer  in  the  Synopsis  and  Tables.  The  town  clerks  have  fre- 
quently entered  the  deaths  of  inhabitants  of  the  town,  dying  in 
some  other  place.  In  disposing  of  such  cases,  the  rule  adopted 
in  the  following  pages  has  been  to  include  cases  of  death  at  sea 
or  in  a  foreign  port,  but  to  omit  all  others,  as  being  subjects  of 
Registration  in  other  parts  of  this  country.  When  a  town  clerk 
has  returned  the  death  of  an  inhabitant  of  his  town,  as  taking 
place  in  some  other  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  entry  has 
been  tra'nsferred  to  the  town  in  which  the  death  took  place. 

In  the  arrangement  of  the  Tables,  a  thing  to  be  perfected  by 
degrees,  I  persuade  myself  that  a  considerable  improvement  has 
been  made  on  the  plan  of  preceding  years. 

Table  I  relates  to  Births,  and  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The 
first  part  (p.  36)  exhibits  the  number  of  male  and  female  child- 
ren, and  of  those  whose  sex  is  not  reported,  born  respectively  in 
the  several  months  and  in  the  several  counties.  The  labor  of 
making  this  abstract  for  each  of  the  iowns^  as  was  done  last  year 
(Third  Registration  Report,  pp.  1 — 18,)  was  thought  not  to  be 
compensated  by  any  advantage  resulting  from  so  minute  a  speci- 
fication. The  second  part  (p.  36)  exhibits  the  cases  of  more 
than  one  child  at  a  birth,  arranged  under  the  heads  of  months, 
counties,  and  sex.  It  corresponds  to  the  table  on  p.  21,  of  the 
last  year's  Report,  with  the  additional  item  of  the  sex  of  children 
born  in  plurality  cases  in  the  respective  months. 

Table  II,  also  in  two  parts,  relates  to  Marriages.  The  first 
part  (p.  37)  exhibits  a  view  of  the  number  of  marriages  which 
in  each  month  were  solemnized  in  each  county  of  the  Common- 
wealth. The  second  part  (pp.  38 — 40),  in  a  very  ingenious  form 
of  entry  adopted  from  the  Belgian  abstract  of  M.  Quetelet, 
presents  at  one  view  the  facts  important  to  be  observed  in 
Statistical  Tables  in  relation  to  the  age  and  condition  of  parties 
to  the  marriage  tie.  For  the  same  reason  as  that  given  above 
in  respect  to  Births,  it  was  thought  inexpedient,  at  the  cost  of 
so  much  space  and  labor  as  would  have  been  required,  to  spe- 
cify these  particulars  under  the  heads  of  the  respective  lotMw. 
Table  II  corresponds  to  the  table  in  three  parts,  which  occupies 
pp.  23 — 41  of  last  year's  Report.  The  subject  of  age  at  the  time 
of  marriage,  presented  in  the  third  part  of  the  table  relating  to 
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Marriages  in  that  Report  (p.  41),  vill  be  found  more  fully  treated 
in  the  Appendix  to  the  present  Report,  (p.  75  et  seq.) 

Tables  III,  lY,  and  Y,  exhibit  an  abstract  of  the  facts  obtained 
from  the  town  Returns  of  Deaths. 

Table  III,  in  four  parts,  relates  to  the  Causes  of  Death.  In 
the  first  part  (pp.  41—48),  against  the  names  of  the  respective 
diseases  alphabetically  arranged,  is  recorded  the  number  of  persons 
who  died  of  the  same  during  the  year,  with  a  specification  of  the 
sex,  proximate  age,  month  of  decease,  and  place  of  birth,  so  far 
as  to  distinguish  between  natives  of  the  American  town  where 
they  died,  other  Americans,  and  foreigners.  The  second  part 
(pp.  49 — 64),  against  the  names  of  the  diseases,  scientifically  ar- 
ranged, presents  the  number  of  deaths  therefrom  in  the  several 
counties.  These  two  parts  cover  the  same  ground  as  Tables  III 
and  YI,  and  the  first  three  parts  of  Table  lY,  of  last  year's  Report 
(pp.  42—77,  98 — 110).  The  specification  of  deaths  in  the  several 
towns,  and  of  the  sex  of  persons  deceased  in  each  several  month, 
has  been  omitted  this  year  in  the  tables  relating  to  Deaths  for  the 
same  reason  as  that  given  above  in  respect  to  Births  and  Mar- 
riages. The  subject  of  the  average  age  at  death,  presented  in 
Table  lY,  part  3,  of  last  year's  Report  (p.  77),  will  be  found 
much  more  fully  treated  in  the  Appendix  to  the  present  Report, 
(p.  88  et  seq).  And  the  same  is  true  of  the  proportion  of  deaths 
at  difierent  periods  of  life,  and  in  different  counties,  exhibited  in 
the  fourth  and  fifth  parts  of  Table  lY,  of  last  year's  Report  (pp. 
78,  79).  On  the  other  hand,  the  particulars  relating  to  the  native 
place  of  deceased  persons,  (p.  41  et  seq.,)  are  now  for  the  first 
time  introduced. 

The  third  part  of  Table  III  (pp.  66 — 68)  presents  a  synopsis 
of  the  number  of  deaths  from  each  disease,  or  other  cause,  which 
took  place  according  to  the  Returns,  in  1846  and  the  three  pre- 
ceding years  respectively.  The  proportion  of  the  number  of  each 
class  in  each  year  to  the  number  10,000  is  carried  out  in  four 
other  columns,  affording  the  means  of  a  perfect  comparison  of 
the  proportional  mortality  from  different  causes,  so  far  as  the  Re- 
turns furnish  the  requisite  materials.  The  fourth  part  of  the 
same  table  (p.  69),  under  the  heads  of  the  respective  counties, 
exhibits  the  returns  of  still-born  children,  with  a  specification  of 
the  sex« 

Table  lY  (pp.  60—63),  designed  to  illustrate  the  influence  of 
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occupation  on  longevity,  exhibits  the  number  and  average  age 
at  the  time  of  death,  of  persons  engaged  respectively  in  the  dif- 
ferent employments  of  life,  as  shown  by  the  Returns  of  1846  and 
the  three  preceding  years.  This  table  corresponds  to  Table  V,  of 
last  year's  Report.  The  comparison  of  the  Returns  of  four  years 
for  this  purpose  is  an  important  extension  of  the  plan  pursued 
last  year.  On  the  other  hand,  the  distinction  then  made  of 
deaths  from  the  various  causes,  as  reported  from  the  respective 
counties,  was  thought  not  to  be  sufficiently  useful  to  be  repeated 
at  present. 

Table  V  (p.  64),  designed  to  furnish  some  illustration  of  the 

influence  of  domestic  condition  on  longevity,   exhibits  against 

each  county,  an  abstract  of  the  Returns  of  the  number,  sex,  and 

age  of  persons  deceased  in  the  last  Registration  year,  under  the 

'  divisions  of  single,  married,  and  widowed. 

For  various  interesting  views  of  the  importance  of  the  Registra- 
tion system,  together  with  some  general  inferences  from  the  recent 
Returns,  and  comparisons  of  the  facts  hitherto  collected  in  Mas- 
sachusetts with  similar  data  obtained  from  the  documents  of 
other  countries,  I  refer  to  the  letter,  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Re- 
port, from  Mr.  Lemuel  Shattuck,  of  whose  intelligent  and  expe- 
rienced aid  I  have  availed  myself  in  the  preparation  of  the  tables. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JOHN  G.  PALFREY,  Secretary. 
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BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AHD  DEATHS, 

Returned  to  the  Secretary's  Office,  for  the  four  years,  endmg^  Aprit  30lA, 
1842,  1843,  1844,  and  1845. 
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29 
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11 

22 

48 

50 

8 

29 

11 

11 

11 

43 

16 

35 
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35 
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19 
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72 
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mi 
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5 

35 

18 

10 

12 
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8 
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"? 
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49 

20 

45 

55 

10 

7 

8 

14 

43 

26 

34 

M 
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45 

13 
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38 
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51 

50 

39 
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ee 

89 
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36 
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15 
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52 

52 
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55 

82 

83 
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131 
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22 

13 

16 

16 

9 

8 

4 

16 

16 

18 

18 
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37 

2 

78 

74 
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45 

64 
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29 

74 
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6 

6 
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43 

39 
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65 
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46 

28 

24 

23 
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29 

28 

26 

49 
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6.17 

SI 

13 

18 

17 

6 

3 

3 

5 

13 
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11 
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49 
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17 

9 
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55 
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61 
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23 
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52 

56 

54 
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16 

11 

32 

19 

4 

11 

6 

7 

16 

15 

SO 
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11 

SI 

20 

17 

Billerica, 

1,632 

1 

4 

44 

54 

is 

6 

10 

18 

31 

25 

Si 

17 

Boxborough,    , 

426 

10 

10 

13 

9 

7 

9 

3 

3 

4 

5 

5 

S 

Brighton, 

l,4'i5 

9 

5 

66 

60 

7 

7 

5 

8 

14 

18 

17 

« 

510 

10 

8 

lb 

1 

4 

3 

3 

7 

12 

g 

4 

Csmbridgo,     . 

8,409 

e 

19 

364 

354 

39 

&i 

80 

74 

91 

154 

139 

110 

Carlisle, 

556 

1 

7 

10 

11 

a 

1 

6 

4 

9 

5 

8 

9 

ChaTlMtoirnftnd      } 

11,484 

6 

20 

321 

387 

104 

107 

97 

142 

161 

200 

192 

998 

Somerville,  .         .  S 

2 

55 

2 

6 

3 

18 

8 

8 

Chelmsford,     . 

1,697 

17 

18 

56 

50 

20 

9 

11 

13 

28 

3 

3 

13 

Concord,          .        . 

1,784 

6 

6 

39 

44 

13 

6 

9 

17 

44 

26 

23 

97 

Sracnt,  . 

2,168 

1 

5 

74 

71 

14 

8 

12 

15 

3 

18 

a 

Dnnrtable,       . 

603 

5 

7 

11 

6 

1 

3 

6 

9 

io 

Paminghtm,  . 

3,030 

12 

91 

78 

20 

24 

32 

ir 

SO 

14 

Groton,  . 

Sl,139 

45 

59 

57 

5.4 

17 

19 

13 

15 

42 

a 

44 

SO 

Holliiton, 

],78-3 

78 

63 

56 

4 

15 

13 

13 

14 

45 

40 

U 

38 

Hopkimon, 

2.245 

52 

63 

65 

32 

12 

28 

55 

11 

41 

isr  :    : 

1,642 

18 

J 

36 

30 

19 

ii 

4 

12 

19 

9 

18 

fi86 

15 

g 

4 

5 

2 

1 

6 

5 

13 

> 

4 

LitUOon,         .         . 

927 

9 

la 

4 

13 

7 

6 

11 

10 

'9 

Low.ll,  . 

30,796 

20 

7 

508 

604 

366 

363 

307 

397 

421 

43y 

348 

309 

H.)den. 

2.514 

8 

3Q 

85 

8t 

22 

4 

21 

14 

19 

18 

37 

47 

Alttiborouffiij  ■         ■ 

2,10 

65 

61 

52 

5;) 

27 

SO 

90 

28 

28 

25 

SO 

25 

Uedford, 

2,478 

lOi 

m 

57 

78 

14 

25 

34 

3.1 

29 

27 

44 

36 

N«Uck, 

1.283 

h 

3 

45 

51 

8 

10 

15 

15 

lb 

25 

20 

31 

Newton, 

3.351 

4 

a 

a 

4 

17 

23 

8 

20 

22 

3-i 

30 

90 

Pepperell, 

1,571 

29 

2 

29 

38 

14 

ir 

l.-i 

n 

18 

18 

at 

20 

Reading, 

2,1!K 

1 

53 

69 

00 

19 

21 

15 

iij 

3f 

47 

34 

Sherburne, 

995 

22 

27 

19 

J7 

2 

10 

10 

8 

17 

22 

14 

9 

Shirley,  . 

S57 

If 

le 

29 

38 

n 

10 

7 

8 

4 

13 

17 

IS 

South  Rending, 

1.517 

:)0 

60 

30 

41 

25 

13 

n 

27 

23 

23 

44 

99 

Stonehim, 

1,017 

33 

e 

2fi 

34 

12 

7 

15 

8 

13 

11 

6 

91 

Stow,      . 

i;23C 

a 

48 

2 

12 

5 

10 

1 

18 

8 

BudbaiT, 

1,432 

26 

IS 

38 

37 

14 

34 

12 

13 

31 

20 

14 

19 

Te-kifiuiT,     -         . 
Tnwnaeod, 

90fl 

4 

7 

4 

7 

2 

9 

10 

a 

1,89Q 

39 

53 

16 

II 

7 

'8 

2;j 

22 

99 

95 

5?rr»';    : 

870 
2,504 

89 
72 

24 
31 

16 
75 

19 
61 

9 
30 

b 
26 

7 
27 

4 
24 

14 
59 

IS 

39 

4a 

9 

35 

Wstertown,     . 

1,B10 

62 

50 

60 

20 

21 

G 

29 

31 

9S 

WsyUnd, 

West  Cnrnbridge,     . 

996 

34 

28 

24 

27 

C 

i3 

2 

16 

id 

IS 

» 

^,UK, 

S5 

37 

41 

11 

19 

2f 

33 

Wcrtford, 

i.43r 

27 

17 

is 

1-^ 

7 

! 

■4 

"e 

21 

29 

ij 

14 

Wettan, 

l,0i)2 

i: 

a 

28 

Irt 

8 

9 

7 

8 

1.^ 

21 

IB 

M 

Wilmington,   . 

859 

33 

15 

15 

10 

12 

fi 

12 

17 

13 

II 

W 

WobBW,            .           . 

S,9U3 

5 

3 

46 

94 

S5 

39 

33 

42 

58 

42 

M 

U 

ToWi^        .        . 

mjm 

"ot 

930 

2814 

3050 

1037 

nm 

94S 

1168 

1549 

1596 

1553 

uos 

ABSTRACT  OF  BIRTHS,  &c  FOR  FOUR  TEARS. 


ABSTBACT  OF  BIRTHS,  HABRIAGBS  AND  DBATB&~C>iiliMMl. 


!k. 

BIRTHS. 

UARRUnCS. 

DEATHS. 

IS  10. 

1S4S 

leu. 

IBM. 

1845. 

134a. 

1843. 

1844. 

1845. 

1841 

1843, 

844. 

1915. 

WORCESTER  CO 

1,652 

54 

44 

58 

32 

18 

16 

18 

10 

31 

33 

34 

3S 

Atfaol,     . 

1,HM 

50 

49 

46 

51 

18 

13 

IS 

8 

35 

27 

19 

33 

Auburn, 

640 

10 

3 

13 

33 

4 

6 

4 

6 

9 

8 

7 

5 

B«T«.      . 

2,751 

73 

75 

68 

21 

21 

19 

12 

40 

41 

43 

35 

Berlin,    . 

763 

8 

13 

24 

24 

1 

6 

1 

5 

12 

17 

16 

9 

Bkckatone, 

63 

1 

Bolton,   . 

l,i86 

27 

42 

23 

30 

'4 

ii 

'5 

6 

18 

21 

26 

is 

Bojtaton, 

797 

8 

9 

19 

15 

7 

9 

11 

7 

14 

15 

9 

9 

Brookfield, 

2,472 

55 

62 

19 

8 

9 

53 

sr 

Cbwlton, 

3,117 

'7 

25 

6 

9 

20 

20 

16 

11 

15 

43 

30 

Dana,     . 

ti!)l 

24 

IB 

24 

4 

19 

4 

6 

10 

14 

11 

a;-. 

1,fiI7 

20 

23 

49 

3D 

17 

3 

18 

16 

i4 

],35a 

23 

Si 

41 

5 

6 

io 

13 

39 

19 

Rlchburg, 

?;g 

'7 

88 

7li 

91 

23 

30 

ai 

37 

1 

37 

3 

SB 

Gardner, 

54 

31 

36 

44 

14 

12 

14 

11 

23 

30 

20 

18 

Onfton, 

a,943 

18 

35 

79 

111 

56 

47 

30 

28 

36 

24 

55 

54 

Hardwicb, 

1,78!) 

SO 

50 

33 

14 

19 

6 

18 

23 

25 

19 

30 

HarraM, 

1,571 

30 

20 

27 

33 

13 

13 

8 

13 

22 

21 

25 

31 

Holiten. 

1,874 

61 

46 

70 

15 

17 

16 

35 

27 

25 

43 

36 

1,784 

53 

52 

58 

»! 

13 

27 

14 

17 

20 

24 

41 

28 

3,019 

6 

26 

21 

7 

19 

12 

If. 

17 

24 

39 

49 

17 

Leicaater, 

1,707 

55 

38 

48 

47 

18 

8 

11 

31 

26 

33 

H 

Leominater, 

3,0fi9 

3 

45 

6!) 

64 

20 

14 

17 

11 

38 

40 

49 

as 

LaMnbarg, 

1,372 

1 

9 

24 

1 

1-i 

7 

5 

4 

22 

19 

13 

18 

Hendoo, 

3,534 

47 

4 

129 

3: 

31 

10 

1! 

17 

.30 

38 

21 

4S 

SfUfbrd, 

1,773 

55 

72 

84 

Gl 

15 

26 

19 

43 

17 

37 

4» 

43 

Millbury, 

2,171 

<i 

58 

62 

69 

16 

14 

20 

24 

23 

13 

an 

34 

Now  Braintree, 

753 

21 

6 

17 

10 

7 

5 

3 

6 

13 

6 

10 

9 

North  Brookeeld,      . 

1.483 

40 

2 

55 

44 

15 

13 

13 

14 

29 

33 

29 

14 

Northboroogh, 

1,248 

IS 

9 

2( 

2! 

y 

7 

15 

19 

18 

31 

22 

93 

Northbridge,    . 

1,4  ly 

20 

20 

35 

46 

16 

8 

1: 

13 

1: 

17 

23 

48 

Oakham, 

1,038 

25 

34 

19 

3 

9 

6 

0 

13 

28 

15 

7 

13 

Oxford,  . 

1,743 

19 

19 

39 

53 

14 

17 

12 

16 

22 

31 

33 

31 

PaxloD,  . 

670 

1,1 

5 

20 

24 

G 

9 

10 

5 

12 

13 

IS 

1,775 

2! 

2 

4 

34 

20 

20 

11 

10 

19 

26 

18 

10 

PbilUpatoo, 

919 

13 

23 

IG 

5 

,5 

8 

6 

14 

17 

8 

10 

Princrton, 

lr't47 

41 

4 

37 

44 

12 

5 

11 

11 

21 

17 

&I 

35 

Jlayalaton, 

],6CT 

45 

6 

31 

44 

12 

12 

9 

13 

93 

17 

93 

19 

BullaDdr 

1,360 

33 

27 

35 

30 

8 

11 

10 

7 

31 

15 

31 

IS 

Shr8w«boi7, 

1,4S1 

6 

29 

42 

34 

13 

9 

9 

7 

21 

13 

35 

«8 

1.145 

27 

23 

22 

32 

10 

1 

8 

14 

19 

13 

21 

23 

RoathbridKe, 

2,0^1 

5S 

10 

2!l 

14 

18 

15 

20 

26 

95 

41 

23 

Spencer, 

l,fi04 

ar 

2B 

54 

23 

13 

IP 

28 

35 

23 

Sierlinir, 

l,fi47 

ir 

9 

50 

3p 

14 

17 

9 

18 

'5 

31 

33 

6 

ftiirbrjdge. 

2.005 

£ 

4 

50 

3f 

13 

13 

14 

fi 

43 

3.1 

37 

34 

Salton,   . 

2,.^70 

K 

7 

48 

55 

14 

19 

2; 

2- 

15 

20 

17 

45 

Tetnpleton, 

l,77r 

S 

;  13 

39 

37 

5 

19 

f 

14 

If 

23 

17 

28 

Upton,    . 

l,4fifi 

45 

1    56 

49 

16 

19 

1 

29 

25 

23 

36 

Urtridge, 

2,004 

3 

St 

57 

56 

19 

11 

14 

3 

37 

31 

3.' 

43 

Wun^ 

J, 290 

3J 

35 

41 

3S 

13 

J 

e 

10 

18 

33 

33 
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COOJTIEJ  i»D  TdWKI. 

Pppula- 

BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

IS-IO. 

181! 

1843 

1844. 

1845 

1843 

1B44- 

1845 

1845 

1843 

1844. 

1815. 

Webster, 

J,40n 

9 

31 

50 

57 

la 

t 

II 

6 

~3 

15 

33 

18 

Weat  BoyUtOD, 

I.IM 

25 

a 

37 

33 

la 

i 

11 

16 

23 

18 

16 

29 

i,e58 

30 

41 

16 

2S 

10 

14 

27 

32 

IS 

WeHlmmaler,   . 

1,643 

5 

13 

5 

52 

1: 

14;      6 

13 

13 

30 

30 

Winchendoa,  . 

i;754 

40 

41 

35 

20 

1£ 

6 

14 

28 

25 

Woicester,       . 
ToUls,         .         . 

7,497 

9 

44 

263 

15V 

84 

86 

79 

158 

144 

160 

230 

95,313 

1275 

1543 

Mil 

2116 

9O0 

835 

"^ 

7931287 

1369 

1469 

1^ 

HAMPSHIRE  CO. 

Amherst, 

3,550 

77 

78 

74 

76 

2 

18:    17 

19 

49 

65 

57 

54 

Belcherlown,   . 

2,554 

40 

23 

28 

43 

24 

16 

3f 

37 

36 

1,132 

6 

a 

4 

4 

5 

'n 

12 

16 

IS 

Cuinniinston,  . 

1,237 

ie 

11 

16 

24 

10 

S 

12 

17 

16 

15 

SO 

10 

717 

17 

13 

17 

18 

s 

7 

5 

2 

8 

lb 

19 

13 

Enfield,  . 

976 

35 

29 

13 

17 

8 

e 

7 

7 

7 

15 

12 

13 

Goshen, 

55G 

19 

13 

14 

11 

5 

4 

1 

4 

10 

13 

12 

10 

Graoby, 

97 

7 

11 

16 

16 

3 

a 

6 

9 

20 

26 

10 

16 

Greenwich.      .          . 

824 

11 

20 

18 

15 

7 

9 

5 

3 

11 

10 

13 

16 

Hadler,  . 

1,814 

51 

42 

35 

25 

8 

14 

30 

45 

36 

Hatfield, 

9:tt 

30 

21 

QG 

23 

8 

ie 

4 

3 

9 

11 

19 

14 

Uiddlefleld,      . 

1,717 

80 

15 

20 

35 

4 

c 

10 

3 

11 

10 

16 

13 

Norths  mplon,  . 

3,750 

125 

87 

130   137 

42 

IG 

12 

18 

59 

U4 

59 

54 

Norwich, 

750 

18 

2ti;    J4 

8 

9 

2 

10 

18 

37 

Pelham, 

951 

17 

8 

7     14 

io 

13 

6 

5 

'6 

7 

10 

Plainfiflld,         . 

9\0 

23 

2 

i) 

14 

6 

SI 

14 

- 

13 

Prescolt, 

780 

is 

10 

8 

8 

12 

7 

South  Hsdiey, 

1,458 

24 

40 

49 

44 

14 

15 

ii 

'7 

23 

31 

22 

i9 

1,157 

23 

23 

ai 

25 

8 

1 

9 

n 

15 

18 

28 

13 

Ware.     . 

1,890 

1 

53 

38 

ID 

15 

33 

42 

43 

3S 

WeBlhimplon, 

7.W 

ii 

11 

17 

IS 

4 

3 

4 

2 

13 

14 

13 

9 

1,309 

25 

23 

33     29 

14 

It 

6 

6 

15 

22 

lb 

19 

Totals, 

1,197 

32 

34 

3l|    3G 

7 

10 

5 

8 

25 

30 

23 

15 

30,807 

619 

"^ 

643  653 

239 

256 

ISO 

1^ 

377 

518 

508 

~430 

HAMPDEN  CO. 

Blandford, 

1,437 

a? 

42 

29     20 

22 

17 

7 

2 

25 

26 

23 

17 

Srimfield, 

1,419 

2 

.       16 

11 

6 

8 

16 

30 

3b 

19 

Cheater. 

1,632 

io 

25 

28     34 

10 

19 

6 

15 

14 

27 

7 

Gmi»ille, 

1,414 

5     29 

7 

7 

26 

18 

S 

Holland, 

423 

'4 

"1 

"2 

3 

6 

6 

3 

LudC           .         . 

1,270 

31 

7 

34!    21 

7 

3 

7 

10 

14 

25 

19 

95 

1.W8 

24 

36;    3fi 

10 

9 

8 

13 

33 

21 

19 

31 

2.151 

5( 

38     30'    59 

33 

34 

11 

4 

25 

53 

30 

41 

Montgomery,  , 

740 

14 

6     12     14 

5 

8 

1 

4 

9 

e 

4 

10 

Palmer,  .          . 

2,139 

40 

.  1    53     54 

15 

9 

14 

Btiwell, 

955 

9 

A  :°i  i, 

5 

"3 

1 

6 

6 

a 

Sonthwicb,      . 

1,214 

11 

'7 

21 

is 

&r'  :    : 

10,985 

.     373  405 

173 

138 

73 

67 

48 

13a 

Ul 

637 

7|     .  1    19 

4 

7 

3 

15 

IS 

19 
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CODSTIU  UID  TOWSI. 

^rrln' 

BIRTH3, 

HARRUGE9. 

DEATHS. 

1B4U. 

184S. 

1343. 

,m 

lS4fi. 

I34I. 

■m 

1844. 

,»,. 

,^. 

,B« 

■  8*^ 

18«. 

W«le^  . 

686 

25 

18 

18 

15 

17 

4 

6 

3 

19 

20 

9 

7 

Weat  Springfield,     . 

3,636 

1 

42 

60 

18 

16 

29 

24 

11 

29 

17 

36 

Weetfield, 

3.526 

66 

91 

24 

33 

37 

15 

Sfi 

53 

56 

57 

WilbrsbftDi,     . 

1,864 

'6 

3 

29 

7 

6 

15 

22 

11 

34 

Totals, 

37,366 

252 

268 

760 

937 

358 

299 

213 

^3 

395 

357 

394 

Iw 

FRANKLIN  CO. 

A^hfield, 

1,610 

4 

a 

37 

21 

19 

3 

6 

20 

25 

33 

BeniftrdsWn,    , 

992 

i; 

32 

24 

20 

14 

4 

10 

15 

8 

17 

7 

BucklBDd, 

1,084 

20 

19 

6 

8 

7 

18 

6 

9 

1,127 

25 

24 

31 

35 

12 

6 

3 

16 

20 

18 

10 

Colereine,         . 

1,971 

78 

35 

35 

6 

12 

20 

M 

30 

Conwov, 

1,409 

21 

8 

46 

. 

14 

9 

. 

■9 

17 

27 

Deerfeld, 

ifiU 

51 

12 

8 

15 

36 

44 

21 

Erving.  . 

309 

'3 

1 

io 

ID 

2 

3 

4 

8 

5 

Gill,       . 

798 

27 

17 

22 

14 

5 

'e 

4 

7 

20 

io 

9 

1,756 

58 

32 

3 

12 

2 

40 

34 

Hawley, 

977 

22 

io 

18 

13 

2 

'3 

3 

14 

io 

17 

'b 

Helb,    .         . 

895 

20 

14 

29 

4 

10 

4 

23 

Loerett, 

875 

S3 

10 

17 

29 

'8 

10 

8 

13 

17 

22 

13 

Leyaen, 

633 

22 

20 

29 

9 

2 

13 

3 

13 

5 

11 

10 

Monroe;            .          . 

282 

e 

10 

7 

11 

none 

J 

6 

1 

3 

MonUgue,       . 

1.255 

2 

33 

'2 

2 

21 

18 

. 

12 

New  Sfllem,    . 

1,305 

35 

9 

20 

35 

11 

11 

6 

24 

12 

fl 

31 

Northfield,       . 

1,673 

31 

30 

5 

8 

11 

Orsnge, 

1,501 

40 

7 

29 

33 

'9 

6 

15 

30 

14 

18 

93 

Rowe,    . 

703 

15 

1: 

30 

13 

4 

3 

6 

14 

15 

11 

Shelbume,       . 

1,023 

24 

16 

22 

33 

6 

4 

10 

11 

16 

9 

25 

24 

10 

Sbuteabury,     . 

987 

32 

3 

21 

24 

8 

10 

13 

4 

7 

Jl 

Sunderland,      . 

719 

12 

B 

33 

10 

5 

9 

1 

10 

6 

5 

Warwick, 

1.071 

29 

13 

18 

35 

8 

11 

8 

If 

29 

21 

as 

Wendell, 

875 

2J 

20 

19 

4 

3 

13 

5 

12 

15 

12 

11 

Whfttely, 
Totals, 

1,072 

24 

15 

23 

27 

6 

7 

_! 

10 

9 

20 

15 

28,812 

454 

354 

~sm 

"528 

177 

"l76 

115 

151 

858 

358 

360 

331 

BERKSHIRE  CO. 

Adams,  . 

3,703 

103 

15 

78 

Alford,    . 

481 

"9 

"9 

13 

10 

"3 

'2 

4 

'5 

ii 

*7 

a 

Becket,   . 

1,342 

12 

12 

18 

39 

8 

8 

7 

9 

13 

34 

SI 

BoatOD  Corner, 

65 

Cheshire, 

985 

CUrksburg,     . 

370 

io 

"9 

'9 

'8 

■3 

'2 

■3 

"4 

Dalton.   . 

1,255 

31 

37 

40 

42 

8 

G 

18 

14 

ii 

14 

Eeremont, 
Florida.  . 

1,038 

16 

19 

28 

3 

4 

'2 

11 

11 

5 

441 

15 

2 

19 

5 

8 

2 

*4 

2 

3 

3 

Great  BarringtOD,      , 

2,704 

68 

11 

"3 

3 

30 

15 

38 

Hancock, 

922 

'7 

21 

19 

: 

13 

4 

ia 

HiMdale, 

955 

25 

27 

41 

21 

"1 

"4 

3 

6 

i9 

16 

17 

la 

1,140 

28 

31 

18 

5 

8 

2 

17 

a 

la 

u 
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Co»Ti»  ADD  Tonna. 

Populs- 

BIRTHS. 

MARKIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

1840. 

IftlS 

1313 

IBM 

ie4a 

I34S 

1313 

ie« 

1845 

1841 

18*3 

18M, 

1345. 

Lee,       .        .         . 

2,438 

62 

57 

29 

34 

15 

15 

~20 

8 

51 

38 

S8 

~40 

Lenox.    .         .        . 

1,313 

G 

35 

30 

0 

4 

8 

7 

1 

13 

31 

as 

Mount  WuhinetoD, 

438 

21 

12 

13 

1 

7 

5 

a 

New  A«hford, 

2S7 

7 

2 

5 

"2 

1 

2 

1 

7 

3 

1 

New  Marlborough, 

45 

4 

4) 

26 

12 

H 

S 

28 

15 

35 

11 

Otis, 

1475 

36 

12 

28 

10 

"7 

1( 

30 

23 

6 

e 

Pern,      .         .         . 

57G 

13 

12 

17 

12 

6 

2 

5 

13 

12 

11 

8 

Piu>field, 

3,747 

56 

51 

67 

101 

4 

4 

3 

74 

51 

SB 

61 

SicbmoDd,      . 

1,097 

6 

12 

11 

11 

6 

4 

3 

29 

10 

14 

U 

fiendulield,      . 

1.464 

20 

1 

21 

7 

5 

IE 

Jl 

26 

91 

» 

SXld'         ' 

915 

H 

1 

13 

6 

6 

4 

4 

2 

'1 

a 

1 

a^aa 

. 

49 

78 

10 

7 

48 

98 

as 

StocbbHdge,    '.         '. 

1,992 

30 

41 

33 

's 

2 

9 

22 

as 

as 

»fc  :    : 

1,477 
1)91 

6 

18 

'8 
24 

5 
22 

29 

6 
2 

'i 

9 
2 

"1 

4 
19 

as 

13 

14 

West  Siockbridgo,   . 

1,448 

2 

54 

49 

9 

e 

4 

ID 

20 

1« 

2,153 

29 

33 

57 

78 

IB 

10 

2 

11 

33 

31 

39 

AVindaor, 

897 

12 

6 

9 

Totals, 

41,745 

548 

344 

723 

822 

I57 

~m 

"135 

"13a 

450 

387 

435 

"488 

NORFOLK  CO. 

Bellingham,     . 

1,055 

16 

19 

30 

12 

5 

11 

7 

2 

10 

24 

31 

8 

3nintree, 

2,168 

55 

27 

59 

69 

24 

24 

14 

6 

38 

23 

10 

27 

Brookline,       .         . 

1,365 

5 

6 

13 

21 

8 

5 

8 

8 

14 

8 

15 

95 

Caiiton, 

1,995 

7 

G5 

27 

11 

17 

7 

- 

19 

39 

39 

Cohamet,         .        . 

1,471 

23 

31 

24 

33 

19 

8 

10 

10 

19 

28 

38 

18 

Dedh«m, 

3,290 

98 

96 

90 

96 

30 

31 

31 

33 

60 

63 

50 

70 

4,875 

34 

13 

28 

Dl 

44 

46 

21 

47 

SO 

80 

781 

n 

Doier,    . 

520 

3 

3 

f 

6 

1 

3 

1 

3 

9 

15 

li 

8 

i,as>8 

SO 

43 

24 

51 

10 

7 

11 

17 

17 

3? 

IE 

IB 

Fmnklin, 

1,717 

35 

30 

23 

33 

15 

9 

10 

5 

24 

21 

UedBeld, 

883 

20 

9 

9 

18 

6 

6 

6 

4 

14 

16 

r 

Uedwar, 

2,043 

7 

6 

66 

65 

33 

23 

25 

29 

2 

24 

m 

Milton,  .         .        . 

1,822 

49 

58 

13 

11 

16 

50 

as 

Needham,        . 

1,488 

36 

45 

33 

14 

7 

9 

4 

23 

28 

17 

Qnincy, . 

3,486 

125 

147 

123 

32 

20 

23 

21 

48 

46 

S8 

Randolph,        . 

3,2  J3 

IV. 

92 

138 

23 

32 

28 

64 

71 

ss 

Roxbiuy, 

9,089 

'8 

304 

411 

37 

49 

26 

78 

42 

44 

Bhaion, 

1,076 

A 

26 

22 

7 

8 

9 

12 

17 

26 

is 

i4 

BtOQghton,      . 

2,142 

36 

68 

B6 

39 

26 

35 

23 

32 

8 

4 

St 

■Walpole, 

1,491 

16 

25 

3,738 

120 

145 

139 

31 

39 

33 

35 

55 

17 

21 

a 

■WrtDthaii),      . 

2,915 

13 

77 

59 

17 

23 

16 

16 

16 

a 

4« 

Tot.]., 

53,140 

645 

445 

1392 

1591 

370 

407 

leo 

404 

510 

6B3 

"SM 

« 

BRISTOL  CO. 

AtUeborooeh, 

3,585 

83 

3 

78 

£1 

30 

26 

33 

25 

45 

1 

60 

« 

»uih7.          ■         ■ 

886 

30 

20 

30 

12 

10 

10 

4 

2 

16 

in 

19 

». 

4,135 

2 

123 

92 

23 

34 

33 

27 

1 
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ABSTRACT  OF  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS.— QmKwiftt 


'  Popula- 

BIRTHS. 

MABBIAOES. 

DEATHS. 

■akso  10WI.S.  ^  'i^.. 

;^ 

IB43.'1S+1. 

■s«. 

.E^. 

18*3. 

.m.l 

m 

18it 

.. 

1S44 

tStA. 

.  1    1,378 

2 

.1    36 

47 

~5 

7 

"^j 

IG 

2S 

15 

~a 

'    2.074 

70 

4,    42 

53 

24 

la 

8 

19 

27 

39 

341.51 

162 

170     74 

107 

39 

47 

10 

34 

33 

35 

33 

45 

er, 

6,73b 

375 

307,  31U 

37y 

84 

130 

61I 

73 

69 

135 

7& 

55 

<ii 

1,772 

■       ^^ 

4:1 

. 

*l 

ID 

22 

31 

i^ 

1,382 

4i) 

3'    34 

4a 

19 

ii 

10 

la 

19 

23 

17 

dford, 

1 18,087 

5.  44^ 

435 

90 

131 

114 

175 

:  1,.'>4S 

'c< 

11     3C 

ay 

16 

9 

a' 

8 

"6 

"s 

e 

nt, 

,  2\m 

142 

.  (  104 

89 

10 

14 

14! 

1^ 

34 

■ 

9, 

haat 

1 

3,    43 

40 

4 

4 

13; 

4 

21 

20 

34 

19 

i!, 

2,1  (HI 

45 

46'    55 

55 

34 

33 

16 

32 

31 

20 

as 

[  i>jf 

25 

.  1    47 

9 

23 

13 

24' 

'9 

35 

1 

35 

39 

t, 

!  1:005 

. 

11    24 

14 

4 

4 

6 

2 

34 

34 

:    1,484 

.  1    3G 

32 

'e 

17 

9; 

11 

15 

1   7,645 

*5 

1    192 

21!) 

43 

54 

57 

43 

52 

64 

73 

73 

t. 

a,8ao 

.       82 

73 

33 

_:_ 

A 

2 

26 

39 

») 

1. 

60.105 

SJ84 

570  1825 

1852 

415 

497 

463 

419 

431 

360 

515 

719 

OUTH  CO. 

1 

B, 

1  3,an 

89 

120   113 

28 

37 

27 

39 

66 

04 

75 

Bter,   . 

1   3,]3I 

65     44 

71 

15 

4 

12 

37 

43 

40 

'       iWS 

30     10     35 

30 

'3 

7 

2' 

14 

'9 

15 

5 

I 

a,7!ie 

!13!    52     33 

32 

35 

19' 

10 

26 

33 

19 

19 

dgewftter, 

1    14«0 

20'    54     30 

58 

12 

II 

9; 

n 

21 

23 

24 

19 

1      731 

21  i    22     30 

36 

7 

5 

7, 

2 

13 

14 

17 

31 

'i 

:    1,488 

20!    471    41 

18 

17 

13 

16^ 

14 

15 

10 

20 

16 

,    1,0JC 

171   .:   . 

11 

.   1 

2 

a, 

1  3,M\A 

1171  102     94 

86 

24 

2» 

35 

22 

57 

55 

57 

61 

2;!i 

sl      5       3 

0 

. 

1 

3, 

2 

n 

1 

2 

7 

a. 

'    ],.H0 

15,    30     35 

32 

12 

10 

I5I 

1(i 

2:i 

a5 

36 

25 

lid,      . 

1    l,7l>l 

40!     45,     47 

41 

10 

311 

10 

IG 

36 

55 

34 

23 

OTDUgh, 

,  5,oe.i 

17l     35 

. 

30 

32 

■ 

22 

13 

(flwiter, 

3,lilb 

7(i     8,1 

96 

70 

20 

ao 

22 

35 

52 

53 

50 

32 

EB, 

1.35H 

6     31 

17 

3:1 

8 

7 

<■ 

3 

9 

3D 

10 

19 

b. 

'    5,261 

.  1    34 

151 

123 

20 

30 

41 

. 

57 

81 

110 

SW 

23     20 

24 

19 

■9 

5 

8 

10 

10 

18 

33 

10 

er. 

3.e(;4 

.        65 

. 

1!) 

35 

34 

3,88( 

46!    35 

88 

64 

28 

19 

28 

32 

63 

60 

52 

43 

1  2,002 

40;    46 

fi.1 

Cti 

15 

13 

9 

11 

21 

25 

32 

33 

ridg«««ter, 

1,201 

32,     30 

_31 

39 

13 

12 

_! 

9 

12 
453 

12 

29 

Jl 

•> 

47,373 

706|  923 

077 

"in 

297 

356 

269, 

288 

G43 

606 

484 

IT  ABLE  CO. 

1 

lie,      . 

4,301 

IB 

8 

10 

35 

21I 

38 

26 

15 

38 

l/.a-2 

2i 

31 

44 

11 

8i 

7 

26 

13 

39 

2,334 

6OI       5 

75 

35 

36 

22 

isl 

15 

44 

70 

50 

35 

a,iM2 

40,    is 

02 

13 

19 

23, 

39 

21 

33 

ma 

27l    14 

17 

13 

B 

7 

31 

19 

22 

at 

[    \QV   \^ 

b. 

3,589 

60 

• 

73 

66 

M 

IB 

■\ 

ac 

\    % 

\  -a 

i\? 

at,  -5 
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PopuU 

BIRTHS. 

ftlARRlAGES. 

DEATHS. 

CoDBTIBl  JKD  Towns. 

im 

im 

1B4S.IM3 

lUM 

im 

18W.18U. 

Hsrwich, 

2,930 

200,     47 

fi7 

ins 

9ft 

4? 

19 

2;i 

91 

tl 

16     U 

Utnhpee,        . 

m 

■ 

Orleans, 

1,»7< 

4f 

IV 

1' 

44  ar 

Provincetown, 

a,iaa 

42     85 

7* 

fil 

2,=i 

2-; 

tir, 

av 

It 

« 

4l'    41 

Bandwicb, 

3,71! 

63!     R 

ny 

111' 

yi 

1^ 

W 

181    1( 

32    56 

Tniro,     . 

l.S2( 

71,     . 

;« 

fts 

ih 

19 

'A 

801     . 

3i    » 

Wellfleet, 

2,37: 

45|    20;    5i)|    4^ 

i; 

1' 

V2 

35!    3S 

23     U 

Yarmouth, 

2,554 

a 

4/     61 

66     48 

Totals, 

32,M8 

OKI  454 

744 

675 

2H, 

S33 

201 

222 

371 

397 

408  408 

DUKES  co: 

Chilmark, 

7ff. 

If 

15 

If 

IV 

: 

7 

^ 

;■ 

K 

f 

Ed^nown,      . 

l,7.3f 

•M 

3f 

.W 

ir 

12 

f 

K 

26 

26 

la     96 

Tilburj, 

],520 

Bl 

55 

5^ 

(JO 

7 

11 

SI 

11 

22 

23 

96    S3 

Totals, 

3,958 

e4|  101 

93 

12? 

23 

30 

34 

Hi 

5S 

S6 

48    53 

NANTUCKET  CO. 

1 

Nantucket,      . 

9,013 

im 

208  S» 

102 

R9J 

as 

JW 

184 

I!ffi 

1071  131 
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RECAPITULATION. 


CoVlfTIXI. 

Popula- 
tion in 
1840. 

BIRTHS. 

MARRUGES. 

DEATHS. 

1 

1842.11843.   1844.     1845. 

. 
1 

1842. 
768 

1843. 

784 

1844. 

29 

1845.  1842. 
222006 

1843. 

2,343 

18411845. 

Sofiblky    . 

95,773 

101 

91 

111 

147 

88 

94 

Eaiez, 

94,987 

1242 

1724  15,81 

2,175  68:3 

742 

583 

7581220 

1,421 

12921504 

Middlesex, 

106,611 

992 

930  2,814 

3,050 1037 

1022  9491168:1549 

1        1 

1,598  1553 1506 

Worcester, 

95,313 

1275 

1543  2,311 

2,116 

900 

835 

715 

793 

1287 

1,309 

14691527 

1 

Hampshire, 

30,897 

619 

535 

642 

653 

239 

256 

180 

199 

377 

518 

508  490 

Hampden, 

37,366 

252 

2C8     760     937 

358 

299 

213 

193 

295 

357 

394  509 

Fnnkliii, 

28,812 

454 

354     576|    528 

177 

176 

115 

151 

,353 

358 

360 

tm 

Berkshire,         . 

41,745 

548  344     723 

822 

157 

121 

ia5 

132 

450 

387 

435 

488 

Norfolk,   . 

53,140 

645  445'  1,392  1,591 

370 

407 

360 

404 

510 

682 

555 

6S7 

Bristol,     . 

60,165 

984 

576 

1,825  1,852 

415 

497 

483 

419 

431 

360 

515 

719 

Plymoath, 

47,373 

706 

923 

977 

811 

297 

,356 

269 

288 

453 

643 

606 

484 

Barnstable, 

32,548 

689 

454 

744 

675 

216 

223 

201 

222 

371 

397 

408 

408 

Dokes,     . 

3,958 

64 

101 

93 

127 

23 

30 

34 

24 

58 

56 

48 

53 

Nantucket, 

9,012 

• 
8571 

462 
8750 

208     227 

102 
5742 

59 

5807 

38 

4304 

90   184 

195 
10684 

107 

8338 

134 

Totals,. 

737,700 

14,757 

15,711 

4863 

9544 

8844 

Totals,  afler  de- 
ducting Snfiblk 
County,  . 

641,927 

8470 

8659 

14,646 

15.564 

4974 

5023 

4275 

4841 

7538 

8,341 

8350 

8750 

NOTES. 


A  part  of  the  returns  were  accompanied  with  remarks  by  the 
town  clerks.  From  these,  the  following  notes  hare  been  com- 
piled. The  letters  from  the  same  source,  contained  in  former 
reports,  are  also  referred  to.  The  design  of  these  notes  is  to  show 
the  condition  of  registration  through  the  State,  the  practical 
operation  of  existing  laws  on  the  subject,  and  the  views  of  the 
town  clerks  in  regard  to  such  amendments  as  may  be  needed  to 
render  the  system  more  perfect. 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

BosTOir. — 1842.  The  return  of  deaths  was  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 
184'J. — 1843.  See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  12. — No  return  of  births,  marriages 
or  deaths  for  1844  or  1845. 

Chelsea. — 1845.  "  The  return  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  records  of  the  town 
of  Chelsea,  as  to  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  town,  as  returned  to  me  by  the 
several  sextons.  1  believe  there  have  been  some  deaths,  of  which  I  have  no 
return,  as  the  burial  took  place  without  the  knowledge  of  any  sexton  of  the 
town." 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Ahesburt. — 1845.  Births,  "  The  return  is  probably  correct  ss  regards  the 
number  of  births,  the  sex,  date  of  birth,  and  residence  of  parents.  Three 
children  not  returned.  Mother's  name  not  known  in  one  instance.  Occupation 
not  known  in  8  instances. — Marriages.  The  number  of  certificates  given  in  the 
same  time,  34.*^ 

AifDOTER. — 1842.  "  One  clergyman  has  made  no  return  of  marriages  in  6 
years ;  not  20  births  are  returned  annually,  nor  5  deaths." — In  1844,  about  50 
publishments. 

Beverly. — 1843.    The  number  of  births,  probably  125. 

Essex. — 1843.    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  12. 

Gloucester. — 1842.  Imperfect  in  every  respect,  except  marriaget. — 1845. 
Marriages,  **  The  returns  of  the  clergymen  have  not  been  given  as  the  law 
requires ;  the  changes  continuaUy  making  in  our  po^loAioik^t^iA^t  \\.  xise^MB^^ 
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to  answer  all  the  inquiries  to  be  made;  there  being  many  foreigners  manying 
among  us  who  cannot  answer  the  questions  with  any  degree  of  satisfaction  as  to 
their  progenitors. — Dealha,  There  may  be  8  or  10  deaths  not  entered  on  the 
above  list  An  out  parish,  5  or  6  miles  in  extent,  and  whose  inhabitants  are 
much  scattered,  where  deaths  must  have  occured,  has  made  no  return." 

Ipswich.— 1842.  Only  22  births  recorded  since  180&— 1845.  '<  The  retume 
are  not  so  perfect  as  may  be  desired,  but  are  the  best  I  could  make  from  the 
means  in  my  possession.  The  School  Committee  have-not  furnished  me  with  a 
return  of  births,  therefore  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  one  to  you." 

Ltitit. — 1843.  The  return  does  not  state  the  number  of  deaths,  but  there  are 
116  specified  by  name.    The  clerk  complains  that  the  law  is  disregarded. 

Newbdrt. — 1845.  Biriha,  "  The  School  Committee  have  made  no  return  of 
births,  and  I  did  not  feel  disposed  to  take  any  action  on  the  subject.  In  addition 
to  the  above,  which  I  collected  in  my  immediate  neighborhood,  one  physician 
informs  me,  that  he  attended  the  birth  of  42  children  in  this  town,  during  the 
year  ending  May  1, 1645." 

RocKPORT.  The  returns  from  this  town  have  been  made  with  great  accuracy 
for  the  difierent  years,  by  Mr.  Pool,  the  town  clerk.  He  says,  in  1845,  as  to 
BirUu,  **  The  facts  contained  in  the  above  returns  were  all  gleaned  with  great 
pains  and  care  by  personal  inquiry. — Deaths,  The  above  return  is  believed  to  be 
correct ;  although  the  number  of  deaths  stated  is  at  least  one  third  less  than  the 
preceding  year.  I  have  not  wholly  relied  on  the  returns  of  the  sextons,  (which, 
by  the  way,  are  approximating  towards  correctness,)  but  have  ascertained  and 
confirmed  the  facts  by  personal  inquiry." 

West  Newbury. — 1645.  Births,  "I  have  delayed  sending  till  the  last 
moment,  hoping  to  have  a  more  complete  return,  but  am  obliged,  at  this  late  day, 
to  close,  while  two  school  districts  remain  unreported.  I  have  done  die  best  in 
my  power  to  have  them  as  they  should  be,  yet  they  are  all  very  imperfect 
— Marriagts,    Tiiis  is  the  best  I  can  do  from  the  returns." 

No  Returns,  in  1842,  from  Esstx^  HaverhtU,  and  Newbury;  in  1844,  from 
Beverly,  HaverhiU,  and  Lynn ;  and  in  1845,  from  Beverly,  and  of  births  from 
Ipsundu 
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AcToif. — 1842.  Births,  not  recorded. — 1844.  Complete  except  the  "  number" 
and  "occupation  of  the  father"  and  ** residence  of  the  parents"  in  one  instance 
only. 

AsHBT. — 1845.    Births,    The  School  Committee  has  made  no  return  of  births. 

BiLLERicA. — 1842.  Births,  One  birth  only  recorded ;  law  neglected;  some 
record  whole  families  at  once. — 1843.  Complains  of  want  of  returns. — 1844. 
Very  good  return,  collected  by  the  School  Committee. 

BuRLuroTON. — 1842.  Births.  Few  births  recorded,  and  some  not  publicly 
known.~1843.  The  clerk  thinks  the  law  should  oblige  some  one  to  complain  of 
delinquents. 

Camb&idob.— 184a  See  2d  Report,  pw  la— 1844.  One  foundling.  Return 
conUiM  407,  of  whom  43  were  bora  oat  cS  town,  and  are  here  rejected.    Town 
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clerk  supposes  the  number  to  have  been  500,  or  1  in  17  inhabitants.  It  is  1  in  23 
of  the  census  of  1840.    The  returns  the  two  last  years  appear  to  be  accurate. 

Charlestowit. — 1845.  *' Every  thing  on  my  part  has  been  done  to  obtain 
full  and  correct  returns,  from  the  proper  sources,  of  the  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  in  this  town,  required  by  the  registration  act  to  be  done;  still  the  returns 
are  unavoidably  very  defective.  The  whole  number  of  marriages  returned 
is  short  of  the  truth ;  for  the  clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  this  town 
has  made  no  return  of  any  marriage  whatever,  since  officiating  as  such,  I  think 
over  two  years.  There  appears  a  reluctance,  on  the  part  of  some  of  our  clergy- 
men, to  comply  with  the  registration  law." 

Chelmsford. — 1843.  See  Second  Report,  p.  14. — 1845.  Deaihs.  "The  third 
entry  properly  belongs  to  the  return  to  be  made  next  year.  It  got  into  this  by  the 
remissness  of  the  sextons  in  making  their  return.    I  have  returned  all  the  numbers." 

Framingham. — 1845.  Mmriages.  ^  The  above  return  is  as  full  and  correct 
as  the  certificates  will  admit  of — Dtaiha,  **  This  is  all  that  has  been  returned 
to  me.    It  is  undoubtedly  an  imperfect  return.'' 

Groton, — 1845.  Births,  **'  There  were  probably  8  or  10  more  births  in  town 
last  year,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  particulans.  I  have  waited  for 
the  School  Committee,  but  they  have  made  no  returns.  The  births  recorded,  I 
have  obtained  from  other  sources." — Marriagts.  **  The  returns  made  by  Rev. 
Messrs.  Phelps  and  Sanderson,  have  been  complete  generally.  The  other  clergy- 
men returned  only  the  date  and  fact  of  the  marriage ;  the  other  particulars  1  have 
obtained  from  other  sources,  as  fully  as  I  was  able." 

HoLLiSTOif. — 1843.  "  Great  delinquency  on  the  part  of  parents,  dLc." — 1844. 
Births.  '*This  return  is  believed  to  be  complete."— 1845.  *'The  School 
Committee  did  not  ascertain  the  day  of  the  month  in  which  the  birth  took  place.** 
Deaths.  "6  or  7  have  died  in  town,  but  have  been  interred  elsewhere,  and 
I  have  no  returns.  From  a  sermon,  preached  here  the  first  Sabbath  in  Jan- 
nary  last,  the  preacher  said  the  whole  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was  42,  I 
think  he  may  have  been  correct  I  think  the  sextons  here  have  done  their  duty, 
and  the  returns  they  have  made  me  are  correct" 

Lexuigton. — 1843.  The  records  show  1  birth,  11  marriages,  and  no  deaths. 
*'  Information  derived  from  other  sources  than  the  records,  show  that  there  have 
been  at  least  23  deaths.  The  number  of  birtlis  to  me  unknown.  I  posted  notice 
last  year  requesting  the  inhabitants  to  bring  in  the  number  of  births,  deaths  dLc, 
but  to  no  purpose." 

LiifcoLir. — 1845.  Births.  "  Our  School  Committee  utterly  refuse  to  do  any 
thing  about  making  any  returns.  They  made  none  last  year ;  what  I  here  return, 
I^have  picked  up  myself." — Deaths.  '*  One  sexton,  being  wholly  unacquainted 
with  the  duties  required  of  him,  has  neglected  to  make  such  returns  as  would  be 
desirable.  I  make  you  as  full  returns  as  I  can,  with  what  I  have  to  make  them 
from." 

Medford. — 1843.    See  Second  Report,  p.  15. 

Natick.— 1843.  See  Second  Report,  p.  16.— 1845.  **  I  fear  the  retomt  vn 
somewhat  imperfect  The  compensation  allowed  for  fees  is  entirely  inadequate 
for  procuring  the  information  sought  by  Legislative  requirements.  1  have 
solicited  the  clergymen  for  a  list  of  mazriages,  the  boxXoba  itst  «xl  ^s&txsosdu  cjt 
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deaths,  and  the  School  Committee  for  births,  more  frequently  and  with  more 
earnestness,  than  good  manners  would  always  justify.  And  when  the  information 
comes,  it  is  oflen  contained  on  a  small  scrap  of  paj)er,  sometimes  without  dates, 
and  always  without  method  or  order.  Our  population  is  of  a  fluctuating  char- 
acter, very  much  made  up  of  emigrants,  some  of  whom  choose  not  to  be  very 
particular  in  disclosing  their  origin ;  and  when  these  persons  die,  or  get  married,  we 
are  left  in  the  dark  with  regard  to  names,  ages,  places  of  residence,  occupation, 
6lc  &c.  I  have  devoted  several  days  exclusively  to  the  arrangement,  registra- 
tion, copying,  &c.,  and  still,  the  whole  is  in  no  way  to  my  satisfaction.  Were  I 
to  make  the  returns  as  they  have  been  made  to  me,  perhaps  the  document  might 
be  as  valuable  as  a  sheet  of  wrapping  paper.'' 

Newtoit 184^    Very  imperfect— 1643.    *<The   real  number  of  deaths, 

probably  50,  and  births  still  larger." 

Pkpperell. — 1814.  Births,  **Thi8  return  was  got  up  by  myself  by  actual 
inquiry,  as  there  were  no  returns  made  by  parents." 

Readiitg. — 1842.    Deaths,    No  return  of  deaths  has  been  made. 

SuERBURjvE. — 1843.  The  returns  were  founded  on  information  collected  by 
the  clerk. 

South  Readiito. — 1845.  "  There  were  7  births  of  the  41,  which  took  place 
among  the  Irish  laborers  upon  the  rail-road,  whose  parents  removed  from  the 
town  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and,  consequently,  no  further  particulars  were 
obtained." 

SoHERviLLB.  Population  included  in  Charlestown.  Supposed  1250.  No 
census  has  been  taken  since  tlie  town  was  incorporated. 

Stone  HAM. — 1843.  BirUu,  The  real  number  of  births,  probably  as  many  as 
33. — Only  1  death  reported  to  the  town  clerk.  Last  year  he  collected  the  facts 
himself. 

Ttnosborouoh. — 1842.  "  Returns  made  from  other  sources  than  the  record." 
—1843.  "  During  the  last  six  months,  more  births  have  been  entered  upon  the 
record  than  had  been  recorded  for  forty  years  before." — 1845.  "  The  return  of 
deaths  is  not,  nor  could  not  be,  complete,  unless  I  had  taken  the  trouble  to  ride 
into  almost  every  quarter  of  the  town,  and  personally  made  the  inquiries  necessary 
to  obtain  the  information.  The  inhabitants  do  not,  with  a  very  few  exceptions, 
give  themselves  the  least  trouble  in  regard  to  furnishing  the  clerk  with  the 
necessary  information,  and  the  sextons  have  hitherto  totally  neglected  their  duty 
on  this  point  I  have  called  their  attention  to  the  subject,  and  trust,  next  year, 
the  clerk  may  be  enabled  to  make  a  full  and  complete  return." 

Westforo. — 1843.  **The  births  were  probably  more  numerous.  It  is 
difficult  to  get  returns." 

WiLMiiroToif. — 1843.  "  There  have  been  but  few  births,  deaths,  or  marriages^ 
recorded  for  ten  years." 

WoBURir. — 1843.  Few  births  entered.~1844.  Twelve  births  on  the  retem 
were  in  January,  February,  March,  and  April,  1843,  the  record  beginning  January 
3, 1843,  and  ending  March  31, 1844. — The  following  are  extracts  of  letten  from 
the  town  clerk  of  Woburn,  accompanying  the  returns  for  the  year  1845: — 

^'The  xetnraof  biithi  in  thetownof  Wobuni,fiir  the  year  ending  May 
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1st,  1845, 18  imperfect  in  some  respectB.  I  have  used  great  exertions  to  ascertain 
and  make  record  of  all  births  happening  in  town,  the  past  year,  but  I  do  not  think 
these  returns  are  full.  More  births,  I  have  every  reason  to  suppose,  havo  hap- 
pened in  this  town,  than  those  embraced  in  this  return.  The  whole  number  of 
births  returned  by  the  School  Committee  was  73.  Believing  their  returns  were 
not  full,  I  called  upon  each  physician  in  town,  and  they  generously  gave  me  their 
assistance  in  filling  out  my  records.  I  received  from  them  twenty  births  not  re- 
turned by  the  committee.  I  was  not  able  to  ascertain  from  them  the  names  of 
children,  but  only  the  date,  and  place  of  birth,  names,  and  occupation  of.  fathers. 
In  some  cases,  physicians  out  of  town,  or  midwives,  have  been  in  attendance,  and 
the  presumption  is,  that  many  of  them  have  not  been  returned  to  me." 

Marriages.  '*  In  the  return  of  marriages  from  Woburn,  for  the  year  ending 
May  1st,  1845,  there  are  21  omissions,  viz :  age,  12,  names  of  parents,  9.  You  will 
find,  in  most  cases,  the  names  of  mothens  not  mentioned ;  those  who  made  the  re- 
turns  to  me  were  not  particular  about  ascertaining  such  facts,  which  makes  my 
returns  imperfect  in  that  respect  I  thought  it  advisable  to  record  the  names  of 
fathers  that  were  deceased ;  all  such  cases  arc  marked  thus  +  in  the  returns.  When 
these  returns  were  made  to  mc,  there  were  130  omissions,  beside  the  names  of 
mothers,  and  the  facts  I  ascertained,  as  many  as  possible,  from  the  parties  married. 
One  marriage  has  occurred  in  this  town,  not  put  down  in  this  return;  it  was  before 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  who  resides  at  some  distance  from  the  centre  of  the  town, 
and  has  not,  as  yet,  been  returned  to  me.  I  presume  42  marriages  are  all  that  have 
occurred  in  town  this  year,  although  60  couples  have  entered  their  intentions  of 
marriage  with  me ;  many  included  in  that  number  have  been  married  out  of  town. 
I  have  published  38  of  those  who  have  been  married  in  town  this  year.  I  think 
many  of  the  difiiculties  which  have  arisen  in  relation  to  ascertaining  the  facts  re- 
quired in  marriages,  will  be  obviated  by  the  use  of  the  certificate  you  propose;  it 
appears  to  me  that  this  ought  to  be  the  duty  of  the  town  clerks,  but  no  one  can 
afford  to  do  it  without  pay.  The  law,  I  believe,  prescribes  no  pay  for  returning 
marriages.  I  suppose  tiie  presumption  is,  that  50  cents,  (the  price  of  a  certificate,) 
will  pay  for  entering,  publishing  the  intention  of  marriage,  ascertaining  the  facti 
required  by  law,  recording  and  returning  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. It  is  a  great  task  for  any  clerk,  and  he  cannot  afford  to  do  it  for  the 
money  he  now  receives,  if  no  pay  is  to  be  received  for  these  returns ;  the  price  of 
a  certificate  ought  to  be  one  dollar,  by  law,  and  then  town  clerks  could  afford  to 
take  an  interest  in  this  matter." 

Deaths.  **  In  the  return  of  deaths  from  the  town  of  Woburn,  you  will  find 
some  omissions."  There  are  "  6  omissions  of  parents  names  entire,  16  of  the 
names  of  mothers.  These  omissions  occur  mostly  in  deaths  of  aged  people, 
where  the  facts  have  to  be  ascertained  of  the  children  of  the  deceased.  I  find,  in 
such  cases,  they  almost  always  recollect  the  names  of  their  grandfathers,  but  do  not 
know  whether  they  ever  had  any  grandmothers  or  not  One  third  of  the  deaths 
happening  in  this  town  for  the  past  year,  are  returned  to  me  as  having  been  of 
consumption.  I  have  put  down  the  names  of  diseases,  dz.c.  as  returned  to  me,  unless  I 
was  personally  acquainted  with  persons  deceased,  and  then,  I  have  put  them  down 
as  I  knew  them.  Much  praise,  I  think,  is  due  our  sextons  of  this  town,  for  the 
zeal  they  have  manifested  in  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  State,  and  I  troft, 
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thaty  in  the  next  return  that  may  come  from  this  town,  no  omiasions  will  oecnr.  1 
think  mistakes  may  be  prevented,  in  a  great  degree,  by  the  use  of  the  certificate 
for  the  return  of  deaths,  which  you  have  sent  to  me.  I  shall  endeavor  to  have 
them  used  in  all  cases." 

No  Returits,  in  1842,  from  Bedford,  Dunstahlt,  Framingham,  and  Slow ;  in 
1843,  from  Hopkirdon,  and  JVaitrioum ;  in  1844,  from  IFett  Cambridge ;  and  in 
1845,  from  LiUUton  and  Tewksbury,  of  births  from  Jishly,  of  deaths  from  Dror 
cut,  and  of  marriages  and  deaths  from  West  Canibridge* 
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AsHBURNHAM. — 1842.  ^' Only  two  or  three  returns  of  births  or  deaths  have 
been  made  to  the  town  clerk.'* 

Auburn. — 1845.  Births,  '*  The  return  of  the  births  is  as  full  as  it  has  been  in 
my  power  to  make  it,  without  going  a  second  time  for  the  information.  Where 
the  name  of  a  child  is  omitted,  the  parents  had  not  decided  upon  a  name.  Where 
the  name  of  the  parents,  or  the  date  of  the  birth,  is  omitted,  it  was  unknown  to 
my  informant  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  go  personally  to  all  these  families, 
but  in  some  cases  they  were  absent,  and  I  had  to  receive  information  from  others, 
who  were  not  always  able  to  give  it  fully." — Marriages.  "  The  above  is  a  return 
of  all  the  marriages  that  have  been  solemnized  in  this  town  the  past  year.  It  is 
not  so  perfect  as  to  all  the  particulars,  as  the  town  clerk  will  be  able  to  make  another 
year  with  the  assistance  of  the  printed  blanks  sent  from  your  office." — Deaths, 
*^  The  above  is  a  return  of  all  the  deaths  in  this  town.  It  contains  all  the  infor- 
mation I  could  obtain  from  the  sextons,  or  the  friends  of  the  deceased." 

Barre. — 1844.  "The  town  clerk  supposes  there  were  about  80  births." 
— 1845.  Births,  "  The  town  clerk  is  obliged  to  collect  returns  of  births  himself, 
the  school  committee  refusing  to  do  it." — Marriages.  "  Several  marriages  have 
been  solemnized  in  town  the  past  year,  and  no  return  thereof  made  to  the  town 
clerk.  One  clergyman,  although  frequently  requested,  has,  for  three  years  past, 
made  only  one  return,  and  then  but  one  solitary  marriage ;  and  it  is  well  known 
to  the  town  clerk  that  he  has  solemnized  many  in  the  same  time.  Some,  who 
are  inhabitants  of  this  town,  have  been  out  of  the  State  the  past  year  and  got 
married." 

Berlin. — 1842.  Great  remissness  in  making  returns. — 1845.  "Of  the  34 
births,  7  were  returned  me  barely  within  the  time  prescribed,  14  with  numerous 
omissions  in  the  details,  three  weeks  afterwards,  and  3  were  not  reported  at  alL 
The  date  of  solemnization,  and  the  residence  of  the  parties,  were  the  only  facts 
furnished  in  the  clergyman's  return  of  marriages.  The  sexton,  though  reminded 
more  than  once  of  the  requirements  of  tlie  law,  has  made  no  return.  Whether 
returns  to  the  clerk  of  births  and  deaths  would  be  more  faithfully  made,  were  the 
duty  transferred  to  other  hands,  I  do  not  know ;  but,  to  whomsoever  entrusted,  the 
necessity  of  more  effectual  means  of  ensuring  a  performance  is  shown  by  the 
fiicts  above  stated.  Though  a  false  reliance  on  the  aid  and  cooperation  of  others 
delayed  the  work  till  little  time  was  left  me  to  prepare  them,  I  am  happy  in  Im?^ 
ing  eflEbcted,  in  the  accompanying  returns,  an  approximation  to  compJctensM.* 
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Blackstonx. — 1845.  This  was  a  new  town,  set  off  from  Mendon  and  incor- 
porated March,  1845.  ^  But  few  hirths  have  occurred  in  the  town  of  Blackstone. 
I  have  been  informed  by  the  town  cleik  of  Mendon,  that  he  returned  to  you  only 
those  which  occurred  in  the  town  as  it  now  exists.  I  huve^  therefore,  returned 
to  you  all,  which  occurred  in  the  territory  now  constituting  the  town  of  Black- 
stone." — Marriagu  and  Deaths.  ''  I  have  received  the  return  of  but  one  marriage, 
consequently  I  send  you  but  one.  I  have  not  received  the  return  of  any  death  | 
therefore  I  have  none  to  return  to  you." 

Bolton. — 1843.  ''  All  marriages,  that  are  solemnized  in  town,  are  annually 
handed  in  and  recorded ;  but,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  little  attention  has  been  paid  to 
recording  the  births  and  deaths.    Of  43  births,  only  9  are  on  record." 

Dah A.~1842.    ''  No  record  of  births  and  marriages  kept" 

Dudley. — 1845.  **  The  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  as  returned,  may  be  relied 
upon  as  correct  The  births  were  taken  by  the  assessors,  when  they  made  their 
circuit  to  take  their  lists  for  making  taxes.  The  births  taken  by  the  assessors  is 
a  better  and  more  correct  way.  It  would  require  a  penalty  to  make  the  school 
committee  of  this  town  take  in  the  births  according  to  law." 

Hardwick. — 1843,    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  17. 

Harvard. — 1844.  *<The  facts  were  furnished  by  the  assessors." — Marriagei. 
**  The  return  is  the  best  I  can  make  from  the  materials  furnished  by  the  clergy* 
man.  Most  of  the  particulars  I  have  picked  out  of  the  town  records.  If  the  sec- 
retary will  send  roe  some  blanks,  I  will  engage  the  return  shall  be  perfect,  should 
I  hold  my  office  another  year." 

HoLDEir. — 1845.  Births.  **  There  are  two  births  in  the  return  that  have  no 
name." — Marriages.  "  This  return  is  very  defective.  The  clergymen  forget  or 
neglect  to  make  the  proper  inquiries,  and  to  make  regular  returns.  Some  of  the 
defects  are  owing  to  persons  coming  from  other  towns  who  were  thought  not  to 
belong  to  this  return.    I  think  another  year  they  will  be  more  perfect" 

HuBBARDSTON. — 1845.  Deaths.  "Daniel  Mundell  supposed  himself  to  be 
over  93  years  old.  His  children,  (reckoning  from  their  own  age,)  suppose  him 
to  be  about  105  years,  which  accords  very  well  with  the  belief  of  all  persons  who 
knew  him  70  or  80  years  ago." 

Lancaster. — 1845.  Births.  "  These  births  were  gathered  from  sundry  per- 
sons.   The  school  committee  have  not  made  a  single  return." 

Leicester. — 1845.  Marriages.  "  I  have  made  the  returns  as  they  were  made 
to  me.  They  are  not  altogether  perfect" — Deaths.  ''  The  returns  are  not  so  full 
as  I  could  wish,  as  the  sexton  did  not  understand  his  duty.  Probably  will  do 
better  another  year." 

LuifENBURo. — 1845.  Births.  "  But  one  returned,  the  committee  thinking  the 
trouble  of  ascertaining  too  much  for  the  pay." 

Men  DON. — 1844.  "  A  physician  is  chairman  of  the  school  conmiittee  and  made 
the  return.    We  probably  have  got  the  number  nearly  correct" 

MiLLBURT. — 1843.  The  clerk  perambulated  the  town  to  obtain  the  materials 
of  his  return,  and  states  that  it  would  be  cheaper  to  pay  the  fine  of  $10,  than 
make  the  requisite  returns  and  copies. — 1845.  BirUu.  **  The  nnmber  of  births 
retnmed  in  this  town  is  64.  There  are  13  that  took  place,  most  of  them  citisem 
of  this  town,  while  absent  on  visiti  with  their  friends.  ThoB  are  a  Bomber  of 
births  returned  without  a  name." 
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North  Brookfield. — 1843.    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  19. 

Oxford. — 1843.  "  Obtained  by  actual  visit  and  inquiry  by  the  clerk." — ^1845. 
"The  returns,  I  think,  are  very  nearly  correct  I  procured  a  man  to  go  over  the 
town  for  the  births,  as  part  of  the  Schuol  Committee  refused  to  comply  with  the 
statute.  The  marriages  are  returned  promptly  generally ;  some  few  do  not  have 
all  the  necessary  facts  set  forth  in  the  blanks.  The  deaths  were  retained 
promptly." 

Phillipston. — 1842.  Very  imperfect — 1843.  Obtained  by  actual  visit  and 
inquiry  by  the  clerk. 

RoTALSTON. — 1844.  "  Hereafter  I  think  there  will  be  more  attention  paid  to 
the  law  in  regard  to  registration,  as  soon  as  the  officers  and  others  on  whom  it 
imposes  the  duties  of  making  returns  to  the  clerks  become  acquainted  with  what 
is  required  of  them.  The  law  shall  have  my  aid  and  attention  in  carrying  out  its 
designs." 

Rutland. — 1845.  Deaths,  "  The  return  embraces  every  death  which  has  hap- 
pened in  this  town,  and  is  believed  to  be  substantially  correct" 

Shrewsbury. — 1842.  Law  greatly  neglected. — 1845.  "We  have  a  school 
committee  in  each  of  the  7  school  districts,  and  I  regret  that  I  have  received  re- 
turns of  births  from  only  5  of  them,  which  probably  embrace  about  four  fiflhs  of 
the  births.  This  return  is,  therefore,  incomplete.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  registry  act  will  never  be  fully  carried  into  effect,  until  the  law 
imposes  a  penalty  for  neglect  of  duty  on  some  otliers,  whose  duty  is  connected  with 
it,  as  well  as  upon  the  town  clerk,  and  persons  who  solemnize  marriage ;  and  why 
should  it  not  ?" 

SouTHBOROUGH. — 1843.    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  18. 

Sterling. — 1842.  "  Lamentable  neglect" — 1843.  See  Second  Annual  Re- 
port, p.  18. — 1845.  "  I  shall  now  make  a  thorough  inquiry  concerning  the  birtha 
and  deaths  the  current  year  myself,  being  so  much  dissatisfied  with  the  retoma 
sent" 

Sturbridoe. — 1845.  Marriages,  "The  record  is  not  so  full  in  regard  to 
some  particulars  as  the  statute  requires.     It  may  be  more  so  next  year." 

Sutton. — 1842.  "  Returns  must  be  incorrect  until  there  are  some  means  of  en- 
forcing the  law." — 1844.  "  I  think  this  return  does  not  contain  all  the  deaths.  I 
have  taken  most  of  them  from  the  newspapers.  There  are  18  burial  grounds  in 
the  town,  and  no  overseer  to  either  of  them." 

Templeton. — 1842.    No  returns  of  births  and  deaths  for  several  years. 

Westborough. — 1843.    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  20. 

Upton. — 1844.  "  This  blank  is  filled  from  memoranda  kept  by  a  person  for  his 
curiosity.  There  has  not  been  a  death  given  to  me  to  record." — 1845.  "There 
have  not  been  any  returns  of  marriages  or  births  made  by  the  ministers,  justices 
of  the  peace,  or  the  school  committees.    Of  course,  I  could  not  fill  the  blanks." 

Warren. — 1845.  Births. — "  It  is  impossible  to  get  the  exact  particulars  of  3 
or  4,  as  they  are  off  at  a  distance." — Marriages.  "  It  has  been  very  inconvenient 
to  obtain  the  required  information  respecting  marriages,  until  I  received  those 
blanks  from  your  office.  I  now  fill  them  out  at  the  time  of  giving  the  certificate." 
WBSTMiifSTSR. — 1845.  "For  one,  and  in  behalf  of  others,  I  wonld  earnestlf 
request  your  Honor  to  reconunend  to  the  next  General  Court,  to  increue  tlw 
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town  clerk'i  fees,  or  reduce  their  duties.  You  have  stated,  in  your  circular,  that 
'  the  chief  practical  inconvenience  experienced  in  the  operation  of  the  law  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  in  relation  to  certain  particulars  required  in  the  returns  of 
clergymen  and  others  solemnizing  marriages ; '  then  you  go  on  and  suggest  that 
it  is  in  the  power  of  town  clerks  to  obviate  this  difficulty.  How  is  it  to  be  done  ? 
By  taking  the  burden  from  the  men  that  have  large  pay,  and  placing  it  on  poor 
town  clerks  that  have  but  small  pay  ?  Now,  in  all  good  conscience,  is  that  right? 
J  judge  from  experience,  for  I  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  serving  as  town  clerk 
for  over  thirty  years,  and  I  have  had  the  honor  of  uniting  a  number  in  marriage, 
and  I  say,  give  me  the  duty  and  fees  of  the  clergyman  rather  than  those  of  a  town 
clerk.'' 

WiNCHEifDON. — 1844.  ^  The  school  committee  have  not  made  returns  of  the 
number  of  births." 

No  Returns,  in  1842,  from  Dudley  and  Spencer ;  in  1843,  from  Brookfield ;  in 
1844,  of  births  and  deaths  from  ffinchendon ;  and  in  1845,  from  DougUis ;  of  births 
from  JforcesUr,  of  births  and  marriages  from  Upiorij  of  births  and  deaths  from 
Wiesiborovghf  and  of  deaths  from  Blackslone  and  ffinchendon. 

HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Amherst. — 1843.    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  21. 

Belchertown. — 1842.  "No  record  hitherto  kept;  have  made  a  beginning." 
— 1845.  **  The  school  committee  refused  to  make  the  returns  according  to  law ; 
and  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  make  them  complete  and  full." 

CuMMiifGTON. — 1842.  **  Very  imperfect ;  great  neglect." — 1845.  "  The  return 
is  probably  nearer  complete  than  last  year,  although  it  may  be  deficient  in  aotap 
particulars.  I  have  endeavored  to  have  the  returns  made  to  me  comply,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  with  the  law,  but  in  many  respects  they  fall  short,  and  much  of  the 
information  in  regard  to  deaths  and  births  I  have  collected  myself." 

EASTHAMFTOif. — 1843.  "  No  record  has  ever  been  kept"  See  Second  An- 
nual Report,  p.  22. — 1845.  "There  have  been  but  three  marriages  in  this  town 
this  year.  I  have  returned  two ;  the  other  one  has  not  been  returned  to  me.  It 
is  made  the  duty  of  the  sex^n  to  return  the  deaths  to  the  clerk.  We  have  no 
such  officer  in  this  town,  but  my  returns  are  probably  as  correct  as  if  we  had." 

Ejvfield. — 1844.    **  TheT-etums  of  births  very  imperfect" 

Goshen. — 1845.  "  I  send  a  very  imperfect  return  of  marriages.  T  have  thus 
far  depended  upon  those  who  solemnize  marriages  to  furnish  the  necessary  infor- 
mation, which  they  have  neglected,  and  my  returns  will  be  unsatisfactory  to  you ; 
but  I  think,  by  making  the  necessary  inquiries  at  the  time  of  publishing,  I  shall 
hereafler  be  able  to  send  you  a  more  perfect  return." 

GaAifBT. — 1842.  See  First  Annual  Report,  p.  7. — 1845.  Births.  "The record 
of  the  marriages  I  have  no  doubt  is  correct ;  and  so  also,  I  believe,  is  the  record 
of  the  deaihSf  with  perhaps  the  exception  of  the  disease,  or  cause  of  death,  in 
some  cases,  for  on  that  subject  I  have  had  to  depend  usually  on  common  report 
Physicians  are  not  bound  to  make  report,  neither  are  sextons ;  but  we  have  so 
sexton  in  Granby.    There  may  also  be  some  inaccuracicf  as  to  ages  in  8om6 
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cases,  for  where  the  person  was  bom  elsewhere,  there  is,  of  coarse,  no  record  to 
report  As  to  the  births,  I  am  very  confident  I  have  not  got  them  all.  Our 
school  committee  declined  having  any  thing  to  do  with  the  business,  tbiokingy 
perhaps,  that  it  was  not  one  of  their*  appropriate  duties.  I  have  had  some  two  or 
three  births  reported  to  me  by  the  parents,  and  some  two  or  three  more  in  my 
immediate  neighborhood  I  have  obtained  by  neighborhood  inquiries ;  but  for  the 
rest,  I  have  obtained  them  from  the  physicians  by  special  inquiries  made  of  them, 
and  they  may  be  correct,  or  they  may  not  be  correct,  for  they  reported  in  part 
from  their  memory,  and  in  part  from  their  books.  The  law  on  this  subject,  as  it 
now  stands,  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be ;  it  will  not  accomplish  the  object,  for  foil 
and  accurate  returns,  under  its  provisions,  will  never  be  obtained.  The  old  law, 
making  it  penal  on  parents,  housekeepers,  &c.  who  shall  not  enter  for  record,  at 
the  town  clerk's  office,  the  births  and  deaths  in  their  families  as  they  shall  occur, 
has  become  obsolete,  if  it  ever  was  enforced ;  it  is  now  a  mere  dead  letter.  But 
I  believe  that,  were  that  law  re-enacted,  with  a  condition  that  all  who  complied 
with  its  provisions  within  a  given  length  of  time,  say  thirty  or  sixty  days,  or  even 
before  the  expiration  of  the  year,  should  receive  a  compensation  for  so  doing,  not 
less  than  that  now  proffered  to  school  committees,  while  those  who  neglected  it 
should  suffer  the  penalty  for  their  neglect,  and  making  it  penal  on  town  clerks 
who  should  not  prosecute  for  and  collect  the  penalties,  it  would  be  usefuL 
But  the  law  should  be  printed  and  distributed,  and  posted  up  in  every  place  of 
public  resort  in  the  Commonwealth,  so  that  every  person  might  see  it  and  have 
a  knowledge  of  its  provisions.  Such  a  law,  I  think,  would  prove  efficient,  and 
accomplish  its  object  The  genera]  practice  under  the  old  law,  so  far  as  I  know, 
or  can  learn,  was  for  families  to  have  each  a  family  record  on  the  books  of  the 
town  where  they  lived,  where  were  recorded  all  the  births  and  deaths  of  that 
family  as  they  occurred.  For  this  service,  the  town  clerk  received  from  Uie  town 
a  compensation  of  eight  cents  for  each  record  so  made,  and  here  ended  all  his 
duties  on  that  subject  But  under  the  present  law,  many  new  duties  are  required 
of  him  ;  many  additional  facts,  never  before  matters  of  record,  are  by  him  to  be 
looked  up  and  ascertained,  and,  when  ascertained,  entries  are  to  be  made  of  them. 
And  the  records  must  now  all  be  made  and  kept  in  quite  a  different  form  from 
what  they  formerly  were ;  and  still  the  old-fashioned  family  records  will  probably 
have  to  be  kept  up,  as  a  matter  of  special  convenience,  as  well  to  towns  as  to 
families.  And,  lastly,  under  the  present  law,  attested  copies  of  the  whole  record 
of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  in  the  town,  for  the  ^ear,  are  by  the  town  clerk 
annually  to  be  made  out  and  transmitted  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  under  a  penalty  of  ten  dollars.  Under  the  old  law,  a  fair  com- 
pensation, and  notliing  more,  was  made  to  town  clerks  for  their  services ;  but 
under  the  present  law,  while  their  services  are  more  tlian  tripled,  no  addition 
whatever  is  made  to  their  compensation ;  and  even  more,  a  penalty  of  ten  dollan 
is  inflicted  if  they  neglect  or  decline  doing  this  additional  work  for  notliing. 

^  It  has  occurred  to  me  since  I  began  writing  this  note,  that  very  few  memben 
of  the  legislature  who  enacted  this  law,  (a  peculiar  feature  of  which  is  the  impo* 
sition  of  a  fine  for  the  non-performance  of  certain  extra  duties,  for  which,  if 
formed,  no  compensation  whatever  is  to  be  made,)  were  ever  Unon  dttitf  or 
intended  to  be." 
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Norwich. — 1845.  **  The  namber  of  births  is  nearly  correct,  but  the  retnm  is 
not  as  full  as  I  trast  it  will  hereafter  be.  The  number  of  marriages  and  deaihi 
I  think  are  correct" 

Pblhah — 1845.  "  There  has  been  one  other  marriage  in  this  town,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, but  the  minister,  who  lives  in  Amherst,  has  not  made  his  return  to  me. 
The  certificate  of  publishment  was  given  before  the  last  suggestion  of  yours  for 
the  clerk  to  make  the  entries  of  ages,  dz.c.  In  this  return,  the  place  of  marriage 
is  required,  but  as  the  register  has  not  that  on  record,  I  have  not  been  able  to  in- 
form you  of  all.  In  regard  to  Deaths,  we  have  no  sexton  in  this  town,  and  there 
has  been  no  return  to  me  nor  to  my  predecessor,  as  appears  from  the  register." 

PiiAiiiFiEij). — 1845.  Births.  *'Only  two  births  have  been  reported  to  the 
town  clerk,  since  the  1st  of  March,  1844,  and  neither  of  these  by  the  school 
committee,  or  by  their  direction,  although  20  or  25  have  taken  place  since  any 
report  has  been  made  to  the  town  clerk." 

South  Hadlet. — 1845.'  Births,  ^*  The  return  made  by  the  school  committee, 
and  believed  to  be  full  and  correct,  with  the  exception  of  one  bom  in  a  family 
that  has  left  town,  which  will  make  the  whole  number  45." — Marriages.  "  In 
addition  to  the  above,  I  believe  there  was  one  marriage  solemnized  by  a  methodist 
clergyman,  which  has  not  been  returned." — Deaths.  *^  No  deaths  have  been  re- 
turned to  the  clerk,  but  such  were  recorded  as  accidentally  came  to  his  knowledge. 
But  one  death  from  the  third  parish,  with  about  one  third  of  the  population,  is  here 
returned." 

SouTHAMPTOir. — 1843.    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  22. 

Wars.— 184a  ''No  record  of  births  and  deaths  is  kept"— 184.5.  Deaths. 
^  I  cannot  fill  this  blank,  if  I  attempted  it,  as  returns  have  not  been  made  to  me.  I 
think  the  number  will  not  vary  3  from  35." 

WxsTHAMPTorv. — 1845.  ''Not  a  single  instance  of  a  birth  or  death  has  been 
returned  to  me  during  the  year.  The  facts  have  been  ascertained  wholly  by  my  own 
inquiries." 

WoRTHiiiGTox — 1842  and  1843.    "  No  record  is  kept  of  births  or  deaths." 

No  Returns,  in  1842, from  JSTorunch and  Ware;  in  1843,  from  HadUy;  in  1844, 
from  Plaii^eld  and  Prescotlf  and  of  births  from  Belchertoum;  and  in  1845  from 
Presently  and  births  from  Chesterfidd. 

HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 

Blandford. — 1845.  "  It  is  out  of  my  power  to  ascertain  and  make  correct  re- 
turns, of  either  births,  marriages,  or  deaths,  but  you  have  them  according  to  the 
best  information  I  can  get" 

Granville. — 1845.  "I  have  tried  to  get  a  correct  record  of  deaths,  but  can 
persuade  no  one  to  make  returns.  There  is  no  sexton  in  town,  and  no  particular 
one  to  take  charge  of  burials.  There  are  7  or  8  burying-yards.  The  people  live 
scattered,  and  I  do  not  hear  of  half  the  deaths  that  take  place." 

Ludlow. — 1845.  "  The  date  of  the  registry  is  all  the  same.  There  has  been 
a  culpable  negligence,  on  the  part  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  by  law  to  make  the 
xetoms.  There  have  been  but  two  returns  of  marriages  made  according  to  law, 
and  those  by  Charles  AldeDy  Esq.;  the  xest  of  the  retmrns  I  have  been  obliged  to  get 
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as  I  coold,  which  has  compelled  me  to  delay  sending  the  returns  to  this  late  hour. 
It  has  been  the  same  with  the  other  returns  of  births  and  deaths.  Shall  the  law 
be  strictly  enforced,  and  by  whom  ?  ^ 

MoNSON. — 1845.  **  The  above  return  is  not  complete.  Many  of  the  Bextons 
are  not  willing  to  keep  a  record  and  make  the  return  as  required.  It  seems,  from 
the  law,  that  there  is  no  penalty  if  they  do  not  discharge  their  duty  in  this  respectr 
and  they  so  understand  it." 

Palmer. — 1842.    "  No  record  of  deaths  by  clerk  or  physician." 

South  WICK. — 1843.  "  No  record  is  kept  of  births  or  deaths." — 1845.  Mcarnaget. 
"  The  age  and  name  of  the  parents  were  not  returned,  but  I  have  ascertained,  as 
far  as  possible,  and  put  them  down." 

Springfield. — 1843.  See  Second  Annual  Report,  pp.  8  and  23. — 1845. 
"  The  return  of  births  and  deaths,  I  believe  to  be  nearly  correct ;  and  that  of 
marriages  far  from  it  I  return  all  to  you,  just  as  they  were  returned  to  me. 
Some  of  our  clergy,  and  justices  of  the  peace,  do  not  make  any  return  of  those 
they  marry,  therefore  I  cannot  make,  as  I  wish,  a  full  and  correct  return  to  you." 

Tolland. — 1845.  Marriages,  "One  of  our  justices  of  the  peace  has  solem- 
nized one  marriage ;  and  I  have  frequently  requested  him  to  make  returns  to  me, 
but  he  has  neglected  to  do  it  The  law  is  not  properly  understood  in  regard  to 
returns,  and  I  have  been  to  a  good  deal  of  trouble  to  make  them  understood  as 
they  are,  but  they  are  not  as  they  ought  to  be." — Deaths.  "  We  have  no  sexton  in 
town,  and  it  devolves  on  the  clerk  to  ascertain  for  himself.  My  predecessor  did 
not  keep  a  record  of  deaths,  and  threw  it  on  me.  I  have  had  but  a  short  time  to 
ascertain  all  the  particulars  required  by  law,  but  will  endeavor  to  be  more  correct 
for  the  future." 

Westfield. — 1842.    "  No  record  of  births  or  deaths  for  several  years." 

West  Springfield. — 1845.  "The  Reverend  Gentlemen  do  not  make  their 
returns  as  tliey  should  do." 

No  RETURNS,  in  1842,  from  Granville^  SoiUhmck  and  Tolland;  in  1843,  from 
Palmer ;  in  1844,  from  Southmck,  and  of  births  from  Brim/ield;  and  in  1845,  from 
Russdlj  of  birtlis  from  Hollnndj  of  deaths  from  Palmer^  and  of  marriages  from 
Chester. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

AsHFiELD. — 1843.  **  No  attention  is  paid  to  making  returns  of  births  or  deaths, 
to  tlie  town  clerk." 

Bernardston. — 1843.  ''No  attention  is  given  to  making  returns.  Town 
clerks  should  be  paid  for  making  returns." — 1845.  Births.  "The  return  was 
prepared  by  Dr.  E.  W.  (carpenter  of  this  town,  and  is,  I  believe,  very  accuraie.  He 
took  great  pains  to  make  it  so,  and  exhibited  a  very  praise-worthy  desire  to  aid  me 
in  making  my  return  ftdl  and  complete.  If  every  town  would  be  as  thorotigh,  we 
should,  in  a  few  years,  have  a  very  valuable  body  of  statistical  information." 
— Marriages.  "  The  return  I  believe  to  be  perfectly  accurate.  Our  clergymen 
have  exhibited  a  laudable  desire  to  comply  with  the  law  in  every  particukr." 
— Deaths.  *'  The  return  I  believe  to  be  perfecU^  aecuraU  except  in  one  case,  wiiera 
the  montlw  and  dayi  of  a  perron's  age  could  not  be  obtained." 
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BvcKLAVD. — 1843.  ^  No  record  hu  been  kept" — 1845.  ^  The  above  are  all  the 
returns  made,  which  are  probably  not  one-half  the  deaths,  that  have  occurred 
during  the  year.  They  are  imperfect,  and  not  made  according  to  law,  although 
often  spoken  to  on  the  subject  I  do  not  offer  this  as  a  return,  but  to  show  how 
near  our  sextons  approach  the  requirements  of  the  law." 

Charlemont. — 1843.  Marriages.  "  Many  marriages  are  solemnized  in  Ver- 
mont"— 1845.  ^  Some  of  our  inhabitants  have  been  married  out  of  town  during 
the  year,  so  that  no  certificates  were  returned  to  me.  In  those  cases,  T  have  made 
no  record  or  return.  The  returns  are  as  complete  and  perfect  as  I  could  make 
them." 

CoLERAiiTE. — 1843.  "  No  record  of  births  and  deaths,  has  been  kept" — 1845. 
''  In  consequence  of  the  returns  being  made  at  so  late  a  date,  I  am  unable  to 
make  the  remarks  I  intended.  I  believe  they  are  made  correctly,  as  far  as 
respects  the  number  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  from  the  20th  of  Aug.  1844. 
I  find  no  record  made  by  my  predecessor  in  office,  of  any  marriage  from  the  1st  of 
May,  to  the  28th  of  August,  1844 ;  hence  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  make  a  return 
of  the  marriages  in  that  time.  So  far  as  it  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  those  who 
solemnize  marriage,  have  been  very  punctual  in  making  returns.  I  think  there 
will  hereafter  be  no  difficulty  in  making  proper  and  correct  returns." 

CorrwAT. — 1843.  One  clergyman  only  has  made  a  return  of  marriages.  But 
little  attention  has  been  given  to  the  subject  by  parents. 

Deerfield. — 1842.  Nothing  on  town  record. — 1843.  *'No  return  of  deaths 
to  the  town  clerk." 

Erving. — 1843.  **  Great  neglect  through  the  town.  No  return  of  marriages 
or  deaths,  and  only  one  birth." — 1844.  ''The  attention  of  the  minister  has  been 
twice  called  to  the  subject  by  the  town  clerk,  but  he  still  neglects  to  make  any 
return  of  marriages." — 1845.  Births,  '' The  return  was  made  by  School  Com« 
mittee." — Marriages.  "  The  return  embraces  all  the  marriages  in  the  town  the 
past  year,  I  have  given  them  as  they  were  returned  to  me."— i>eat^.  "  The  re- 
turn was  made  by  the  sexton,  and  I  think  includes  all  the  deaths.  I  will  send 
for  some  blanks,  and  endeavor  to  have  the  returns  more  perfect  hereafter." 

Giix. — 1845.  "  Wishing  that  the  Registry  Laws  might  be  carried  into  practical 
operation,  and  become  as  perfect  as  may  be,  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest 
that  some  alteration  is  expedient  If  I  understand  the  law,  the  sextons  are 
directed  to  make  the  return  of  deaths  to  the  Town  Clerks,  and  that  where  no 
sextons  exist,  there  is  no  remedy.  In  the  town  of  Gill,  and  in  many  other  towns, 
there  are  no  sextons,  and  consequently  if  the  Clerks  did  not,  at  their  own  volun- 
tary expense,  procure  all  the  information  requisite  for  carrying  the  law  into  effect, 
it  would  not  be  doue.  I  have  employed  the  School  Committee  at  my  own  expense, 
this  and  last  year,  to  procure  correct  returns  of  deaths,  when  they  returned  the 
births.  I  do  hope,  that  our  Legislature  will  either  empower  School  Committees 
to  take  and  make  returns  of  deaths,  at  the  same  time  they  make  returns  of  births, 
or  that  the  Assessors  may  be  empowered  to  make  the  return  of  births  and  deaths, 
which  I  think,  the  best  method  yet  suggested.  In  case  these  propositions  should 
be  rejected,  I  would  suggest  thst  Town  Clerks  be  empowered  to  get  the  neces- 
sary information  at  the  expense  of  the  town." 
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Greenfield. — 1845.  Births.  "  No  return  made  by  School  Committee.  The 
above  arc  the  only  returns  received  by  me,  and  these  were  received  from  Dr.  E. 
W.  Carpenter,  a  physician  living  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Bemardaton.** 
— Marriages.  "  The  number  of  marriages  has  been  about  12;  the  majority  go  out 
of  the  State  to  be  married." — Deaths.  "No  return  has  been  made  of  deaths;  the 
number  is  supposed  to  be  about  21." 

Heath.— 1843.  Sec  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  23.— 1845.  "  There  has  beeo 
no  return  of  marriages  during  the  past  year." 

Mo!«TAGU£. — 1843.  "The  law  is  disregarded." — 1845.  "There  appeara  to 
be  a  great  indifference  about  collecting  and  returning  the  information  on  the 
subjects  required.  I  hope  that  another  year  will  afford  an  understanding,  that 
will  induce  more  attention,  and  that  the  fruits  may  be  better." 

NoRTUFiELD. — 1843.  "Great  remissness  in  making  returns." — 1845.  "There 
has  been  no  returns  of  births  or  deaths,  the  past  year." 

Orange. — 1845.  "The  deaths  were  not  returned  until  1  had  made  out  ray 
return.  The  return  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be,  but  I  think  tlie  sextons  will  under- 
stand their  duty  and  comply  in  future." 

RowE. — 1845.  Marriages.  "  To  account  for  the  small  number  of  marriages,  I 
can  only  refer  you  to  the  Registry  Law  of  1844,  and  to  the  map  of  the  Common- 
wealth." 

Shelburne. — 1842.  Time  for  returns  should  be  altered. — 1843.  "Until  the 
law  is  altered,  and  then  enforced  by  adequate  penalties,  the  returns  cannot  be 
relied  upon." 

SuNOERLAND. — 1845.  Deoihs.  "  The  above  are  all  that  have  been  returned  to 
me,  but  more  dcatlis  have  occurred  in  town." 

Warwick. — 1845.  Deaths.  "The  montlis  and  days  are  not  generally  re- 
turned." 

WzNnELL. — 1843.  The  clerk  complains  of  great  neglect  of  the  law,  and  says 
that  the  remedy  is  for  the  Legislature  "  to  cause  the  fines  to  be  collected." 

No  Returns,  in  1842,  from  Coleraine,  Heath  and  JK'orthfeld ;  in  1843,  from 
Crtenjield;  in  1844,  from  Deerfield;  and  in  1845,  from  Conway^  of  births  from 
Montague^  of  marriages  from  Heath  and  Monroe ^  of  births  and  deaths  from  JVbrtt- 
Jteldf  and  of  deatlis  from  Greenfield. 
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Adams. — 1845.  Births.  "  I  believe  our  return  of  births  is  quite  full." — Mar- 
riages.  "  You  will  perceive  that  the  return  of  marriages  is  very  few,  compared 
with  the  births  and  deaths.  The  reason  for  this  is,  that  wc  arc  situated  almost  on 
the  borders  of  the  States  of  New  York  and  Vermont,  and  tlie  largest  proportion 
go  out  of  the  State,  as  is  very  much  tlie  custom.  We  cannot,  therefore,  get  more 
than  one  fourth  part  of  the  marriages  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Adama." 
— Deaths.  "  I  believe  the  return  of  deaths  is  very  nearly  correct,  as  far  aa  could 
be  aacertained." 
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Becket.— 1845.  Deaths.  « The  return  comprises  all  the  deaths  that  have 
occurred.  It  is  not  as  full  as  I  could  wish,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  sextons, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  furnish  the  necessary  information.  I  have,  however,  added  all 
the  statistics  I  was  able  to  obtain  from  otiier  sources." 

Clarksburoh.— 184Q.  "No  birth,  death,  or  marriage  on  record."— 1845. 
"  No  deaths  returned  to  my  office.  No  marriages  in  our  town ;  they  all  go  to 
Vermont." 

Dalto.n.— 1842.    "  No  return  of  births  or  deaths." 

Egremont.— 1842.  "No  returns;  shall  comply  hereafter."— 1845.  Mar- 
riages. "  The  above  arc  all  the  marriages  I  consider  returnable  according  to  the 
requisition  of  the  law,  although  others  have  occurred  among  our  citizens." 

Florida. — 1845.  "The  School  Committee  have  made  no  return.  I  have  re- 
corded when  tlio  parents  have  made  application.  It  is  believed  the  whole  number 
is  nearly  correct."— JV/omflgw.  "  Certificates  of  the  above  were  returned,  simply 
stating  that  they  had  joined  such  persons  in  marriage,  at  such  a  time.  I  have 
filled  the  blank  as  far  as  I  could,  from  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  parties." 

Great  Barrington. — 1845.  Marriages.  "  Probably  more,  but  I  can  get  no 
returns  as  vet" 

Lee. — 1845.    Marriages.    "  I  find,  from  the  record  of  publishments,  that  there 

were  14  during  the  year,  a  part  of  whom  went  to  the  state  of  New  York  to  be 

married,  and  a  part  to  other  towns  in  this  state,  where  one  of  the  parties  reside." 

Lenox. — 1842.     "  No  return  of  birtlis  or  deaths  made." 

New  Marlboro*. — 1845.    Births.    "There  has  been  but  a  partial  return  of 

births." — Marriages.    "  Return  not  yet  full." 

Peru. — 1844.  Births.  Good  return,  signed  by  School  Committee  and  town 
clerk. 

Sandisfield. — 1845.  "  I  send  you  the  returns  with  as  much  particularity  as  I 
am  able  to  do,  under  all  the  circumstances  in  which  I  find  myself  placed.  There 
is  not,  and  never  has  been,  (judging  from  the  records,)  any  regularity  or  punc- 
tuality on  the  part  of  tliose  whose  duty  it  is,  and  has  been,  to  make  returns  of 
births,  marriages,  deaths,  &c.,  to  the  clerk's  office  in  this  place.  No  return  of 
births  made  from  any  source,  for  the  year  preceding  May  1st,  1845,  to  this  date. 
The  intention  of  the  several  legislative  bodies  which  have  passed  upon  this 
matter,  can  never  be  fully  carried  out,  nor  the  expectations  of  the  country  realized, 
until  more  efficient  measures  are  put  forth  and  duly  executed.  It  strikes  me,  that 
it  should  be  made,  by  enactment,  the  special  duty  of  some  one  of  the  town 
officers  in  each  town,  to  see  that  the  present  law,  (and  other  laws  enacted,  if 
necessary,)  be  punctually  obeyed  in  this  respect,  and  that  a  sufficient  penalty  be 
attached,  to  make  said  officer  discharge  his  duties  in  the  premises." 

Savoy. — 1845.  Births.  "  As  the  law  is,  it  devolves  on  tlie  School  Committee 
to  make  tlic  returns  to  the  town  clerk.  They  say  they  will  rot  do  it;  so  I  got  a 
few  births,  but  presume  not  half  that  have  occurred." — Marriages,  "  Some  more 
marriages  have  taken  place  in  this  town,  but  have  not  been  returned  to  me.  As 
there  is  no  one  to  put  the  law  in  force,  it  is  impossible  to  make  return  of  all  the 
marriages.  Some  methodist  ministers  make  no  returns  at  all  to  me." — Dtaths. 
"  Some  more  deaths  have  occurred  in  town.  People  pay  but  little  attention  to 
the  law." 
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West  Stockbridbe. — 1845.  ''The  retunis  are  not  perfect,  bot  as  neariy  fo 
as  ifl  possible,  unless  the  town  clerk  will  take  upon  himself  to  discharge  all  the 
duties  in  this  behalf,  by  law,  imposed  upon  clergymen,  justices,  parents,  home- 
holders,  Alc." 

WiLLiAMSTOWN. — 1845.  Dtoihs.  ''  The  above  are  all  the  deaths  that  have 
taken  place  in  this  town  during  the  specified  time,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  ex- 
tends. It  is  not  as  perfect  as  could  be  wished.  The  sextons  have  not  been  as 
prompt  as  they  ought;  and  when  I  took  the  town  books,  in  March  last,  I  found  no 
record  of  deaths,  during  the  time  specified ;  hence  it  has  been  with  much  difficulty, 
that  I  have  obtained  the  above.  I  have  seen  the  sextons,  and  endeavored  to  point 
out  their  duty." 

No  Returits,  in  1842,  from  Jldams,  Chtshirty  Haneockj  Shtffiddy  WeH  iStodk- 
bridgej  and  Windsor ;  in  1843,  from  Adams,  Cheshire,  Stockbridge,  and  Jfindmr ; 
in  1844,  from  Adams,  Bo^n  Comer,  Cheshire,  and  Windsor;  and  in  1845,  from 
Boston  Comer,  Cheshire,  Mount  Washington,  and  Th/ringham,  of  births,  from 
Sandisfield,  of  marriages,  from  DaUon  and  Hancock,  of  births  and  deaths  frran 
Chreai  Barrington,  and  of  marriages  and  deaths  from  Clarksburg, 
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Canton.— 1843.  See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  27.— 1845.  Deaths.  "  The 
return  is  believed  to  be  correct,  as  the  sexton  has  been  regular  in  making  his 
reports." 

MEnwAT. — 1842.    "  Only  2  deaths  and  2  births  returned  for  2  years." 

Milton. — 1843.    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  29. 

Stoughton. — 1845.  Births.  "The  return  of  births  was  certified  by  the 
School  Committee,  and  is  believed  to  be  correct." — Deaths.  "  No  returns  made 
by  the  sextons.  There  may  be  a  very  few  not  obtained  by  me,  but  it  is  believed 
to  be  nearly  correct" 

Wetmouth. — 1845.  "The  return  of  marriages  is  not  quite  complete,  as  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  there  has  been  some  marriages  solemnized  by  one  or 
two  individuals,  who  have  either  died  or  removed  from  the  place,  without  making 
any  return.  The  returns  that  have  been  made,  fail  in  some  of  the  required  par- 
ticulars. I  Lave  obtained  those  that  I  was  able  to  ascertain.  The  return  of  biithi 
I  believe  to  be  full  and  complete.  The  return  of  deaths  is  also  probably  complete 
in  the  number  cf  the  deaths,  but  not  in  some  other  particulars.  The  sextons  in 
town,  some  of  tlem  wholly,  and  others  partially,  failed  in  making  the  required 
returns,  alleging  that  the  compensation  was  very  inadequate  to  the  labor  necessaiy. 
I  was,  in  conseqience,  obliged  to  procure  other  means  of  information,  which  I 
obtained  principally  from  Uie  School  Committee,  who  readily  undertook  to  snpply 
the  failure  of  the  sextons.  It  seems  that  it  might  be  preferable  to  make  it  the 
duty  of  the  assessors  to  collect  the  deaths,  as  they  are  now  obliged  to  the  militia, 
both  of  which  might  be  obtained  at  one  time.  1  trust  that  in  future  the  retnna 
may  be  more  complete,  as  people  become  acquainted  with  the  law,  and  its  objecbL* 

Wrxhtbaic    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  29.— 1845.    '<  The  retnnie  an  if 
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perfect  as  the  circamstances  will  admit,  but  not  so  perfect  as  we  hope  to  be  able 
to  make  in  future.    We  have  eight  cemeteries  in  town.** 

No  Retuiuts,  in  1842,  from  Cantotij  MUion,  Rcmdolphy  and  WdpoU ;  in  1844, 
from  fFalpoU ;  and  in  1845,  from  WalpoUy  and  of  deaths  from  Roxbury. 
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Attle BOROUGH. — 1843.  "  Great  inattention  in  making  returns  of  births  and 
deaths." 

Berkley. — 1845.  Marriages,  "  Having  no  settled  minister,  during  the  past 
year,  the  marriages  have  been  mostly  solemnized  by  the  clergymen  of  the  adjoin- 
ing towns.    This  makes  our  return  so  small." 

Dartmouth. — 1842.    "  No  births  or  deaths  recorded  for  a  number  of  years." 

Pairhaven.— 1843.  "  The  returns  are  not  made  to  the  town  clerk  in  season 
fat  his  return  to  the  Secretary." — 1845.  "  The  number  of  births  has  (I  believe) 
been  correctly  returned,  as  one  member  of  the  School  Committee  took  the  whole 
burden  upon  himself,  and  performed  his  duty  faithfully,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  law  did  not,  at  the  same  time,  require  him  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
deaths  that  have  occurred  in  the  town  the  past  year ;  for,  as  the  law  now  stands, 
(so  far  as  it  relates  to  deaths,)  it  cannot  be  complied  with  without  subjecting  the 
sextons  of  burying  grounds  to  inconveniencies  for  which  they  do  not  receive  an 
adequate  compensation.  I  have  received  returns  of  deaths  from  five  sextons,  and, 
with  one  exception,  the  year  had  closed  before  they  made  them,  and  you  will 
perceive,  by  the  returns,  that  they  were  all  recorded  at  four  different  times  only. 
Two  of  them  sent  very  imperfect  returns,  but,  where  it  has  been  practicable,  I 
have  obtained  the  information  which  they  omitted.  One  of  them  sent  in  five  that 
occurred  in  New  Bedford.  I  recorded  them,  and  copied  them  on  the  returns  now 
made  to  you  before  I  was  aware  of  the  fact ;  but  you  will  perceive  that  they  are 
not  numbered  in  the  left  hand  column,  nor  included  in  the  number  at  the  top  of 
the  returns.  They  oflen  have  to  attend  funerals  two  or  three  miles  from  their 
places  of  residence,  and,  generally,  do  not  get  there  until  the  services  have  com- 
menced. Consequently,  they  have  no  opportunity  of  getting  any  information  from 
the  friends  of  the  deceased,  unless  they  visit  them  expressly  for  that  purpose. 
And,  as  there  is  no  penalty  for  refusing,  and  the  amount  allowed  them  for  their 
trooble  is  so  small,  the  prospect  seems  to  be  that  they  will  neglect  making  per- 
fect returns  unless  they  take  an  interest  in  it,  which  will  lead  them  to  make  ex- 
ertions without  the  fear  of  penalties,  or  the  hope  of  rewards.  There  are  also 
yards  in  other  towns,  near  the  line  of  this  town,  which  some  of  the  citizens  of 
this  town  use,  and  from  the  sextons  of  those  yards  no  returns  have  been  received, 
although  there  have  been  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  buried  in  them  the 
past  year.  Two  inhabitants  of  the  town  have  died  at  sea,  whose  deaths  are  not 
included  in  the  returns.  As  regards  marriages,  I  think  there  may  possibly  have 
been  four  or  five  solemnized,  of  which  no  returns  have  been  made  to  the  town 
clerk.  Persons  performing  that  duty  have  seemed  very  unwilling  to  obey  the 
law  strictly,  as  you  will  see  by  the  returns.    Some  of  them  made  none  until  the 
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close  of  the  year,  and  others  have  felt  delicate  about  asking  the  questions  which 
tliey  are  required  to.  But  the  last  named  objection  is  now  removed,  as  the  re- 
quired information  is  added  to  the  certificate  given  to  the  parties  to  be  married." 

Fall  River.— 1H42.  See  First  Annual  Report,  p.  58.-184:3.  Sec  Second 
Annual  Report,  p.  24. — 1845.  Birlks*  "  There  were  4  births  reported  as  having 
occurred  in  other  towns  in  the  State  not  included  in  the  above.  The  family  now 
live  here,  and  probably  will  not  be  returned.  The  population  of  Fall  River,  in 
May,  1845,  was  10,153.  In  1844,  it  was  1),054.  Increase  in  1  year,  1,01>9.  Polls, 
2,724.  Children  between  4  and  IG  years,  2,724.  Enrolled  in  militia,  1649.  Taxes 
voted  in  1844,  $24,000 ;  in  1845,  ^8,500.''— Mairiagcs,  "  The  imperfections  in 
the  foregoing  return  arc  chargeable  to  the  persons  solemnizing  marriages.  Cir- 
culars containing  the  law,  and  also  a  '  form'  have  been  issued  by  the  town  clerk  to 
all  tlie  stated  clergymen  in  town.  I  am  satisfied,  in  my  own  mind,  that  this  re- 
turn does  not  comprise  one  half  of  the  marriages  which  have  been  solemnized 
during  the  year  ending  Ist  of  May,  from  the  fact  that  tliere  were  IfiO  publish- 
ments during  that  period." — Deaths,  "  From  a  glance  at  the  foregoing  return,  it 
will  be  perceived  that  one  sexton  has  been  culpably  negligent  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty.  One  half  of  these  deaths  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  cleric 
throujirh  other  sources  than  that  of  tlie  sexton.  Due  dili<;cncc  has  been  observed 
in  giving  all  necessary  instructions  to  the  sexton  touching  the  law,  including  forms, 
but  to  little  or  no  purpose.  He  promises,  however,  to  do  better  in  future,  if  pro- 
vided with  the  blanks,  of  which  the  Secretary  of  State  has  furnished  a  spccimeo." 

Mansfield. — 1843.  "  No  births  or  deaths  returned  to  town  clerk." — 1845. 
Deaths.  "  I  cannot  get  a  perfect  return  from  tlie  sextons.  I  did  my  best  with 
them,  but  this  return  is  very  imperfect.  The  number  of  deatlis  last  year,  from 
the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  was  23." 

New  Bkdford.— 1843.  See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  20.— 1845.  "These 
returns  are  not  as  complete,  in  all  respects,  as  I  could  have  wished  them  to  be;  I 
have,  however,  endeavored  to  make  thern  as  much  so  as  possible,  all  things  con- 
sidered. The  number  of  Births^  1  believe,  arc  correctly  given  ;  but  this  cannot 
be  said  of  either  the  marriages  or  deaths.  While  many  of  our  clergymen  here 
have  made  their  monthly  returns  promptly,  and,  I  believe,  correctly,  and  have 
manifested  a  disposition  and  a  willingness  to  render  every  aid  in  tlieir  power  in 
this  matter,  otiicrs  have  eitlier  wholly  or  partially  disregarded  the  law  requiring 
such  returns.  The  number  of  Marriages  returned  you  will  perceive  to  be  114, 
which  is  undoubtedly  far  short  of  tlie  actual  number.  The  number  who  entered 
at  tliis  office  their  intentions  of  marriage,  during  tlie  past  year,  was  187.  Now 
supposing  the  number  of  those  who  were  published  in  tliis  town  and  married  in 
another  to  be  equal  to  tliose  who  were  published  in  some  otlier  town,  and  mar- 
ried in  this,  and  supposing  also  that  one  tenth  of  the  whole  number  published 
remain  unmarried,  we  should  have  1<)9  as  tlie  actual  number  of  marriages  during 
the  year,  which  is  most  probably  very  near  the  trutii.  Tiio  number  of  Deaths  le^ 
turned  will  vary  much  less,  I  think,  from  the  actual  number,  than  that  of  the  mai^ 
riages.  All  the  sextons  of  the  regularly  established  cemeteries  and  burying 
places  have  made  their  returns  regularly,  with  a  single  exception ;  and  this  indi- 
vidual haa  pledged  himself  that,  for  the  future,  he  will  comply  with  the  law. 
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There  are,  however,  undoubtedly  many  interments  which  are  made  in  family  bury- 
ing-places,  of  which  no  returns  are  made  to  thie  office.  In  conclusion,  1  would 
simply  add  that  my  best  endeavors  will  be  used  to  carry  out  the  designs  of  the 
Legislature,  in  establishing  the  law  requiring  the  aforesaid  returns.** 

NoRTOir. — 1845.  *'  In  Norton,  there  are  about  20  burying  grounds,  mostly 
family  burying  grounds,  and  no  sexton  chosen  to  take  charge  of  them.  But  two 
deaths  have  been  sent  to  me  to  be  recorded  since  I  made  my  last  return.  Those 
I  have  recorded  have  come  within  my  knowledge  otherwise.  The  law  should  be 
amended  so  that  the  School  Committee,  when  they  collect  the  births,  should  col- 
lect the  deaths  also." 

Pawtdcket. — 1812.  "Physicians  from  R.  I.  practise  here." — 1843.  "No 
births  or  deaths  relumed  to  town  clerk." 

Ratnuam. — 1845.  "  The  return  contains  all  the  marriages  sent  to  me.  It  is 
imperfect,  owing  to  deficiency  in  returns." 

Seekonk. — 1842.  "The  clerk  has  exerted  himself  unsuccessfully." — 1843. 
"  The  deaths  estimated  at  40,  births  at  CO.     Couples  published,  28." 

Westport. — 1845.  "  I  find,  by  the  town  records,  that  there  have  been  17 
publishments  posted  by  the  former  town  clerk  tlie  past  year,  but  through  the  neglect 
of  the  clerk,  and  those  persons  who  solemnized  the  marriages,  they  have  not  been  re- 
corded according  to  law.    But  since  I  was  chosen,  you  have  it  as  above  recorded." 

No  Returns,  in  1842,  from  Freeloum,  J^tw  Bedford^  and  Somerset ;  in  1843, 
from  Freeioicn  and  WesipoH ;  and,  in  1845,  of  marriages  from  Rehoboth ;  and  of 
deaths  from  DartmoiUh  and  Pawluckd, 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

DuxBURY. — 1845.  "  There  has  not  been  any  return  of  births  to  me  tlie  past 
year." 

East  Briugewater. — 1845.  Deaths.  "  The  above  are  the  deaths  of  which 
I  have  knowledge.  It  may  be  presumed,  there  have  been  some  in  remote  parts  of 
the  town,  that  were  interred  out  of  town,  of  which  our  sextons  were  not  informed." 

Halifax. — 1845.  Deaths,  "  Some  of  the  ages  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain ; 
likewise  the  name  of  the  parents,  &c.  As  there  has  been  no  superintendant  of 
burying  grounds,  I  have  had  to  procure  them  the  best  way  1  could." 

HiiiGHAM. — 1845.  "  The  return  of  births  and  deaths,  I  believe  to  be  full  and 
complete;  but  the  return  of  marriages  is  not  I  know  that  there  have  more 
marriages  taken  place  than  are  returned.  These  are  much  more  complete  than 
when  I  received  them,  as  I  have  taken  great  pains  to  collect  what  information  I 
could  in  relation  to  them.  I  have  delayed  the  return  in  hopes  that  further  returns 
would  be  made  from  persons  who  solemnize  marriages." 

Marshfield. — 1843.    "  Dr. of  Hanover  has  attended  on  persons  in  this 

town,  but  refuses  to  report  the  names  of  the  disease  of  which  they  died." — 1845. 
Marriages,  "  The  above  is  not  as  perfect  a  return  as  I  desired,  but  it  is  full  as  to 
the  number  married." — Births,  "  The  return  is  complete  and  perfect  I  believe,  ex- 
cepting four  parents  have  not  as  yet  given  names  to  their  children.    By  direction 
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of  the  achool  committee,  I  obtained  the  facts  from  actual  inquiry.  I  am  indebted 
largfely  to  Dr.  Blanchard,  who  keeps  a  record  of  all  the  facts  required  by  law  of 
the  cases  he  attends.*" — Deaths,  **  We  have  no  sextons.  The  return  was  obtained, 
by  actual  inquiry  by  myself,  and  contains  all  the  deaths  that  have  occurred." 

North  BaineE  water. — 1843.  *'  A  true  return  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  the  information." 

Pltmouth. — 1843.  See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  31. — 1845.  *'The  retunio 
of  deaths  the  last  six  months  are  without  date,  they  occurred  at  'Manomet  Pond.' 
I  shall  obtain  the  dates  and  enter  them  in  my  books." 

Pltmpton.  In  this  town  the  record  has  been  kept  with  great  care,  by  Lewis 
Bradford,  town  clerk,  who  has  been  elected  annually  since  1812.  That  officer 
himself  collects  the  facts  for  his  returns,  with  a  fidelity  worthy  of  all  praise.^ 
1842.  See  First  Annual  Report,  p.  56.— 1845.  Births.  "The  dates  in  the 
column,  headed  *  when  registered,*  were  made  in  a  minute-book  at  the  time  the 
town  clerk,  as  one  of  the  school  committee,  called  on  the  parents  to  take  account 
of  the  births  of  their  children,  &.c.,  and  afterwards  entered  on  the  records.  There 
was  no  illegitimate  birth,  nor  any  birth  of  a  colored  person." — Deaths.  "  The 
town  clerk  of  Plympton  took  a  full  account  of  the  deaths  and  funerals  in  Plympton 
in  a  private  journal  he  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  near  the  time  they  occurred 
and  at  times  aflerwards  entered  the  deaths  in  the  town  records.  That  journal 
contains  many  particulars  which  are  not  registered  in  this  record.  The  following 
is  taken  from  one  of  the  statistical  tables  kept  in  the  town  records  of  Plympton, 
by  the  present  town  clerk,  showing  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  month  during  38 
years,  from  Jan.  1, 1812  to  Jan.  1, 1845 : — 

In  January,  46.     In  April,  39.     In  July,    29.     In  October,     50. 
February,  35.  May,  48.  Aug.,  42.  November,  31. 

March,     56.  June,  32.  Sept,  49.  December,  37. 

Total,    -        -    494. 

During  the  33  years,  every  birth,  marriage,  and  death  in  Plympton,  has  been  re- 
corded in  the  town  records.  The  population  of  Plympton  in  1840,  according  to 
the  U.  S.  census,  was  835 ;  according  to  the  State  census  of  that  year  861 ;  The 
births  during  the  33  years  have  been  761 ;  males  409,  females  352 ;  excess  of  males 
57.  During  the  same  time,  the  deaths  have  been  494 ;  males  242,  females  252 ; 
excess  of  males  10.  More  males  than  females  move  from  Plympton.  The  ages 
of  the  242  males  averaged  40  years,  6  months,  and  7  days.  Of  the  252  females 
41  years,  6  months,  and  16  days.    Of  the  494  of  both  sexes,  41  years  and  15  days.* 

Rochester. — 1842.    No  returns,  but  thinks  they  may  be  complete  next  year. 

West  Bridge  water. — 1843.  See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  30. — 1845.  "As 
I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  visiting  every  section  of  this  town  myself^  to 
obtain  the  information  for  my  record,  the  enclosed  returns  are  believed  to  be  per* 
feet.  I  have  not  had  a  return  of  a  single  birth  or  death  made  me,  for  the  year  past 
The  clergy  too,  have  generally  been  equally  remiss  in  their  duty.  The  meet  of 
them,  who  have  pretended  to  make  any  sort  of  returns,  have  barely  given  the 
names  of  the  parties,  the  dale  and  place  of  marriage,  and  their  own  names.  The 
age,  condition,  occupation,  place  of  residence,  and  the  names  of  the  pareiifti,bavo 
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been  lefl  for  me  to  ascertain  elsewhere.  I  think  if  the  whole  duty  were  to  devolve 
on  the  town  and  city  clerks,  we  should  have  a  more  perfect  registration  throughout 
the  State.    The  truth  is,  there  are  too  many  charged  with  the  business." 

No  RsTURifs,  in  1842,  from  Bridgewater,  and  PlymouJOi;  in  1843,  from  Hanson  ; 
in  1841,  from  H%nson^  Middtehoroughy  and  Rochester;  and  in  1845,  from  Hanson^ 
and  Middltboroughy  of  births  from  Duxbury,  and  of  births  and  deaths  from  ^hing' 
ion,   RochesteTf  received  too  late  for  the  abstract 


BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Baii!vstable. — 1845.  ''In  relation  to  the  return  of  marriages,  I  would  say  that 
there  seems  to  be,  on  the  part  of  many  clergymen  in  town,  a  very  great  unwil- 
lingness to  comply  fully  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  ;  they  consider  that  it 
imposes  a  burthen  upon  them  which  will  benefit  no  one.  The  return  of  births  is 
very  incomplete,  it  being  of  only  such  as  [  have  learned  from  personal  inquiry,  the 
school  committee  having  made  no  return.  The  return  of  deaths  composes  only 
such  ad  I  have  from  actual  inquiry  learned ;  there  have  probably  others  occurred 
in  the  town  within  the  last  year."    • 

Chatham. — 1845.  Births,  **  There  has  been  no  returns  of  births  made  to  me 
during  the  year  from  any  source." — Diatks.  "  There  are  no  sextons  in  this  place, 
consequently  I  have  obtained  the  information  from  different  individuals,  generally 
from  those  that  were  connected  with  the  deceased ;  it  is  probably  correct." 

De.'vnis. — 1843.  '*It  id  customary  for  ihe  town  clerk  to  go  through  the  town 
and  collect  the  information  himself." 

Eastham. — 184.3.  "The  registration  laws  are  so  vague  and  loose  that  oar 
citizens  have  been  in  the  habit  of  disobeying  them  altogether.  I  have  applied 
personally  for  the  information  this  year,  expecting  our  next  legislature  will  alter 
and  amend  the  laws."  1845. — "  The  record  of  deaths  is  correct,  as  I  obtained  the 
information  from  personal  inquiry,  but  the  record  of  births  is  not  full  as  regards 
particulars,  having  had  no  returns  from  the  school  committee.  The  marriages 
solemnized  by  Rev.  H.  H.  Smith,  are,  I  presume,  correct,  but  the  few  others 
were  solemnized  by  clergymen  out  of  town." 

Harwich. — 1845.  Marriages.  "Five  persons  have  solemnized  marriages  in 
Harwich  last  year,  though  but  one  of  them  has  made  the  return  as  prescribed  by 
law.  I  have,  however,  ascertained  the  ages,  names  of  parents,  6lc,  which  I  be- 
lieve is,  with  few  exceptions,  correct" — Deaths.  "  The  return  is  as  nearly  correct 
as  possible,  yet  there  may  be  a  few  omitted,  though  I  have  gone  through  the  town 
to  ascertain  every  one,  if  possible. 

Wellfleet. — 184.3.  "Physicians  should  be  compelled  to  make  returns  of 
deaths,  and  causes  of  death." 

No  Returns,  in  1842  received  from  Barnstable  and  Brewster;  in  1843,  firom 
TViiro ;  and  in  1845,  from  Dennis. 
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DUKES  COUNTY. 

EoeARTOWN. — ^1845.  "  I  have  procured  every  item  of  iDformation,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  or  three  relating  to  marriages.  Clergymen  are  not  particular  in 
their  returns  to  me ;  frequently  handing  in  the  certificate  which  I  gave  of  the 
publishment  of  the  couple,  without  the  date  of  the  marriage,  age  of  the  partieey 
residence  of  parents  or  even  their  own  signature ;  and  this  has  been  the  case 
after  I  have  read  the  law  respecting  their  duty,  to  them.  In  the  case  of  deaths, 
our  sexton  has  not  made  return  of  a  solitary  item  during  the  year,  laying  the 
whole  burthen  upon  myself,  all  of  which  I  have  endeavored  to  perform ;  but  have 
not  been  able  to  make  my  returns  to  you,  so  complete  as  I  could  have  wished." 

NANTUCKET  COUNTY. 

NAifTucKKT. — 1843.  "  The  return  I  believe  to  be  a  correct  list,  as  near  as  I 
ean  collect  them,  from  physicians  and  sextons." 
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in  the  several  Counties,  for  each  month  of  the  year  ending  April  30,  1846. 
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1: 

Uiy.      ■ 

June,        . 
Id7,        . 
Augort,    . 
September, 
October,  . 

Malo,    . 

PemalB, 

Not  Slated,      . 

Msie,     . 

Feniale, 

Not  ataled,      , 

Male.     . 

Feiimle, 

Not  slated,     . 

Male.    . 

Female, 

Nut  stated,     . 

Male,     . 

Femnle, 

Not  auted,      . 

Male,     . 

Female, 

Not  BUted,     . 

Mule,     . 

Female, 

Not  Slated,      . 

Male,     .          . 

Female, 

Noi  stated,      . 

Mikie,    . 

Female, 

Not  BUtcd,     . 

Male,     . 

Female, 

Not  slated,     , 

Male,    . 

Female, 

Not  staled,     . 

Male,     . 

Female, 

Not  staled,     . 

2 

a 
a 

2 
6 

7 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

3 

3 

2 

i 

1 

i 

3 

fi 

8 

2 
2 

2 

4 
2 

2 
4 

k 

1 

"a 

1 

'a 
'a 

'a 

2 

'2 
4 

3 

'i 
1 

2 

"a 

1 

1 

3 

"2 

'. 
1 
3 

"2 

a 

'a 
2 

'3 
3 

12 

10 

2 
'4 

"1 

1 

"1 

1 

.     1  . 
2    1  . 

a  ;  ; 

a ;  7* 

2 .  . 

'.     s  ! 

■       2    . 

.         .             11 

.      .           5 
.      .           3 
.      .           8 
.      .           3 

a  '.      li 
.    .       9 

:    ,i 

.  .    10 

:    19 

.    .      a 

November, 
December, 
January,  . 
February, 
March,     . 
April,       . 

1 

1 

; 

1 
"4 

a 

"a 

13 

7 

4  !    i 
a  .    1 

'    '.    "2 

-    V  ! 

'i  'a  ! 
1    1  . 

.      .         3 

:  .'    li 

.     .        15 

:  :     i 

.  .     t 

'.      '.         16 
.     .          B 

:  :     8 

.      .         13 

'.     '.         8 
.     .          6 

13 
.     .        13 

ToUl,       . 

Month  not 
•Uted, 

Male,    . 
Female, 
Not  elated,      . 
Mal.^.    . 

Fe[.>Dle. 

Not  stated,     . 

a:t 

]l 

18 
2 

1 

1 

9S 
15 

S 

7 
5 

4 

B 

7 
7 

7   file 

9    6  3 

9   .       1X1 
.     .       103 
.     .          9 
.     .          1 
.     .          S 

Gnsdlolal 

34 

44 

43 

IS 

la 

4 

aa 

ao 

ifi  lau 

9  .     au 

UARRIAGES. 


Table  U.  1.    Absteact  of  the  Returns  of  Marriages, 

in  the  several  Counties,  for  eaek  moTtth  of  the  year  ending  April  30,  184S. 


Court  lU. 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

S 

i 

•uied. 

ToTiL. 

Essex,   . 

51 

43 

42 

63 

62 

H6 

89 

68 

49 

30 

50 

3 

756 

»iddlesex,     . 

126 

74 

71 

80 

lOS 

136 

139 

94 

100 

06 

46 

127 

5 

1168 

Worcester,     . 

93 

64 

M 

38 

79 

85 

99 

60 

50 

37 

48 

108 

798 

26 

1. 

5 

4 

s. 

29 

29 

16 

18 

10 

8 

18 

J 

199 

HRTnpdea,       . 

39 

11 

10 

16 

15 

20 

37 

15 

2D 

13 

14 

12 

193 

Frenklin, 

11 

10 

13 

9 

19 

13 

24 

9 

16 

G 

12 

9 

151 

Berkshire,      . 

10 

' 

6 

7 

9 

27 

10 

9 

15 

e 

10 

13 

133 

Norfolk, 

32 

29 

2G 

20 

24 

44 

49 

49 

31 

23 

25 

52 

404 

Bristol,.        . 

38 

38 

28 

37 

36 

«3 

43 

39 

33 

27 

26 

26 

419 

Pljmouth,      . 

19 

33 

14 

16 

31 

35 

4 

33 

24 

10 

14 

34 

266 

BaroBt»ble,     . 

13 

7 

7 

7 

6 

2 

4B 

38 

20 

14 

13 

23 

323 

Dates,  .         . 

4 

1 

1 

0 

A 

5 

S 

2 

3 

24 

Nutucket,     . 

6 

7 

7 

n 

7 

11 

« 

8 

5 

S 

10 

90 

ToUl, 

4(£ 

336 

26: 

386 

410 

53i 

^ 

4G4 

414 

270 

263 

474 

21 

4841 

88  FOURTH  REOISTRATION  REPORT. 

Table  II.  2.    Conditions  and  Ages  of  Parties  to  Makbiages, 

for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1845. 

(1.)    BETWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  HAIDS. 


-    — 

— 

— 

■ 



E  OF  THE 

WOMEN 

!i 

ai 

To- 

AGE  OF  THE  HEN 

^ 

a 

t 

^ 

3 

4 

Si 

:i 

^ 

;^ 

^ 

141 

t*u 

s 

s 

S 

l^§ 

s 

S 

» 

Si 

S 

!? 

s? 

3 

S 

5 

-« 

Coder  20,     . 

:w 

19 

1 

1 

54 

h    ' 

17 

1 

i.ian 

2.5  to  30, 

w 

vi; 

m^  . 

», 

IMS 

30  10  35. 

9^ 

^ 

Hf 

9t. 

. 

1 

; 

asi 

35  to  40, 

I 

yl 

:tt 

17 

1 

m 

40  to  45, 

1 

•i 

.I 

17 

8 

SOW  55, 

s 

65K.IJ0, 

eotofls, 

B5to70, 

70  10  75, 

75  to  BO, 

AgeofmennntsUlV 

U 

m 

1 

i 

3 

769 

Condition  luiil  n^re  1 

3 

o 

ofraen  not  stated,  i 

Tout, 

7 

-1 

457 

81 

I 

|15 

a 

1 

.     763 

4 

3490 

(3.)    BETWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  WIDOWS. 


Under  90, 
SOtoA 
9Sto.-W, 
30  to  35, 
3Sto40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
SStoW, 
6010  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
AfoofiDMinot  81 
Cntdition  uxt  ase  t 
ofmuiNtitated,  j 


Conditions  and  Aqbs,  &c. — Contintud. 
(8.)    BETWEEN  WIDOWERS  AND  MAIDS. 


AGE  OF  THE  WOMEN. 

AGE  OF  THE  MEN 

1 

1 

4 

s 
5 

3 

2 
S 

3- 

^ 

5 
3 

111 

To- 

VAL. 

Under  20, 
20  to  35, 

05  to  :)0, 

so  to  35, 
35  to  40. 
40  to  4S, 
45  (0  50, 
60  to  55, 
55  to  00, 
60  10  B5, 
65  10^0, 
70  to  75, 
75toH), 
AKeofmenn 
Condition  an 
of  men  not  si 

olatat' 
ated,  S 

'5 

e 
4 
u 

'] 

1 

'2 

7 
)3 

1 

I 
2 

4 

i; 
Si 

]5 
3 
3 

'1 

's 

'fi 
21 
12 

ao 
c 
2 
) 
2 

"1 

1 

'9 

7 
73 
11 

8 
S 

'2 

'1 

"e 
11 
5 
3 

c 

a 

'1 

1 
5 
3 

1 
] 
1 
I 

] 
2 

J 
1 

s 
1 

9 

1 

'1 

1 
3 

1 
4 

) 

84 

8 

13 
63 

sa 

63 
64 
44 
23 
It 
12 
3 
9 
9 
103 

Total, 

24 

83 

91 

73 

53 

H 

14 

B 

0 

' 

1)4 

8 

490 

(4.)    BETWEEN  WIDOWERS  AND  WIDOWS 


Under  30,      .         . 

. 

20  to  25, 

. 

1 

3 

as  to  30, 

H 

4 

a 

1 

Vi 

30  to  35, 

T 

ft 

1 

1 

11 

35  to  40, 

fl 

4 

t\ 

'^ 

14 

40  to  45, 

5 

s 

7 

4 

tt 

2 

23 

45  to  50, 

« 

2 

*i 

W 

» 

93 

50  to  55, 

,s 

7 

4 

« 

1 

1!) 

H 

2 

,'1 

S! 

a 

J 

1 

17 

«0tot^ 

.1 

1 

f> 

a 

;^ 

I 

16 

65  to  TO, 

1 

1 

10 

70  to  75, 

5 

75  10  60. 

1 

1 

Age  of  men  not  stat'i 

40 

Condition  and  Bge ) 

ofmenaotBtaied.i 

Tot«l,    .         . 

r   12 

27 

29 

30 

19 

13 

1 

d 

s 

40 

. 

194 
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CcHiDiTioNS  AND  Agbs,  tcc. — Cotttittued. 
(5.)    CONDITION  OP  PARTIEa  NOT  STATED. 


AGE  OF  THE  WOMEN. 

ToT»I. 

or  Har- 

AOE  OF  THE  HEN 

1 

3 

i 

S 

Si 
s 
a 

-3 

t 
s 
n 

i 
3 

2 
s 

s 

s 

i 

s 

3 

1. 

■53 
IS 

111 
111 

To. 

tJll. 

s 

1 

Under  20,    . 
20  to  25,      . 
as  to :»,     . 
30  to  35,      . 
a')  to  40,      . 
40  to  45,      .         . 
45  to  50,      . 
50  to  55,      . 
55  to  fiO,      . 
60  tn  m,      . 
65  10  70,      . 
70  to  75,      . 
75  to  SO,      . 
Age  of  men  not  J 

ifiiled,       .         i 
Condition  and  age) 

ofmen&  women? 

not  stated,           > 

G 

; 

20 
18 
f 

1 

1 

'3 
9 

I 
5 

'2 

1 

1 

'i 

1 
1 

'1 

1 

4 

4C3 

2 
30 
34 
10 
7 
2 
3 
1 
1 

] 
463 

138U 

joiu 
;t;i 

175 

lis 

ss 

46 
31 
2U 
W 
14 
8 
1419 

738 
158r 
603 

aot 

117 

n 
a 
93 

u 

6 
3 

lUI 

Total,  . 

10 

40 

5 

1 

f 

6 

463 

554 

4641 

4S11 

NOTE. 

ThaM  tablet,  in  relation  to  marriage,  are  read  as  follows: — Finl  TtMe.  443  meii,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  30  and  25,  were  married  to  women  under  20;  2  women,  between  33  Bill 
40,  were  married  to  men  between  20  and  25 ;  or  4  men  between  35  and  40,  were  married 
to  women  ander  20. — Second  Table.  2  men,  between  20  and  25,  were  married  to  widows 
between  40  and  45 ;  or  1  man,  between  25  and  30,  to  a  widow,  65  to  70.— TkiiJ  TUfe 
6  widowers,  between  20  and  25,  were  married  to  women  under  30,  who  had  not  beRxt 
been  married,  and  1,  between  55  and  GO,  to  a  woman  under  SO,  Slc.  Stc.  The  other  tablM 
In  a  similar  manner. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Table  III.    2.  Classification  of  Causes  of  Death  in  thi  sev- 
eral Counties, 

for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1845. 
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NOTES  TO  THE  ABSTRACTS  OP  DISEASES. 

It  has  been  considered  desirable  to  institute,  as  far  as  we  can  from  the  retoms, 
a  comparison  of  the  prevalence  of  particular  diseases,  in  the  same  districts,  for 
different  years.  Boston  having  made  no  returns  of  deaths  for  the  last  two  yean 
specified,  it  would  give  a  very  inaccurate  view  of  the  subject  to  include  the  retumi 
for  that  city  in  the  first  two,  especially  as  one  of  these  does  not  cover  the  same 
period  as  the  other  returns.  The  County  of  Suffolk  is  therefore  excluded  in  the 
several  abstracts  of  deaths. 

In  the  Tables  for  1845,  the  Alphabetical  Abstract  contains  the  names  of  the 
diseases,  generally,  as  they  appear  in  the  returns.  In  the  Classified  Abstract^ 
they  are  arranged  afler  the  plan  of  the  Registrar  General  of  Births,  Marriages  and 
Deaths  in  England,  with  some  alterations,  which  circumstances  in  this  country 
seemed  to  dictate.  They  are  numbered  for  the  purpose  of  convenient  reference, 
and  each  class  is  arranged  alphabetically.  The  numbers  in  parentheses  in  the 
following  notes  are  references  to  the  heads,  under  which  diseases  are  arranged 
in  the  Classified  Abstract  Those  who  may  wish  for  a  more  particular  sub-division 
of  the  diseases  for  1845,  or  the  age  or  month  of  the  year  in  which  they  occurred, 
may  consult  the  Alphabetical  Abstract 

NOTES.-.1845. 

Ztmottc  Diseases,  Under  Cholera  (1)  are  included  39  cases  of  Cholera  Morbm. 
Under  Fever  Remittent  (8)  are  included  7  cases  of  Yellow  Fever.  Under  Fever 
Typhus  (9)  are  included  245  cases  of  Fever,  7  of  Typhoid,  and  3  of  Congestive. 
Under  Scarlatina  (13)  are  included  161  cases  of  Canker,  1  of  Disease  of  the 
Throat,  and  5  of  Throat  Distemper.  Under  Small  Pox  (14)  are  included  2  cases 
of  Chicken  Pox,  and  1  of  Varioloid. 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  or  Ckneral  Seat.  Under  Hemorrhage  (23)  are  included 
7  cases  of  Hemoptysis,  5  of  Hematemesis,  4  of  Rupture,  and  1  of  Epistaxis.  Un- 
der Malformation  (26)  is  included  1  case  of  Anus  Imperforatus.  Under  ScroAila 
(28)  are  included  2  cases  of  Rachites.  Under  Brain,  d&c..  Disease  of  (41)  are 
included  7  cases  of  Neuralgia,  4  of  Congestion,  2  of  Concussion,  and  1  of  Tic 
Doloreux. 

Diseases  qf  the  Rtspiratory  Organs.  Under  Bronchitis  (43)  are  included  5  cases 
of  Catarrh.  Under  Pneumonia  (48)  are  included  256  cases  of  Lung  Fever. 
Under  Lungs,  &c..  Disease  of  (50)  are  included  2  Congestion  of  the  Lungs. 

Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  Circuiation.  Under  Heart,  &c.,  Disease  of  (53)  are 
included  4  cases  of  Anemia,  and  3  of  Angina  Pectoris. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs.  Under  Colic  (55)  are  included  24  cases  of 
Constipation  of  the  Bowels.  Under  Enteritis  (57)  are  included  89  cases  of  Inflam- 
mation of  the  Bowels,  and  29  of  Bilious  Fever.  Under  Organs,  &&,  Disene 
of  (65)  are  included  187  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Bowels,  2  of  Disease  of  the 
Stomach,  and  4  of  Disease  of  the  Tongue. 

Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs.    Under  Kidneys,  &c^T>\MAift  fil^  ^^vnNa&t^ 
eluded  ]  eaB6  of  FistabL  of  the  Urethra,  ind  1  of  BiMtM  oi  iitoY2u^!B»sm. 
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Table  III.    4.  Stiiiborn  Cases. 


Sil. 

COUNTIES. 

HOSTH. 

1 

Z 

1 

i 

1 

} 

1 

e 

1 

1 

1 

! 

1 

; 

TWAt. 

May,         . 

June,       . 
Jnly, 

August,    . 
September, 
October,  . 
November, 
December, 
Jftnuar7,  . 
Febniai7, 
March,     . 

Male,       . 
Female,  . 

Not  Biated 
Male,      . 
Female,  . 

Not  stated 
Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated 
Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated, 
Male,       . 
Female,  . 
Not  atated 
Mule,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated 
Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated 
Male,       . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated 
Male,       . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated 
Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  sUted 
Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  slated, 
Male,       . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated, 

2 
3 

^ 

' 

i 

6 
1 
9 
3 
1 
8 
7 
I 
3 
5 
3 
1 
3 

3 

3 
3 
3 

1 
3 
3 
I 

1 

3 
3 
4 

3 

4 

6 
9 

1 

Total,       . 

Month  not 
stated. 

Male,       . 

Female,  . 
Not  stated 

Male,       . 

Female,  . 
Not  Slated, 

5 
4 

5 

6 

8 

1 

2 
S 
1 

2 

4 

2 

4 

1 
1 

S 

1 
1 

4 

39 
33 
18 

3 
3 
90 

Grand  total, 

14 

21 

SO 

3 

3 

S 

6 

17 

4 

Iv 

4 

\ 
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3.      DliEABES    or    TDE    NeR- 

TODS  Siiisii.-ConItnu«/. 

1 

1 

& 

, 

I 

X 

if 

i 

s 

t 

1 
i 

1 
1 

1 

34 
35 
36 
37 
36 
39 
40 
41 

Deliriiim  Tremens, 
Epilepay,     . 
Hydrocephalus,    . 
Inaaiiity,     , 
Psralyaii,     . 
Tetanus,     . 
Brnin,  &c.,  Diseue  of, 

Totals, 

4.    Diseases  or  tbx 
KATORI  Okoakb 

Asthma, 
Bronchitis,  . 
Consumption, 
Hydrolhorax, 
Laryngilia,  . 
Pleiinay,     . 
Pneumonia, 

Lungs,  &.C.,  Disease  of 

EISBPI- 

36 
1 
2 

D7 
5 

39 

"8 

42I    29 

•1  ■' 

53I    20 

19,    a 

8 
1 

"g 
1 
5 

'2 

16 
1 

16 
'5 

14 
11 

9 

5 

'1 
'3 
'1 

18 

'2 

E 
2 

8 

io 

33 

a 
17 

'4 

■4 

8 

"fi 
S 
4 
2 
4 

4 

"s 
io 
'5 

'a 

am 

a 

1 
m 

n 
10 

s 

»- 

42 
43 
44 
45 
4ti 
4J 
48 
49 
50 

161 

2 

2 

386 

'l 

61 

163 

1 

2 

357 

33 

"a 

66 
"3 

111 

1 
( 

355 

'5 
67 

29 

99 

1 

13 

"1 

56 
1 

gB 

1 

21 

50 

103 
9 

'1 
37 

'a 

20 

1 
89 

1 

1 

la 

'a 

S3 

3 

158 

1 
4 
19 

2 

151 

1 
I 
25 

"a 

40 

122 
3 

'2 
12 

'a 

39 

'1 
99 
2 

1 
a 

15 

I 

10 

1 
a 

■ 

1)-, 

m 

a 

51 
52 
63 

Totals, 

5.  Diseases  or  the  Obqahs 

Aneurism,   .... 

Pericardilifl, 

Heart,  &c.,  Disease  of, 

Totals, 

6.  Diseases  of  the  Dioes- 

TivE  Orqabs. 

Ascites,       .         .         .        . 
Colic,          .         .         .         . 
Dyspepsia,  .... 
Eoleritis,     .          .          .         , 
Gastritis.      .          .          .          . 
HeniiD,       .         .        .        . 
IntDssusception,   . 
Peritonitis,  .... 
Taeihing,    .          .         .          . 
Ulceration,. 
WonDf,       .... 

453 

1 
30 

46d 

"2 

23 

431 

1 
6 
IS 

UG 

ISl 

152 
'7 

1D£ 

* 

187 

180 

'a 
s 

141 

"9 

130 

I 

a 

4 

1 

54 

SS 
56 
57 
S8 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
04 

31 

5 
21 

"s 

7 
2 

25 

J 
1 
20 
4 

'a 

3 
10 

"1 

26 

'5 
4 

's 

s 

'3 

1 

G 

's 
is 

"] 

', 
's 

7 

i4 
3 

*1 
'1 

i 

6 

"1 
2 

e 

1 

"] 
s 

: 

io 

'1 
3 

"1 

. 

- 
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1 

6.    Disease*  or  the  Dioest- 

1 

5 

i 

! 

X 

1 

1 

I 

i 

1 

4 

To. 

TAU. 

65 
66 
67 
68 

69 
70 

OrgatiB,  Sic,  DiBease  of, 
PiDcreas,  Diaease  of,     . 
HopatiLiH,    .... 
Jaundice,    .... 
LiTcr,  Disoaao  of. 
Spleen,  Disease  of,        . 

Totals, 

34 
'4 

e 

51 

1 
5 

) 

1 
'3 

3 

'3 
5 

1 
"a 

2 

6 
"1 

13|  13 

a   8 

B 

3 
'l 

"1 

194 

'19 
51 

74 

100 

124 

34 

as 

34 

23 

30|  41 

38 

14 

7 

517 

7.    Diseases  of   tre   Ubi- 

RABI  OKOtltS. 

71 
72 
73 
7* 
75 

DisbetM,     .... 
Cyrtilifl,      .... 
Gmvel,        .... 
Nephritis,    .... 
Kidners,  &c.,  Disease  of,      . 

TotAH          .        .         . 

] 

I 

'3 
'4 

3 

1 
2 

1 

■1 

*3 

'1 

a 
I 

1 

1 

'1 
1 

1 
1 

4 

7 

8 

I 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

3 

33 

B.    Disease*  or  tkr  Obqihb 

or  GElfEKATIOtf. 

76 
77 

78 
79 

Childbirth,  .... 
Poerpenil  Fever,  . 
ParBmeniB, .... 
Orpins,  &c.,  Disease  of, 

Totals, 

t 

13 
6 

'l 

8 
'3 

4 

3 

t 

7 

s 

'l 

4 

S 

1 

1 
"1 

4 

35 
'  8 

11 

20 

11 

7 

8 

13 

10 

3;    4 

3 

2 

4 

95 

9.    Diseases  or  tbe  OnoAns 
or  Locomotion. 

80 
83 

Joints,  Slc.,  Disease  of. 
Hip,  Disease  of,  . 
Spine,  DiKBse  of. 

Totals,          .         . 

4 

1 
3 

3 

1 

'7 

3 

1 
'1 

2 

"a 

I 

'1 

1 

I 

1 

5 

1 

17 
1 
9 

U 

7 

11 

3 

2 

4 

3 

I 

3 

3 

1 

34 

10.      DiSCASES     or     TBE     In- 

teookektah  StrrEU. 

84 
85 
«6 
87 

Fistula,       .... 

Ulcers 

Purpura,      .... 
Skin,  ic,  Diioaae  of,  , 

Tool.,          .         .         . 

"1 
3 

1 

'2 

1 

'2 

'1 

'3 

[' 

1 
10 
4 
8 

4 

3 

1 

a 

I 

a! 

Z 

\ 
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Inploencb  of  Occupation,  &c. — Continued. 


1843. 

1813. 

1844. 

1B4S. 

OCCCPATIORI. 

1 

h 

1 

h 

1 

k 

h 

^ 

1^ 

h 

^ 

"^ 

*■ 

Wool-sortera,       . 

1 

45 

2 

9G 

48.00 

Total,           .         .         . 

452 

484 

452 

20,629 

45.63 

477 

22,399 

46.96 

Male  Domestics, 

3(1 

1129 

56.47 

I!K 

4S 

171 

.->! 

I.-it 

803^ 

50.85 

m 

10,35* 

49.» 

Teamsters, 

'J 

45 

B 

41 

4 

1.53 

38.41 

11 

333 

30.U 

Total,           .         .         . 

19S 

1?9 

183 

9316 

51.18 

210 

10,690 

48.81 

Fish-dealer, 

t 

fifi 

68.00 

PiBheniien, 

1{ 

4f 

h 

4'{ 

t: 

saf 

40.6( 

U 

581 

41. «1 

Preiglilera, 

:■ 

117 

39.16 

Pilous         .... 

.V 

1 

Beam^D,     .... 

17t 

m 

4!- 

19f 

4740 

37.02 

131 

SffiM 

42.94 

11 

m 

63  06 

Shoremei] 

4 

274  68.70 

Total, 

193 

207 

GSOO  40.12 

.« 

6206 

«.80 

l.-! 

.W 

.1? 

n 

fli 

2370 

73.25 

5 

408 

fil.m 

In«Ve,'      .         .         .         . 

4 

212 

53.00 

■ 

Total, 

15 

33 

35 

2483 

70.91 

5 

408 

81. GO 

Pehales. 

Domestics, 

^ 

466 

55.75 

^ 

77 

25. « 

11 

33f 

30.73 

Hoiwekeepers,      . 

17!: 

e88( 

49.61 

Ladie. 

. 

S 

815 

70.68 

MiUinera,   .... 

f 

111 

37.0C 

S 

86.. W 

Hunea.       .... 

1 

61 

01 -OC 

s> 

lOf 

53.00 

Opentiven, 

27 

77S 

31.44 

Seamatressea,      . 

Si 

464 

44.88 

Shoe-bindera,       . 

5( 

29. 5( 

<'■ 

in 

3R.n» 

if 

24.19 

A 

as.-w 

2ffi 

41.a:i 

16 

G54 

40.87 

1 

80 

80.00 

. 

Total, 

. 

" 

19 

724 

38.36 

^ 

12,815 

46.31 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Profewional  men,    . 

Merchants,     , 
Agriculturists, 
Public  Officers, 
M«chanica,    . 
Laboreta, 
Seamen, 
PaapeTS, 
Females, 

Total  and  averages. 


k 


45.63 
51.18 
40.13 
70.91 


90,725      53.54  : 


6,S06 

408 

12,215 


43.93 
48.93 
61.81 
44.11 
46.96 
46.81 
42.80 
81.60 
46.33 


u 
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Table  V.    Facts  illustrating  the  Influence  of  Domestic 

Condition  on  Longevity, 

Showing,  for  each  County,  the  number  and  aggregate  age  of  aU  in  the 
Returns  over  20  years  old,  whose  condition  is  specified. 


GOUHTIBS. 


Berkshire, 

Franklin, 

Hampthire, 

Hampden, 

Worcester, 


Norfolk, 
Pl^outh, 
Bristol,  • 
Barnstable, 
Dukes  &  Nant 

Total, 
Average  age. 


MALES, 


UVMARRIXD. 


12 

10 
27 

22| 

63 

57 

47 

261 

21 

32 

17 

10 


344 


s 
81 


ILlrbixd. 


829 
658 


1939 

1697 

890 

1014 

1378 

491 

326 


12,149 
35.29 


EBB 


s 

9 


469     63 

248     56 


42 
72 


2210  177 


171 
159 
63 
63 
84 
49 
17 


1016 


3198 
2781 
2164 
3906 
9577 
8899 
7810 
3358 
3770 
4670 
2512 
968 


53,613 
52.76 


Widowers. 


8 
10 
11 

6 
33 
22 
23 
12 
14 
15 

7 

1 


162 


I 


Sff7 

761 

766 

425 

2388 

1352 

1714 

884 

1099 

1119 

484 

82 


11,671 
72.04 


FEMALES. 


Unmarried. 


I 


29 
22 
16 
17 
70 
131 
63 
14 
24 
27 
11 
9 


424 


a 


i 


850 
743 
634 
560 

3001 
10,285 

2945 
730 

1335 

1302 
461 
546 


23,392 
55.16 


BIarried. 


9 
2 


62 

62 

67 

62 

107 

179 

153 

59 

68 

84 

45 

15 


963 


I 


hi 


2572 
2640 
2939 
2771 

8791 
75651 
6929 
2616 
3428 
3403 
1877 
803 


46,334 
48.11 


WlXHlWB. 


• 

2: 


d2M 
1546 
2515 
9107 
1181  8168 

eeoo 

142110,343 
3^    2515 
2172 
8550 
2270 
191    1335 


31 


606 


45,384 
74.88 
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LETTER    TO    THE    SECRETARY 


rBOM 


LEMUEL  SHATTUCK.  ESQ. 


Boston,  December  12, 1845. 
Hod.  JoHir  G.  Palfrxt, 

Secretary  of  the  CommomoeaUh, 

Sir: — Agreeably  to  year  request,  and  as  far  as  other  special  engagements 
would  permit,  I  have  examined  the  returns  made  under  the  Registry  Law  of  this 
State,  and  the  tables  abstracted  from  them,  and  proceed  to  give  you  the  results  of 
this  examination.  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  13th  December,  1843,  to  address  a 
letter  to  John  A.  BoUes,  Esq.,  your  predecessor  in  office,  in  which  I  alluded 
to  the  defects  of  the  then  existing  laws  on  the  subject,  and  the  almost  entire 
neglect  of  registration  by  all  classes  of  people.  I  pointed  out  some  of  the 
objects  to  be  gained  by  a  new  and  more  efficient  system ;  and  at  the  close  of  the 
letter  submitted  a  plan,  accompanied  by  forms  and  instructions,  for  carrying  such 
a  system  into  successful  operation.  This  communication  was  published  in  the 
Second  Annual  Registration  Report  Since  that  time,  a  new  act  on  the  subject 
has  been  passed,  and  my  plan,  in  relation  to  the  Registry  Books  for  the  towns, 
has  been  generally  carried  into  operation.  With  a  slight  modification  of  the 
entries  in  the  Register  for  marriages,  which  the  Registrar  may  easily  make, 
these  books  are  all  that  may  be  desired  for  the  most  efficient  system.  Without  a 
proper  and  uniform  plan  for  making  the  original  records,  no  general  results 
can  be  deduced  from  the  facts  they  contain,  which  would  be  of  much  value. 
Here  then  one  of  the  first  and  most  important  objects  in  this  matter  has  been 
attained.  In  the  notes  accompanying  the  returns  this  year,  some  town  clerks 
allude  to  the  additional  labor  which  these  forms  require,  but  generally  the  plan 
is  regarded  with  increasing  favor,  and  a  firmer  conviction  of  its  importance; 
and  should  proper  blanks  be  used,  and  a  suitable  compensation  be  allowed,  the 
labor  would  be  comparatively  trifling,  and  the  system  would  soon  become  very 
popular. 

The  law  is,  however,  very  imperfect  in  the  means  it  proposes  for  obtaining  the 
facts  to  be  recorded ;  and  for  this  reason  it  has  failed  to  be  osefol  in  many  towvtfk. 
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This  is  an  important  part  of  its  operations.  I  stated,  in  my  letter  of  1843,  above 
alluded  to,  that  "  the  experience  of  every  government,  where  systems  of  regis- 
tration have  been  adopted,  shows  that  it  must  be  made  the  special  duty  of  some 
individuals  to  collect  the  facts,  and  furnish  them  to  the  proper  officer.  To  leave 
this  to  the  voluntary  action  of  any  one  in  the  community,  fails  of  producing 
those  full  and  accurate  returns,  which  are  essential  to  render  the  record  valuable. 
It  is  also  bad  policy  to  exact  a  fee  of  the  connexions  or  friends  of  those  whose 
births  or  deaths  axe  recorded,  as  was  once  the  provision  of  our  statutes.  So  far 
as  they  are  concerned  the  record  should  be  free.  But  to  the  proper  officers  and 
persons  concerned,  rewards  should  be  offered  for  the  performance  of  duty,  and 
penalties  imposed  for  tlie  neglect  of  it  In  this  way  it  will  be  made  their  inter- 
est, as  well  as  their  duty,  to  perform  what  the  law  may  require." 

The  justice  of  these  views  is  confirmed  by  experience,  and  the  uniform  testi- 
mony of  the  town  clerks  in  the  notes  accompanying  their  returns.  Should  at- 
tempts be  made  to  amend  the  provisions  of  the  present  law,  it  is  important  that 
proper  ones  should  be  passed  to  supply  their  place.  It  is  believed  that  such  a  bill 
might  be  drawn,  as  would  entirely  remove  any  objebtions  which  may  exist  in  the 
minds  of  clergymen  and  others,  against  any  part  of  the  present  act ;  and,  while  it 
would  be  simple  in  its  operations,  would  accomplish  all  the  objects  to  be  desured, 
especially  if  carried  into  effect  with  competent  attention  and  ability. 

Without  further  remark,  I  proceed  to  notice  some  results,  obtained  from  the 
returns  under  our  Registry  System.  Before  doing  so,  however,  I  wish  to  notice  a 
fbw  facts  relating  to  the  condition  of  the  population. 

In  1844,  Edwin  Chadwick,  Esq.,  author  of  the  able  Report  on  the  Saintoiy 
Condition  of  England,  published  a  work  on  the  *'  Pressure  and  Progress  of  the 
Causes  of  Mortality  among  difierent  Classes  of  the  Community,"  in  which  he 
alludes  to  America  as  follows : — 

"  In  America,  little  attention  and  labor  appear  to  have  been  bestowed  in  any  of 
the  rural  districts  on  general  land  drainage.  Yet  nature  inflicts  terrible  punish- 
ment for  the  neglect  of  the  appointed  and  visible  warnings.  The  cleansing  and 
the  general  sanatory  condition  of  the  American  towns  appear  to  be  lower  than  in 
England  or  Scotland,  whilst  the  heat  there  at  times  is  greater  and  decomposition 
more  active ;  pestilence,  in  the  shape  of  yellow  fever,  ague,  and  influenza,  is 
there  more  rife ;  the  deaths  in  proportion  to  the  population  more  numerous,  and 
the  average  age  of  death  (so  far  as  there  is  information)  amongst  the  resident 
population  much  lower. 

Yean,    M&tUha, 
The  average  age  of  the  whole  of  the  living  popalation  in  America, 
80  for  as  can  be  deduced  from  the  retams  at  the  periods  given  in 
the  census,  is  only 22  2 

'*  Notwithstanding  the  earlier  marriages,  and  the  extent  of  emigration,  and  the 
general  increase  of  the  population,  the  whole  circumstances  appear  to  me  to 
prove  this  to  be  the  case  of  a  population  depressed  to  this  low  age,  chiefly  by  dM 
greater  proportionate  pressure  of  the  causes  of  disease  and  premature  mortality. 
The  proportionate  numbers  at  each  interval  of  age,  in  eveiy  10,000  of  the  two 
popalatkmf,  are  as  follow8>— 
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UnUed  Statea  of  America,    England  and  Waim, 


Under  5  yean 

1744 

1324 

5  and  under  10 

X417 

1197 

10   •• 

16 

1210 

1089 

15 

20 

109X 

997 

20    " 

30 

1816 

1780 

30    " 

40 

1160 

»39 

40    " 

M 

7d2 

969 

50 

60 

436 

645 

60    " 

70 

245 

440 

70    " 

80 

113 

216 

80    " 

90 

32 

69 

90  and  upwards 

4 

6 

10,000  10,000 


Ayerage  age  of  all  the  living  22  years  2  months       26  years  7  months. 

"  Here  it  may  be  observed,  that  whilst  in  England  there  are  5025  persons  be- 

« 

tween  15  and  50,  who  have  3610  children  or  persons  under  15 ;  in  America  there 
are  4789  persons  living  between  15  and  50  years  of  age,  who  have  4371  children 
dependent  upon  them.  In  England  there  are  in  every  ten  thousand  persons 
1365  who  have  obtained  above  50  years'  experience;  in  America  there  are 
only  830. 

**'  The  moral  consequences  of  the  predominance  of  the  young  and  passionate 
in  the  American  community,  are  attested  by  observers  to  be  such  as  have  already 
been  described  in  the  General  Sanatory  Report  as  characteristic  of  those  crowded, 
filthy,  and  badly  administered  districts  in  England,  where  the  average  duration  of 
life  is  short,  the  proportion  of  the  very  young  great^  and  the  adult  generation 
transient 

"  The  difference  does  not  arise  solely  from  the  greater  proportion  of  children 
arising  from  a  greater  increase  of  population,  though  that  is  to  some  extent  con- 
sistent with  what  has  been  proved  to  be  the  effect  of  a  severe  general  mortality  ; 
the  effects  of  the  common  cause  of  depression  is  observable  at  each  interval  of 
age ;  the  adult  population  in  America  is  younger  than  in  England,  and  if  the 
causes  of  early  death  were  to  remain  the  same,  it  may  be  confidently  predicted 
that  the  American  population  would  remain  young  for  centuries. 

YeaT8,    Months, 
The  average  age  of  all  alive  above  15  in  America  is       ...       33  6 

The  average  age  of  all  alive  above  15  years  in  England  and 

Wales  is 

The  average  age  of  all  above  20  years  in  America  is       .       .       . 
In  the  whole  of  England  the  average  of  all  above  20  years  is 

These  are  important  statements ;  and,  coming  from  a  man  so  eminent  for  the 
ability  and  knowledge  he  has  displayed  on  this  subject,  deserve  serious  considera- 
tion. The  prevailing  opinion  among  us  is,  that  "  no  people  in  the  world  are 
more  healthy  than  Americans."  But  if  the  above  statements  are  true,  this  prevail- 
ing opinion  is  incorrect  Let  us  examine  the  subject  by  such  aids  as  we  have  at 
command,  to  ascertain  how  far  they  are  applicable,  especially  to  the  people  of 
Massachusetts.  We  will  first  take  a  view  of  the  facts  obtained  by  the  Ne.tic(Qft\ 
Censos  of  1830  and  1840;  and  afterwards  of  thoae  Qbtian^\ixidL«t  V^^^M^ato^ 
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37 

7 

41 
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Law,  concerning  births,  marriages,  and  deaths.  The  census  of  1840  contained 
many  errors,  but  when  compared  with  that  of  1830,  the  results  correspond  so 
well  that  it  may  be  taken  as  a  near  approximation  to  the  truth.  It  is  much  to  be 
desired,  that  measures  should  be  devised,  when  the  next  State  census  ahall  be 
taken,  to  have  it  more  full  and  accurate  than  any  hitherto  taken ;  and  to  obtain 
other  particulars  concerning  our  population,  which  are  important  to  be  known. 

In  presenting  facts  of  this  kind,  to  give  the  mere  numbers  without  the  propor- 
tions, affords  but  an  imperfect  view  of  the  subject  Such  a  collection  of  facts 
may  be  likened  to  the  bones  of  our  bodily  system  without  the  accompaniments 
which  give  them  vitality.  I  have,  therefore,  in  most  of  the  tables  in  this  commu- 
nication, calculated  these  proportions, — a  work  which  has  been  attended  with 
considerable  labor.  This  is  a  mode  by  which  even  statistics  can  be  made  both 
interestiqg  and  useful. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  ages  of  the  white  population  of  MaMi- 
chusetta,  according  to  the  National  Censuses  of  1830  and  1840,  and  the  propor- 
tion in  every  10,000,  living  at  each  specified  age. 

(a) 


Agk. 

Number  of  Persons. 

In  every  10,000,  there  were  in 

1830. 

1840. 

1830. 

1840. 

Under   5 
5    to    10 
10    to    15 
15    to    20 
20   to   30 
30    to    40 
40    to    50 
50    to    60 
60    to    70 
70    to    80 
80    to    90 
90    to  100 
Over    100 

Total, 

80,131 

70,558 

67,971 

67,331 

118,908 

73,(>01 

50,342" 

33,482 

23,203 

12,693 

4,276 

507 

3 

92,626 

80,411 

74,803 

77,429 

150,535 

101,607 

63,270 

41,954 

26,077 

14,860 

4,869 

570 

19 

1,329 

1,170 

1,127 

1,117 

1,972 

1,221 

835 

555 

385 

210 

71 

8 

1,270 

1,103 

1,026 

1,063 

2,065 

1,394 

868 

575 

358 

203 

67 

8 

603,006 

729,030 

10,000 

10,000 

This  table  is  read  thus.  There  were  in  Massachusetta,  under  5  years  of  age, 
80,131  persons,  in  1830 ;  and  92,626  persons  in  1840  ;--and  to  every  10,000,  (^all 
ages,  there  were  1329  under  5,  in  1830 ;  and  1270  under  5,  in  1840.  The  other 
ages  are  read  in  the  same-  way.  The  proportion  may  be  read  as  so  much  per 
cent,  in  this  and  many  other  tables  in  this  communication,  by  separating  the  two 
right  hand  figures  by  a  decimal  point,  when  they  will  be  read  13J2K9  and  13.70L 

From  this  statement,  it  appears  that  the  proportion  under  15  years  of  age  wu 
2i27  per  cent  more  in  1830  than  in  1840;  from  15  to  60  it  was  2.65  per  cent 
less ;  and  over  60,  it  was  .11  more.  In  the  census  of  1840  there  was  an  emr 
of  abont  8000  in  Boston,  as  I  shall  show  in  the  report  of  the  census  of  dnl 
city  this  year.  This  error  was  made  in  regard  to  the  class  from  15  to  60;  aiid» 
taken  in  connection  with  the  increased  immigration  to  our  citieii  of  tho 
cla«|  during  this  period|  will  account  for  the  difierenee  in  the  prc^Mrtions. 
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There  are  vahoos  modes  suggested  of  comparing  the  energies  and  prosperity 
of  one  people  with  another.  It  has  been  said,  with  much  truth,  that  "  a  country 
is  placed  in  the  most  favorable  circumstances  for  advancement,  when  it  has  the 
largest  proportionate  numbers  of  its  inhabitants  of  an  age  suited  to  active  em- 
ployments." That  age,  according  to  the  above  extract  from  Mr.  Chadwick's 
work,  is  between  15  and  50.  It  appears  to  me,  however,  that,  in  New  England  at 
least,  15  to  60  would  be  a  better  division ;  for  most  persons  here  between  15 
and  60  are  able  to  labor.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  adopt  the  following  standard 
of  comparison.  Those  under  15  years  of  age  to  be  called  the  Deperuknt  CtaUf 
because  they  are  dependent  on  those  older  for  support;  those  from  15  to  60  to  be 
called  the  Productive  Class,  because  they  are  the  only  class  who  enjoy  the  full 
vigor  of  life,  and  are  capable  of  discharging  all  its  manifold  duties ;  and  those 
over  60,  the  ^ged  Class,  The  first  and  third  classes  combined  may  be  called  the 
Burdensome  Class,  and  the  other  the  Productive  Class.  The  word  productive 
jjB  used  here  as  applied  to  labor,  in  contradistinction  from  idleness  or  inability. 
One  class  are  producers  and  the  other  consumers. 

The  educational  age,  as  fixed  by  the  laws  of  Massachusetts,  is  4  to  16.  It 
seems  to  me,  however,  that  this  specific  classification  is  injudicious,  and  that  5 
to  15  would  be  a  better  division.  One  object  in  specifying  any  age,  is  to  have  a 
basis  by  which  to  proportion  the  public  school  money  to  the  several  towns.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that  it  would  make  little  or  no  difference  in  the  result,  whether 
this  sum  were  proportioned  to  the  children  between  4  and  16,  or  between  5 
and  15.  The  latter  are  universally  adopted  by  nations  as  important  points  in 
the  divisions  of  the  population,  and  in  the  statistics  of  the  dead ;  and  there  are 
many  reasons  why  the  educational  age  should  be  within  these  points.  It  would 
be  less  labor  to  make  the  enumeration;  and,  firom  examinations  which  have 
been  made,  it  appears  that  the  ages  of  children  attending  school,  more  nearly  cor- 
respond to  them.  Comparisons  could  be  more  readily  made  with  the  ordinary 
divisions  of  the  population.  I  agree  in  opinion  with  a  recent  eminent  writer  in 
thinking,  in  its  application  to  schools,  that  '*  hereafter  15  will  be  the  age  at  which, 
in  any  census,  it  will  be  considered  that,  in  the  mass  of  the  community,  occupa- 
tion begins  and  education  ends." 

I  will  now  apply  the  above  test  to  the  population  of  each  county,  the  whole 
State,  and  some  other  places ;  and  calculate  the  proportions  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion living  in  each  class.    (Table  b,  next  page.) 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that,  while  the  whole  United  States  had  52.35 
per  cent  of  the  population  of  the  productive  class,  between  15  and  60,  Massachu- 
setts had  59.65  per  cent  and  England  56.70 ;  showing  this  State  to  be  better 
situated,  in  this  respect,  than  either.  In  the  aged  class  it  appears,  however,  that 
England  had  7i20  per  cent  while  this  State  had  but  6.74 — a  result  in  favor  of  the 
longevity  of  that  country.  Some  counties  compare  better  than  others  or  the  whole 
State.  Boston  has  64.65  per  cent — the  greatest  proportion  of  the  productive 
class ;  and  only  3.93  per  cent — the  least  of  the  aged. 

The  condition  of  a  population  is  very  much  affected  by  emigration  and  immi- 
gration. The  character  of  the  emigranti  varies,  however,  very  much  in  different 
places.  To  illustrate  this  point  we  will  take  the  city  of  Lowell  and  the  Sti^  of 
Illinois.    In  one  the  prodoctive  chatf  and  in  the  other  the  dependent  clan,  pre- 
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dominates.  Few  of  the  productive  claBs  in  either  case  were  natives.  By  the 
census  of  1840,  it  appears  that  to  every  10,000  persons  there  were 

Under  16  16  to  60  Ooer  60. 

In  Lowell, 2500  7363  !» 

In  Illinois, 47G2  5046  193 

That  is,  while  Lowell  had  2500  persons  dependent  upon  every  7365  for  support, 
Illinois  had  4762  persons  dependent  on  5045  for  support ;  showing,  from  the  ages 
alone,  that  the  productive  energies  of  the  one  are  more  than  double  those  of  the 
other.  If  the  other  circumstances  of  the  population  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion, such  as  the  greater  amount  of  sickness  and  mortality,  necessarily  suffered 
in  one  more  than  in  the  other,  the  difference  would  appear  still  more  striking. 
Lowell  is  a  remarkable  instance ;  and  perhaps  there  cannot  be  found,  anywhere, 
25,000  persons  in  one  place,  in  which  the  productive  class  comprises  73.68  per 
cent  and  the  burdensome  class  only  26.32  per  cent, — a  little  more  than  one  quar- 
ter. In  neither  place  are  to  be  found  many  of  the  aged  class,  most  of  the  immi- 
grants being  of  the  other  classes,  and  who  had  not  lived  long  enough  there  to 
pass  out  of  them.  Combining  the  dependent  and  the  aged  classes,  as  proposed, 
the  following  proportions  are  obtained.    (Table  c,  next  page.) 

There  is  another  question :  What  proportion  of  our  people  survive  difierent 
ages,  as  compared  with  others  in  other  places  ?  This  is  a  subject  of  interest, 
though  when  taken  alone  it  should  not  be  considered  as  a  sure  basis  of  a  com- 
parison of  longevity.    From  the  facts  already  given,  table  d  is  compiled. 

It  appears  from  this  table,  that  in  Massachusetts  63.74  per  cent  of  the  popula- 
tion in  1830  had  survived  the  age  of  15,  and  66.01  in  1840.  In  the  United 
States  55.01  in  1830,  and  56.29  in  1840,  and  in  England  63.90,  had  survived  the 

(h) 


WYI           ■ 

Number  of  Persons. 

To  every  100  per- 

In 

Whole 

sons,  there  were 

Population, 

Under  15. 

15  to  CO. 

Over  GO. 

Un.  15. 

I5to6OOv'r60 

Mossachus.  1830, 

603,006 

218,660 

343,664 

40,682 

36.26 

57.00 

6.74 

"          1840, 

729,030 

247,840 

434,795 

46,395  33.99 

59.65 

6.36 

Boston,     -    -    - 

83,012 

26,904 

53,674 

2,434  32.42 

64.65 

2i)8 

Essex  Co.      -    - 

94,482 

33,039 

54,494 

6,949 

;m.97 

57.68 

7.35 

Middlesex,    -    - 

106,118 

34,3a3 

65,982 

5,753 

32.40 

62.18 

5.42 

Worcester,    -    - 

94,740 

32,J)06 

54,892 

6,942 

34.73 

57.94 

7.33 

Hampden,     -    - 

37,034 

12,363 

22,427 

2,244 

33.38 

60.56 

6.06 

Hampshire,    -    - 

30,696 

10,763 

17,672 

2,261 

35.06 

57.58 

7.36 

Franklin,  -    -    - 

28,724 

10,466 

15,972 

2,286 

36.44 

55.60 

7.96 

Berkshire,      -    - 

40,467 

14,411 

23,376 

2,680 

35.61 

57.77 

6.62 

Norfolk,    -    -    - 

52,980 

18,162 

31,327 

3,491 

34.28 

59.13 

6^ 

Plymouth,      -    - 

47,020 

16,574 

26,482 

3,964 

35.25 

56.32 

a43 

Barnstable,    -    - 

32,111 

12,378 

17,472 

2,261 

38.55 

54.41 

7M 

Bristol,     -    -    - 

58,934 

20,712 

34,202 

4,020 

35.14 

58.04 

6.83 

Dukes,      -    -    - 

3,938 

1,335 

2,244 

359 

a3.90 

dO.S7Q 

9.12 

Nantucket,    -    - 

8,433 

2,572 

5,210 

651 

30.50 

61.78 

7.72 

U.  States,  1830, 

10,526,058 

4,737,335 

5,368,275 

420,448 

44.99 

51.01 

4.00 

1840, 

14,189,108 

6,201,219 

7,427,579 

560,310 

43.71 

52.35 

2M 

England,  1841,  - 

15,858,075 

5,723,782 

8,991,903 

1,142,390 

3aio 

56.70 

7M 

Sweden,  1B35,   - 

3,035,439 

1,065,444 

1,722,332 

337,663 

zssa 

56.93 

7JSS 
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Mine  age.  In  Massachusetts,  6.74  in  1830,  and  6.36  in  1840 ;  in  the  United 
States,  4.00  in  1830,  and  3.94  in  1840;  and  in  England,  7.20  had  survived  the 
age  of  60.  These  deductions  show  that  a  less  proportion  of  the  population  live 
through  the  productive  age  to  be  classed  with  the  aged,  and  less  experience  and 
maturity  of  mind  is  preserved,  in  the  United  States,  and  even  in  Massachusetts, 
than  in  England  or  Sweden.  Though  this  State  compares  better  with  England 
than  the  whole  Union,  yet  even  here  is  found  some  confirmation  of  Mr.  Chad- 
wick's  statements,  so  far  as  they  apply  to  the  existing  population. 
The  following  statement  will  illustrate  the  average  age  of  the  population.    In 

the  United  States  it  applies  only  to  the  whites. 

Yean.  Penom,  Average  age. 

Id  the  United  States, 1840  14,189,108           88,71 

Massachusetts, 1830  603,006           85.34 

"                  1840  729,030           86.89 

England, 1841  16,868,076           86.69 


In 

1 

Year. 

Proportion,  per  cent.,  of  the 

Productive  Class. 

Burdensome  Class. 

Massachusetts,-    - 

Lowell,  -    -    -    - 
Illinois,  -    -    -    - 
United  States,  -    - 

England,     -    -    - 
Sweden,-    -    -    - 

1830 
1840 
1840 
1840 
1830 
1840 
1841 
1835 

57.00 
59.65 
73.68 
50.45 
51.01 
52.35 
56.70 
56.93 

43.00 

40.35 

26.32 

49.55 

48.99 

47.65. 

43^0 

43.07 

(d) 


Age 
surviving. 

Number  persons  per  cent,  surviving,  were  in 

Massachusetts. 

United  States. 

England. 

1830. 

1840. 

1830. 

1840. 

1841. 

At  Birth, 
5  years, 
10      " 
15      « 
20      " 
30      «« 
40      " 
50      " 
60      « 
70      « 
80      « 
90      « 

100. 

86.71 

75.01 

63.74 

54.57 

32.85 

20.64 

12.29 

6.74 

2.89 

.79 

M 

• 

100. 

87.30 

76.27 

66.01 

55.38 

34.73 

20.79 

12.11 

a36 

2.78 

.75 

M 

100. 

82.00 

67.44 

55.01 

43.90 

26.09 

15.18 

8.30 

4.00 

1.47 

.37 

.06 

100. 
82.56 
68.39 
56.29 
45.38 
27J22 
15.62 
8.30 

1.49 
.38 
.04 

100. 
86.76 
74.79 
63.90 
53.93 

3ai3 

23.24 

ia65 

7M 

2.80 

.64 

.05 

10 
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This  subject  is  an  important  one,  and  might  be  profitably  examined  more  in 
detail ;  but  I  leave  it  for  the  present  to  advert  to  the  facts  obtained  under  the 
Registry  Law  of  this  State. 

The  number  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  returned  under  the  Registry  Law 
of  Massachusetts,  in  all  the  counties  but  Sufiblk,  in  1845,  and  the  three  preceding 
years,  not  including  the  still  bom,  were — 

1842.  1813.                1844.  18U. 

Births, 6,470  8,669  14,M6  16,664 

Marriages, 4,974  5,023             4,276  4,841 

Deaths, 7,491  8,305              8,250  8,642 

An  examination  of  the  Abstract  of  each  town,  on  pages  3  to  11  inclusive,  and  the 
notes  appended  to  that  abstract,  shows  that  these  returns  do  not  include  all  that 
have  occurred.  Some  towns  have  omitted  to  make  any  returns,  and  others  are  so 
imperfect,  that  a  comparison  between  these  numbers  and  the  population  would 
present  a  fallacious  result  I  stated,  in  my  communication  to  Mr.  Bolles,  already 
referred  to,  that  the  population  then  was  **  about  750,000,  and  in  this  number 
it  may  be  estimated  that  1  in  30,  or  about  25,000  births ;  1  in  125,  or  6,000 
marriages ;  and  1  in  60,  or  12,500  deaths,  take  place  in  the  whole  State  eveiy 
year.  This  is  a  mere  estimate,  and  may  be  erroneous,  though  it  is  supposed  to  be 
not  far  from  the  truth."  From  a  comparison  of  some  of  the  returns  since  that  time, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  the  proportional  number  of  births  and  marriages  too  small; 
and  the  deaths  also,  unless  Boston  be  excluded.  Taking  the  rural  districts  alone, 
it  would  be  a  fair  estimate,  but  including  the  cities,  it  would  perhaps  be  too  low 
an  estimate  of  the  number  of  deaths.  The  number  of  births  returned  has  in- 
creased each  year,  and  in  1845  amounted  to  nearly  double  those  of  1842.  This 
is  an  encour^ng  fact,  and  shows  the  increasing  attention  of  the  people  to  Reg- 
istration. The  number  of  marriages  and  deatlis  returned  has  not  varied  mate- 
rially in  the  four  years. 

The  following  table  (e)  is  compiled  from  the  latest  information  in  my  posses- 
sion, showing  the  proportions  which  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  bear  to  the 
population  in  various  European  states. 


AoDual  noinl>er  of  Marriages, 

Nunber  of  persons  living 

BirUL<(,  and  Ueaths,  to  100  per-    < 

to  one  annual    Marriage, 

sons  living,  or  per  cent. 

Birth,  and  Death. 

Statxs. 

Period  of 
Observation. 

1 

• 

Marriages.     Births. 

Deaths. 

Marriages. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

per  cent. 

per  cent. 

percent. 

One  in 

One  in 

One  in 

England,  - 

1839^1842 

.770 

3.200 

2.209 

130 

31 

45 

Prance,    - 

1840-1842 

.825 

2.837 

2.397 

121 

35 

42 

Austria,  - 

1839^1841 

.807 

3.874 

2.995 

124 

26 

33 

Prussia,  - 

1839-1841 

.887 

3.767 

2.658 

113 

27 

38 

Russia,    - 

1842 

1.013 

4.284 

3.590 

99 

23 

28 

This  interesting  statement  shows  that  in  England,  a  less  proportioii  of  nu^ 
riages  and  deaths  takes  place  than  in  either  of  the  states  mentioiied.  Fkuot 
wooeds  her  in  birthi.    In  RuMtAttheproportiooofMchuTeiylaigeitBBOMdm 
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by  nearly  25  per  cent  those  of  England.  It  has  been  said,  that  in  warm  countries 
marriages  take  place  earlier,  and  births  and  deaths  are  more  numerous ;  but  the 
Russian  returns  do  not  seem  to  confirm  its  truth.  It  would  be  interesting,  if  we 
had  the  means  of  making  a  similar  statement  respecting  each  State  in  our 
confederacy. 

Marriages. — ^The  age  of  the  parties  at  marriage  is  an  important  element  to 
be  recorded.  Some  have  objected  to  give  it  from  a  desire  for  *'  fictitious  youth," 
from  false  ideas  of  delicacy,  or  a  misapprehension  of  its  importance ;  and  in  other 
cases  it  has  been  omitted  through  the  carelessness  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to 
make  the  records.  The  consequence  has  been,  that  in  a  portion  only  of  the 
returns  has  the  age  been  stated.  Better  results,  it  is  hop^d,  will  be  produced  in 
future.  Abstracts  of  these  returns  are  presented  in  five  tables,  pages  38  to  40, 
constructed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  present  the  ages  of  the  parties  in  a  very  inter- 
esting view.  It  appears  that  9,682  persons  were  married  and  returned  the  last 
year,  of  whom  the  ages  of  6,852  are  stated — 3,422  males  and  3,430  females ;  and 
2,830  are  not  stated — 1,419  males  and  1,411  females.  The  condition  of  the  par- 
ties was  as  follows : — 

Marriages  in  Tvhich  both  parties  were  married  for  the  first  time,         .       .  3,490 

"        the  man  was  married  for  the  first  time  and  the  woman  not|  113 

"       the  woman  was  married  for  the  first  time  and  the  man  not,  490 

'*        both  parties  had  been  married  before,        »        .        .        .  194 

"        the  condition  of  the  parties  was  not  stated,        .        .        .  664 

Total, •        .        .        .        .       4,841 

G.  R.  Porter,  Esq.,  an  eminent  English  statistician,  in  a  recent  work  quoted  in 
the  American  Almanac  for  1846,  says  '*the  rapid  growth  of  the  population  of  the 
United  States  is  not  attributable  to  the  great  duration  of  life,  but  arises  from  the 
number  and  fruitfulness  of  marriages,  aided  in  a  considerable  degree  by  emigra- 
tion." It  is  important  to  know  whether  this  be  true  or  false.  Knowing  the  age 
at  marriage  J  and  instituting  a  comparison  with  other  countries,  are  the  means  of 
arriving  at  the  truth.  The  Belgian  returns,  and  the  report  of  the  last  census  of 
Ireland,  afibrd  the  means  of  doing  it  in  relation  to  those  countries.  Those  of 
England  do  not  It  is,  however,  proposed  to  alter  the  Registration  law  there,  so 
as  to  require  it.  The  last  report  of  the  Registrar  General  has  the  following  sen- 
sible remarks  on  this  subject :  "  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  although  the 
increase  of  population  and  the  influence  of  early  and  late  marriages  on  the  wel- 
fare of  nations,  have  for  the  whole  of  the  present  century  occupied  public  atten- 
tion, and  been  made  the  basis  of  theories  which  have  guided  or  biased  legisla- 
tion, no  provision  has  yet  been  made  for  determining  the  simplest  fundamental 
facts — ^the  foundation  of  all  reasoning  on  tlie  subject — such  as  the  ages  at  mar- 
riage, the  ages  of  mothers,  of  children,  the  numbers  of  married  and  single  per- 
sons at  the  several  periods  of  life.  Upon  many  of  these  points  the  greatest 
ignorance  prevails,  writers  on  population  depending  on  rough  approximations, 
derived  from  scanty,  imperfect,  and  often  erroneous  data,  because  the  censuses 
and  registers  have  not  yet  been  taken  and  abstracted  upon  a  comprehensive  and 
well-considered  plan." 

These  are  the  views  of  those  who  proposed  to  have  inserted  in  the  Uasiach^- 
setts  Register  the  age  of  the  parties  at  marriage  \  and  \t  ttK^et  xnuooA  ^«n^ 
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^necessary  to  show  its  importance,  they  will  appear  from  the  facts  already  ob- 
tained, some  of  which  are  presented  in  this  report 

The  following  table,  (/)  containing  those  marriages  only,  where  both  partiM 
were  married  for  the  first  time,  and  whose  ages  are  stated,  is  compiled  from  the 
Massachusetts  returns  of  1845,  and  the  Belgian  returns  of  1841. 

(f) 


Aos. 

Number  of  persons  married  in 

To  10^000  married,  there  were  in 

Belgium. 

MassachoeeUs. 

Belgium. 

Males. 

Females 

Males. 

Females 

Males. 

Females 

Males. 

Femalei 

Under  20, 
20  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
Over    60, 

53 

1308 

952 

247 

81 
17 

8 
5 

■ 
• 

690 
1422 

446 
79 
17 
14 
2 
1 
• 
• 

757 

4530 

9420 

5497 

2488 

1000 

340 

137 

56 

72 

2685 

6906 

8067 

3841 

1719 

653 

225 

76 

27 

38 

198 

4897 

3564 

925 

303 

64 

30 

19 

• 

• 

2583 

5324 

1670 

296 

64 

52 

7 

4 

• 

• 

312 

1864 
3877 

1024 

412 

140 

56 

23 

30 

1105 

2867 

3320 

1581 

707 

269 

93 

3J 

11 

16 

2671 

2671 

24,297 

24,297 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

Average  age,  25.84   22.69      29.47    27.43 

The  Belgian  tables  give  the  marriages  "  under  21.**  Our  tables  give  them 
''  under  20,"  which  will  make  a  slight  difference  in  the  proportion  at  that  and  the 
subsequent  age,  but  in  no  other.  It  appears  from  this  table,  that  while  in  Massa- 
chusetts, to  eveiy  10,000  of  all  ages,  4,897  males  and  5,324  females  are  married 
between  the  ages  of  20  and  25;  in  Belgium  only  1,864  males  and  2,867  females 
out  of  the  same  number,  are  married  at  those  ages.  The  average  age  in  Massa- 
chusetts of  the  males  was  25.84  and  the  females,  22.69,  while  in  Belgium  the  males 
averaged  29.47  and  the  females  27.43.  This  average  age  shows  a  difference  of  3.63 
years  in  the  males,  and  4.74  in  the  females.  This  is  the  result  of  the  marriages 
in  which  both  parties  were  married  for  the  first  time.  I  will  next  present  a  view 
of  all  the  marriages,  whatever  the  condition  of  the  parties.  And  in  the  table  {g)  is 
given  the  ages  of  506,652  males,  522,205  females,  when  married,  taken  from  the 
last  census  of  Ireland. 

This  table  shows  that  in  Massachusetts  40.59  per  cent  of  the  males  were  be- 
tween the  ages  of  20  and  25  at  marriage,  while  in  Belgium  the  proportion  was 
only  15.65  per  cent  The  proportions  at  the  other  ages  differ  very  materially. 
Those  married  under  and  over  25  will  appear  by  the  comparison  exhibited  in 
table  (A,)  next  page. 

These  remarkable  results  show  that  the  proportion  of  males  married  under  25 
was  evea  greater  in  Maasachosetta  than  in  Ireland,  and  the  proportion  of  fenwlei 
WBf  nearly  as  laige;  and  both  were  more  than  doable  thoee  of  Belgiom. 

7!be  mmiber  of  mairiaget  in  IMSI  v&d  lB4S)ia  c^ven  in  the  reports^  witkonl 
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■pecifying  the  month  in  which  they  took  place.    In  1644  and  1845,  they  ocenmd 
in  the  different  moatlu  u  represented  in  table  (t,)  next  page. 

Thia  statement  ehowa  that  the  aeaaoni  hare  conaideiable  influence  on  the 
muster  of  marriagea,  varying  from  461  to  1,379  in  1844,  and  ftom  514  to  1,305 
in  1645.  The  average  number  each  nHmth  wm  347  in  1844,  and  401  in  lS45w 
The  month  in  which  the  amalleet  nnmber  occncred  was  July,  and  that  in  whkh 


Kot. 

Number  of  persons  married,  of  oil  condiliom,  in 

Help™. 

Iietud,  183&~I840. 

Males. 

Females 

Maleg. 

Femalet 

Halei. 

Female). 

Under  20, 

56 

738 

774'    2631 

44,207 

153^312 

ao  to  25, 

]38!> 

1587 

46771    7431 

165,664 

as  to  30, 

1093 

602 

10,0671    9082'  145,531 

98,465 

30  to  35, 

371 

201 

65271    4928,    76,349 

34,812 

35  to  -10, 

175 

117 

3636,    279J 

36,415 

14,752 

1477 

17,595 

6,133 

45  to  50, 

85 

43 

93J 

753 

10,074 

2,942 

50   to  55, 

48 

23 

512 

357 

5,396 

i:i83 

55  to  60, 

31 

18 

31( 

136 

5,431 

859 

Over    00, 

59 

9 

403|      110 

3433 

3430 

39,876  39,876 

506,652 

523,205 

Age. 

To  10,000  marned,  of  alJ  rondliiont,  there  wore 

164 

2152 

25!) 

948        873 

3936 

20  to  a5, 

40S 

4627 

1565 

2464 

3270 

4017 

25  to  30, 

3194 

1755 

337( 

304C 

2873 

1886 

30   to  35, 

1084 

586 

ai8£ 

165C 

1507 

667 

35  to  40, 

511 

341 

1217 

934 

719 

282 

40  to  45, 

;t«> 

aet 

mi 

494 

346 

117 

45   to   50, 

a4t 

125 

31f 

asa 

50  ID  55, 

14( 

65 

171 

ll» 

107 

23 

55   to   CO, 

91 

K 

10.I 

42 

107 

16 

Over    60, 

173 

26 

134 

37 

10,000 

10,000 

10,00 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

In 

Hales. 

Faaaks. 

UadnU 

Over». 

UaderU. 

OtwM. 

Ha»achuHtt>,  -    - 
Ireland,  ...    - 
BelKinm.      -    -    - 

43^ 
41.43 

18:34 

57.77 

58.57 
81.76 

67.79 
69.S3 
34.33 

33JU 
3a47 

6S^ 

i 
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the  largest  number  occurred,  November^ — ^the  month  of  the  annual  rotnm  of  the 
New  England  festival.  Thanksgiving.  Many  families  meet  together  on  that  day 
to  congratulate  the  newly  formed  marriage  connexions. 

Births. — The  number  only  of  the  births  is  given  in  the  Reports  of  1842  and 
1843,  without  distinction  of  sex,  or  the  months  m  which  they  took  place.  In  1844 
and  1845,  the  sex  and  time  of  birth  are  specified.    It  appears  that 

In  1844. 
The  whole  number  of  births  returned,  were  ....    14,646 

Of  which  the  male  births  were 7,344 

the  female  births  were 6,991 


C( 


if 


311 


/hl846. 

16,664 

7,7»S 

7,694 

177 


(C 


<c 


11 


IC 


f( 


cc 


96.08 

105.04 

61.23 


97.44 

108.63 

60,66 

49.36 


the  births  in  which  the  sex  is  not  stated,  were     . 
Of  those  in  which  the  sex  was  known,  the  females  were  to 

100  males, 
"  the  males  to  100  females,    . 

"  the  males  to  100  both  sexes, 

"  the  females  to  100  both  sexes,  48.77 

This  shows  that  there  are  more  males  than  females  bom ;  and  the  proportions 
are  nearly  the  same  as  occur  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  The  months  of  the 
year  in  which  they  took  place,  appear  in  table  (j,)  next  page. 

These  observations  are  not  sufficiently  extensive  to  form  any  very  correct  opin- 
ion on  the  subject ;  but,  so  far  as  they  go,  they  do  not  show  that  the  seasons  have 
any  perceptible  influence  on  tlie  number  of  births,  as  is  stated  to  be  the  fact 
in  some  parts  of  the  world.  The  average  number  each  month  was  1,209  in  1844, 
and  1,280  in  1845. 

In  1844  there  was  1  case  of  twin  births  to       123  cases  of  birth. 

1         "  "  to       129 

1         "    triplets         to     7261 
1         "       "  to  15,444 

1         "    quadruplets  to  16,623 
no  case  of 

(i) 


"  1845 
"  1844 
"  1846 
"  1844 


» 


1845 


II 


(I 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


MOIITH. 

Number  of  Mar- 
ria^s  in 

To  10,000  Marriages, 
there  were  in 

1844. 

1845. 

1844. 

1845. 

Januaiy,    -    - 
February,  -    - 
March,  -    -    - 
April,    -    -    - 
May,     -    -    - 
June,    -    -    - 
July,     .    .    - 
August,     -    - 
September,     - 
October,    -    - 
November, 
December,     - 

Specified,  -    - 
Not  specified, - 

Totol,.    - 

337 
264 
264 
429 
429 
325 
192 
229 
284 
442 
575 
399 

414 
270 
262 
474 
465 
a36 
263 
286 
419 
538 
629 
464 

809 

633 

633 

1029 

1029 

780 

461 

549 

681 

1060 

1379 

957 

a59 
560 
544 
983 
965 
697 
546 
593 
869 
1116 
1305 
963 

4169 
106 

4820 
21 

10,000 

10,000 

4975 

4841 
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It  would  be  interesting  and  important  to  know  the  average  number  of  chil- 
dren bom  to  each  marriage  in  Massachusetts.  Our  returns  are,  however,  not 
sufficiently  full  to  allow  us  to  make  even  a  safe  comparison  as  to  the  proportion 
the  births  bear  to  the  nuuriages,  deaths  or  population.  I  venture  the  opinion 
that  the  number  of  births  to  a  marriage  here,  is  greater  than  in  England ;  but  that 
the  number  here  is  not  as  great  now  as  it  was  30  or  40  years  ago. 

"The  births  registered  in  England  are  in  proportion  to  the  population  one 
seventh  part  more  numerous  than  in  France,  and  one  seventh  part  less  than  in 
Prussia.  To  3,525  inhabitants  100  buths  are  annually  registered  in  France,  113 
in  England,  133  in  Prussia,  136  in  Austria,  151  in  Russia.  The  small  number  of 
births  in  France  is  not  accounted  for  by  any  diflference  in  the  proportion  of  the 
persons  married,  who  are,  in  fact,  more  numerous  in  France  than  in  any  other 
country  from  which  I  have  been  able  to  procure  returns.  It  appears  that  100 
French  wives  had  14  children,  100  Prussian  wives  21  children  yearly ;  or,  in  other 
terms,  717  wives  bore  annuaUy  100  children  in  France,  152  children  in  Prussia. 
If  the  births  are  divided  by  the  annual  marriages  that  took  place  seven  years  be- 
fore, there  were  3.33  births  (in  wedlock)  to  a  marriage  in  France— 4.05  to  a  mar- 
riage in  Prussia,  and  4.34  to  a  marriage  in  Austria ;  4.26  to  a  marriage  in  Eng- 
land, and  if  a  correction  be  made  for  first  marriages,  4.79  to  every  two  persons 
married.  The  total  annual  births  in  England,  divided  by  the  persons  married 
seven  years  before,  give  on  an  average  5.12  children  to  every  two  persons  mar- 
ried ;  and  as  many  illegitimate  children  are  the  ofispring  of  married  persons  be- 
fore, during  or  after  marriage,  the  number  of  children  to  every  twd  persons  mar- 
ried in  England  must  be  between  4.79  and  5.12,  or  little  short  of  Jive,  about  three 
of  which  attain  the  age  of  marriage  to  replace  the  two  parents  and  those  who 
have  no  offspring ;  the  surplus  swelling  the  number  of  the  existing  inhabitants  of 
the  island,  or  flowing  in  of  emigration." 

0) 


Month. 

Number  of  Birllis  in 

In  lOflOO  Binhs, 
Uiere  were  in 

1844. 

1845. 

1844. 

1845. 

January,    -    - 

1170 

1335 

806 

869 

February,  -    - 

1210 

1295 

834 

843 

March,  -    -    - 

1239 

1512 

854 

984 

April,    -    -    - 

1230 

1452 

'    847 

945 

May,     -    -    - 

1144 

1013 

788 

659 

June,    -    -    - 

1134 

1063 

781 

692 

July,     -    -    - 

1164 

1235 

802 

804 

August,     -    - 

1350 

1350 

930 

878 

September,     - 

1282 

1314 

883 

855 

October,    -    - 

1206 

1324 

831 

661 

November, 

1195 

1235 

823 

804 

December, 

Specified,  -    - 
Not  Specified, 

Total,  .    - 

1192 

1238 

821 

806 

14,516 

15,366 

10,000 

10,000 

180 

198 

. 

14,646 

15,564 
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Dkaths. — ^It  has  been  stated  that  the  namber  of  deaths  retarned  was  7^642, 
not  including  the  still  born,  and  8,715  including  them.  They  occurred  in  the  sev- 
eral counties  as  stated  in  the  subjoined  table,  (k)  We  have  arranged  the 
countiea  so  as  to  admit  of  being  easily  grouped  together ;  the  4  western  in  oaM 
division,  the  4  middle  in  another,  and  the  5  southern  in  another,  if  desired. 


Deathi. 

CoUHTlKt. 

Populalioo, 
1840. 

. 

Male. 

Female. 

Not  Specified. 

ToUL 

Berkshire,     -    - 

41,745 

218 

252 

18 

488 

Franklin,  -    -    - 

28,812 

143 

182 

6 

331 

Hampshire,  -    - 

30,897 

J68 

210 

17 

995 

Hampden,     -    - 

37,366 

239 

254 

16 

500 

Worcester,    -    - 

95,313 

696 

824 

7 

1527 

Middlesex,    -    - 

106,611 

734 

750 

22 

1506 

Essex,      -    -    - 

94,987 

705 

772 

27 

1504 

Norfolk,  -    -    - 

53,140 

298 

333 

26 

e57 

Plymouth,     -    - 

47,373 

228 

243 

13 

484 

Bristol,     -    -    - 

60,165 

336 

369 

14 

719 

Barnstable,  -    - 

32,548 

211 

184 

13 

406 

Dukes,     -    -    - 

3,958 

28 

23 

2 

53 

Nantucket,   -    - 

9,012 

64 

70 

• 

134 

641,927 

4068 

4466 

181 

8715 

The  returns  fall  so  far  short  of  the  actual  number,  that  a  comparison  of  the 
proportion  they  bear  to  the  population  would  be  fallacious.  Accuracy  in  this  re- 
spect can  be  attained  only  afler  the  Registry  Law  shall  have  been  amended  and 
the  recordd  and  returns  perfected.  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion,  from  an  exami- 
nation of  several  of  the  returns  last  year,  which  appear  most  correct,  that  if  the 
whole  number  of  deaths  in  the  State  had  been  stated,  it  would  not  have  amounted 
to  more  than  1  in  57  of  the  living.  This  proportion  may,  however,  be  found  to  be 
incorrect  by  full  and  authentic  data. 

An  interesting  view  of  the  proportion  of  deaths  in  the  two  sexes  may  be  given, 
embracing  the  abstracts  for  the  four  years.    (I) 

(I) 


Ykar. 

Deathi. 

Of  those  whose  sex  was  knowD,  1 
there  were                   1 

Whole 
Number. 

Male. 

Female. 

Not  stated. 

To  100  Deaths  of  both 
sexes. 

Females  to 
100  Males. 

Males. 

Females. 

1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 

7496 
8305 
8338 
8715 

3329 
3684 
3712 
4068 

3603 
4961 
4173 
4466 

474 
350 
453 
181 

nil 

52.50 
53.65 
52.92 
52^ 

110.98 
llSjQS 
11241 

ioa78 
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It  has  already  been  shown  that  more  males  than  females  are  born.  From  the 
above  statement  it  appears  that  fewer  males  than  females  die.  A  comparison 
can  be  instituted  between  them  only  in  the  last  two  years,  since  in  the  first  two 
Reports  they  are  not  both  specified. 

(m) 


hi 

To  every  lO/XX)  males 
there  were  females 

Showing  a 
difference  of 

Bom. 

Died. 

1844 
1845 

9508 
9744 

11,241 
10,978 

1733 
1234 

It  may  be  asked,  what  becomes  of  this  difierence  ?  The  answer  is  principally 
found  in  the  greater  number  of  males  than  females,  which  the  State  furnishes  to 
people  other  parts  of  the  Union,  and  to  traverse  the  world.  From  the  census 
of  New  York  city,  just  published,  it  appears  that  16,086  of  its  inhabitants  were 
bom  in  New  England ;  and  throughout  all  the  Western  States,  New  England  men 
are  found.  It  would  be  an  exceedingly  interesting  inquiry,  bow  many  emigrants 
have  been  furnished  each  year  by  Massachusetts.  And  if  a  good  system  of 
Registration  had  been  in  operation,  we  should  have  been  able  to  show  it  We 
should  have  been  able  to  show  bow  many  have  gone  hence  to  spread  the  whole- 
some influence  of  the  land  of  their  birth  in  other  States  and  other  regions.  If 
every  10,000  births  furnish  1,250  emigrants,  the  25,000  births  which  have  been 
estimated  to  take  place  in  the  State  annualljr,  would  furnish  over  3,000  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  other  lands  than  that  of  their  nativity. 

The  influence  of  the  seasant  over  the  number  of  deaths  is  universally  acknowl- 
edged to  be  great ;  but  it  varies  according  to  place,  age,  disease,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances. It  is  highly  important  to  know  how  far  all  these  influences  effect 
the  health  of  the  people.  The  following  facts  (table  (n,)  next  page]  compiled 
from  the  returns  afford  a  general  illustration  of  the  matter. 

This  table  shows  a  great  difference  in  the  mortality  of  the  different  months  of 
the  year.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  smallest  number  of  deaths  generally  occurs 
in  May  and  June,  and  the  greatest  number  in  August  and  September,  varying 
this  year,  in  those  months,  from  582  in  every  10,000  to  1092.  A  particular 
examination  of  the  other  months  will  be  of  interest  By  dividing  the  year  into 
quarters,  the  following  proportion  per  cent  will  appear. 

184?. 
FWn/cr— Jan.  Feb.  March,  .        .  96.63 

Spring— Aprily  May,  June,         .  22.81 

Summer — July,  Aug.  Sept  .  26. U 

ilu/umn— Oct.  Nov.  Dec.     .        .        .        2fA2 

The  ages  at  death  make  one  ot*  the  most  important  elements  in  vital  statistics. 
Combined  with  the  ages  of  the  living,  they  give  us  the  means  of  measuring  the 
value  of  life,  and  estimating  the  comparative  health  enjoyed  by  persons  in  differ- 
ent places  and  under  different  circumstances.  In  proportion  as  the  average  shall 
be  high  or  low,  will  a  people  of  similar  ages  of  the  living  be  healthy  or  an- 
11 


1443. 

1844. 

1846. 

22.16 

23.82 

24.70 

25.03 

21.21 

20.41 

29.28 

28.80 

29.86 

23.63 

26.17 

26.03 
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health  J.  In  the  fint  place,  I  will  praaent  for  each  countf  the  DumbeT  rettnned  at 
each  a^  apecified  for  the  year  IS!!),  (e)  The  conntiea  are  ao  ananged  that  thoM 
who  choose  may  make  the  divisiona  of  the  State,  as  before  inggeHted,  Wbethor 
any  such  divisiona  may  hereafter  be  adopted,  will  depend  on  the  tscta  elicited  by 
-  future  inveatigatioii. 


Number  of  DeMhi 

Id  every  10,000  Deathi,  ttaofe   | 

Month. 

184S. 

1843. 

isu. 

1S15. 

104!. 

1843. 

iSIA.  1   1S4S.  1 

January, 

606 

563 

G41 

68?. 

830 

687 

795 

789 

Pebman',     . 

ftff 

608 

635 

fism 

845 

742 

787 

796 

March, 

74U 

645 

645 

763 

998 

787 

600 

883 

^r.    : 

711 

635 

577 

6»7 

959 

775 

715 

807 

495 

763 

592 

667 

919 

7:m 

jji .    . 

486 

663 

542 

504 

655 

809 

672 

583 

loly,    .        . 

487 

654 

584 

706 

657 

798 

7S4 

817 

620 

844 

821 

9'JH 

836 

1030 

iOie     1074 

September,    . 

757 

901 

91S 

946 

1021 

1100 

1138     1095 

October,        . 

Mlfi 

796 

757 

WW 

1087 

686 

939       970 

November,    . 

527 

627 

639 

711 

792       753 

December,    . 

553 

575 

715 

674 

744 

702 

886       780 

Specified,      . 
Not  specified, 

7416 
133 

8194 
147 

6066 
184 

6643 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000!  10,000 

Total,  .        . 

7548 

8341 

8250 

8643 

Average, 

618 

682 

672 

720 

833 

633 

833       833 

\  r 

30  to  40, 
40  to  50, 
50  to  60, 


78  275 
48  119 
39,  142 

20     55 


361  104 
39  92 
3sl  114 


Totnl, 


481  338  395  507(1522 1492|l489  MO]  4&3  715  408|  1738642 
30.89   37.3  3X»  ffi^!a.4al26.«Ua(*,?aKlUAaAiM^3l^30J3!s(^ 
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A  careful  examination  and  analysis  of  the  ages  in  each  county,  will  show 
some  difference  in  the  average  duration  of  life,  so  far  as  ascertained  by  the  aver- 
age age  at  death.  I  will  not,  however,  attempt  this  analysis  at  this  time,  but 
present  the  aggregate  returns  of  deaths  for  the  whole  State  daring  the  four  years, 
1842 — 1845,  for  each  specified  age,  and  the  proportion  they  bear  to  10^000  of  all 
ages.(;5) 

(P) 


AOK. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

To  every  10^000  Deaths  there  were 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

1845. 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

1845. 

Under  1,    -    - 

1  to  2,    -    - 

2  to  5,    -    - 
5  to  10,.    - 

10  to  20,  -    . 
20  to  30,  -    - 
30  to  40,-    - 
40  to  50,  -    - 
50  to  60,  -    - 
60  to  70,  -    - 
70  to  80,  -    - 
80  to  90,  -    - 
90  to  100,     - 
Over  100,-    - 

Specified,  -    - 
Not  specified, - 

Total,  -    - 

808 
466 
637 
351 
493 
854 
555 
526 
474 
540 
649 
491 
137 
5 

1052 
553 
679 
446 
496 
882 
648 
525 
488 
603 
767 
531 
122 
6 

1250 
542 
556 
333 
532 
839 
655 
478 
434 
602 
751 
576 
137 
4 

1478 
697 
739 
354 
592 
995 
704 
508 
500 
541 
705 
462 
107 
6 

1157 
667 
912 
502 
706 

1222 
794 
753 
679 
773 
929 
703 
196 
7 

1349 
709 
871 
572 
636 

1131 
831 
673 
626 
773 
984 
681 
156 
8 

1626 
705 
723 
433 
692 

1091 
852 
622 
564 
783 
977 
749 
178 
5 

1762 
831 
881 
422 
706 

1186 
839 
606 
596 
645 
840 
551 
128 
7 

6986 
510 

7798 
507 

7689 
561 

8388 
254 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

7496 

8305 

8250 

8642 

One  of  the  first  ideas  presented  by  this  table,  is  the  remarkable  increase  of 
infantile  mortality  within  the  four  years,  being  from  1157  to  1762,  or  605;  over 
6  per  cent  And  from  the  table  it  appears  that  this  increase  has  been  nearly 
gradual  each  year.  Some  variation  is  presented  in  other  ages,  but  in  none  is  it  so 
striking  as  in  that  under  one  year.  Are  we  aware  that  17.62  per  cent  of  all  the 
deaths,  are  of  children  under  one  year  old  ?  In  a  work  on  the  Vital  Statiirtics  of 
Boston,  which  I  published  in  1840,  the  attention  of  the  pyblic  was  called  to  the 
great  proportional  increase  of  deaths  among  children  under  five  yeaxs  of  age  in 
cities ;  but  I  was  not  aware,  until  I  made  the  above  calculations,  tha£  in  the  more 
rural  districts  embraced  in  this  report,  the  same  causes  had  been  in  operation, 
there,  though  not  in  an  equal  degree,  to  destroy  human  life  at  its  very  begin- 
nings. Such  developments  should  arrest  the  serious  attention  of  parents  and  all 
concerned,  to  ascertain  and  remove,  if  possible,  the  destructive  agencies  at  work 
among  us  on  this  class  of  human  beings. 

These  facta  will  appear  in  a  still  more  forcible  light,  by  presenting  the  propor- 
tionate number  of  survivors,  calculated  from  the  age  of  the  dying,  in  the  same 
manner  as  we  have  presented  the  number  of  survivon  caJculated  from  the  age  of 
the  living.  (See  table  (d,)  p.  73)  Against  the  survivors  in  Massachusetts  those  of 
Preston,  England,  are  given,  taken  from  the  Pariiaffientary  Re|^^»L^bft^^R^ 
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of  Towns.  The  survivors  there  are  presented  in  three  divisions.  One  repteseDts 
the  upper  class,  among  whom  the  best  health  and  greatest  longevity  prevail ; 
another,  the  middling  class,  who  enjoy  a  lower  grade  of  health ;  and  the  other 
the  laboring  class,  who  suffer  most  The  difference  in  the  number  of  survivon, 
at  the  different  ages,  is  very  remarkable. 

(q) 


surviving. 

Number  surviving  each  specified  age,  calculated  from  the  deaths. 

In  Massachusetts. 

In  Preston,  England. 

1842. 

1843.      1844. 

1845. 

Gentry. 

Tradesmen 

Operatives 

At   Birth, 

1  year, 

2  years, 
5      " 

10      « 
20      " 
30      « 
40      « 
50      " 
60      " 
70      « 
80      " 
90      " 
100      « 

100. 

88.43 

81.76 

72.64 

67.62 

60.56 

48.34 

40.40 

32.87 

26.08 

18.35 

9.06 

2.03 

.07 

100.      100. 

86.51    83.74 

7i).42    76.69 

70.71    69.46 

64.99    65.13 

58.63:  58.21 

47.32    47.30 

39.01 1  38.78 

32.28 '  32.56 

26.02    26.92 

18.29;  19.09 

8.45      9.32 

1.64      1.83 

.08        .05 

100. 

82.38 

74.67 

65.26 

61.04 

53.98 

42.12 

33.73 

27.67 

21.71 

15.26 

6.86 

1.35 

.07 

100. 
90.8 
87.6 
82.4 
81.1 
76.3 
72.3 
63.4 
56. 
45.1 
25.4 

8. 

1.3 

. 

100. 

79.6 

73.5 

61.8 

56.6 

51.6 

45.9 

37.5 

28.1 

20.5 

13.3 

4.5 

.8 

• 

100. 

68.2 

57.5 

44.6 

38.8 

31.5 

25.2 

.   20.4 

15.6 

11.2 

6.1 

2.1 

.2 

• 

It  appears  from  tliis  tabic,  tliat  in  Massachusetts,  60.56  per  cent  in  1842  sur- 
vived tlie  age  of  20,  and  only  53.98  in  1845;  while  in  Preston,  76.3  per  cent  of 
the  "gentry,"  51.6  per  cent,  of  the  "  tradesmen,"  and  only  31.5  per  cent,  of  the 
"  operatives,"  survived  the  same  nge.  In  Massachusetts,  26.08  in  1842,  and  only 
21.71  in  1845,  survived  the  age  of  60,  while  in  Preston  45.1  per  cent  of  the 
gentry,  20.5  per  cent,  of  the  tradesmen,  and  only  11.2  per  cent  of  the  laborers 
survived  that  age.  This  shows  that  the  people  of  Massachusetts  do  not  enjoy  so 
good  health  as  the  better  classes  in  England,  though  better  health  than  the  labor- 
ing classes.  The  influence  of  circumstances  and  occupation  on  health  and  lon- 
gevity, 18  strikingly  illustrated  by  the  statement  concerning  Preston.  It  appears 
that  while  72.3  per  cent  of  the  gentry  survived  30  years,  only  25.2  of  the  opera- 
tives, or  laborers,  survived  the  same  age. 

Place  of  birth  has  some  influence  on  health  and  longevity.  It  is  useful  to 
know,  not  only  whether  the  person  dying  was  a  native  of  the  State,  but  the  town, 
and,  if  possible,  tlie  locality  in  the  town  where  he  lived  and  died.  Some  particu- 
lar places,  near  marshes  and  stagnant  water,  in  rural  districts,  and  in  dirty  streets 
and  lanes,  in  citios,  are  known  to  be  surrounded  with  a  miasmatic  atmosphere, 
that  injures  health  and  abridges  life.  To  ascertain  how  far  such  causes  exist, 
and  what  influence  they  possess,  wna  one  reason  for  inserting  the  place  of  birth 
in  the  Register.  The  Alphabetical  Abstract  of  causes  of  death,  specifiei  tiie 
fiicti  in  relation  to  each.  From  this  the  following  table,  including  the  Btill  ban, 
iv  eoapUed.    (Ttble  (r,j  next  page.^ 
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(r) 


C0UKTIK8. 

Natives  of 
the  town. 

Other 
Americans. 

Foreigners. 

Not  speci- 
fied. 

Total. 

Berkshire,       .         .         250 

131 

10 

97 

486 

Franklin, 

139 

103 

• 

89 

331 

Hampshire,     . 

206 

92 

1 

96 

395 

Hampden, 

296 

161 

15 

97 

509 

Worcester, 

887 

431 

26 

183 

1527 

Middlesex, 

822 

378 

92 

214 

1306 

Essex,    . 

937 

245 

23 

299 

1504 

Norfolk, 

405 

117 

9 

126 

657 

Plymouth, 

368 

50 

3 

63 

484 

Bristol, 

425 

124 

12 

158 

719 

Barnstable, 

326 

55 

12 

15 

408 

Dukes  and  Nantuckel 

;,       166 

14 

6 

1 

187 

Total, 

■                 • 

5167 

1901 

209 

1438 

8715 

This  table  shows,  in  a  forcible  manner,  the  stationary  habits  which  govern  the 

inhabitants  of  the  interior  towns  in  Massachusetts.    Of  the  7,277,  whose  place 

of  birth  is  specified,  there  were 

Number.     In  100. 

Natives  of  the  town  in  which  they  died, 5,167    or    71.01 

Natives  of  other  places  in  the  United  States,  .        .        .        .        1,901     "     26.12 

Bom  in  foreign  countries, 209     "      2.87 

Total, 7,277  100.00 

The  counties  having  the  largest  proportion  of  persons  who  were  not  bom  in 
the  town  in  which  they  died,  were  Worcester  and  Middlesex.  Essex  was  the 
next,  and  Hampshire  had  the  least.  Middlesex,  including  Lowell  and  Charles- 
town,  had  nearly  four  times  as  many  foreigners  as  any  other.  The  counties  in 
which  large  manufacturing  towns  are  situated  are  affected  by  immigration  to 
these  towns,  and  they  show  a  larger  proportion  of  Americans,  born  in  other  places, 
as  well  as  foreigners. 

OccupaHon  is  supposed  to  have  some  influence  on  health  and  longevity.  Some 
employments  are  supposed  to  be  favorable  and  others  unfavorable.  The  table, 
page  86,  was  compiled  from  the  three  published  reports  and  the  manuscript 
returns  for  this  year,  and  it  will  be  found  to  possess  interest  Subjoined  are  a 
few  facts  from  this  table,  showing  the  influence  of  some  of  the  occupations 
specified.  The  table  contains  the  number  and  average  ago  each  year,  and  the 
total  for  the  four  years.    (Table  («,)  next  page.) 

Though  these  observations  are  too  limited  to  show  how  far  occupation  has  an 
influence  over  life,  yet  they  show  there  ia  a  difference^  which  it  is  important  to 
have  investigated  and  known  by  a  long  series  of  observations  extending  through- 
out the  State.  According  to  this  statement,  the  average  age  of  2,673  farmers 
was  64,  and  of  40 1  shoemakers,  43. 

Domestic  condition  has  been  supposed  to  have  some  influence  on  longevity. 
From  an  examination  of  the  returns  last  year,  it  appears  that  of  4,528  persons, 
whose  ages  are  specified  as  having  died  over  20  years  old,  the  domestic  con- 
dition of  36,439  is  stated.  This  is  39.75  per  cent  of  the  whole  deaths,  and  75^ 
per  cent  of  those  over  20.  The  number,  aggregate  age,  «si<\  «Ll«l:^B&  VS^  ^^ 
each  class,  nppears  as  followa :  (t) 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND   DEATHS. 


IBll 

ISU. 

1844, 

1815.     1     Total.     1 

Occupation. 

1 

No. 

Age 

No. 

Age 

No. 

Age 

No. 

Age.:  „„. 

Ag«. 

Farmets,    .    . 

mo 

Of 

706 

fifi 

fifiS 

64 

R4.1 

(512673 

64 

fil 

as 

.17 

27 

.■H 

ai 

56;    7E 

.*>fi 

u 

.w 

aa 

S5 

51 

501    65 

Jvt 

Lawyers,    .     . 

1^ 

.Vi 

5 

Si' 

; 

44 

7 

49'    31 

SI 

Teachera,  .     . 

( 

:v 

111 

1^ 

X- 

91 

Blacksmitha,  . 

■M 

S7 

;« 

Sf 

.11 

M 

4?; 

53   145 

M 

Carpentcra,     . 

!I5 

fi? 

w 

4h 

7f 

.11 

7» 

53!  34S 

.•a 

Painlere,    .     , 

i'i 

41 

^ 

4a 

Ml 

41 

10 

41:    51 

41 

m 

4P 

Laborers,   .     , 

THT 

4' 

171 

IRf 

.">( 

'JflH 

HeBinen,     .     . 

I7ri 

'.V 

1W 

4f 

19^ 

a? 

lai 

4aj  634 

48 

7 

41 

Ui 

4U|    33 

41 

Dreas-inakers, 

U 

as 

u 

30]     14 

ao 

Clam. 

Malo. 

Fenuilct. 

Nmnbcr 

AggregaleAge 

Aver.  Age 

Nambe. 

AggT«gBWAg«. 

AwT.Ag« 

Unmarried, 

Married, 

Widowed, 

Total, 

338 
956 
162 

18,149 
53,613 
11,671 

35.91 
56.07 
7iM 

424 
963 
596 

23,393 
46,334 
35,384 

SS.16 
48.11 
59.03 

1456 

77,433 

53.18 

1983 

105,110 

53.00 

This  table  is  formed  b;  adding  the  complete  years  of  each  clan  together,  m 
they  appear  in  the  returns.  As  many  lived  more  than  the  fiill  jean,  in  puti 
from  one  to  Ivclve  months,  it  is  presumed  they  lived,  on  the  average,  bajf  a  yen 
longer  than  above  specified.  This  would  give  the  average  age  of  the  malei 
53.G8  years,  and  the  femalea  53.50,  and  the  classes  in  the  same  proportioB. 
Though  no  deSnilc  conclusions  should  be  drawn  from  these  facb,  yet  they  poa- 
aess  great  interest,  and  should  be  preserved  and  combined  with  others  of  a,  nmi- 
IsT  nature  which  future  investigations  may  produce. 

Public  Health. — The  di»ttutt  and  cauMt  of  death  are  presented  in  this  Be- 
port  in  three  separate  abstracts.  The  first  (p.  41)  gives  them  omnged  in  alpha- 
betical order,  under  names  generally  as  they  were  registered  and  retomed,  and 
designating,  in  regard  to  each,  the  sex,  (which  has  not  been  done  in  previons 
years,)  age,  month  of  the  year,  and  place  of  birth.  This  mode  of  presenting  the 
causes  of  death  wiU  aiFord  easy  data  to  some  penons  for  more  minute  onalyiii,  if 
desired.  In  the  two  next  abstracts,  the  causes  of  death  are  claaaified,  with  naN 
slight  R>oclifications,  according  to  the  nometiclature  prepared  by  William  l^rr, 
Esq.,  and  adopted  by  the  Begistrar  General  of  Births,  Marriagea,  end  Piwfht.  ia 
£i^1and.  Some  alteration  of  his  list  hu  been  mtde,  uid  each  elaa  mtagld 
MlpbabetietUy. 
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Some  classification  of  diaeasee  ia  abaolately  necessary  for  statistical  purposes ; 
bat  there  is  a  difficulty  in  making  one  that  shall  be  entirely  satisfactory  even  to 
one's  own  mind.  Physicians  disagree  in  regard  to  it  While  it  may  be  proper  that 
each  one  should  be  at  liberty  to  return  the  cause  of  death  under  such  name  as  he 
shall  select,  it  is  much  to  be  desired  that  such  names  only  should  be  used,  as 
would  give  a  clear  definition  of  such  cause.  I  have  in  possession  the  printed 
abstracts  of  the  interments  in  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore, 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  beside  those  in  our  State,  and  other  places,  and  have 
copied  every  cause  of  death,  as  it  appears  in  these  documents.  They  show  not 
only  that  a  great  variety  of  causes  of  death  exist,  but  that  very  many  different 
names  are  given  to  the  same  cause.  It  will  at  once  be  perceived,  that  it  would 
be  almost  impossible  to  make  a  statistical  analysis  of  each  cause,  as  given  under 
these  numerous  names.  It  becomes  necessary  to  group  them  together  in  classes, 
giving  those  that  are  synonymous,  or  nearly  so,  under  one  name,  and  those  affect- 
ing a  particular  organ  or  function,  under  one  class.  With  such  a  classification,  a 
comparison  may  be  instituted  in  regard  to  the  prevalence  and  fatality  of  diseases 
in  different  places  and  in  different  seasons. 

In  the  second  table  (p.  49)  the  causes  of  death  are  given  for  this  year  by  coun- 
ties. In  the  third  table  (p.  55)  a  summary  for  each  of  the  four  years  is  given,  and 
the  proportions  of  deaths  from  each  specified  cause,  to  10,000  from  all  causes ; 
the  most  interesting  comparison  that  can  be  presented  firom  the  facts.  It  would 
be  instructive  to  know  the  number  of  deaths  from  each  cause  that  take  place  in 
a  given  number  of  the  living,  but  this  cannot  be  done  without  full  returns,  which 
can  be  obtained  only  under  an  improved  method  of  collecting  the  facts. 

In  making  these  tables,  the  county  of  Suffolk  has  been  excluded,  as  in  the 
other  tables.  It  was  desirable  to  make  a  comparison  in  regard  to  diseases  in  the 
same  territory  each  year,  and  it  could  not  be  done  without  excluding  that  county. 
It  appears  that 

/nl842.  1843.  1844.  1846. 

The  deaths  from  all  causes  were  .        .        7,496  8,306  8,250  8,642 

The  deaths  from  specified  causes  were         6,149  7,177  7,076  8,070 

Leaving  from  causes  Dot  specified,         1,347  1,128  1,174  672 

Showing  that  the  causes  of  death  have  been  more  accurately  returned  this  than 
any  former  year. 

The  following  table  represents  the  comparative  prevalence  of  the  different 
classes  of  diseases,  taking  10,000  as  the  basis  of  the  calculation  for  all  known 
causes  of  death.    (Table  (u,)  next  page.) 

1.  Zimoiic  Diseases. — This  term  is  used  to  designate  all  epidemic,  endemic, 
and  contagious  diseases.  It  is  the  property  of  zimoitc  diseases  to  prevail  more  at 
one  time  than  at  another,  or  more  in  one  locality  than  in  another ;  and  to  be- 
come epidemic,  endemic,  or  contagious,  under  certain  circumstances.  In  some 
seasons  and  places  they  occur  with  more  firequency,  or  with  more  virulence  and 
fatality,  than  in  others.  It  is  supposed  that  the  best  index  to  public  health  may 
be  deduced  from  the  proportion  in  which  these  diseases  prevail. 

In  looking  at  the  table,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  proportion  of  these  diseases 
has  varied  very  much  in  the  four  years.  Last  year  there  were  92  more  in  every 
10,000  than  in  either  other  year,  and  43S  more  than  in  1844,  showing  a3DL\si»AMi% 
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of  this  clasB  of  diseases.  Cholera  infantum,  croup,  dysentery,  feven,  and  eev- 
latina,  have  been  the  predominant  diseases  of  this  class.  Scarlatina,  one  of  the 
diseases  most  to  be  dreaded  among  us,  caused  nearly  one  quarter  of  ell  the 
deaths  of  this  class  the  last  year.  The  ages  at  which  this  disease  occoned 
for  the  four  years,  appear  in  table  (v.) 

2.  Diseagea  of  Uncertain  or  General  Seal. — ^If  accuracy  were  at  all  timet 
used  in  recording  the  cause  of  death,  this  class  would  be  small.  It  appears  that 
half  of  all  the  deaths  in  this  class  the  last  year,  and  more  than  half  the  pre?ioiv 
year,  were  returned  under  the  convenient  name  of  "  Infantile  Diseases."  Such 
an  indefinite  term  should  not  be  used  in  the  Registers,  when  the  specific  canses 
can  be  ascertained. 

3.  Diseases  of  the  Mrvous  System. — The  diseases  under  this  head  have  main- 
tained about  their  usual  proportions.    Delirium  tremens  was  classed,  before  this 


(«) 


Classzs  of  Causes. 

To  10,000  Deaths  by  all  specified  causes, 
there  were  of 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

1845. 

1.  Zimotic  Diseases, 

Sporadic  Diseases 

2.  Of  Uncertain  or  General  Seat, 

3.  Of  the  Nervous  System, 

4.  Of  tlie  Organs  of  Respiration, 

5.  Of  the  Organs  of  Circulation, 

6.  Of  the  Digestive  Organs,     . 

7.  Of  the  Urinary  Organs, 

8.  Of  the  Organs  of  Generation, 

9.  Of  the  Organs  of  Locomotion, 

10.  Of  the  Integumentary  System, 

11.  Of  Old  Age, 

12.  Of  External  Causes,     . 

Total,        .... 

2644 

745 

891 
3186 

194 

418 
39 

132 

68 

15 

1060 

608 

2583 

1243 

942 

2852 

171 

748 

45 

166 

54 

20 

798 

378 

2299 

1625 

892 

2878 

199 

612 

45 

96 

48 

17 

892 

397 

2796 

1102 

984 

3150 

168 

641 

40 

118 

42 

21 

624 

374 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

M 


Age. 

Massachusetts. 

Philadelphia. 
1841—44. 

Ireland. 
1830— I84a 

1842. 

l&i3. 

1844. 

1845. 

Total. 

Under  1,    -    - 

1  to  2,    -    - 

2  to  5,    -    - 
5  to  10,  -    - 

10  to  20,.    - 
20  to  30,  -    - 
Over  30,    -    - 
Not  specified. 

Total,     -    - 

i 

31 
49 

150 
99 
32 
11 
11 

100 

79 

90 

308 

163 

41 

9 

16 

26 

49 

42 

123 

59 

32 

8 

6 

11 

83 
89 
204 
83 
41 
16 
7 
15 

242 
270 
785 
404 
146 
44 
40 
152 

81 

161 

464 

214 

15 

11 

15 

. 

1571 

1128 

1879 

2380 

678 

145 

53 

42 

483 

732 

390 

538 

2083 

967 

7878 
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rear,  under  intompenDiM.  That  ia  uadoubtedlj  the  caiue,  bat  not  tba  diiean 
itseU:    Hjdrocei^ua  haa  increased  from  183  to  S34  in  10,000  death*. 

4.  Dittata  of  the  Orgtmi  of  RupinOwn. — Thia  daaa  of  cbdhb  prodocoa 
nearly  one  third  of  all  the  deaths,  nmintaining,  howeTer,  about  its  usual  propor- 
tJMiB  during  the  four  yean.  Consamption,  that  great  deBtrojer  of  hnniui  life  in 
Naw  England,  Old  England,  and  other  places,  cawed  3,073,  or  2^567  in  erery 
IfifiOO  deaths  last  year. 

The  fatali^  of  this  disease  is  so  general,  that  some  mora  detail  in  regard  to  it 
may  be  profitable  to  present  to  the  public.  .  In  the  fonr  yeara,  the  rebims  show 
the  ages  and  the  months  of  the  year,  in  which  consnmption  took  {dace,  as  fol- 


( 

•; 

Agi. 

1842 

lau 

1844 

I8IS. 

Month. 

IM2 

1843.!  1344.'    1345. 

Under  1,    -    - 

35;    35 

3 

119 

January,    .    . 

117 

136:  i4]i     166 

1  to  a,  -   . 

Ul    24i    41 

54 

February,  -    - 

137 

1271  135;     136 

3  10  5,    -    - 

20     23     21 

34 

Msrch,  -     -     - 

153;  167 

137     175 

5  to  10,.    - 

15     151     18 

28 

April,    .     -     - 

145 

174 

133     198 

10  lo  20,-    - 

132   1651  172 

171 

May, 

125 

183 

ISlI     196 

20  to  30,-    - 

349  4y0i  412 
255,  364'  281 

445 

June      -    -    - 

130 

148 

126!     179 

30  to  40,.    - 

339 

July,      -     -     - 

124 

156 

143     198 

40  to  50.  -    - 

1!»  334 

184 

244 

August,      .     - 

114 

164 

130     148 

50  to  60,-    - 

149   162 

139 

191 

September,     - 

130 

180 

157:     156 

60  to  70,  -    - 

144   166 

142 

194 

October,    -    . 

131 

175 

136,    179 

70  to  80,  -    - 

121    135 

13t 

175 

94 

143 

129     190 

80  to  90,.    - 

35     30 

35 

44 

December,      - 

12B;  158 

130,     171 

Over  90,  -    - 

1       7 

5 

3 

Specified,  -    - 

Not  Specified, 

1518 'OM 

1638,  2072 

I^S^ified, 
Total,    .    - 

1460  \mo 

1584 

2031 

288 

9 

ISj 

346     70:    69 

41 

Total,     -    . 

LS06 

1920  IKM'  «ff5(  1 

ie061930|1653 

1        1 

2072 

1 

From  these  tables,  it  appesrs  that  age  has  a  great  inflnence  on  the  disease,  bat 
the  seasons  have  not.  A  more  accurate  and  eztenaire  range  of  facts  might,  bow- 
«rer,  in  some  respects,  vary  this  result. 

5.  Ditata  <ff  Oi»  Organ*  q/'OuruInlMm.— The  diseases  of  the  heart  constinite 
the  principal  part  of  this  class.  The  propomon  has  not  varied  mnch  during  the 
period  of  observation. 

6.  Dutata  of  Oc  DiguHve  Organ*. — This  is  a  very  important  class  of  dis- 
eases. Several  of  the  Zimotic  diseases,  such  as  cholera,  cholera  ioftntnm,  diar^ 
rhfsa,  and  dysentaiy,  particularly  afibct  these  organs.  They  msy  be  reclassed  as 
follows  I— 


Zimotic  diisasa  of  ibe  digestiTe  orgini,    . 
Sporadic  diteaiei  of  tba  diguliTO  orgaai. 


From  this  statement,  it  appears  that  affectiom  of  these  o^ans  are  the  eanse  of 
an  eighth  or  a  ninth  of  sU  the  deaths.  The  age  and  teaioiM  h».T»  ptal  vrfmmmVa. 
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their  prodiietion,  u  will  appew  fiom  a  more  pHTticul&r  ezaminatioD  of  the  tablaa. 
TabiDg  roui  diseowe  of  the  Zimotic  class  last  year,  ne  have  the  following 


A  OK. 

C 
■3 

i 

1    1 

t 

§ 

s 

MOBTH. 

1 

i. 
if 

1 

f 

X 

s 

^ 

-    B 

£■ 

e2 

s-^ 

•q 

£• 

(2 

Under  1,    . 

5 

64j     10 

71 

150 

Jan'y, 

1 

1 

2 

4 

itoa,  .   . 

3 

38|      5 

4fil  ys 

Feb'j. 

1 

1 

S 

ato5,  .    . 

3 

5!     . 

28 

36 

Marcb, 

'2 

s 

4 

5  to  10,      . 

3 

3     . 

5 

11 

April, 

4 

1 

1 

? 

10  to  20,      . 

3 

8 

11 

M.y, 

1 

1 

4 

6 

20  to  30,      . 

5 

'3 

3 

n 

J,me, 

'4 

a 

8 

14 

30  to  40,      . 

4 

6 

10 

July, 

5 

Si 

3 

^71  1 

40  to  50,      . 

2 

1 

3 

6 

August, 

ai 

34 

3 

71 

129  1 

50  to  60,      . 

a 

1 

1 

4 

Sept-r, 

9 

36 

7 

50;i03  1 

60  to  70,      . 

7 

6 

13 

Oclob'r, 

2 

10 

3 

12 

27 

70  lo  80,      . 

5 

'3 

17 

S4 

Nov'r, 

2 

2 

3 

7 

80  to  90,      . 

1 

b 

7 

Deo'r, 

i 

1 

1 

4 

7 

NotHpeciead 

Total,      . 

2 

1    "a 

5 

45 

lll'24" 

"aoo 

^ 

1 

HI 

24 

» 

380 

Here  ia  &  remarkable  illustration  of  the  influence  of  tge  and  seasaos  in  tbo 
{voduction  of  diseases.  Perhaps  the  number  in  the  diseases  specified  majr  tM. 
be  strictly  correct,  as  it  is  difficult  to  dietin^isb  them,  and  to  give  each  soch  a 
diagnosis,  as  would  lead  to  an  exact  classification ;  notwithstandiog  tba  stnte- 
ments  as  a  whole  are  very  instructive.  When  it  is  known  that  more  than  two 
thirds  of  alt  the  deaths  by  theao  diseases  occur  to  those  under  too  ytarg  tff  agt, 
and  in  the  months  of  Auguxt  and  SeplenJia;  it  should  lead  people  to  guard  tboM 
ages,  especially  in  those  months,  against  their  attack. 

7.  Distaau  of  the  Urinary  Orgmu. — Gravel  is  one  of  the  most  fonnidable  dis- 
eases of  this  class.  Cystitis,  or  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  the  next  Tba 
retoms  show  some  variation  in  paiticukr  diaeases,  though  nearly  the  same  pro- 
portion in  the  class. 

8.  Dituuei  of  the  Organt  of  Gentra&m. — Childbirth  and  puerperal  fever  m 
assigned  to  this  clasa,  as  their  appropriate  place  in  this  abstract,  though  the  latter  )■ 
a  zimotic  disease.  The  number  of  deaths  from  these  causes  is  very  considerable, 
as  will  appear  on  examination  of  the  tables.  Puerperal  fever  is  supposed  to  be 
highly  contagiouB,  and  is  a  disease  which  frequently  proves  fatal. 

9.  Ditetaa  of  the  Organi  of  Loeomotioa. — Cases  which  aometimea  ue  m- 
tumed  as  rheumatic  fever  are  classed  here.  Rheumatism  and  diseases  of  tb« 
spine,  are  the  principal  part  of  this  class. 

10.  Diteasa  of  Ike  InUgjimentary  SytUm. — Ulcetfl  cause  the  greatest  part  of 
the  deaths  of  this  class. 

11.  Oid  Agt. — The  number  returned  as  having  died  of  old  age,  has  ilecrMaad 
in  the  four  years,  from  1060  to  624  in  10,OQ0.  It  is,  however,  doubtfnl,  wbathv 
then  would  have  been  that  difference  had  the  csow  of  death  been  klwayi  ncce- 

nMyaUtad. 
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12.  DeaUufimn  Extamcd  Caiues.^ln  1842,  the  number  of  deaths  from  these 
causes  was  apparently  much  lar^r  than  it  has  since  been.  This  is  partly 
accounted  for,  from  the  fact  that  those  dying  by  delirium  tremens  were  classed 
with  these  causes  then,  but  have  not  been  so  classed  this  year.  There  appears 
also  to  have  been  an  unusual  number  drowned  that  year.  Bums  and  scalds,  and 
casualties,  have  maintained  about  their  usual  porportions.  Suicides  have  some- 
what decreased. 

It  might  be  profitable  to  go  into  a  more  particular  analysis  of  each  of  these 
classes  of  diseases,  but  I  will  not  attempt  it  at  this  time.  Persons  who  desire  it 
can  find  many  interesting  facts  by  a  careful  examination  of  the  printed  tables. 

Such  are  some  of  the  facts  developed  under  the  Registry  System,  and  they 
lead  us  to  hope  that  those  in  future  will  be  still  more  interesting.  Other  sug- 
gestions present  themselves,  but  the  intended  limits  of  this  communication  will 
not  allow  of  their  introduction.  I  wish,  however,  before  closing,  to  offer  some 
more*  general  remarks  on  the  importance  of  Registration  in  its  connection  with 
the  health  of  the  people. 

Man  comes  into  existence  a  helpless  being ;  arrives  at  maturity  by  the  aid  of 
others ;  exists  in  a  state  of  maturity  an  indefinite  period,  and  then  decays  and 
dies ;  "  the  dust  returns  to  the  earth  as  it  was."  This  is  the  common  lot  of  all. 
Life  may  extend  to  70,  80,  90,  or  even  100  years;  and  it  may  terminate  in  a  year, 
a  month,  or  even  in  an  hour.  We  know  that  we  all  must  die ;  but  the  time 
of  our  death  we  do  not  know.  It  may  come  comparatively  soon ;  it  may  not 
We  believe,  however,  that  the  time  of  our  death,  though  unknown,  is  in  some  res- 
pects within  our  own  control.  We  believe  that  disease  and  death  come  not  from 
a  mysterious,  unconditional  Providence,  but  are  the  result  of  the  condition  of  our 
bodieS;  and  the  influences  that  are  brought  to  bear  upon  them.  Many  of  these 
influences  we  bring  around  us  by  our  own  voluntary  choice.  One  person  takes 
proper  food,  at  proper  times  and  in  proper  quantities ;  another  indulges  his  appe- 
tite, and  takes  unwholesome  food,  at  irregular  intervals,  and  in  injurious  quanti- 
ties. One  person  clothes  himself  so  as  to  maintain  an  uniform  temperature  of 
the  body  at  all  times ;  another  guards  not  against  the  changes  in  the  temperature 
of  the  seasons,  but  allows  himself  to  be  alternately  heated  and  chilled.  One 
man  selects  a  place  of  residence  where  the  air  he  breathes  is  pure  and  invigorat- 
ing ;  another,  where  the  noxious  impurities  of  the  air  cany  disease  and  death  to 
his  vitals.  One  person  keeps  his  skin  in  a  healthy  state  by  frequent  bathing ; 
another  permits  it  to  be  coated  over  with  impurities.  One  chooses  an  occupation 
which  gives  sufficient  exercise,  physical  and  mental,  to  keep  all  the  energies  of 
his  body  vigorous ;  another,  one  that  requires  too  much  labor  for  his  physical 
nature,  or  has  in  itself  unhealthy  influences,  or,  in  his  occupation  over-exerts  him- 
self so  as  to  impair  his  physical  and  mental  capacity.  One  man  exposes  himself 
to  the  contagion  of  small  pox,  knowing,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  is  dangerous, 
takes  the  disease  and  dies ;  another  vaccinates  himself,  and  thus  protects  and 
saves  his  life.  One  man  ventures  upon  the  ocean  without  sufficient  knowledge 
to  manage  his  crafl,  and  thus  exposes  himself  to  accidental  death ;  another  is 
cautious,  and  ventures  no  farther  than  safety  permits.  The  act  of  the  one 
in  each  case  is  favorable,  and  prolongs  life ;  the  act  of  anaUur  is  unfavorable^ 
and  abridges  it    And  will  not  eveiy  one  say,  that  all  Iheie  «ft\B  vDii  \iA\kViPfcw^ 
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for  cfood  or  for  evil,  are  more  or  len  within  the  control  of  man?-— That  fife 
may  be  saved  and  prolonged,  and  that  the  time  of  our  death  may,  in  eome  mm, 
be  postponed  ?  Numerous  illustrations  of  this  truth  present  themselTee  within 
the  circle  of  our  own  knowledge.  The  late  Re?.  Dr.  Ripley,  of  Conooid,  when 
settled,  in  1778,  had  a  feeble  constitution ;  and  one  man  voted  againot  him  1w- 
canse  he  thought  it  nseless  to  settle  a  man  whose  probabilities  of  living  were  to 
smalL  He,  however,  by  great  care  and  attention  to  his  health,  acqnired  a  pretty 
good  constitution,  and  survived  his  9(Hh  year.  He  probably  added  50  yeus  to  a 
life,  which  another  man,  under  similar  circumstances,  would  not  have  enjoyed. 

We  know,  we  have  seen  in  these  Repents,  that  these  influences  are  not  alike 
in  all  places,  nor  in  all  seasons,  nor  in  all  employments,  nor  in  all  circumstances ; 
and  that  sickness  and  death  take  place  in  proportion  as  these  influences  are  favorsr 
ble  or  unfavorable.  Some  places  and  circumstances  are  more  fatal  to  children^ 
some  to  adults,  and  some  to  the  aged,  than  others.  In  one  locality  one  class  of 
diseases,  and  in  a  difierent  one  another  class  prevail.  Endemic  influences  differ 
very  much  in  difierent  places  and  seasons.  But  what  these  influences  are,  or 
wherein  they  difier,  we  are  not  informed.  We  only  know  it  by  partial  investiga- 
tion and  vague  report    We  have  not  sufficient  data  for  definite  plans  of  action. 

The  tendency  of  our  people  is  to  become  a  manufacturing  people ;  and  manu- 
factures have  been  so  far  investigated,  that  the  cost  of  every  article — wmt^wal, 
transportation,  labor,  wages,  board,  &c. — is  clearly  known.  But  what  amount  of 
life  is  sacrificed  thereby  we  know  not  We  do  not  know,  though  we  ought  to 
know,  whether  there  existei,  or  whether  there  is  any  tendency  to,  such  a  condition 
in  any  of  our  cities  and  towns,  as  would  justify  the  ren»rk  of  Mr.  Chadwick, 
before  quoted,  making  them  **  characteristic  of  those  crowded,  filthy,  badly  ad- 
ministered districts  in  England,  where  the  average  duration  of  life  is  short,  the 
proportion  of  the  young  very  great,  and  the  adult  generation  transient" 

The  impression  seems  to  have  become  general,  that  human  life  is  improving; 
that  it  is  longer  and  healthier  now  than  formerly.  This,  however,  needs  confirma- 
tion, before  it  shall  be  asserted  as  truth.  From  investigations  which  have  been  made, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  otherwise,  especially  in  some  places,  and  when  the  present 
time  is  compared  with  a  period  fifty  years  ago.  We  do  not  know,  though  we 
ought  to  know,  how  far  our  habits — ^the  universal  thirst  for  wealth  in  America, 
the  reckless  speculations  of  some,  the  hap-hazard  mode  of  living  and  disregard 
to  health  of  others,  the  luxury  and  extravagance  of  certain  classes,  and  other 
practices  of  modem  society — tend  to  check  the  progress  of  the  population,  in- 
crease disease,  and  weaken  the  race. 

The  average  duration  of  life,  and  the  average  age  at  death,  vary  according  to 
different  infiuences.  We  have  not,  as  yet,  a  sufficient  number  of  facts  to  illos- 
trate  these  differences  in  America.  Life  insurance  is  now  as  common  in 
Europe  as  insurance  on  property ;  and  it  is  becoming  more  common  in  this  coun- 
try. But  data  do  not  exist,  sufficiently  accurate,  to  form  a  proper  table  of  rates 
which  shall  be  paid  here  for  such  risks.  The  rates  charged  by  the  Massac  hu- 
setts  Life  Office  were  calculated  fVom  the  deaths  alone,  and  are  therefore  sop- 
posed  to  be  incorrect,  as  are  others  which  have  since  been  calculated  hereu 
These  matters  concern  the  insured — the  people  as  much  as  the  insurers — and  ire 
la^portant  to  be  generally  known.    But  there  is  a  higher  value  than  this  to  te 
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small  part  only  of  the  people,)  to  know  liow  long  a  known  life  will  probably  con* 
tinne,  it  is  also  important  to  all  otheia,  compriaing^  the  great  mass  of  the  popnla* 
tion,  to  know  how  long  they  may  probably  live,  under  the  diflSarent  circumBtaneea 
in  which  they  may  be  placed. 

As  this  matter  is  one  of  interest,  we  have  compiled,  from  the  latest  information, 
the  following  statement  of  the  mean  duration  of  life  in  sereral  places  in  Europe. 
We  have  also  given  similar  calculations  made  by  Mr.  Wigglesworth  for  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Life  Insurance  Company.  It  shows  how  many  years  a  person  may, 
on  the  average  of  the  whole  population,  reasonably  expect  to  live  in  each  place,  at 
birth,  and  when  he  arrives  at  the  other  ages  specified. 

(y) 


A  PSBSOR  HAS  AH  AVERAGE   CHANCE   OF   UVUfO 
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19.4 
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8.0 
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• 

Here  is  a  remarkable  illustration  of  the  influence  of  locality  on  health  and 
longevity.  Surry  is  an  example  of  the  health  enjoyed  in  the  interior,  rural  dis- 
tricts of  England ;  London  in  a  favorable  town  district ;  and  Liverpool  in  an 
un&vorable  one.  In  Liverpool,  the  population  is  dense,  and  adequate  means  are 
not  adopted  for  cleanliness  and  ventilation.  It  appears  that  while  a  child  has  a 
chance  of  living  45  years  in  Suny,  it  has  a  chance  of  living  only  25  in  Liver- 
pool, showing  a  difference  of  19.6  years ;  or,  in  other  words,  life  is  but  five  ninths 
as  long  in  Liverpool  as  in  Suny !  At  30  it  is  shortened  7.8  years,  or  about  one 
fifth !  Yet  before  the  facts  developed  by  the  Registration  System  were  known, 
it  was  asserted  by  one  of  the  most  accurate  writers  in  England,  that  "  the  great 
increase  in  the  town  of  Liverpool  is  attributed  to  the  $alubrihf  qf  the  airy  and  the 
progressive  improvement  in  its  trade,  commeroe,  steam-navigation  and  rail-roads  " ! 
This  is  a  forcible  illustration  of  the  importance  of  Registration.  Facte  of  equal 
importance  may  be  developed  in  our  own  State,  in  relation  to  the  condition  of 
our  towns  and  cities.  If  the  table  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth  adopted  by  the  Massachu- 
setts Life  Insurance  Company  is  a  correct  representation  of  the  mean  duration  of 
life  in  this  State,  (though  we  believe  it  is  not,)  it  is  as  unhealthy  as  Liverpool, 
and  the  most  unhealthy  districts  of  England. 

The  average  age  at  death,  as  has  been  already  said,  Is  not  to  be  taken  as  an 
exact  index  of  comparison  for  the  health  of  a  place,  unless  we  have  the  number, 
age,  and  condition  of  the  living.    It  is,  however,  an  interesting  fact  to  be  known^ 
and  we  present,  in  the  ^ulqoi^^^dti^b^^^f^^ml€lVwlltt^■lal^^ 
are  in  our  posposntuL 
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This  statement  affordB  another  striking  illuatntion  of  the  influence  of  locality 
oa  longevity.  Estimating  by  the  above  average  age  at  death,  the  value  of  life  to 
be  100  per  cent  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  Plymptan,  lien  the  people  of  Barton 
would,  according  to  the  age  1831 — 1840,  enjoy  but  55.41  per  cent.;  or,  in 
another  view,  the  people  of  Boston,  on  the  average,  live  a  less  number  of  ywn 
by  44.59  per  cent,  than  do  the  people  of  Plympton ! 

To  obUin  all  the  needful  information  on  this  subject,  we  most  have  the  aid  of 
government.  The  Legislature  must  direct  as  to  the  method  of  collecting  and 
registering  the  facta  in  tlie  towns,  end  the  agency  hy  wbich  they  shall  be  retom- 
ed,  digested,  arranged,  published  and  spread  before  the  people.  We  have  had  a 
trigonometrical  survey  that  hua  drawn  out  the  lopograpby  and  boundaries  of  our 
towns,  the  height  of  our  elevations,  and  the  course  of  our  rivers ;  we  hare  had  a 
geological  survey  lliat  has  figured  to  us  the  structure  and  formation  of  our  soil, 
and  pointed  out  the  probable  mineral  worth  of  every  place;  we  have  had 
an  agricultural  survey,  designed  to  reveal  the  physical  resonrces  of  our  landa,uid 
to  teach  our  farmers  where  and  by  what  means  crope  of  grain  and  grass  may  be 
produced  in  greatest  abundance  and  at  the  cheapest  rate,  where  and  how  aheep 
can  be  beat  and  cheapest  raised,  hogs  fattened  and  cattle  maintained ;  we  have 
had  a  zoological  survey  which  presents  the  names,  localities  and  habits  of  beasts, 
birds,  fighes,  insects  and  reptiles,  which  exist  in  this  Commonwealth ;  and  we 
rejoice  that  such  surveys  have  been  made.  It  wai  for  the  good  of  the  people  that 
they  were  undertakan,  and  they  reflect  high  honor  on  tlioee  who  instituted  tbem. 

But  while  we  have  all  Iheao  surveys  and  maps,  pointing  out  the  boundariw  of 
our  counties  and  towns,  the  localities  of  our  mineral  wealth,  the  beat  lands  for 
fkrming  and  the  production  of  domestic  animals,  and  the  exiateoce  of  nouam 
and  innoxious  wild  animals,  we  may  ask  where  is  the  sanatory  tnap  which  poiiMi 
out  the  healthy  and  UDbealthy  localities  in  the  State,  which  will  nrBallooRT 
people  w&«n  and  how  hnnaa  Uf«  cwabeitbanaininAd  and  longMt  -""— — ^i 
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and  where  and  how  human  energy  and  prodactive  power  can  bo  best  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  culture  and  development  of  the  sources  of  wealth  in  the 
State  ?  Have  we  not  said  by  such  legislation  that  our  cattle  and  our  hogs  are  of 
more  value  than  the  lives  of  ourselves  and  our  children  ?  Have  we  not  extended 
to  the  brute,  whose  worth  is  measured  by  dollars  and  cents,  a  species  of  legisla- 
tion which  has  been  withheld  from  man,  who  ia  of  immeasurable  value  ?  When 
compared  to  investigations  into  the  physical  condition  of  man,  all  other  investiga- 
tions dwindle  into  insignificance. 

The  following  sensible  remarks  on  this  subject  are  quoted  from  a  review  of 
Dunglison  on  Human  Health,  in  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 
pablished  in  Philadelphia,  for  April  last,  a  most  able  quarterly  periodical  work  ^— 

"  What  our  governments,  either  national  or  state,  have  done  for  the  health  of 
the  people  is  unknown  to  us.  If  they  have  enacted  any  laws,  or  taken  any  meas- 
ures to  prevent  the  beginning  and  the  growth,  in  this  country,  of  the  lamentable 
state  of  things  that  has  been  shown  to  exist  in  regard  to  the  poor  of  Europe,  they 
have  escaped  our  notice.  They  have  done  almost  every  thing  else ;  but  this  they 
have  lefl  undone.  They  have  legislated  for  property,  but  not  for  life.  They  have 
cared  for  the  lands,  the  cattle,  the  money  of  their  constituents,  but  not  for  their 
health  and  longevity.  They  have  held  out  encouragements  for  the  people  to 
raise  the  largest  crops,  the  strongest  horses,  the  fattest  hogs,  and  the  most  active 
silk-worms ;  in  short,  for  the  greatest  productive  power  of  land  or  beast,  but  noth- 
ing is  done  for  the  great  producer,  the  owner,  director  and  enjoyer  of  all.  Con- 
gress has  surveyed  the  public  lands,  and  ascertained  how  much  and  what  sort  of 
crops  can  be  raised  upon  them ;  and  urged  their  fruitfulness  as  a  motive  for  peo- 
ple to  buy  and  settle  upon  them ;  but  whether  these  settlers  are  to  live  or  to  die 
upon  those  lands,  is  not  thought  worth  the  inquiry.  They  have  taken  pains  to 
inquire  at  how  much  cost  of  capital  and  machinery,  and  of  labor,  horse-power 
and  steam-power,  of  men-power,  mines  can  be  wrought,  cloth  can  be  made,  and 
ships  can  be  sailed ;  but  how  much  cost  of  life,  how  much  deterioration  of  health 
and  strength  are  necessary  for  these  operations,  these  have  not  received  any  ex- 
amination. Whether  our  manufacturing  population  is  sinking  to  the  weakness 
and  depravity  of  the  operatives  of  Manchester,  or  are  yet  as  healthy  and  live  as 
long  as  men  and  women  in  other  employments ;  these  arc  matters  which  our  gov- 
ernments ought  to  inquire  into,  but  which  they  have  not  regarded. 

^  Massachusetts  is  the  only  State  that  has  provided  for  the  Registration  of  Births 
and  Deaths,  and  the  causes  of  mortality.  And  even  this  law  is  not  completely 
enforced.  The  only  attempt  which  the  national  government  has  made  to  gather 
any  facts  in  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  people,  was  an  inquiry  into  the 
number  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  the  blind  and  the  insane,  at  the  enumeration  of  1840. 
And  these  facts  were  so  carelessly  gathered  and  faithlessly  published,  as  to  be 
worse  than  useless. 

*'  The  same  diversity  of  physical  and  sanitary  condition,  which  is  shown  to  exist 
among  the  rich  and  the  poor  of  Britain,  is  also  found  here  in  this  favored  land. 
We  have  examined  a  few  towns,  and  our  facts  corroborate  those  of  Mr.  Chad- 
wick.  The  difference  of  domestic  condition  and  of  longevity  between  the  com- 
fortable and  the  straitened  classes  is  not  so  wide  here  as  it  is  there,  but  it  is  none 
the  less  certain.  In  Dorchester,  Mass.,  the  poor  averaged  27  years,  and  the 
prosperous  fanners  45  years  of  life.    In  Concord  and  BtooVlV|tl^  «.  %\ggS«x  ^ssSSet- 
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ence  was  shown.  This  partial  dealing  of  death  with  his  subjects  is  evinced  tlM 
most  among  the  children.  Among  the  poor  of  Dorchester,  33  per  cent  of  til 
the  deaths  were  under  two  yean  of  age ;  among  the  richer,  only  12  per  eeot 
died  at  that  age.  On  the  other  hand,  37  per  cent  of  the  prosperous,  and  only  9 
per  cent  of  the  unproeperous,  reached  or  passed  their  threescore  and  ten  yeaiii 
These  facts  show  that  there  is,  at  least,  a  field  of  inqoiiy  almost  untoucbed  in 
America,  but  which  we  commend  to  the  paternal  care  of  our  government  to  in- 
vestigate and  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  evils,  and  the  discrepancies  wliieh  are 
found  in  the  three  towns  above-named." 

It  is  melancholy  to  think  that  out  of  30,761  persons,  whose  ages  are  known  and 
embraced  in  the  Reports  for  the  past  4  years,  13,154  died  under  30  years  of  agei 
and  before  they  had  attained  their  full  maturity  of  life;  more  melancholy  that  this 
great  mortality  among  the  young  is  increasing  from  year  to  year ;  and  more  mel- 
ancholy still,  that  it  is  owing  to  circumstances  which  are  mostly  within  the  con- 
trol of  the  people,  and  are  partly  preventable,  if  known  and  understood. 

It  may  seem  strange  that  any  attempt  should  be  made  to  estimate  in  money 
what  money  did  not  procure,  and  cannot  restore  if  taken  away ;  yet  the  inclina- 
tion of  some  people  is  to  estimate  every  measure  by  the  profit  or  loss  in  doUan 
and  cents  which  it  will  produce,  rather  than  by  any  general  good  it  aflbrds  to 
humanity.    These  considerations  justify  the  remarks  I  propose  now  to  make. 

Looking  at  this  subject,  then,  merely  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  and  npon 
man  merely  as  a  producer,  who  is  to  add  to  the  wealth  of  the  State,  we  mnst 
consider  this  subject  of  Registration  and  ill  consequent  developments,  as  having 
a  most  important  bearing  upon  its  prosperity.  In  this  view,  man  may  be  regarded 
as  worth  so  much  to  the  State  as  his  power  of  production  exceeds  the  cost  of  his 
maintenance.  We  may  look  upon  ail  expenditures  for  his  support  and  edacatioii, 
during  infiincy  and  childhood,  as  so  much  capital  invested,  which  may  be  made 
profitable,  when  he  shall  receive  his  full  development  and  productive  power.  The 
death  of  all  children  may  be  considered  a  loss  equal  to  the  whole  cost  of  their 
previous  maintenance.  Some  persons  open  family  accounts  with  every  childi 
and  can  at  any  time  show  the  expenses  incurred.  It  may  be  below  the  troth  to 
estimate  the  average  annual  expenses  which  each  child  in  the  State  incnn,  at 
«50. 

The  population  of  Massachusetts  may  now  be  estimated  at  800,000.  IVom  the 
returns  of  deaths  received,  I  have  estimated  the  whole  number  of  deaths  in  the 
State  last  year  to  have  been  14,000,  which  is  nearly  1  in  57,  or  1.75  per  cent  of 
the  population.  Of  these  14,000,  there  died  at  least  6,000  children  and  youth 
under  15  years  of  age.  Estimating  the  average  ages  of  the  whole  of  these  in  the 
same  proportion  as  those  actually  known,  it  will  give  for  each  about  4  yearSi  or 
34,000  years  of  life  for  all.  This,  at  $50  a  year,  amounts  to  $1,300,000  as  the 
cost  of  their  maintenance.  And  all  this  sum  was  lost  to  the  State  last  year  by 
premature  deaths,  before  any  return  could  be  made  for  it  Can  any  one  donbt 
that  half,  at  least,  might  have  been  saved  by  proper  knowledge  and  care  ? 

The  proportionate  number  of  deaths  among  the  young  has  been  incretaiog  ftr 

several  years  past  in  this  country,  as  our  investigations  prove;  and  we  see  no 

reason  to  believe  it  will  be  less,  until  more  knowledge  is  difiused  in  regud  to 

the  laws  of  life  and  the  liability  to  death,  under  difierent  circumslincei.    Tbio 

imnmnmi  lou  of  the  productive  ysmx  of  the  Stata^  may  be  eouMtni  am 
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annual  tax,  which  the  people  must  pay  every  year,  until  they  find  out  and  use  the 
means  of  prevention. 

It  has  heen  said  that  the  strength  and  dignity  of  a  nation  consist  not  in  its 
lands,  its  houses,  its  wealth, — but  in  its  people.  And  I  have  already  stated,  that 
that  people  is  most  prosperous  which  contains  the  greatest  proportionate  number 
of  the  productive  age.  In  the  above  calculation,  we  have  not  taken  into  account 
the  loss  sustained  by  the  death  of  those  belonging  to  this  age.  This  would 
greatly  swell  the  amount  of  loss.  We  have  stated  that  by  care  and  attention  the 
late  Dr.  Ripley  probably  added  50  years  to  his  life.  We  are  now  considering, 
time  as  money,  labor  as  money,  life  as  money,  and  not  the  real,  moral  value  of  that 
good  man's  services.  Estimating  then  this  time  to  be  worth  $1.00  per  day,  or 
#300  per  annum,  the  50  years  of  life  were  worth  $15,000,  and  that  sum  was 
saved  by  the  prolongation  of  his  life.  The  deaths  in  this  State  last  year,  as  we 
have  estimated,  were  14,000.  Of  these,  5,000  probably  died  between  15  and  60 
years  of  age.  Let  us  suppose  that  by  proper  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  health 
and  a  proper  care  in  obeying  these  laws,  5  years  might,  on  the  average,  have 
been  added  to  each  of  their  lives, — and  this  seems  not  an  extravagant  supposition, 
-'-then  we  should  have  saved,  instead  of  losing,  as  we  have  done,  25,000  years  of 
life,  which,  estimated  to  be  worth  in  this  adult  age,  only  $150  a  year,  would 
have  produced  $3,750,000 !    And  this  loss  must  bo  annual ! 

There  is  still  another  view  of  this  great  subject  William  Farr,  Esq.,  one  of 
the  ablest  writers  on  Vital  Statistics  of  the  age,  stated  in  McCuUoch's  Statistical 
Account  of  the  British  Empire,  that  **  when  1  person  in  100  dies  annually,  2 
are  constantly  sick ;  although  this  exact  relation  is,  perhaps,  not  preserved  in  in 
fancy  and  old  ago,  or  where  the  rate  of  mortality  deviates  from  the  standard,  it 
may  be  safely  assumed  as  a  near  approximation  to  the  truth."  This  principle 
may  be  more  simply  expressed  thus :  The  proportion  of  persons  constantly  sick 
in  a  population,  is  double  the  annual  proportion  per  cent,  which  the  deaths  bear 
to  the  living  in  that  population.  According  to  the  estimate  already  given,  the 
proportion  of  deaths  to  the  population  in  Massachusetts  was  1  in  57,  or  1.75  per 
cent.  Double  this  per  centage,  and  we  have  3.5  as  the  proportion  per  cent ;  and 
this  proportion  of  800,000  is  28,000,  the  actual  number  constantly  sick  in  this 
State. 

Sickness  occasions  a  two-fold  loss  ;  one  for  the  time  and  labor  of  the  sick,  and 
the  other  for  the  nursing,  medical  attendance,  medicine,  and  other  expenses, 
which  they  require.  The  first  may  be  estimated  at  $50,  and  the  second  at  $150, 
or  $200  per  annum  for  both,  which  multiplied  by  the  28,000,  give  a  totol  annual 
loss  by  sickness  of  $5,600,000 !  It  is  supposed  that  half  of  this  sickness  is  pre- 
ventable, and  that  half  of  this  enormous  sum  might  be  saved  if  the  laws  of 
health  were  properly  understood  and  obeyed. 
We  might  save  then^ 

By  dimimshing  the  mortality  of  infancy  and  childhood, •600,000 

By  prolonging  the  lives  of  adults, 3,760,000 

By  preserving  the  general  health  and  diminishing  sickness,  ....    2,800,000 

Making,  according  to  this  view,  an  annual  total  saving  of  .  .  §7,160,000 

This  amounts  in  ten  yeara  to  $71,500,000,  or  about  one  quarter  qf  all  the  prop- 
erty qf  (he  CommonweaUh,  according  to  the  valoitioik  of  1&^\ 
13 
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This  is  a  pecuniary  view  of  the  subject  But,  however  striking  it  may  appear^ 
it  deserves  not  to  be  mentioned,  when  contrasted  with  another,  which  jMresentfl 
itsel£  The  amount  of  widow]^ood  and  orphanage  which  death  occasions,  and  the 
poverty  and  suffering  which  oflen  accompany  them,  may  be  estimated  by  the 
coomiunity  or  individual  who  contributes  to  their  relief.  Man  may  be  convinced 
that  vast  losses  are  annually  incurred  by  neglect  of  health,  and  that  any  sums 
expended  to  prevent  them  would  be  a  capita]  invested,  on  which  an  enormoos  in- 
terest would  be  paid,  by  diminishing  the  sickness  and  mortality  and  increasing 
the  productive  labor  of  the  people.  But  who  can  estimate,  in  dollars  and  cent% 
the  care,  anxiety  and  suffering,  mental  and  physical,  which  the  prematore  sick- 
ness or  death  of  a  husband  or  wife,  a  father  or  mother,  a  son  or  daughter,  a  broth- 
er or  sister,  a  friend  or  connexion,  may  occasion  ?  Who  can  tell  how  much  even 
one  such  death,  by  blighting  earthly  hopes,  impairs  the  vital  energies  of  the  living, 
and  accelerates  the  approach  of  another  ?  The  mental  anguish  and  physical 
suffering  which  sickness  and  death  produce,  may  possibly  be  feebly  figured  to 
one's  own  imagination,  but  their  full  force  must  lie  concealed  in  the  mind  of  each 
individual  sufferer. 

But  we  would  not  rest  our  reasons  in  favor  of  Registration  on  any  pecaniaiy 
view  of  the  subject  Man  is  not  a  mere  producer — a  mere  machine.  His  life  or 
death,  his  happiness  or  misery  are  much  too  high  objects  upon  which  to  place  a 
pecuniary  value.  He  is  more  nicely  made,  more  wonderfully  organized,  requires 
to  be  guarded  with  more  care  from  any  influence  that  may  surround  hiro,  to  pro- 
duce disorganization  and  unfit  him  for  use,  is  capable  of  higher  and  more  noble 
purposes,  and  has  a  higher  and  more  noble  destiny ;  and  in  proportion  as  in  each 
of  these  he  exceeds  a  mere  machine,  in  such  proportion  ought  we  to  regard 
his  intellectual  and  moral  nature,  and  the  means  used  to  preserve  and  develope 
his  physical  powers  to  enable  him  best  to  accomplish  the  great  purposes  of  his 
intellectual  and  moral  existence. 

This  is  a  matter  of  great  magnitude.  It  deserves  that  full  illustration  which 
could  only  be  derived  from  facts  preserved  and  gathered  from  every  part  of  the  State. 
''  As  there  is  a  poverty  that  is  self-inflicted,  and  may  be  self-removed,"  says  a  late 
writer,  "  so  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  disease  and  annual  mortality  in  every 
place  that  is  self-inflicted ;  and  the  community  that  does  not  strive  by  every  avail- 
able means  to  reduce  its  disease  and  mortality  bills  to  the  lowest  sum  of  human 
suffering,  and  the  lowest  rate  of  annual  mortality,  is  as  guilty  of  suicide  as  the 
individual  who  takes  with  his  own  hands  tlie  life  God  has  given,  and  hurries  un- 
bidden into  the  presence  of  his  Judge." 

It  may  be  asked,  what  can  the  government  do  to  arrest  the  hand  of  death  ?  We 
do  not  suppose  that  an  act  of  the  Legislature  can  compel  a  child  to  live,  or  an 
adult  to  keep  his  energies  in  a  healthy  state  of  action.  But  it  is  as  certain  that 
human  life  may  be  prolonged  by  knowledge  and  care,  as  it  is  that  an  ox  will  fatten, 
a  silk  worm  spin  its  thread,  or  a  plant  thrive,  better,  where  knowledge  and  care  are 
bestowed,  than  where  they  are  not  Let  the  facts  which  the  Registry  System 
proposes  to  collect  concerning  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages,  and  the  circumstan- 
ces which  attend  them,  be  collected,  digested,  arranged,  published  and  difiused 
annually,  and  their  effects  on  the  living  energies  of  the  people  would  be  incalcula- 
Me.  They  would  be  an  annual  lesson  on  the  laws  of  human  life  in  their  opermtiaa 
aiDOi]|^oiimeiFei--Hi  kind  of  PracKcal  PfcytWlog^ 
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firesides — and  hence,  far  more  instructive  and  impressive  than  any  derived  fipom 
books.  They  would  teach  our  people  how  to  understand  human  life,  and  how  to 
improve,  prolong  and  make  it  happy.  They  would  also  teach  a  highly  important 
moral  lesson.  Registration  would  sometimes  operate  as  a  check  upon  vice,  and  it 
would  lead  our  people  so  "  to  number  our  days  as  to  apply  our  hearts  unto  wis- 
dom." It  behooves  the  State  to  develop  and  preserve  its  productive  power — the 
lives  and  health  of  the  people— as  much  as  possible,  and  search  out  those  causes 
which  tend  to  blast  it  in  its  bud,  or  wither  it  in  its  ripeness. 

These  are  not  the  speculations  of  a  visionary  theorist,  but  the  legitimate  de- 
ductions from  serious,  sober  facts.  We  are  not  a  theorist — an  experimentalist 
We  have  no  sympathy  with  the  opinions  of  some  modem  reformers,  who  seem  to  be 
governed  by  theories  founded  on  uncertain,  partial  data,  or  vague  conjecture.  We 
are  a  statist — a  dealer  in  facts.  We  wish  to  ascertain  the  laws  of  human  life,  de- 
veloped by  the  natural  constitution  of  our  bodies,  as  they  actually  exist  under  the 
influences  that  surround  them,  and  to  learn  how  far  they  may  be  favorably  modi- 
fied and  improved.  This  can  only  be  done  by  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
facts  that  are  daily  occurring  among  us.  These  matters  are  important  to  the 
physician  to  aid  him  in  curing  the  sick,  but  far  more  important  to  the  people  to 
aid  them  in  Itaming  how  to  live  vnthotd  being  side ;  and  they  deserve  the  serious 
consideration  of  all  persons  in  this  Commonwealth. 

To  show  that  these  matters  are  practicable,  we  cite  the  example  of  other  gov- 
ernments. In  most  European  states,  facts  of  this  kind  are  registered  and  collect- 
ed in  a  careful,  systematic  manner,  not  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  any  police  regu- 
lations, as  some  have  erroneously  supposed,  but  for  the  physical  benefit  of  the 
people.  And,  whatever  we  Americans  may  say  to  the  contrary,  the  average  lon- 
gevity in  many  places  where  these  measures  have  been  in  operation,  appears 
greater  than  with  us. 

Geneva  was  one  of  the  earliest  cities  to  establish  a  system  of  Registration  of 
Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths.  The  Registers  were  begun  as  early  as  1549,  and 
have  since  been  continued  with  great  care.  They  are  viewed  ss  preappointed 
evidences  of  civil  rights.  The  registration  includes  the  name  of  the  disease 
which  caused  the  death,  entered  by  a  district  physician,  who  is  charged  by  the 
State  with  the  inspection  of  every  person  who  dies  within  his  district.  A  second 
table  is  made  up  from  certificates  setting  forth  the  nature  of  the  disease,  with  a 
specification  of  the  symptoms,  and  observations  required  to  be  made  by  the  pri- 
vate physician  who  may  have  had  the  care  of  the  diseased.  These  registers 
have  been  frequently  examined.  I  have  before  me  the  results  of  an  examination 
made  by  Edward  Mallet,  a  very  able  work,  published  in  the  "  Annales  D^Hy- 
gienne."  From  this  work  it  appears  that  human  life  has  wonderfully  improved 
since  these  registers  were  kept  The  number  of  years  which  it  was  probable 
that  every  individual  bom  would  live,  appears  in  the  different  periods  as  follows : 

Months,         Day»,    Rate  of  Increan, 

26  100 

16  163 

13  321 

6  361 

10  470 

29  Vl\ 


Period, 

Yean, 

MorU 

1550  to  1600 

8 

7 

1600  to  1700 

13 

3 

1701  to  1750 

27 

9 

1761  to  1900 

31 

3 

1801  to  1313 

40 

8 

1814  to  1833 

46 

0 
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Showing  that  the  mean  duration  of  life  has  increased  more  than  five  times  dur- 
ing these  periods ! 

The  progression  of  the  population  and  increased  duration  of  life  has  been  at- 
tended by  a  progression  in  happiness.  As  prosperity  advanced  marriages  became 
fewer  and  later.  The  proportion  of  births  were  reduced,  but  a  greater  number 
of  the  infants  bom  were  preserved,  and  the  proportion  of  the  population  in  man- 
hood became  greater.  In  the  early  ages,  the  excessive  mortality  was  accompa- 
nied by  an  excessive  fecundity.  In  the  last  ten  years  of  the  17th  century  a  mar- 
riage still  produced  more  than  five  children ;  the  probable  duration  of  life  attained 
was  not  20  years.  Towards  the  end  of  the  18th  century,  there  was  scarcely  three 
children  to  a  marriage,  and  the  probabilities  exceeded  32  years.  At  the  present 
time,  a  marriage  only  produces  2)  children,  and  the  probability  of  life  is  45  years. 
Geneva  has  arrived  at  a  high  state  of  civilization.  The  real  productive  power 
of  the  population  has  increased  in  a  much  greater  proportion  than  the  increase  in 
its  actual  number.  The  absolute  number  of  the  population  has  only  doubled 
during  three  centuries ;  but  the  value  of  the  population — the  productive  power, 
has  more  than  doubled  upon  the  mere  numerical  increase.  In  other  words,  a  pop- 
ulation of  27,000  in  which  the  probability  of  life  is  40  years  for  each  individual, 
is  more  than  twice  as  strong  for  the  purposes  of  production,  as  a  population  of 
27,000,  in  which  the  probability  or  value  of  life  was  only  20  years  for  each  indi- 
vidual. 

This  wonderful  improvement  is  attributed,  among  other  things,  by  M.  Mal- 
let, to  the  information  obtained,  rendering  the  science  of  public  health  better 
known  and  understood ;  to  larger,  better  and  cleaner  dwellings :  to  more  abun- 
dant and  more  healthy  food ;  and  to  a  better  regulated  public  and  private  life.  He 
cites  an  instance  of  the  efiects  of  regimen  in  the  preservation  of  life,  where  86 
orphans  had  been  reared  in  one  establishment  in  24  years,  and  one  only  of  whom 
had  died.  They  were  taken  from  the  poor,  among  whom  the  average  mortality 
was  six  times  as  great 

We  have  been  accustomed  to  cite  the  example  of  Prussia  as  worthy  of 
imitation  in  the  measures  she  has  taken  to  promote  the  intellectual  advancement 
of  her  people ;  but  her  measures  to  advance  their  physical  energy  and  power 
deserve  equal  if  not  greater  praise.  Every  fact  there  is  gathered  with  great  care 
under  the  direction  of  a  central  officer  at  Berlin,  and  arranged  and  published  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people.  Not  long  since  I  received  from  M.  Hofiman,  the  di- 
rector of  the  Statistical  Bureau  at  Berlin,  a  paper  on  the  Average  Length  of  Life 
in  the  Prussian  States,  two  extracts  from  which,  translated  from  the  German,  I 
propose  to  present  to  show  how  these  things  are  managed  under  that  government 
I  have  also  other  similar  papers  detailing  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths. 

The  first  extract  is  designed  to  illustrate  the  principle  of  the  average  length 
of  life,  and  to  show  its  operation  under  different  circumstances,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  obtained  in  Prussia. 

'*  The  average  length  of  life  from  birth  up,  will  be  found  expressed  in  years 
and  fractions  of  years,  if  we  divide  the  number  of  the  living  by  the  mean 
proportion  of  annual  deaths.  For  example,  if  among  1,000  there  annually  die, 
upon  an  average,  25,  then  the  average  length  of  life  will  be  40  years :  that 
is,  these  1,000  persons,  taken  together,  live  40,000  years,  and  to  each  one  of  them, 
/o  tiie  ayengCf  h3h  a  life  of  40  yeaxsi  different  ae  the  length  of  life  among  indi- 
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▼idnals  may  actually  be.  The  same  result  may  arise  in  very  different  ways.  A 
great  many  may  die  early,  and  yet  the  few  survivors  live  so  long,  tliat  still  the 
average  for  each  among  the  thousand  will  be  40  years ;  or  the  great  majority 
may  attain  to  but  a  little  above  or  below  forty  years,  and  very  few  die  early  or 
live  to  a  great  age.  If,  for  example,  600  were  to  die  so  early  as  to  average  only 
12  years  apiece,  or  altogether  7,200  years,  still  an  average  of  40  years  might 
result  for  the  whole  1,000,  if  the  other  400,  taken  together,  were  to  live  32,800 
years,  or  on  an  average  82  years  each.  But  the  same  average  length  of  life  for 
the  1,000  would  occur,  if  the  first  mentioned  600  should  reach,  on  the  average, 
96  years  each,  or,  all  together,  21,600  years ;  then  the  other  400,  taken  together, 
would  live  only  18,400  years,  giving  an  average  of  only  46  years  to  each  indi- 
vidual. It  is  clear  that  the  condition  of  human  society  would  be  a  very  different 
thing,  according  as  one  or  the  other  of  the  above  hypotheses  should  be  realized. 
Consequently,  observations  of  this  sort  are  particularly  instructive,  when  the  mean 
duration  of  life  is  reckoned,  not  merely  from  birth  up,  but  also  from  certain  other 
remarkable  points  in  the  course  of  human  life.  The  age  of  those  who  die  is 
commonly  given,  and  hence  it  is  easily  possible  to  determine  the  number  of 
those  who  died  after  the  completion  of  a  certain  age.  Thus,  by  comparing  the 
annual  entries  upon  the  records  in  the  Prussian  States,  we  see  how  many  died 
after  the  completion  of  their  Ist,  2d,  5th,  7th,  10th,  14th,  20th,  25th  year,  and 
then  again,  from  5  to  5  years  until  the  completion  of  the  90th  year.  With  these 
aids  it  has  become  possible  to  ascertain  the  mean  duration  of  human  life,  for  the 
last  named  and  peculiarly  important  divisions  of  life.  This  must  be  done  separ- 
ately for  each  of  the  sexes,  since  remarkable  differences  appear  between  them. 
It  is  known  that  for  100  girls,  105  or  106  boys  are  born,  but  this  excess  gener- 
ally dies  away  during  the  first  year  of  life;  hence  from  birth  up  the  mean 
duration  of  the  male  sex  appears  smaller  than  that  of  the  female ;  but  this  differ- 
ence, for  the  most  part,  vanishes  in  the  mean  duration  for  those  over  one  year, 
which  is  found  to  be  considerably  greater,  than  that  for  the  newly  bom,  because 
they  have  already  happily  survived  the  first  and  most  dangerous  year  of  life.  The 
mean  duration  for  those  over  14  is  for  the  most  part  not  very  different  from  the 
mean  duration  for  those  over  one  year  old ;  the  diseases  of  childhood  are  past  at 
the  close  of  the  14th  year,  and  tliis  increases  the  hope  of  life ;  but  then  the  14th 
year  completes  a  fifth  part  of  the  natural  term  of  life,  if  we  reckon  it  at  seventy, 
and  this  again  diminishes  the  hope  of  living.  For  those  over  60,  the  mean  duration 
of  life  in  most  of  the  provinces  is  not  much  under  ten  years,  sometimes  a  little  more. 
*'  The  difference  of  the  mean  duration  of  life  in  the  different  divisions  of  the 
Prussian  States  is  very  considerable ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  sufficient  to  estimate 
the  same  for  each  governmental  district  separately,  for  many  districts  consist  of 
very  unequal  parts,  which  were  only  put  together  because  singly  they  were  too 
small  to  bear  the  expense  of  separate  local  governments.  Accordingly,  by  com- 
paring neighboring  circles  of  similar  soil  and  population,  seventy  divisions  have 
been  formed,  for  which  the  average  length  of  life  of  the  inhabitants  is  estimated 
below.  We  adopt  that  division  of  the  State-domain  into  provincial  (lands^thliche) 
circles,  which  existed  at  the  reception  of  the  statistical  tables  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1834 ;  later  changes  in  the  territorial  boundaries  could  not  here  be  regarded. 
The  averages  have  been  drawn,  from  the  15  years,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1820  to  the  end  of  1834 :  that  is,  from  the  same  yeaiB  V\i^  Vlkv^  ^oisi^Ax^Sci^^ 
statement  of  births  and  deaths.'* 
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The  Prussian  States  are  divided  into  three  principal  divisions,  nine  seetioDfl,  wad 
seventy  subdivisions,  in  which  are  classed  the  towns,  or  "  circles,**  as  they  axe 
there  called,  and  the  average  duration  of  life  in  each  subdivision  is  calculated. 
The  extract  given  below  is  the  entire  account  of  one  section,  containing  eight 
subdivisions. 

"  C.  Third  section,  comprising  the  southern  part  of  Upper  Lausits,  all  Middle 
Silesia,  and  Upper  Silesia,  west  of  the  Oder. 

Dir.  1 .  Circ.  GOrlitz  and  Bunzlau, 

"     2.       "     Kainau-Goldberg,  Liegnitz,  Jauer  and  Striegan. 

"     3.       "     Neumarkt,  Wohlau,  Militsch,  Trebnitz,  Oels,  Breslau,  Ohlau  and  Brief. 
*'     4.       "     Strehlen,  Nimptseh  and  Mansterberg. 
"     5.       "     Reichenbach,  Schweidniiz,  Waldenburg,  Bolkenhain,  Landshat,  Kiiteh- 

bcrg,  Schonau,  Lowenbei^  and  Lauban. 
"6.       "     Frankenstein,  Glatz,  and  Kabelschwerdt. 
"     7.       "     NeusUidt,  Falkenberg,  Neisse  and  Grottkau. 
"     S.       "     Ratiborand  Leobschatz. 

The  whole  embraces  397.75  geographical  square  miles,  and  the  population 

amounted,  at  the 

Beginning  of  1820  to 1,422,694 

End  of  1834  to 1,681,250 

Making  an  average,  to  the  square  mile,  at  the 

Beginning  of  1820,  of 3577 

End  of  1934,  of 4227 

So  that  the  population  increased  about  18  1-6  per  cent  in  the  15  years. 

"  This  section  contains,  in  the  first  place,  the  fertile  and  highly  cultivated  plain, 
which  stretches  away  between  lower  Silesia  and  the  mountains,  and  continues 
east  of  the  Oder  beyond  the  Trebnitz  mountain  and  to  the  Partsch,  where  it  is 
considerably  poorer.  Moreover,  to  it  belongs  the  whole  front,  middle  and  highest 
part  of  the  mountains  as  far  as  to  the  Austrian  boundary,  and  to  the  southernmost 
point  of  Upper  Silesia.  By  far  the  greatest  part  of  the  soil  is  here  very  fruitful, 
with  the  exception  of  the  high  mountainous  parts,  where  the  rougher  climate  and 
partly  also  the  rocky  soil  is  unfavorable  to  cultivation.  The  whole  tract  is  occu- 
pied by  Germans,  except  a  few  countries,  in  which  the  Polish  speech  and 
manners  have  passed  over  into  the  neighboring  circles ;  but  in  the  circlet  of 
Leobschiitz  and  Ratibor  there  is  a  numerous  colony  of  Moravians,  who  have 
preserved  their  provincial  language  and  manners.  The  religion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants in  divisions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5  is  mainly  evangelical,  altliough  a  considerable 
number  belong  to  the  Catholic  church ;  in  division  6,  7,  8,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Catholic  confession  of  faith  prevails  almost  exclusively,  and  the  few  protestants 
for  the  most  came  in  when  tlie  Prussians  took  possession  in  the  year  1742.  The 
mean  duration  of  life  here  was : 

(a)    From  birth  up : 

Fbr  McUet.  F\jr  Ftnudet, 

Dir.  1 37  years,  280  dayt.     41  years,  246  days. 

'•2 32   "    26  "       36   "    10   " 

"3 32   "   180  "       35   "   848   " 

"4 36   »•   198  "       89   "   166  « 

"5 29   "   172  «       32   "   27   " 

"6 31   "   176  «       34   "  234   « 

"7 80   "   804  '*       32  "   381   " 

"8 M  .«*   U^  "      «««%•" 
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(b)    From  the  beginniiig  of  the  3d  year,  up : 

Fhr  Malet,  Far  FemaUM. 

DiT.  1 69  yean,  27  days.  69  yean,  113  days. 

"2. 52      "        63     "  61      "      2S0      " 

"3 '    46      "      166      "  48      "      139      " 

"    4.      .        .        .         4        .        .        63      "      228     "  63      "        69      " 

"6 49      "        61      "  43      "         2      " 

"6 47      "      170      "  47      "        66      " 

"7 46      "        12     "  44      "      309      " 

"8 37      "      189     "  35      "      209      " 

(c)  From  the  beginniDg  of  the  15th  year,  u)) : 

DiT*  1 62  yeare,  124  days.  61  yean,  266  days. 

"2 49  "  214  "  48  "  278  " 

"3 46  "  64  "  47  "  276  " 

"4 60  "  27  "  49  "  167  " 

"6 46  "  203  "  44  "  264  ' 

"6 44  "  162  "  42  "  129  " 

"7 46  "  199  "  43  "  136  " 

"8 40  "  47  "  36  "  61  " 

(d)  From  the  beguming  of  the  6l8t  year,  up : 

DiT«  1 10  yean,  57  days.  9  yean,  161  days. 

"2 9  "  157  "  8  "  227  " 

"3 9  "  69  "  9  "  208  " 

"4. 10  "  92  "  9  "  201  " 

"6 9  "  108  "  8  "  245  " 

"6 9  "  284  "  7  "  358  " 

"7 8  "  346  "  8  "  66  '* 

"8 7  "  250  "  7  "  12  "  " 

Can  any  one  doubt  the  great  value  of  such  calculations,  if  applied  to  the  differ- 
ent sections  of  Massachusetts,  and  made  from  the  correct  data  which  a  Registry 
system  would  give  ? 

England  has  had  a  Registry  system  in  operation  since  1838,  as  we  have 
before  stated,  and  it  has  already  developed  facts  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
that  nation  and  the  world.  Among  other  results,  it  has  led  to  the  adoption  of 
measures  for  the  relief  of  unhealthy  districts.  It  has  also  afforded  the  means  of 
forming  a  Life  Table,  showing  the  mean  duration  or  expectation  of  life  in  Eng- 
land, which  is  of  very  great  value.  I  extract  the  following  interesting  account  of 
that  table  from  the  Fiflh  Registration  Report 

"•  In  the  years  1840-1,  a  million  children  (1,014,461)  were  bom  in  England,  and 
their  births  were  registered ;  if  the  mortality  should  remain  the  same,  the  Life 
Table  will  enable  us  to  follow  this  million,  and  to  determine  how  many  will  be 
alive,  and  how  many  will  die,  through  the  several  years  of  the  next  century,  until 
they  have  all  *  returned  to  the  earth  from  which  they  came,'  and  been  replaced 
by  other  generations  destined  to  pursue  the  same  rounds  of  life.  To  bring  the 
observation  within  narrower  limits,  let  us  take  100,000  as  the  basis  of  the  obser- 
vation ;  and  from  the  proportions  of  the  two  sexes  registered,  it  will  be  found 
that  51,274  of  them  were  boys,  48,726  girls.  And  here  it  will  be  recollected  that 
they  are  not  government  annuitants — nor  persons  who  have  assured  their  lives— 
nor  selected  lives — nor  the  inhabitants  of  any  particular  town — but  the  cVaJl^s^'Dl 
of  all  ranks  and  claMes  of  Englishmen;  some  of  them  \K)inx  m\ui^  «ii^ ^^a^^^^ 
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and  surrounded  by  all  the  luxuries  and  conveniences  of  life ;  others  bom  in  hats 
on  the  mountain  side,  in  the  cellars  of  ill-constructed  cities,  in  lodging-houses,  in 
cottages,  farm-houses,  or  such  dwellings  as  our  towns  afford.  Let  it  be  assumed 
that  the  100,000  were  all  born  on  the  same  day — ^the  1st  of  January,  1841;  and 
that  the  survivors,  counted  on  the  first  day  of  1842, 1843,  and  of  every  year  for 
the  next  100  years,  will  exist  in  the  numbers  against  the  respective  ages  of  the 
table,  which  I  shall  call  the  English  Life  Table. 

Of  the  100,000  children  born,  according  to  the  supposition,  on  January  Ist, 
1841,  85,369  were  alive  on  January  1,  1842.  They  were  exactly  a  year  old,  and 
are  placed  against  the  age  **  1  **  of  the  table.  14,631  perished  in  the  first  year, 
the  fourth  part  of  tliem  in  tlie  first  month  of  life.  This  is  a  smaller  proportion  of 
deatlis  than  people  have  been  led  to  suppose  occur  in  the  first  year;  but  the  facts 
leave  it  undoubted  tliat  at  least  this  number  of  children  survived  in  1841  out  of 
100,000  bom.  On  January  1,  1843,  the  survivors  were  two  years  old,  and  in 
number  80,102 ;  5,267  died  in  the  second  year.  On  January  1,  1846,  the  5th 
birthday  will  be  attained,  and  there  will  be  74,201  living.  In  the  first  five  years, 
therefore,  25,799  of  the  100,000  children  born,  die ;  during  this  period,  when  they 
are  at  home  and  under  the  care  of  the  mother,  and  encounter  the  contagious  dis- 
eases which  beset  the  beginning  of  life,  their  safety  depends  very  much  upon  the 
power  of  the  parents  to  supply  them  with  food  and  raiment — upon  tlie  mothei's 
watchfulness  and  cleanliness — upon  the  air  they  are  doomed  to  respire  in  impris- 
oned courts  and  alleys,  or  in  the  fresh  open  atmosphere  of  healthy  country  dis- 
tricts. During  the  next  5  years,  when  they  leave  home  more,  and  when  great 
numbers  pass  part  of  the  day  at  school,  the  mortality  becomes  less  considerable; 
70,612  are  alive  at  tho  age  of  10;  and  from  10  to  15,  when  those  "who  labor 
with  their  hands  '*  begin  to  follow  the  plough— enter  the  factory — or  descend  the 
mine— the  loss  of  life  remains  small ;  68,627  will  live  to  the  age  of  15.  At  this 
age  the  loss  of  life  among  girls  is  rather  greater  than  the  loss  of  life  among  boys, 
and  it  continues  so  for  the  next  five  years,  when  both  sexes  are  more  detached 
from  the  care  of  their  parents,  and  the  majority  pursue  the  professions  or  trades 
by  which  they  afterwards  gain  a  livelihood.  The  mortality  appears  to  increase 
rather  rapidly  from  12  to  15 ;  and  tlicn  at  a  slow  regular  rate  from  15  to  55  years ; 
66,059  attain  the  age  of  20.  It  was  observed  that  51,274  boys  were  born  alive 
to  48,726  girls;  but  the  mortality  in  infancy  is  greater  among  boys  than  girls;  so 
that  31,958  males  attain  the  age  of  twenty-five  and  31,623  females  attain  the  age 
of  twenty-four.  This  is  about  the  average  age  of  marriage  in  England ;  and  the 
number  of  the  two  sexes  is  then  nearly  equal.  About  four-fifths  of  the  males 
who  attain  the  age  of  manhood  marry  ;  the  proportion  of  women  who  many  be- 
ing the  same.  It  might  have  been  supposed  that  the  peculiar  danger  which  wo- 
men encounter  at  this  age  enhances  their  mortality ;  it  does  so,  but  less  than  the 
mortality  of  males  is  increased :  50,301  of  the  100,000  persons  bom  attain  the 
age  of  forty-five ;  namely,  25,311  men,  and  24,990  women.  The  chance  of  living 
from  25  to  45  is  rather  in  favor  of  English  women.  The  violent  deaths  of  men 
on  the  rivers,  and  the  sea-coast,  in  mines,  in  the  streets,  in  travelling,  in  their 
dangerous  occupations ;  the  mental  agitations  and  anxieties,  terminating  unhap* 
pily  sometimes  in  suicide — the  accumulation  of  workmen  in  ill-ventilated  shopii 
or  the  hard  exhausting  work  of  the  agricultural  laborer,  independentlj  of  wir» 
MDd  seirice  in  uohealthy  cVunaitei^  coii»v\«tVn2^»xKA  V^  ^vdl^^  voAl  taaamu  of 


LETTER  TO  THE  SECRETARY.       106 

child-bearing.  At  the  age  of  55,  this  genendon  will  have  given  birtii  to^  and 
broaght  up  the  generation  by  which  it  is  to  be  ancceeded ;  a  nxve  rapid  rate  of 
mortality  will  then  set  in,  and  more  thui  a  thouaand  die  eveiy  year ;  yet  37,996 
will  be  alive  at  the  age  of  60,  and  24,531  attain  the  age  of  70—11,823  men,  and 
12,708  women — the  mortality  of  women  being  less  than  that  of  men  after  55« 
The  mental  faculties,  ripened  and  developed  by  experience,  will  not  protect  the 
frame  from  the  accelerated  and  insidious  progress  of  decay ;  the  toil  of  the  labor* 
er  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  artisan,  the  exhausting  passions,  the  struggles  and 
strains  of  intellect,  and,  more  than  all  these,  the  natural  falling  off  of  vitality,  will 
reduce  the  numbers  to  9,398  by  the  age  of  80.  After  the  age  of  80  the  observa- 
tions grow  uncertain ;  but  if  we  admit  their  accuracy,  1,140  will  attain  the  age  of 
90 ;  16  will  be  centenarians ;  and  of  the  100,000,  one  man  and  one  womanlike 
the  lingering  barks  of  an  innumerable  convoy — ^will  reach  their  distant  haven  in 
105  years,  and  die  in  1945. 

'  CrebrescuDt  oplataB  aiirae,  portoaqae  pateicit 
Jam  propior.'" 

I  have  thus  far  considered  those  advantages  only  which  would  result  to  th^ 
I^ysical  welfare  of  the  people  from  a  system  of  Regiitration.  There  are  veiy 
many  personal  advantages  which  might  be  mentioned  and  illustrated.  It  has 
been  well  said,  that  "it  if  fuUy  as  necessary  for  the  preservation  qf  Ike  rights  qf 
indimduals  to  preserve  a  register  of  birthif  marriages,  and  deatiis,  as  His  to  preserve 
a  register  of  deedsJ**  But  I  have  extended  my  communication  already  too  far,  and 
must  restrain  an  inclination  to  go  into  this  part  of  the  subject 

The  effort  of  Massachusetts  to  establish  a  Registry  System  is  highly  com- 
mended in  various  places.  The  American^Joamal  of  Medical  Sciences,  of  July, 
1844,  already  referred  to,  in  noticing  the  Second  Annual  Report,  after  speaking 
of  the  general  defects  of  Registration,  says  :**  So  far  as  we  know,  Massachusetts 
is  the  first  of  the  States  to  set  about  correcting  this  deficiency.  In  doing  so,  she 
deserves  all  praise,  as  well  as  for  tlie  intelligence  displayed  by  her  Legislature  in 
effecting  numerous  other  important  objects."  '*  When  the  States  generally  ahall 
have  followed  the  enlightened  example  of  Massachusetts,  an  amount  of  data 
will  be  amassed,  from  which  the  most  important  results  must  be  deduced.** 
Again,  in  noticing  last  April  the  Third  Report,  that  journal  speaks  of  the  mea- 
sure as  "  reflecting  such  high  credit  upon  the  State  of  Massachusetts — a  mea- 
sure which  places  her  far  above  the  other  States  of  the  Union."  "  There  are 
some  obstacles  in  the  way  of  obtaining  correct  information,  which  the  enlight- 
ened gentlemen  who  regulate  the  afihirs  of  Massachusetts  will  doubtless  over- 
come in  due  time.  The  present  age  owes  them  much  for  what  they  have  accom- 
plished, and  the  promising  commencement  will  lead  to  the  most  valuable  result 
May  other  States  soon  follow  the  example  of  Massachusetts  by  making  provisions 
for  similar  reports ! " 

The  American  Almanac,  for  1846,  contains  a  favorable  notice  of  the  last 
Annual  Report,  and  highly  commends  the  example  of  Massachusetts.  I  close 
this  communication  with  an  extract  from  the  Fifth  Report  of  the  Registrar  Gen- 
eral of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages,  in  England : — 

''  The  census  has  been  taken  with  regularity  in  the  United  States  of  Amenca^ 
but  abstracts  of  the  Register  of  deaths  have  only  bessk  piAii^aiibA^  Vj  ^^  t^fioMa^ 

14 


106  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 

Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  some  of  the  more  advanced  towns.  No 
correct  life  table  can  therefore  be  framed  for  the  population  of  America,  until 
they  adopt,  in  addition  to  the  census,  the  system  of  Registration  which  exists  in 
European  States.  Since  the  English  Life  Table  has  now  been  framed  from  the 
necessary  data,  I  venture  to  express  a  hope,  that  the  facts  may  be  collected  and 
abstracted,  from  which  Life  Tables  for  other  nations  can  be  constructed.  A 
comparison  of  the  duration  of  successive  generations  in  England,  France,  Pms- 
sia,  Austria,  Russia,  America,  and  other  States,  would  throw  much  light  on  the 
physical  condition  of  the  respective  populations,  and  suggest  to  scientific  and 
benevolent  individuals  in  every  country,  and  to  the  governments,  many  ways  of 
diminishing  the  sufferings,  and  ameliorating  the  health  and  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  for  t)ie  longer  life  of  a  nation  denotes  more  than  it  does  in  an  individual — a 
happier  life — a  life  more  exempt  from  sickness  and  infirmity — a  life  of  greater 
energy  and  industry,  of  greater  experience  and  wisdom.  By  these  comparisons, 
a  noble  national  emulation  might  be  excited ;  and  rival  nations  would  read  of 
sickness  diminished,  deformity  banished,  life  saved — of  victories  over  death 
and  the  grave — with  as  much  enthusiasm  as  of  victories  over  each  other's  armies 
in  the  field;  and  the  triumph  of  one  would  not  be  the  humiliation  of  the  other; 
for  in  his  contention  none  could  loose  territory,  or  honor,  or  blood,  but  all  would 
gain  strength.". 

Let  Massachusetts  perfect  the  measures  she  has  already  begun ;  and  thus  take 
the  lead  in  efforts  to  improve  the  physical  condition  of  her  population,  and  to 
reduce  the  moss  of  human  misery  they  suffer.  She  will  then  set  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation  by  all  her  sister  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEMUEL  SHATTUCK. 
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Secretary's  Office  ;  November  14th,  1846. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives  : 

Agreeably  to  a  provision  of  the  Act  of  1844,  Chapter  159,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  statement  and  tabular  re- 
sults of  the  Registry  and  Returns  of  Births,  Marriages  and 
Deaths,  for  the  Registration  year  ending  April  30th,  1846. 

The  number  of  the  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  returned  from 
the  several  towns  is,  in  the  first  place,  exhibited  in  full,  with  the 
population  of  the  towns  according  to  the  census  of  1840,  and  a 
recapitulation  of  the  same  classes  of  facts,  summed  up  according 
to  counties  (pp.  3 — 11).  The  returns  of  the  two  preceding  years 
since  the  enactment  of  the  present  law  serve  to  elucidate  its 
operation.  The  last  returns  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  are 
more  full  than  those  of  either  of  the  previous  years.  The  num- 
ber of  births  returned,  is  as  1  to  39  inhabitants  (according  to  the 
census  of  1840),  excluding  the  population  of  Boston  ;  the  number 
of  marriages  as  1  to  122,  and  of  deaths  as  1  to  69.  The  absence 
of  returns  from  the  city  of  Boston,  comprising  not  far  from  one 
seventh  part  of  the  population  of  the  Commonwealth,  still  presents 
the  same  important  chasm  as  heretofore.  The  returns  from  Rox- 
bury,  in  Norfolk  county,  and  from  Abington,  in  Plymoutli,  were 
made  too  late  to  be  incorporated  into  the  tables.  Those  from 
Roxbury  were  received  before  the  printing  was  begun,  and  as 
their  insertion  in  the  tabular  statement  required  no  alteration,  ex- 
cept in  the  footing  of  the  columns,  they  are  entered  in  their  place 
on  p.  8.  The  returns  from  Abington  represent  91  Births,  31  Mar- 
riages, and  40  Deaths;  the  population,  in  1840,  was  3214. 

Copious  extracts  from  the  communications  of  the  town  clerks 
are  presented  in  the  body  of  notes  appended  Xo  VVv^  ^ycLO'^^v^  ^^ 
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returns  (pp.  13 — 29).  The  towns  which  failed  to  make  retaras 
are  specified  at  the  end  of  the  notes,  under  the  heads  of  the  sev- 
eral counties. 

The  town  clerks  have  sometimes  returned  the  names  of  inhab- 
itants, whose  deaths  have  taken  place  elsewhere.  When  the 
death  is  represented  to  have  occurred  in  some  other  town  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  entry  has  been  transferred  to  that  town. 
When  elsewhere,  it  has  been  omitted,  except  cases  of  death  at 
sea,  or  m  a  foreign  port. 

Table  I,  in  two  parts,  relates  to  births.  The  first  part  (p.  31) 
exhibits  the  number  of  male  and  female  children,  and  of  those 
whose  sex  is  not  reported,  born  respectively  in  the  several  months 
and  in  the  several  counties.  The  second  part  (p.  32)  exhibits  the 
cases  of  more  than  one  child  at  a  birth,  arranged  wider  the  heads 
of  months,  counties,  and  sex. 

Table  II,  in  two  parts,  relates  to  marriages.  The  first  part  (p. 
33)  records  the  number  of  marriages  solemnized,  in  each  month, 
in  each  county  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  second  part  (pp. 
34 — 36)  records  the  facts  important  to  be  observed  in  statistical 
tables,  in  relation  to  the  ages  and  conditions  of  parlies  to  mar- 
riage. 
Tables  III,  IV,  and  V  relate  to  deaths. 

Table  III,  in  four  parts,  records  the  causes  of  death.  In  the 
first  part  (pp.  37 — 44),  against  the  names  of  the  respective  dis- 
eases, alphabetically  arranged,  is  recorded  the  number  of  persons 
who  died  of  the  same  during  the  year,  with  a  specification  of  the 
sex,  proximate  age,  month  of  decease,  and  place  of  birth,  so  far 
as  to  distinguish  between  natives  of  the  American  town  where 
they  died,  other  Americans,  and  foreigners.  The  second  part 
(pp.  45 — 50),  against  the  names  of  the  diseases,  scientifically  ar- 
ranged, presents  the  number  of  deaths  therefrom,  in  tlie  several 
counties. 

The  third  part  of  Table  III  (pp.  51 — 54)  presents  a  synopsis 
of  the  number  of  deaths  from  each  disease,  or  other  cause,  which 
took  place,  according  to  the  returns,  in  1846,  and  the  two  pre- 
ceding years  respectively.  The  proportion  of  the  number  of  each 
class,  in  each  year,  to  the  number  of  10,000,  is  carried  out  in  three 
other  columns,  aflbrding  the  means  of  a  perfect  comparison  of  the 
proportional  mortality  from  diiferent  causes,  so  far  as  the  returns 
furnish  the  requisite  materials.  The  fourth  part  of  the  same 
table  (p.  55),  under  the  heads  of  the  respective  counties,  exhibits 


REGISTRATION 


OF 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS 


iir 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


iii\hU\'ALf 


,••(  til  I'-- 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS, 

Returned  to  the  Secretar^a  Office^for  the  three  yeare  ending  JprU 
30lh,  1844,  184S  and  1846. 


] 

BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

CODRTIEB    AfO   TORIl 

'^'^ 

IBM 

I8M 

1816 

1814.' IMS 

l_ 

1SI6. 

1S44 

1S4S 

IB46. 

SUFFOLK. 

BortOD,       .             .             . 

93,363 

. 

Chelsea,  . 

2,390 

lil 
111 

147 
~147 

134 
134 

29 

25 

29 

8S 

94 

» 

TotaH           .        . 

95,773 

~~W 

~^ 

as 

-^^ 

"ao 

ESSEX. 

AioMbury,        .         . 
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IS 
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1 
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27 

27 

23 
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17 
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44 
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10 
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13 

31 

17 
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3 
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6 
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S6 

74 
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South  Hadley, 

»58 

49 

44 

48 

ii 

14 

23 

19 

39 

SouthamploD, 

1157 

33 

35 

25 

9 

n 

f 

28 

13 

ao 

Ware,       . 

leiw 

S3 

38 

62 

J5 

33 

30 

43 

35 

Weslhampton, 

7511 

17 

Ifi 

17 

4 

3 

13 

9 

n 

]:«!) 

:« 

3!) 

27 

6 

6 

4 

16 

18 

as 

Worthington, 

iiy? 

31 

36     39 

5 

8 

A 

as 

1ft 

11 

Totals, 

30,607 

643 

65.31  676 

Iso 

109 

309 

508 

«0 

~m 

HAMPDEN. 

1 

fihndford, 

1437 

S9 

20:     a^ 

7 

2 

11 

33 

17 

17 

Brimfield, 

1410 

i«!  as 

8 

5 

■s 

ar 

18 

31 

Chester.    . 

](32 

28 

.341   30 

6 

37 

7 

11 

Granville, 

1414 

5 

aai  31 

7 

'3 

13 

18 

5 

9S 

Holland,  . 

42;i 

-        14 

fi 

5 

5 

9 

8 

Longmeadow, 
Ludfow,    . 

1     1370 

34 

ai    ar; 

7 

10 

8 

19 

SS 

as 

;    lans 

36 

»>      19 

8 

13 

14 

19 

88 

a> 

Honson,    . 

1   ai5i 

30 

.w    59 

11 

4 

91 

30 

4! 

97 

MonUfomery, 

1      740 

13 

14:     !) 

I 

4 

4 

4 

10 

8 

Palmer,     . 

ai:i!i 

53 

54;     09 

0 

14 

26 

Jloswell,    . 

!     !ir,5 

10 

1 

. 

a 

Southwick, 

1     1214 

34     33 

"7 

•^ 

ii 

99 

Springfield, 

10,985 

S79 

405:  417 

73 

67 

78 

132 

un 

a» 

TollaSd,   . 

fm 

191      4 

T 

a 

3 

19 

u 

6 

Wales,     . 

cm 

iei 

Lt!    U 

fi 

3 

4 

I 

1 

n 

Wm  .Sprin^el 

i).       - 

aiKG 

«> 

GO 

. 

» 

84 

U 

17 

« 

IB 

BIRTHS,  4cc.  FOR  THREE  YEARS. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS— GmKnuMl. 


BIBTH8. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

Coomu  Aim  Towns. 

iDlSW, 

184*.  18*S. 

1846 

1844. 

1849. 

1846. 

1844. 

1S4S. 

■«. 

Westfield, 

3536 

91 

99 

96 

~27 

16 

"21 

56 

67 

64 

1664 

29 

28 

IS 

u 

84 

18 

TotalB, 

37,366 

760 

937 

901 

213 

198 

352 

394 

"sm 

~m 

PRANKUN. 

Aihfield,  . 

1610 

3 

37 

18 

3 

8 

35 

33 

33 

992 

34 

20 

32 

"5 

10 

7 

17 

7 

13 

Backlud, 

1084 

SO 

19 

23 

8 

7 

8 

6 

9 

13 

Chulemont, 

1127 

31 

35 

19 

6 

3 

ID 

18 

10 

15 

Colenine, 

1971 

35 

35 

29 

4 

12 

11 

26 

30 

33 

Conway,  . 

1409 

46 

9 

27 

Deerfield, 

1913 

51 

54 

is 

'8 

21 

30 

ErviDg,     . 

309 

io 

10 

9 

3 

1 

S 

a 

Gill, 

798 

33 

14 

33 

'5 

4 

4 

io 

» 

7 

Oraenfield, 

1756 

3* 

3 

6 

S 

13 

34 

. 

U«wle7,   . 

977 

18 

13 

25 

6 

3 

6 

17 

8 

"s 

HMth,      . 

895 

14 

29 

18 

4 

33 

Lereratt,. 

875 

17 

29 

34 

"8 

"e 

'4 

33 

13 

'9 

Loyden,    . 

633 

29 

9 

23 

4 

3 

6 

11 

10 

35 

u/moe,    . 

983 

7 

11 

9 

1 

i 

1 

!J."?S1. 

1355 

33 

36 

'3 

"2 

IS 

16 

1305 

SO 

35 

38 

4 

6 

13 

'9 

31 

18 

NoTthfield, 

1673 

30 

4 

5 

11 

. 

Oran^,    , 

1501 

29 

32 

48 

S 

15 

is 

18 

22 

27 

Bowe,      . 

703 

3D 

13 

1 

8 

3 

IS 

11 

SbelbDrne, 

1023 

22 

33 

27 

6 

10 

i2 

34 

10 

19 

Blinte>bui7, 

987 

21 

31 

17 

4 

1{ 

9 

7 

II 

1 

Sooderland, 

719 

33 

10 

12 

6 

3 

6 

5 

B 

Wtrwick, 

1071 

18 

35 

10 

4 

8 

8 

91 

23 

11 

WendeU, 

875 

19 

4 

4 

3 

5 

3 

12 

11 

15 

Wh«lely, 

1072 

25 

27 

36 

7 

10 

5 

20 

15 

13 

Tottb,           .         . 

28,813 

~SK 

598 

"^ 

115 

151 

151 

360 

331 

395 

BERKSHIRE. 

Adun.,     .         .         . 

3703 

102 

114 

IS 

8 

7S 

45 

Alford,     . 

481 

13 

10 

IS 

'3 

4 

'7 

3 

4 

Becket,     . 

1343 

18 

29 

20 

7 

7 

'e 

24 

ai 

14 

Botton  Corner, 

65 

Chethire, 

885 

"1 

Clarkabu^, 

370 

9 

'e 

ii 

1 

'4 

Silton,     . 

1255 

40 

42 

43 

'3 

s 

ii 

14 

te-. 

1038 
441 

19 
19 

28 
5 

21 

7 

3 

"2 
2 

1 
2 

11 
3 

S 

3 

io 

3 

Great  Barringloi 

n, 

8704 

io 

3 

38 

Hancock, 

9S3 

21 

19 

is 

4 

is 

is 

Hiudale, 

955 

41 

21 

17 

f 

6 

6 

17 

16 

17 

1140 

31 

18 

31 

2 

la 

11 

90 

Lee, 

2438 

39 

34 

26 

SO 

e 

io 

38 

40 

S3 

Leno..     . 

1313 

35 

3B 

39 

8 

7 

s 

31 

99 

an 

Jloont  Wuhios 

ton,  '. 

438 

IS 

. 

20 

V 

\     ^ 

\     - 

\    > 

FIFTH  REGISTEATION  REPORT. 


BIBTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS—Cmftnued. 


BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

COOKTII)    AMD    TdWHI 

in  1340. 



IBM. 

181S 

1SI6. 

1844 

1845 

1846. 

1341. 

1845. 

1846. 

NewAahfbrd,    . 

227 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

" 

Wew  Hulborough,     . 

1682 

41 

28 

35 

14 

9 

13 

25 

ii 

93 

Ot»,         .         .         . 

1177 

12 

38 

10 

2 

6 

8 

Peru, 

576 

17 

13 

ia 

1 

5 

'3 

11 

3 

is 

Pittefield.           .         . 

3747 

87 

101 

108 

1 

3 

7 

5Q 

61 

76 

Ricbmond, 

1097 

11 

11 

20 

4 

3 

6 

14 

10 

IS 

Sandisfield, 

1464 

21 

13 

11 

21 

33 

Savoy, 
Sheffield, 

915 

13^      6 

'5 

3 

4 

4 

i 

1 

'5 

3333 

49     78 

65 

7 

7 

13 

38 

3S 

41 

Btockbridge,      . 

am 

4l|    33 

53 

3 

9 

6 

35 

95 

39 

Tyriogham, 

1477 

5,     . 

9 

25 

991 

23,    39 

30 

3 

'1 

'a 

12 

i4 

io 

Weat  Stockbndge,     . 

1448 

54     49 

40 

8 

4 

6 

30 

16 

9B 

WiUiainalown,  . 

aiS3 

S7j    78 

51 

2 

11 

a 

33 

3S 

WindBor, 

697 

.|     13 

13 

6 

6 

9 

13 

Totals, 

41,745 

W3  833 

loe 

135 

132 

114 

435 

'4M 

"m 

NORFOLK. 

1 

Bellinghaui,       . 

1055 

30,    13 

8 

7 

2 

2 

11 

6 

7 

Braintree, 

2168 

59!    69 

47 

14 

6 

le 

10 

27 

Brookline, 

1365 

13     31 

44 

8 

8 

16 

IS 

35 

31 

Canton,    . 

1995 

65     37 

11 

17 

7 

21 

35 

32 

36 

Cohasset, 

1471 

241    33 

36 

16 

10 

19 

28 

18 

30 

Sedham, 

3390 

00     96 

94 

31 

3:1 

36 

50 

70 

SS 

DorcheBler, 

4875 

28     01 

186 

21 

47 

49 

76 

79 

93 

Hover,      . 

520 

8i      6 

8 

1 

2 

6 

11 

8 

S 

Tox  borough, 

1     1298 

24     51 

37 

li 

n 

19 

18 

18 

98 

Franklin, 

1     1717 

33     33 

41 

10 

a 

9 

2t 

29 

33 

Medfield, 

1      883 

9,    18 

16 

6 

4 

5 

7 

16 

Wedway,  . 

1    2043 

on!   65 

61 

35 

29 

32 

14 

36 

81 

Milton.     . 

1    1832 

49     561    52 

11 

10 

11 

3S 

35 

Heedhttra. 

,     1488 

45     33     36 

9 

4 

6 

17 

39 

Quincy,    . 

1    3486 

1471  123  136 

23 

31 

32 

5t 

53 

48 

Rnodolph, 

3213 

92   13e;  121 

32 

28 

31 

71 

55 

61 

Roitbury, 

.    9089 

304  411    440 

26 

78 

96 

. 

Sharon,     . 

107(5 

26     22,    16 

9 

12 

7 

is 

14 

is 

Btoughton, 

2143 

68:    66     95 

35 

23 

38 

4 

3t 

30 

Walpole, 

1491 

.        .       25 

. 

10 

- 

7 

WeymooUi, 

3738 

145'  139,  140 

3i 

35 

36 

31 

64 

SOI  5 

77;    59;    67 

^ 

113 

25 

8 

48 

39 

Totals,           .         . 

53,140 

1393;i591 

1707 

360 

"404 

"^ 

555 

"ra? 

GH 

BRISTOL. 

1 

Attlehorougb,    . 

3S85 

781    81 

88 

33 

25 

21 

60 

66 

75 

Berkley,   . 

886 

20!    12 

19 

4 

2 

7 

17 

at 

15 

Darbnouth, 

413S 

133;    92 

108 

33 

27 

28 

Dighton,  . 

1378 

36     47 

40 

19 

7 

9 

is 

32 

17 

Easton,     . 

2074 

42|    53 

S3 

19 

8 

52 

a» 

as 

FuiiMven, 

3951 

74 

107 

• 

10 

34 

29 

33 

45 

a 

BIRTHS,  &c.  FOR  THREE  YEARS. 
BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS— Confinuuf. 


BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

COOHTIM  ARD  TotMS 

Population 
inlBW, 

__ 

tSM. 

I84fi. 

1846. 

18«. 

1849 

1846. 

1844 

1816 

1B46. 

fVU  River,        ,        .  ,    6738 

310 

379 

393 

61 

73 

82 

76 

55 

110 

Preeloirn, 

1772 

47 

43 

24 

5 

10 

8 

22 

31 

34 

Mansfield, 

1    1383 

34 

43 

31 

10 

12 

16 

17 

31 

New  Bedford, 

12.087 

443 

477 

131 

114 

151 

1 

175 

34S 

Noiton,    . 

1545 

m 

45 

3 

8 

8 

8 

6 

4 

Fawtuckel, 

S184 

104 

^ 

127 

14 

13 

16 

6 

16 

RaTohain, 
Rehoboih, 

laa) 

43 

2 

12 

4 

9 

24 

19 

10 

2169 

55 

45 

16 

. 

15 

20 

25 

38 

SeekoDk, 

1996 

47 

24 

9 

. 

35 

39 

1005 

24 

14 

26 

4 

6 

6 

34 

24 

30 

Swuizey, 

M84 

36 

32 

37 

9 

11 

11 

15 

31 

TauDton, 

7645 

191 

219 

244 

57 

4^i 

00 

73 

73 

55 

Wottport, 

3620 

73 

50 

10 

4S3 

2 

15,;  39 

4991  515 

32 
719 

ToUl.,           .         . 

60,1G5 

1825 

1852 

1812 

— 
779 

PLYMOUTH. 

AbingtoD, 

3214 

113 

27 

39 

75 

Bridgewater, 

2131 

44 

71 

57 

4 

12 

h 

45 

40 

27 

Career,     . 

sws 

35 

30 

21 

2 

14 

5 

Dux  bury. 

2708 

33 

19 

10 

19 

19 

East  Bridgenat 

1950 

30 

S8 

49 

9 

11 

25 

24 

19 

36 

Halirax,    . 

734 

30 

3(i 

27 

7 

Hf 

6 

17 

31 

13 

Hanover, 

1488 

41 

18 

19 

16 

14 

12 

20 

16 

17 

Hanwn,   . 

1040 

15 

3 

13 

S'™'. 

3564 

94 

86 

87 

85 

22 

^ 

57 

61 

44 

231 

3 

6 

3 

3 

2 

7 

1 

Kingston, 

1440 

35 

32 

31 

IS 

11 

36 

35 

IS 

Harahfield, 

1761 

47 

41 

45 

16 

10 

34 

23 

35 

Middleboroogh, 

5085 

. 

Noitli  Bridgewater,    . 

2616 

96     70 

91 

32 

35 

21 

50 

32 

44 

Pembroke, 

1258 

17i    33 

31 

11 

2 

3 

16 

19 

31 

PlymoDlJi, 

5291 

151    123 

164 

30 

41 

42 

81 

110 

67 

Pljrmplon, 

834 

24     19 

19 

8 

10 

11 

22 

10 

13 

Rochester, 

38i!4 

.  1     . 

112 

48 

Scituate,  . 

88     84 

85 

28 

22 

21 

52 

43 

43 

Warebam, 

80CBJ 

65     66 

75 

9 

11 

29 

8a 

32 

32 

1201 

31     39 

36 

g 

9 

11 

29 

16 

14 

Totab, 

47,.373 

"g??  811 

906 

269 

288 

^ 

606 

464 

463 

BARNSTABLE. 

Barnstable, 

4301 

8     10 

20 

2J 

38 

42 

15 

38 

43 

Brewster, 

ir>.>2 

31     44 

43 

S 

7 

15 

13 

22 

12 

Chatham, 

2314 

7.1     35 

65 

le 

15 

24 

50 

35 

28 

Dennis,     . 

2942 

62     . 

23 

. 

33 

Eaatb.;. 

955 

17     13 

'7 

3 

12 

10 

10 

14 

io 

Falmouth, 

2589 

72     66 

56 

20 

19 

33 

37 

35 

Harwich, 

2930 

87  105 

111 

19 

23 

20 

16 

34 

32 

Uarshpee, 

309 

. 

Orleani,  . 

i974 

34'    45 

39 

33 

'a 

14 

44 

97 

3t 

Froviocetown, 

S13% 

76 

61 

73 

25 

%1 

M 
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BIR1*HS,  du.  FOR  THREE  YEARS. 


BIRTHS.  HARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS— CbHfuuMdl 


bilS4D. 

BIRTHS. 

MARRUGE8. 

DEATHS. 

1844. 1840.  1846 

1844. 

IS 
IS 
13 

184B. 

1846. 

1844, 

,» 

1846. 

Sandwich, 
Truro. 
Weiiaeet, 
YMraoulh, 

3719 
1930 
3377 
35*1 

]I2i  116,  101 
36     5S!     . 
59     14     65 
75     79;    67 

24 
20 
12 
21 

21 

16 

20 

33 

33 
6£ 

58 
30 
24 
48 

44 

15 
35 

Total.,           .         . 

DUKES. 
Cfailmuk, 

Iter-'   :    : 

32,548 

703 
1730 
1520 

744  675  647 

i 

10     12     13 
30     55     53 
53     60     13 

301 

6 

8 

ai 

322 

3 

10 
11 

220 

8 
6 
9 

408 

9 
33 
26 

406 

4 
36 
23 

303 

4 
37 
35 

Totals,           .         . 
NANTUCKET. 

3958 
9013 

93  127     79 
208  227,  223 

34 
38 

34 
90 

S5 

84 

48 
107 

53 
134 

S6 

154 

BIBTBS,  &c  FOB  TBBEE  TEAB8L 


RECAPITDLATION. 


ConxriM. 

Popolaiion 

BIRTHS. 

MARRUGE8, 

DEATHS. 

IBU. 

1S45. 

1846. 

lSi4 

leis. 

184«. 

1844. 

1818. 

1B46. 

Suflblk,  . 

95,773 

„, 

147 

134 

29 

32 

29 

ee 

94 

30 

ElMx,     . 

94,987 

1581 

2175 

2527 

583 

758 

908 

1292 

ISO) 

1673 

Middlwex,       . 

106,611 

2814 

3050 

3011 

949 

1168,1119 

1353 

1S06 

1722 

WorcMier,      . 

95,313 

2311 

2116 

2474 

715 

793I  871 

1469 

1527 

1734 

Hampehiie,      . 

30,897 

643 

G53 

676 

180 

199 

209 

508 

430 

439 

HmpdeD,        . 

37,366 

760 

937 

901 

213 

103 

253 

394 

509 

614 

Fmnklin, 

28,812 

576 

528 

524 

115 

151 

151 

360 

331 

395 

Berlubire,        . 

41,745 

723 

822 

806 

135 

132 

114 

435 

488 

465 

Norfolk, 

53,140 

1393 

1591 

1707 

360 

404 

528 

555 

657 

624 

Brirtol,  . 

60,165 

1825 

1852 

1813 

483 

419 

499 

515 

719 

779 

Plymouth, 

47,373 

977 

811 

966 

360 

288 

254 

606 

484 

462 

Barnstable,      . 

33,548 

744 

675 

647 

201 

222 

230 

408 

40B 

303 

Dukes,    . 

3,958 

93 

127 

79 

34 

24 

25 

48 

53 

56 

Nantucket, 

9,013 

208 

227 

222 

38 

90 

84 

107 

134 

154 

Totals, 

737,700 

14,757 

15,711 

16,486 

4304 

4863 

5263 

9338 

8844 

9350 

Totals  after  de- 
dQcting  Suflblk 
County,  . 

041,927 

14,646 

15,564 

16,352 

1275 

_ 

4841 

5234 

8250 

8750 

9320 

t 


I     I 
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NOTES. 


Some  of  the  returns  were  accompanied  with  remarks  by  the 
town  clerks.  From  these,  the  following  notes  haye  been  com- 
piled. The  design  of  these  notes  is  to  show  the  condition  of  reg- 
istration through  the  State,  the  practical  operation  of  existing 
laws  on  the  subject,  and  the  views  of  the  town  clerks  in  regard 
to  such  amendments  as  may  be  needed  to  improve  the  system. 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boston. — No  return  of  births,  marriages  or  deaths. 

Chklsea. — '*I  presume  maoy  deaths  have  taken  place  in  this  town  of  which, 
as  yet,  I  have  no  record." 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Andovsb. — '*  They  are  all  very  imperfect,  as  respects  numbers.  The  letams 
have  not  been  made  according  to  law." — BirUa,  ^  There  seems  to  have  been  a 
misapprehension  of  the  law  relating  to  the  duties  of  school  committee  and  town 
clerk,  in  respect  to  the  registration  of  births ;  as  town  clerk,  I  forwarded  the  blank, 
and  paper,  and  circular  to  the  chairman  of  the  school  committee."  '*  The  whole 
number  of  births  in  Andover  must  have  been  two  hundred.  I  was  present  at 
about  one  hundred,  and  there  are  five  other  physicians  in  town."  **  The  adjutant 
general  sends  a  blank  for  the  enrolment  of  soldiers  to  the  assessors ;  they  enter 
the  names  on  the  blank,  then  sign  the  return  at  the  bottom  as  assessors ;  the  town 
clerk  records  the  same,  counts  the  numbers,  and  signs  the  return  at  the  beginning, 
and  sends  the  same  return  to  the  adjutant ;  this  return  has  the  signatures  of  the 
assessors  as  vouchers  for  correctness,  and  the  town  clerk  that  it  is  recorded, — 
and  I  think  the  law  is  very  similar  in  intention  to  the  law  respecting  the  enrol- 
ment of  births."  **  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  to  the  fact,  that 
the  law  makes  no  provision  for  the  futurt  registration  of  the  noma  of  those  chU- 
drtn  that  are  recorded  this  year  without  a  nameJ* — Marriages,  *'  One  clergyman 
informs  me  verbally,  that  he  has  married  about  twenty  couple  the  past  year. 
Another  clergyman  two  couple,  a  magistrate  one  couple  in  Andover,  but  they 
have  made  no  return."  *'  Our  return  should  have  been  fifly  instead  of  thirty,  if 
clergymen  and  magistrates  had  returned  all.  The  whole  number  of  couples  pub- 
lished in  Andover,  from  May  1, 1845,  to  May  1, 184^  la  «v|^V}.   '^LcKjoxva  Xa.'^^ 
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been  partially  and  imperfectly  made.  Our  records,  for  the  last  twelve  yeuiy  are 
veiy  imperfect,  as  respects  marriages^ — little  regularity  in  the  records,— -end  some 
have  made  no  returns  for  many  years.  Town  clerks  receive  no  compensatioii  in 
Andover  for  any  service  rendered  the  town,  except  recording  births  and  deaths, 
consequently  they  will  not  look  up  labor." 

Essex. — BiHhs  and  Marriagta,  "•  The  returns,  I  believe,  embrace  aU  that  have 
occurred  in  the  town  during  the  year." 

Gloucbsteb. — Marriages.  "All  the  persons  returned  have  received  ee^ 
tificates  of  publishment,  and  the  presumption  is,  that  they  have  been  married ;  but 
owing  to  the  neglect  of  some,  and  the  itinerant  habits  of  the  clergy  in  many 
cases,  there  remain  blanks  which  should  have  been  filled ;  many  of  thoee  com- 
pleted are  made  by  my  own  inquiry." 

Hamiltoit. — "  I  have  found  it  difficult  to  obtain  the  information  necessary  to 
comply  with  the  law ;  the  returns  are  as  perfect  as  I  can  make  them  at  this  time ; 
we  hope  to  make  them  more  perfect  in  future." 

Marble  HE  AD. — "  I  feel  desirous  that  the  law  should  be  complied  with,  and 
have  endeavored  to  make  as  complete  returns  as  possible,  though  they  are  still 
imperfect  For  much  of  the  information,  I  have  to  rely  on  personal  applicatioa 
to  the  parties." 

MiDDLBTON. — Biriha,  "  The  school  committee  only  returned  seven,  the  reit 
(11)  I  have  procured  by  personal  exertions.  I  think  the  duty  would  be  better 
performed  if  it  devolved  upon  the  assessors." — Marriages,  "  It  is  believed  there 
has  been  one  marriage  in  this  town  not  included  in  this  return,  but  no  more  have 
been  reported ;  if  so,  it  was  solemnized  by  a  clergyman  not  a  resident  of  (hii 
town." 

RocKPORT. — Deaths.  *'  Should  inaccuracies  be  found  in  this  return,  they  most 
be  charged  to  the  sextons,  most  of  whom  made  an  entire  failure  as  it  regards 
their  returns.  The  clerk,  therefore,  has  not  so  much  time  to  examine  and  oonect 
as  he  could  wish.   All  the  physicians  in  town  have  kindly  rendered  the  needful  aid.* 

SALUM.—Marriages.    "  Rev.  Mr. ,  of  St  Peter's  Church,  has  neglected 

to  make  any  return  for  the  past  year." 

ToFsriELD. — Deaths.  "  This  return  may  be  relied  on  as  containing  a  notice  of 
every  death  that  has  occurred,  within  the  time  named,  in  this  town.  All  have 
been  recorded  for  the  last  thirty-six  years." 

West  Nxwburt. — Births.  ^  The  return,  though  few  in  number,  compriies 
all  in  my  possession ;  I  am  well  aware  tltat  the  births  of  the  past  year  did  not  fidi 
much  short  of  any  preceding  year.  The  school  committee  for  1845,  retained  the 
number  of  births  in  four  school  districts  out  of  six ;  the  present  year,  no  retnroi 
have  been  made ;  whether  it  is  negligence,  or  exemption  from  the  duty  by  the 
law,  is  probably  best  known  to  themselves." — Deaths.  ^*  All  that  have  come  to 
my  knowledge,  are  nearly  correct ;  although  often  requested,  the  seztom  hav% 
as  yet,  rendered  no  assistance." 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

A8HI.AZID. — Births.    "  It  is  ascertained  that  twenty  occurred  in  the  Hopkinlom 

ejjgjit  in  the  Framingham,  and  five  in  the  HoUirton  portions  of  this  t0wn;  Hham 

/n  tAe  Hopkinton  portion  are  pcobaibly  VnftVni^eQL  Va  ibAtcftsamftoin  that  town  and 
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are  here  omitted.  Thoee  in  the  FramiDgham  and  Holliaton  poftiona  are  not  prob^ 
ably  returned  from  those  towns,  and  for  that  reason  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
make  the  return  I  have.  No  births  occurred  in  this  town  between  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  incorporation  and  the  first  of  May,  1846." 

CAMBRines. — Biiihs.  *'  The  number  recorded  is  undoubtedly  much  less  than 
have  occurred  in  the  city/* ^Marriages.  "This  return  embraces  probably  not 
more  than  from  one  half  to  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  solemnized  during  the 
year,  and  is  deficient  in  other  respects.  Some  clergymen  make  no  returns,  and 
others  return  only  the  names  of  parties  and  date  of  marriage." — DeaUiM.  ^  This 
return  is  not  complete,  though  more  nearly  so  than  that  of  births  or  marriages. 
Few  deaths  are  returned  to  me  of  those  who  are  removed  out  of  the  city  or  to 
Mount  Auburn  for  interment" 

CAnLiSLB. — Births.  "  This  return  is  the  same  which  was  made  out  and  r&- 
tomed  to  me  by  Dr.  A.  Marsh,  the  school  committee  having  neglected  to  perfonn 
that  service." 

CHARLEBTOwir. — "  The  returns  are  as  complete  as  I  am  able  to  make  theoif 
under  existing  circumstances.  The  return  of  marriages  is  the  most  defective. 
The  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Society  has  made  no  return  for  the  last  year ;  and 
the  pastor  of  the  Episcopalian  Church  has  furnished  me  with  no  returns  of  mar- 
riages solemnized  by  him  since  otficiating  in  that  capacity  in  this  town." 

CncLMsroRD. — Detdhs,  *^  Probably  the  whole  number  would  not  vary  very  far 
from  thirty.    One  of  the  sextons  made  no  return." 

FKAMitieHAM. — Deaths.    **  The  sextons  have  not  all  made  returns." 

Grotoii. — "In  all  important  particulars  the  returns  arie  accurate  and  com-' 
plete."— Btr(A«.  "  The  school  committee  have  given  their  personal  attention  to 
the  return  of  births." 

HoLLisTON. — Btrihs.  "  This  record  is  believed  to  be  perfect,  and  all  the  facts 
are  given  that  could  be  obtained  from  return  by  school  committee.  A  part  of 
the  town  of  Ashland  was  taken  from  HoUiston  last  winter  by  act  of  incorporation, 
and  the  school  committee  did  not  take  the  account  of  births,  supposing  this  duty 
belonged  to  the  school  committee  there.  The  different  parts  of  the  town  in  which 
the  births  have  occurred  have  been  arranged  by  school  districts." — Marriages. 
**  Incomplete — I  think  short  of  the  true  number.  It  does  not  embrace  one  third  of 
the  certificates  I  have  given.  It  is  the  best  I  could  do  from  the  returns  received. 
I  think  the  nature  of  the  facts  required  in  this  matter  may  be  a  reason  of  their 
imperfection." — Deaths.  "  Not  quite  perfect,  though  the  sextons  have  shown  a 
commendable  disposition  to  make  it  so.  Perhaps  six  or  eight  not  returned; 
some  have  been  interred  out  of  town,  and  the  returns  have  not  been  furnished 
me.  The  deaths  in  that  part  of  Holliston  now  Ashland,  (referred  to  in  the  births 
above,)  were  returned  as  you  have  them.  None  returned  since  the  act  of  incor- 
poration from  this  section.  In  some  cases,  the  occupation  is  not  returned,  nor  is 
the  precise  age  stated.  Il  is  often  difficult  to  obtain  the  exact  age  in  months  and 
days.  From  a  record  kept  by  a  person  which  I  think  is  correct,  the  number  of 
deaths  in  Holliston,  during  the  registration  year,  was  27.  More  attention  would 
be  paid  to  the  law  if  it  were  better  known  to  the  proper  officers.  Many  of  the 
facta  required  are  of  importance,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  is  not  better 
iplied  with." 
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HopnifTON. — BirihB,  ^'This  return  u  believed  to  be  nearly  correct;  Hin- 
cludee  those  occurring  in  that  part  of  Hopkinton  now  become  a  part  of  Aahlandy 
up  to  the  passage  of  the  act  incorporating  that  town."— Jdizrruigw.  *^  Beliefed  to 
be  correct  with  two  exceptions,  and  those  owing  to  the  misapprehension  of  the 
clergyman  in  supposing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  town  clerk  to  obtain  the  hct».^ — 
Deaths,  ^  As  full  and  correct  as  the  returns  to  me  will  admit.  The  probable 
number  of  deaths  in  town,  the  last  year,  was  nearly  forty." 

LiNcoLir. — Births,  '*  These  arc  what  I  have  picked  up  myself;  the  school 
committee  still  refuse  to  make  any  return  to  me.  I  think  the  list  must  cootain 
nearly  all  the  births  in  town  during  the  year." — Deaths,  "  There  have  been  mae 
than  four  deaths  in  town  during  the  past  year,  but  some  of  them  have  been  in* 
terred  out  of  town,  and  no  record  of  them  made  by  our  sexton." 

Natick. — Births,  "  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  tlie  births  are  stated  with  a 
good  degree  of  accuracy." — Marriages,  '*  This  return  is  very  defective.  A  per- 
son  in  this  town,  who,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  has  solemnized  as  many  mai^ 
riages  as  all  others,  has  not  returned  one  instance  of  a  marriage  by  him  the  last 
year,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  one  afler  repeated  solicitations.  The 
Commonwealth  will  never  procure  correct  information,  in  my  humble  opinion,  in 
relation  to  marriages,  until  tliey  affix  a  heavy  penalty  on  clergymen  and  othen  for 
neglect  of  this  duty.  It  appears  to  me  of  the  greatest  consequence  that  all  WU' 
riages  should  be  recorded  somewhere,  that  they  may  be  accessible  to  all  penoos 
interested,  from  the  fact  that  much  trouble  has  existed  and  pecuniary  losses  been 
sustained,  since  the  operation  of  the  pension  laws,  by  the  imperfection  of  town 
records.  So  in  case  of  settlement  of  paupers ;  every  one  conversant  with  such 
matters  knows  the  unlimited  trouble  existing  for  the  want  of  a  record  of  mar- 
riages. If  the  Legislature  would  give  a  thought  to  this  subject,  the  public 
interest  would  be  promoted." — Deaths.  "  I  imagine  tliey  are  less  accurate,  bat 
they  are  all  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  of  the  sextons.  I  however  feel  confident 
that  a  few  more  have  happened  than  are  stated  in  the  return." 

Newtoii. — Births.  *'  You  will  perceive  that  I  send  you  a  record  of  one  birth 
only,  which  is  all  that  has  been  received,  out  of  probably  one  hundred.  I  hare 
inquired  of  the  school  committee  for  the  births,  but  they  have  done  nothing  about 
the  record  of  them ;  a  majority  of  them  are  preachers,  and  they  consider  it  too 
delicate  a  task  to  meddle  with.  I  tliink  if  it  were  made  the  duty  of  the  nnnosnnfi. 
it  could  and  would  be  done." — Marriages.  '*  I  find  preachers,  who,  yon  know,  do 
nearly  all  the  marrying,  very  strongly  object  to  the  numerous  questions  the  law 
requires  them  to  ask ;  and  I  don't  know  but  the  reason  why  so  few  records  of 
marriages  are  sent  in,  is  because  their  returns  would  so  far  fail  of  answering  the 
law,  that  they  do  not  like  to  have  their  failures  exhibited.  If  the  law  be  not  al- 
tered, I  mean  to  make  an  effort  to  send  you  a  more  full  return  next  year." — DeaUls, 
'*  The  deaths,  I  think,  are  full.  We  have  in  town  five  sextons ;  I  have  had  to 
write  to,  or  call  on  four  of  them,  to  obtain  tlieir  records.  Perhaps  the  clerk  bu 
received  one  fourth  or  one  fifth  of  the  marriages  in  town ;  the  reason  why  ws 
have  received  no  more  I  cannot  tell,  as  I  have  served  in  this  capacity  but  a  diort 
time." 

PspFsmxiJ.^— ^'  I  have  adopted  a  system  which  I  am  in  hopes  will  enable  ne  to 
obtain  a  more  accurate  return  the  coming  year,  of  births,  roarriagee  end  deetbiL" 
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TTiresBORouGH. — <*  On  making  out  my  retains  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths 
last  year,. I  thought  I  should  be  able  to  give  you  a  complete  and  full  return 
the  present  year,  and  promised  you  that  I  would  do  so.  I  have  taken  unwearied 
pains  to  obtain  the  names,  dates,  &c.,  contained  in  these  returns,  and,  by  dint  of 
running  and  racing  into  almost  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  town,  I  have  obtained 
the  particulars  returned ;  thus  much  I  have  done  in  order  to  keep  my  promise, 
made  one  year  ago.  There  has  not  been  a  single  instance  of  full  and  correct  re- 
turn to  me  during  the  past  year.  I  have  requested,  again  and  again,  individuals 
to  hand  in  their  returns  to  me,  without  effect ;  under  these  circumstances,  I  shall 
make  no  further  promises,  but  shall  hereafler  return  such  facts  as  are  returned 
to  me." 

Watertown. — Births  and  Deaths,  "  No  returns  of  births  from  the  school 
committee,  or  return  of  deaths  from  the  sexton,  in  the  town  of  Watertown,  have 
been  received  by  me  the  past  year,  up  to  June  30, 1846.  I  therefore  can  make 
no  return  to  you." 

West  Cambridge. — Deaths,  ''The  deficiency  in  the  return  is  beyond  the 
control  of  the  clerk.    Recorded  as  received." 

Westford. — Deaths,  "The  return  is  imperfect,  containing  but  about  one 
half  the  number.  Individuals,  when  requested,  neglect  to  make  the  necessary 
returns." 

WoBURN. — Births,  "  The  return  of  births,  from  the  town  of  Woburn,  for  the 
year  ending  April  30,  1846,  is,  in  most  respects,  perfect"  "  I  have  used  great 
exertions  to  ascertain,  and  make  record  of  all  births  happening  in  town ;  eight  or 
ten  out  of  this  number,  I  have  ascertained  by  personal  inquiry.  The  school  com- 
mittee employed  the  assessors  to  attend  to  their  duty  for  them ;  there  appears  to 
be  a  great  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  parents  to  give  in  the  birth  of  their  chil- 
dren. I  think  this  should  not  be ;  parents  should  be  interested  in  this  matter,  and 
see  to  it  that  every  birth  happening  in  their  families  is  duly  recorded,  or  give 
such  facts  as  may  be  required  to  those  who  are  legally  authorized  to  receive 
them,  or  all  our  endeavors  to  obtain  a  perfect  registration  will  be  of  no  avail." — 
Marriages,  "  The  return  of  marriages  from  the  town  of  Woburn  for  the  year 
ending  April  30,  1846,  is,  T  believe,  full  and  correct,  with  but  one  exception." 
••  You  may  be  assured  that  if  the  State  makes  liberal  provisions  for  carrying  out 
the  registration,  your  returns  will  be  correct ;  all  the  duties  of  town  clerks  will 
be  done,  and,  I  doubt  not,  faithfully  done;  and  only  then.  The  honor  of  the 
office,  in  a  town  like  Woburn,  does  not  pay  for  the  work  required  by  law.  Last 
year,  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  raising  the  price  of  certificates  to  one  dollar, 
and  this,  I  think,  would  be  the  better  way,  and  then  the  individual  married  would 
pay  all  the  expense ;  and  this  he  can  afibrd  to  do,  if  he  gets  a  decent  wife,  but  if 
not,  there  is  no  clerk  who  would  not,  out  of  pity,  remit  him  the  fee,  and,  perhaps, 
make  him  a  present  in  addition."  "I  do  hope  that  our  next  Legislature  will  be 
wise,  and  take  this  matter  into  consideration."  "Any  one  conversant  with  the 
old  records  of  most  towns,  can  see  the  necessity  of  the  present  registration  law ; 
there  should  be  a  perfect  uniformity  in  records  throughout  the  State ;  in  the  gene- 
alogy of  families,  heirship  to  property,  and  pauper  cases,  long  and  protracted  law- 
saits  often  occur,  which  might,  in  a  great  measure,  be  obviated,  had  our  present 
registration  laws  been  carried  into  operation  at  the  early  settlement  of  ^i!A 
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cooDtry.  The  whole  cost  of  the  preeent  registration  laws  throaghoat  the  Stite, 
(were  a  reasonable  price  paid,)  would  not  be  more  than  one  per  cent  on  five  him- 
dred  dollars ;  it  would  seem  but  reasonable,  that  this  small  pittance  shoold  be 
paid  for  an  object  of  so  much  importance." — /hatha.  "  The  return  of  deaths 
from  the  town  of  Woburn,  for  the  past  year,  is,  in  most  respects,  correct/* 
'*  Family  records  arc  a  great  assistance  in  ascertaining  many  of  the  fflu:tB  required 
by  law,  and  one  should  be  kept  in  every  family ;  the  time  and  trouble  of  keeping 
them  is  nothing,  in  comparison  with  the  benefits  derived  from  them ;  all  the  fact! 
could  be  readily  obtained,  which  are  necessary  to  make  the  town  records  perfect 
The  disease  or  cause  of  death  may  not,  in  all  cases,  be  recorded  correctly, 
although  most  of  them  are  as  they  were  returned  to  me."  "  In  some  instancest 
where  old  people  have  died,  I  have  been  obliged  to  consult  the  old  records  of  the 
town  to  ascertain  their  ages ;  this  makes  a  great  amount  of  work  for  which  we 
get  no  pay  ;  this  is  not  right"  *'  The  whole  matter  of  registration  should,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  be  lefl  with  town  clerks,  and  it  should  be  made  their  doty  to 
obtain  all  the  necessary  facts,  or  to  employ  some  one  to  do  so  for  them ;  this  is 
the  only  way  that  the  facts  can  all  of  them  be  obtained." 

No  Returns  from  Dracut  and  SomervilU ;  of  births  from  wAcUm ;  of  maniagei 
from  DututabU ;  and  of  births  and  deaths  from  fVateiioum. 

WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Auburn. — Mcariagea.    **  The  return  is  as  complete  as  I  could  well  obtain." 

Blackstone. — Births.  "  I  have  made  the  return  as  complete  as  I  was  able 
from  the  return  made  to  me,  which  return  was  made,  I  believe,  by  a  person  who 
was  very  diligent  in  obtaining  all  the  information  he  could  at  the  time.  Our  pop- 
ulation being  of  a  moving  character,  as  full  information  in  every  respect  as  wii 
desired  could  not  be  obtained." — Marriages.  '*  The  clergymen  who  have  made 
returns  have  been  very  punctual,  with  one  exception ;  that  one  said  to  me,  befora 
making  his  returns,  he  presumed  he  had  united  more  couples  in  marriage  than  all 
the  otlier  clergymen  in  town,  and  when  he  made  his  returns  he  returned  only  five^ 
saying  he  had  loaned  tlie  certificates  of  two  or  Uirce,  and  others  he  had  mislaid 
and  would  look  them  up ;  such  negligence  ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  I  suppooe 
that  clergymen  usually  receive  from  two  to  five  dollars  for  uniting  in  marriage^ 
whereas  the  town  clerk  receives  his  fifly  cents,  and  not  unfrequently  has  to  travel 
twelve  miles,  and  spend  half  a  day's  time  besides.  I  have  published  the  inteor 
tions  of  marriage  of  forty-five  couples  the  past  year,  and  believe  that  more  than 
thirty  have  been  married  in  town." — Deaths.  ^  There  not  being  any  regularly 
appointed  sextons  in  our  town,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  any  person  to  engagv 
in  collecting  and  making  a  return  of  the  deaths,  the  compensation  allowed  by  the 
law  being  much  less  than  it  should  be.  I  am  confident  there  have  more  deaths 
taken  place  the  past  year,  but  I  return  all  I  have  been  able  to  collect" 

Brookfield. — Deaths.  "  There  is  great  neglect  on  Uie  part  of  the  sexton^ 
and  one  refuses  to  make  any  return.  I  have  obtained,  I  believe,  all  the  deaths  ia 
town,  and  believe  them  to  be  correctly  returned." 

DuDLXT. — Births.  ^  I  wish  there  was  a  penalty  to  oblige,  or  a  compesntioe 
te  indace,  the  ■chool  committee^  or  aome  other  penon  or  penona  to  obtain 
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rectly  all  the  births  in  town.  Some  of  the  birtiui  were  taken  by  the  aasesBora,  but 
not  correctly.  Knowing  of  a  number  of  births  that  were  not  handed  in,  and 
wishing  to  have  my  registration  more  perfect,  I  made  a  circuit  over  the  town  and 
obtained  more  than  double  the  number  that  had  been  before  handed  to  me,  which 
I  think  is  correct" 

Gardner. — Births.    "  The  births  were  not  all  returned  this  year." 

HoLDEN. — Marriages.  '*  I  suppose  there  has  been  one  marriage  in  this  town 
by  a  clergyman  of  Royalston,  but  no  return  of  it  has  been  made." 

HuBBARDSTON. — "  Great  effort  has  been  used  on  the  part  of  the  town  clerk 
that  the  returns  should  be  correct  The  return  of  marriages  and  deaths  may  be 
regarded  as  substantially  so.  But  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  correct  information 
in  relation  to  births  is  apparent,  when  the  fact  is  made  known  that  no  one  takes 
any  interest  in  the  subject  but  the  town  clerk  alone.  He  has  visited  every  neigh- 
borhood in  town  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  information  for  that  return,  and 
presumes  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  tlie  births  arc  included." 

Lancaster. — Births.    "  No  returns  received  from  school  committee." 

Lunenburg. — ''I  have,  by  sending  written  circulars  and  the  printed  cer- 
tificates, been  enabled  to  obtain  pretty  full  and  accurate  returns.  I  wish  they 
were  perfect,  but  it  is  certainly  not  for  want  of  effort  on  my  part  that  they  are  not 
so." 

Mendon. — "  Mendon  contains  1200  inhabitants ;  much  care  has  been  taken  in 
making  out  the  returns,  which  renders  them  perfect  or  nearly  accurate." — 
Births.    '*  I  return  all  the  children  bom  during  the  year." 

North  Brookfield. — **  To  the  appointed  officers  much  credit  is  due  for  the 
pains  they  have  taken  in  ascertaining  the  particulars  so  necessary  to  carrying  out 
the  intention  of  the  registration  act  I  believe  the  reports  to  be  correct  in  all 
their  details,  except  the  places  of  birth  of  two  females  on  the  list  of  deaths, 
which  could  not  be  ascertained.  The  objects  and  results  contemplated  by  the 
registration  act  are  of  the  greatest  utility,  and  can  doubtless  be  effected,  if  the 
subordinate  officers  will  attend  to  their  duties  as  set  forth  in  the  act;  but  it  is  at- 
tended with  considerable  labor,  requires  much  time  and  patience,  and,  I  fear,  will 
not  generally  receive  due  attention  until  the  fees  are  increased,  as  they  are  now 
altogether  inadequate  to  the  service  required." 

NoRTHBORouoH. — '*  The  actual  number  of  births  in  this  town  is  probably  as 
many  again  as  are  recorded ;  I  return  all  that  have  been  reported  to  me  by  the 
school  committee,  and  regret  very  much  not  to  have  a  complete  return  as  I  had 
hoped." 

Princeton. — "  So  far  as  it  respects  the  number,  I  believe  each  list  to  be  per- 
fect The  sexton  and  school  committee  have  been  prompt  in  the  discharge  of 
their  respective  duties." 

Westborough. — "For  these  last  three  years,  I  have  been  laboring  to  have 
our  community  feel  the  importance  of  a  full  and  correct  registration ;  but  I  find 
it  cannot  be  done  by  persuasion  or  argument,  and  have  some  doubts  whether  the 
arm  of  the  law  would  fully  accomplish  it  Early  this  summer  I  engaged  one  of 
the  school  committee,  when  he  numbered  the  children,  to  gather  up  our  whole 
community,  that  a  complete  registration  should  once  be  made,  and  by  giving  him 
half  my  perquisite,  or  rather  my  fees,  I  have  added  more  than  two  hundred  mnMia 
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to  the  records,  and  some  parts  of  families  back  thirty  years ;  so  that  it  can  be 
truly  said,  that  Westborough,  for  1846,  has  a  full  and  complete  registration. 
You  are  aware  that  the  new  registration  book  receives  the  names  promiscuoiialy, 
and  not  by  families,  and  tliat  to  keep  the  family  records  together,  a  double  record 
must  be  made  in  every  instance.  My  returns  of  births  and  deaths  I  think  cor- 
rect ;  that  of  marriages  is  not  so ;  returns  are  not  made  by  clergymen  and  those 
authorized  to  solemnize  marriages  as  they  should  be.** 
No  Returns  from  Upton, 

HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Amherst. — ^^  The  returns  are  not  as  full  as  I  could  wish,  but  are  as  perfect  ai 
I  am  able  to  make  them.  It  is  nmch  to  be  regretted,  that  those  who  pretend  to 
furnish  tho  town  clerk  with  returns,  aro  not  more  particular.  One  fact  to  illus- 
trate :  After  the  returns  of  births  were  made  to  me,  I  made  some  little  effort  to 
ascertain  if  all  had  been  reported,  and  found  that  fourteen  cases  were  not  on  any 
of  the  returns ;  how  many  more  escape  the  school  committee  and  myself,  I  am 
not  able  to  say ;  but  from  the  manner  in  which  the  returns  have  been  made,  and 
the  attention  I  have  been  able  to  give  the  matter,  I  have  no  doubt  some  are  atill 
lefl  off;  and  out  of  the  fifly-one  deaths  returned,  only  eight  were  returned  by 
the  sextons." 

Belcbertown. — Births.  "The  school  committee  have  made  me  no  retuni ; 
what  I  have  returned  are  made  from  general  observation  and  inquiry.  I  hope  I 
shall  be  able  to  make  more  full  returns  the  present  year.** 

Easthampton. — Births.  '*  The  school  committee  have  returned  nine  births  to 
the  clerk,  one  of  which  took  place  at  Northampton.  By  inquiry,  I  have  made  the 
number  thirteen,  which  is  not  far  from  correct." — Marriages.  "  The  number  is  cor- 
rectly returned."— i>eafA5.  "  We  have  nu  sexton  to  assist  the  clerk  in  making  his 
return ;  neither  have  the  inhabitants  ever  given  themselves  the  least  trouble  in 
regard  to  furnishing  the  clerk  wiUi  the  necessary  information.  I  cannot  see  any 
propriety  in  making  the  clerk  subject  to  a  fine  of  ten  dollars  for  neglect  of  duty, 
and  allowing  other  officers  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  returns  to  the  clerk,  to  make 
them  or  not,  as  is  most  convenient  to  Uiem." 

Goshen. — Births.  "  I  feel  confident  that  this  return  is  correct,  as  the  chainnu 
of  the  school  committee  is  a  physician,  and  well  acquainted  with  all  the  familici 
in  town." — Marriages  and  Deaths.    "  These  returns  are  also  correct" 

PLAinriELD. — Births.  ^*  The  school  committee  of  this  town  have  never  made 
any  return  of  births  to  the  town  clerk,  for  the  reason,  as  they  say,  that  they  ban- 
not  afford  to  do  it  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  a  birth  ;  neitlier  have  they  engaged  toy 
one  to  do  it,  there  being  no  penalty  for  the  neglect  Finding  that  they  had  not, 
and  would  not  make  any  return  to  me,  I  have,  this  year,  taken  the  trouble  ton- 
certain  tho  number  of  births  for  the  year  past  myself,  and  think  I  herewith  retwi 
all,  or  nearly  all,  viz.,  twelve.  There  were  probably  as  many,  or  more  laitycUf 
or  nther  year  before  last,  although  I  made  return  of  only  tliree ;  no  more  hafiiy 
MOM  to  my  knowledge."— Z>ea<A«.  "  Sextons  have  made  no  return  of  deaths  to  wt* 
lomt  of  them  is  fhxn  our  minister  and  physician ;  the  aU^ 
of  ill  the  deaths,  that  is,  the  date,  and  name,  ^nd  age  of*' 
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deeeued^  not  noting  the  months  and  days,  however,  nor  the  place  of  hirth,  or 
name  of  parents,  &,c.  I  believe,  sir,  that  I  herewith  return  you  all  the  deaths  and 
mairiages  that  have  taken  place  in  this  town  the  year  past" 

Pkkscott. — Births.  '^The  return  contains  about  one  half  the  number  of 
children  born  in  this  town  the  past  year.  I  have,  by  personal  inquiry,  found  the 
names  and  ages  of  those  in  the  list,  the  school  committee  having  wholly  dis- 
regarded the  law  which  makes  it  their  duty  to  make  an  annual  return  to  the  town 
clerk." — Marriagts.  "  The  return  contains  probably  the  whole  number  that  have 
taken  place  the  past  year ;  it  is  not  so  full,  however,  as  I  should  have  been  pleased 
to  have  had  it ;  owing  to  remissness  in  the  clerks,  or  persons  solemnizing  the  mar- 
riages, in  regard  to  the  various  inquiries  to  be  made,  which,  I  think,  may  be  obviated 
by  procuring  the  blank  forms  of  publishments,  according  to  your  circular." — Dtaiha. 
'^  I  believe  I  return  the  whole  number  that  have  occurred  during  the  past  year. 
The  sextons  not  having  paid  any  attention  to  the  law  heretofore,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  make  a  very  accurate  return  to  some  of  the  inquiries  at  the  head  of  the 
columns.  I  have  reminded  the  several  sextons  of  their  duty,  and  hope  for  a 
better  state  of  things  hereafter,  in  regard  to  accuracy." 

South  Hadlet. — Marriages,  "  There  have  been  probably  two  or  three  mar- 
riages in  town  that  have  not  been  returned." — Dtaihs.  *^  The  return,  according 
to  my  belief,  is  correct" 

Ware. — Deaths,  "  Thero  was  no  return  made  to  me  by  those  whose  duty  it 
was  to  do  it,  consequently  I  have  none  to  make." 

Westhampton. — Births  nnd  Deaths,  "There  seems  to  be  difficulty  after  all 
in  obtaining  perfect  records  of  all  that  occur  in  the  towns.  By  the  only  compul- 
sory law  on  the  subject,  within  my  knowledge,  parents,  &c.,  are  allowed  six 
months  to  make  return  of  these  events  to  the  clerk,  and  even  this  laW  is,  and  ever 
has  been,  inoperative.  Then  wc  have  the  services  of  the  school  committee 
brought  into  requisition,  and  suppose  they  perform  the  duty  prescribed,  they  find 
that  births  have  occurred  during  the  year,  and  the  parents  have  removed  from  the 
town,  in  some  instances;  in  others,  they  have,  *  according  to  law,'  from  one  to  six 
months  in  which  to  make  their  own  returns,  without  troubling  the  school  com- 
mittee with  the  business.  Again,  suppose  the  school  committee  decline  the  honor 
of  traversing  the  length  and  breadth  of  a  town  to  obtain  the  record  of  some  ten 
or  fifteen  births,  at  five  cents  each ;  how,  then,  shall  a  perfect  record  be  made  up  ? 

In  tliis  town,  we  have  no  sexton  or  superintendent  of  burial  grounds,  and  in 
scarcely  a  single  instance,  has  any  due  or  formal  notice  of  either  birth  or  deal 
been  given  to  me.     I  have,  however,  succeeded  in  making  out  perfect  rec< 
to  the  numbers  and  dates,  and  deficient  only  in  a  very  few  points  of 

portance." 

WiLUAMSBVRG.^Marnasres,    "My  return  is  incomplete;   sixteen  j 
have  been  published  in  this  town,  within  the  time  embraced  in  thii 
much  more  difficult  to  obtain  a  return  from  those  solemnizing  mat 
oiliers  required ;  and,  in  fact,  I  believe  they  never  make  thera  hei 
to  do  so.    I  think  the  use  of  the  blanks  named  in  your  cii 

service." 
No  Returns  from  Chesterfield;  and, of  daete, 
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HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 

Blaitdford. — Marriages,  "  All  which  have  been  returned  to  me  by  officiating 
clergymen ;  probably  not  all  which  have  occurred  in  the  place  during  the  past 
year." — Deaths.  "All  which  have  been  returned  to  me;  probably,  nearly  all 
which  have  occurred." 

Brimfield. — Marriages.  "  T  believe  this  return  correct  as  to  the  number  and 
other  particulars ;  in  many  cases,  the  parties  refused  to  answer  the  questions ;  in 
others,  the  certificates  were  sent  for  by  other  persons,  who  could  not  answer  for 
them.  I  know  of  no  way  to  get  a  full  return,  so  long  as  the  certificate  can  be  ob- 
tained with  the  questions  unanswered." — Deaths.  "  This  return  I  believe  to  be 
accurate,  as  far  as  we  had  the  means  of  ascertaining ;  the  returns  were  made  by 
the  sexton." 

Chester. — Marriages.  "  As  perfect  a  return  as  I  am  able  to  make." — Deaths. 
"  All  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  probably  perfect." 

Springfield. — "  I  can  only  say  the  same  that  I  did  last  year,  viz. :  That  the 
returns  of  births  and  deaths  I  believe  to  be  correct ;  but  that  of  marriages  is  not 
I  make  record,  and  return  to  you  all,  just  as  they  are  returned  to  me ;  should  be 
glad  to  make  full  and  correct  returns,  but  cannot,  for  those  whose  duty  it  is  to 
make  returns  to  me  fail  to  do  it" 

Tolland. — Births.  "  The  school  committee  have  neglected  to  make  returns 
to  me,  and,  in  consequence,  I  am  not  able  to  give  you  correct  returns,  or  at  least 
no  further  than  what  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  myself.  We  will  endeavor, 
the  present  season,  to  give  you  correct  returns." 

Wales. — "  It  seems  to  me  to  be  very  necessary  that  there  should  be  some  pen- 
alty attached  to  the  non-performance  of  the  duties  required  by  the  law,  or  a 
sufficient  remuneration,  so  as  to  secure  a  full  and  correct  return." 

West  Springfield. — Births.  "Not  a  single  one  has  been  returned  to  me  by 
the  school  committee." — Marriages.  "  All  that  have  been  returned  to  this  office. 
Two  only  of  the  ten  ministers  have  made  returns." 

No  Returns  from  Russell;  and  of  dcatlis  from  Palmer. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

AsuFiELD. — Births  and  Marriages.  "  The  returns  comprise  all  that  have  come 
to  my  knowledge,  but  I  suppose  they  are  not  all  which  have  occurred.  The 
school  committee  and  clergymen  have  not  attended  very  punctually  to  their  doty 
in  tliis  respect." — Deaths.  "  I  think  these  arc  all  which  have  occurred  in  this 
town  for  the  time  stated." 

Bernardston. — Births.  "The  return,  prepared  by  E.  W.  Carpenter  most 
faithfully  J  is  as  correct,  T  believe,  as  it  is  practicable  to  make  such  a  one." — Jlfitr- 
riages,  '*  The  return  is,  I  believe,  a  perfect  list  of  the  marriages  in  this  town 
during  the  past  year.  We  are  on  the  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and 
every  year  some  go  there,  where  the  laws  and  practices  are  more  lax,  to  be 
*  united  with  the  silken  cords  of  hymen.'  I  have  knowledge  of  but  one  such 
case  this  year,  though  probably  othen  have  occarred.  Oar  clergymen  are  all  to 
be  commended  for  their  efforts  to  obey  and  carry  oat  the  provisions  of  the 
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try  law,  aod  it  is  now  done  with  comparative  ease,  since  your  new  form  of  pab- 
lishment  certificates  have  been  used ;  I  find  them  very  useful,  and  well  adapted  to 
the  objects  for  which  they  were  designed." — Deaths.  '*  I  believe  the  return  to  be 
accurate."  "  But  it  is  an  onerous  duty  on  town  clerks ;  they  oaght,  in  justice,  to 
have  eight  to  ten  cents  for  each  birth,  marriage  and  death  returned  by  them,  the 
same  to  be  paid  by  tlieir  respective  towns.  Let  that  be  the  law,  and  your  returns 
will  be  made  nearly  perfect" 

BucKLAifo. — "  A  very  meagre  return ;  from  such  data  as  I  have  been  furnished 
with." 

Charlemoivt. — Marriagts.  **  As  complete  as  it  could  well  be  made  under  the 
existing  circumstances." — Deaths,  ''The  duty  of  collecting  as  well  as  recording 
the  deaths,  &c,  devolves  upon  the  clerk,  as  there  is  no  regular  or  appointed  sex- 
ton.   The  return  is  as  complete  as  could  conveniently  be  made." 

CoLBRAiifE. — Deaths.  "  The  return  is  as  correct  as  it  could  be  made  from  the 
information  received  by  the  sextons." 

EaviNG. — Marriages.  "  All  that  have  been  returned,  and,  I  think,  all  that  have 
taken  place  for  the  last  year." — Deaths.  "  None  have  been  reported  to  the  sex- 
tons for  the  past  year ;  upon  inquiry,  I  have  ascertained  the  particulars  of  three, 
which  I  return,  and  believe  to  be  all  which  have  occurred." 

GaKxiiriELD. — Births  and  Deaths.  "  No  return  of  births  has  been  made  to 
me,  and  I  believe  no  account  has  been  taken.  The  same  of  the  deaths.  The 
nnmber  of  deaths  from  my  memoranda,  which  is  nearly,  if  not  quite  correct,  is 
21,  in  a  population  of  from  1900  to  2000." — Marriages.  ^  The  actual  number 
of  persons  married,  of  whom  one  party  or  the  other  resided  in  this  town,  according 
to  a  memorandum  kept  by  me,  was  twenty-five,  including  the  above  returns. 
Those  not  returned  (eleven)  were  married  in  some  of  the  neighboring  towns  in 
Vermont,  (in  Vernon,  the  Gretna  Green  of  this  section  of  country,  Brattlebor- 
ough,  Halifax,  or  Guilford)  to  either  of  which  places  a  two-and-a-half  hours'  ride 
from  here  will  carry  them,  and  where  they  can  put  on  the  fetters  without  the 
ceremony  or  delay  of  being  published,  as  our  laws  require.  Scarce  a  week 
passes,  but  wedding  parties  of  six  to  ten  couple,  friends  of  the  bride  and  groom, 
from  this  or  towns  below  in  Hampshire  County,  are  to  be  seen  hurrying  on  to 
some  one  of  the  above  named  towns,  resembling,  or  rather  bringing  to  mind,  little 
flocks  of  birds  flitting  about  just  previous  to  migration." 

Heath. — Marriages  and  Deaths.  "  There  have  been  no  returns  the  past  sea- 
son. I  lefl  it  to  the  sextons  to  return  the  deaths  to  me ;  consequently  T  have  none 
on  record." 

Lbtoen. — Births  and  Deaths.  *'  The  returns  are  correct  In  order  to  procure 
them,  I  have  personally  been  throughout  the  tow'n,  as  there  has  not  been  a  single 
return  to  this  ofilce  during  the  year." — Marriages.  "  Correct,  embracing  every 
marriage  solemnized  in  town." 

MoifTAOUE. — Marriages.  "None  returned  to  me." — Deaths.  "I  am  sorry 
that  the  return  is  not  more  perfect ;  I  had  intended  that  it  should  have  been,  but 
the  man  who  engaged  to  get  the  facts,  omitted  to  make  a  return  up  to  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  May,  and  it  could  not  then  well  be  corrected ;  but  I  am  still  of  opinion, 
that  we  shall  approximate  nearer  to  the  truth  the  next  time.  I  see  no  reason  why 
al]  the  facts,  that  is,  the  material  ones,  may  not,  with  ease,  be  obtained  under  the 
present  law,  as  well  as  under  any  other." 
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Sbelburhe. — Marriagta.  "  I  have,  the  past  year,  used  the  blank  certificates 
of  publishment  you  sent  me,  and  find  it  makes  a  wonderful  difference  in  the 
punctuality  of  our  clergymen  and  magistrates  in  making  their  returns  for  record. 
I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  these  blank  certificates,  and  think  the  returns  to  your 
office  this  year  will  be  much  more  full  than  heretofore,  and  mainly  in  consequence 
of  them.  Clergymen,  and  others,  have  a  great  rehictancc  to  make  the  necessary 
inquiries  of  the  parties  at  the  time  of  solemnizing  the  nuptials,  to  fill  out  the  cer- 
tificate properly,  but  if  they  can  have  it  done  at  hand,  they  are  generally  very 
punctual  in  making  their  returns  to  the  town  clerks.  This  return,  I  believe,  is 
perfect,  as  the  law  contemplates,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  not  giving  the 
occupation  of  some  of  the  brides.** 

No  Returns  from  Comoay,  Norihfitldy  and  RoxDt ;  of  births  and  deaths  from 
Gnen field;  of  marriages  and  deaths  from  Heath,  and  of  marriages  from  Montc^iu, 

BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Alforo. — Marriages,  **  I  do  not  recollect  of  but  one  having  occurred  the  ptit 
year,  and  of  that  I  am  not  able  to  give  the  particulars,  as  tlie  person  that  sol- 
emnized it  has  not  made  me  any  return.'* — Deaths,  **  This  return  may  not  be 
complete,  as  the  town  has  neglected  to  make  choice  of  any  person  whose  duQr 
it  would  be  to  give  this  information.    I  have  myself  gathered  those  returned." 

Becket. — Deaths.  "  No  attention  is  paid  by  the  sexton,  or  any  other  person, 
to  making  returns  of  those  occurring  in  tlie  town ;  I  therefore  am  obliged  to  ob- 
tain information  the  best  way  I  can.  The  return  sent,  I  obtained  from  the  Church 
records,  kept  by  the  Rev.  L.  Hyde,  so  far  as  names  and  ages  of  the  deceased,  and 
dates  of  dcatli  appear;  the  other  items  arc  derived  from  other  sources,  and  are  far 
from  rendering  it  complete." 

Cheshire. — Births  and  Deaths.    "  No  return  made." 

Dalton. — "  I  have  called  on  the  pastor  and  physician  for  a  list  of  deaths  io 
this  town,  from  May  Ist,  1845,  to  May  Ist,  184(),  and  they  have  not,  as  yet,  re- 
turned any.  There  having  been  none  returned  from  the  town  clerk  of  that  year, 
or  from  any  other  source,  1  have  concluded  to  forward  the  returns  of  marriages 
and  birtlis  as  tliey  have  been  received." 

Lee. — Marriages,  "  It  is  very  difiicult,  as  yet,  to  come  at  the  ages  of  the  par- 
ties, for  the  ministers  either  do  not  understand  tlieir  duty,  or  tlicy  are  too  diffident 
to  '  pop  the  question' ;  if,  however,  the  secretary  will  send  me  a  quantity  of  blank 
forms  of  town  clerks'  certificates  and  clergymen's  returns,  I  will  try  to  remedy 
that  business  of  ages  when  they  enter  their  intentions." — Deaths,  "  In  procaring 
the  matter  to  make  a  record  of  the  deaths  in  a  country  town,  with  the  statistics 
required  by  law  and  courtesy,  I  find  that  I,  as  town  clerk,  have  it  all  to  do ;  at 
least  the  greatest  burden  comes  on  me.  I  am  of  opinion,  with  many  others,  in 
this  respect,  that  if  the  several  town  clerks  were  appointed  to  gather  all  the  facts 
necessary  to  carry  tlie  law  into  execution,  and  to  be  paid  a  fair  compensation  for 
the  same,  it  would  be  done  with  the  least  trouble  and  the  most  accuracy." 

New  AsHroRD. — Deaths.    ^  All  that  have  occurred  the  past  registration  ynr  " 

New  Marlboeough. — Marriages.    <*  Probably  not  alL" 
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WiLUAMSTOWif.— ^tre^.  «<  Not  a  fiill  list  The  foliool  eommittee  did  little 
or  nothing  till  the  last  moment,  and,  when  prompted  by  me,  the  enumeration  was 
then  made  so  hastily,  that  omissions  were  very  certainly  made.  I  am  infixmed  that 
one  district  has  not  been  visited  at  alL  Probably  there  may  be  from  five  to  twelve 
omitted  there.  I  regret  to  say,  that,  for  purposes  of  statistical  accuracy,  our  re- 
turns are  not  such  as  the  Legislature  doubtless  intended.** — ManriagtB,  ^  You 
are  aware  of  the  custom,  so  prevalent  on  the  borders,  of  marrying  in  other  States, 
and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  more  than  allude  to  it ;  I  aui  not  certain  whether  all 
have  been  returned." — Deaths.  *^  No  returns  whatever  have  been  made  to  me  by 
the  sextons  during  the  past  year.  Those  returned  were  procured  by  examining 
the  books  of  an  undertaker,  who  has  made  most  of  the  coffins  in  this  part  of  the 
town ;  of  course,  he  only  knows  to  whom  the  coffins  were  charged,  and  the  other 
hcta  were  such  as  his  recollection  (which,  by  the  way,  is  nearly  infallible,)  could 
testify  as  within  his  knowledge.  It  will  be  observed,  that  the  number  of  deaths 
stated  at  the  head  of  this  return  is  greater  than  are  recorded ;  this  arose  from  the 
&ct  of  coffins  having  been  ordered  for  persons  of  whom  he  knew  nothing,  except 
that  they  were  residents  of  the  town." 

Windsor. — Marriages.  '*  Quite  a  number  have  been  married  in  neighboring 
towns,  and  out  of  the  State,  probably  as  many  as  I  return." — Deaths.  **  Made  out 
from  information  derived  from  our  minister,  the  sextons  having  made  no  returns." 

No  Returns  from  Great  Barringtonj  Otis,  Sandisfiddy  and  T^ngham ;  of  mar- 
riages from  Hancocky  Lanesboroughj  and  Mw  Jishford^  and  of  deaths  from  DalUm. 

NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

BsLLiNGHAM. — ''The  returns  are  not  so  complete  as  I  should  have  liked  to  ftnv 
nish. — Births.  The  school  committee  have  made  no  returns.  I  send  yoQ  all 
that  have  been  registered  the  past  year,  the  same  as  they  stand  on  the  registiy. — 
Marriages.  The  return,  I  believe,  is  perfect,  and  I  believe  it  contains  all  that  have 
occurred  in  town  the  past  year. — Deaths.  I  send  them  as  they  stand  on  the  reg- 
istry, although  the  number  is  small,  probably  not  one  half  that  have  happened ;  the 
sextons  have  made  no  returns  the  past  year ;  I  have  supplied  them  with  blanks, 
and  think  in  future  they  will  be  returned." 

Braintree. — Deaths.  '*  I  have  made  no  returns  of  deaths.  I  have  received 
returns  but  from  one  sexton, — two  deaths  in  his  part  of  the  town.  I  have  taken 
pains  to  get  returns  from  the  others,  but  have  been  unable.  I  furnished  them  all 
with  blanks  early  in  the  spring,  hoping  that  I  should  have  a  correct  return." 

Broorline. — Births,  **  The  return  is  supposed  to  be  pretty  accurate.  I  have 
given  the  subject  my  personal  attention,  and  have  been  to  every  house  in  the 
town,  and,  in  most  cases,  have  got  the  necessary  information.  The  school  com- 
mittee are  not  willing  to  recognise  this  as  among  their  duties,  and  unless  it  is 
done  by  some  one  feeling  more  interest  in  the  matter  than  they  do,  it  will  remain 
undone.  I  hope  the  next  Legislature  will  so  amend  the  laws,  in  relation  to  re- 
turns, that  the  object  may  be  more  effisctnally  accomplished ;  that  it  shait  be  the  duty 
of  some  officer  or  officers  to  make  full  and  correct  returns  under  a  heavy  penalty.* 

Mbdwat. — Deaths.  '*  The  retnm  contains  but  a  portion  of  those  which  have 
occorred,  but  are  all  that  have  been  reported." 
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NmmDBjji.^^Marnagt8,  ^  From  twelve  to  fifleen  published  yearly ;  of  coime, 
a  part  are  married  elsewhere.** 

RozBUET. — "  I  have  made  as  perfect  returns  as  I  could ;  the  next  year  I  hofe 
they  may  be  more  correct"  [Returns  not  received  in  time  to  be  included  in  the 
tablet.] 

No  RxTu&NB  of  deaths  from  Braintree  and  Boj^wry. 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

Attlxborouoh. — <*  The  returns  are  very  imperfect,  but  as  perfect  as 
the  materials  that  I  have  to  make  them  with  will  admit  The  returns  of  the 
births  are  more  correct  than  the  deaths ;  the  physicians  of  the  adjoining  towns 
and  from  Rhode  Island  practice  here,  which  makes  it  difficult  to  get  the  returns. 
You  wi]]  see  by  the  date  of  the  registration  that  the  returns  were  not  made  to  me 
until  the  26th  instant,  which  gove  me  no  time  to  make  personal  inquiries  of 
parents,  which  I  would  have  done  had  they  been  made  to  me  in  due  time. 
The  returns  of  marriages  are  also  imperfect ;  thirty-one  couples  have  been  pub- 
lished in  this  town,  from  May  1, 1845,  to  May  1, 1846.  I  have  found  some  diffi- 
culty in  using  your  certificates,  as  many  send  their  intentions  of  marriage  to  the 
town  clerk  by  mail,  or  some  other  way,  and  some  do  not  like  to  answer  so  many 
questions.  The  return  of  deaths  that  have  been  returned  by  the  sextons  is  gen- 
erally correct,  but  there  are  some  cemeteries  to  which  there  are  no  sextons,  and 
many  of  the  deaths  I  have  obtained  from  the  physicians,  but  in  many  cases  there 
is  a  deficiency  of  age,  birth,  or  parentage.  I  think  if  the  whole  duty  of  collecting 
births  and  deaths  were  laid  on  the  physicians,  and  they  were  liberally  paid,  we 
should  have  a  much  more  regular  registration.  I  think  the  fees  allowed  for  pub- 
lishing and  recording  the  facts  relating  to  marriages  are  altogether  too  low.  I 
think  if  the  town  clerks  were  to  consult  their  pecuniary  interest  and  not  the  good 
of  posterity,  you  would  generally  find  a  ten  dollar  bill  to  contain  the  most  of  the 
return.  Those  who  have  this  work  to  do,  should  be  entitled  to  as  good  pay  as  the 
legislators,  for  I  think  their  labor  must  be  much  more  perplexing.** 

Berxlxt. — Deaths.  "  There  being  no  regular  sextons  in  most  of  the  smaD 
towns,  and  therefore  no  individuals  who  are  required  by  law  to  make  returns  to 
the  town  clerk,  the  returns  must  be  very  imperfect,  unless  the  clerks  are  at  much 
trouble  in  obtaining  the  information ;  whereas,  if  the  school  committee  were  re- 
quired to  return  deaths,  as  well  as  births,  it  would  make  the  returns  more  perfect, 
and  their  duty  but  little  increased,  as  they  could,  while  visiting  every  part  of  the 
town  to  get  the  births,  at  the  same  time  collect  the  number  of  deaths.** 

N«w  Bedford. — "  The  returns  ore,  as  usual,  undoubtedly  imperfect  It  has, 
however,  been  my  constant  aim  to  reach  the  nearest  possible  approximation  to 
the  truth,  and  more  than  this,  I  presume,  will  not  be  expected." — Birihs.  "  The 
number  of  births,  as  given  in  the  returns,  is  477,  which,  it  is  believed,  is  very 
near  the  actual  number.  These  have  been  obtained  by  an  individual  specially 
employed  for  the  purpose,  who  traversed  the  entire  extent  of  the  town." — Mar- 
riagti*  ''The  number  of  marriages  is  151.  This  shows  an  increase  upon  the 
liHt  year  ofaboat  33  per  cent;  still  it  is  presumed  that  the  actual  number  hai 
not  been  reached.  Much  more  attention,  however,  has  been  given  to  this  law  by 
deigymen  and  othen,  during  the  past  year,  than  formerly.    The  whole  number 
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who  have  entered  at  this  office  their  intentions  of  marriage  ie  918  coaplea. 
Now  aasaming,  as  heretofore,  that  one  tenth  part  of  these  are  never  married, 
(which,  from  careful  observation,  I  believe  to  be  the  fact,)  and  the  actnal  namber 
of  marriages  which  has  occurred  during  the  year  is  196." — DeaUu.  ^  The  num- 
ber of  deaths  returned  is  249,  showing  an  increase  from  last  year  of  46  per  cent ; 
still  the  number  should  have  been  much  greater.  Much  complaint  is  made  by  the 
sextons  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  compensation  allowed,  compared  with  the  lahor 
required,  some  of  whom  have  given  me  to  understand  that,  for  the  future,  they 
should  pay  no  further  regard  to  the  law.  Their  compensation  is  certainly  too 
small,  and  should,  I  think,  be  at  least  doubled." 

Norton. — Deaths.  ^*  There  have  been  no  retupis  made  to  me  the  past  year ; 
the  four  cases  which  I  have  returned  I  have  procured  from  my  own  knowledge,  or 
by  inquiry." 

Ratnham . — Births,  "  All  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge ;  the  school  com- 
mittee not  making  any  return  to  me." — Deaths.  "  All  that  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertain ;  there  are  many  family  burial-grounds  in  town,  which  are  not  under  the 
care  of  any  sexton,  and  several  physicians  practice  here  from  other  towns  that  do 
not  give  the  required  information.  I  should  think  the  number  returned  not  cor^ 
recL" 

SwAifZET. — Marriages.  *'  There  were  undoubtedly  more  in  town  than  I  re- 
turn, but  this  is  all  the  return  made  to  me ;  one  minister,  who,  1  suppose,  married 
some,  has  recently  moved  out  of  town  without  making  any  returns." — DeaUls. 
**  I  presume  there  were  more  in  town  the  past  year  than  have  been  recorded,  but 
as  we  have  no  sexton,  nor  has  any  one  made  any  returns,  I  have  had  to  collect 
them  from  such  private  sources  as  I  could  avail  myself  of.  The  return  is  very 
imperfect  The  old  record  of  births  has  been  of  use  in  ascertaining  the  age  of 
many." 

No  Returns  from  Seehonk ;  of  births  from  Fairhaven ;  of  deaths  from  Dart- 
mouth. 

PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

Bridobwater. — Deaths.  "  The  return  is  very  imperfect,  because  there  is  but 
one  sexton  in  town  who  has  done  any  part  of  his  duty." 

DuxBURT. — Births  and  Deaths.  "  No  returns  have  been  made  to  me  the  past 
or  present  year." 

East  Bridoe water. — Deaths.  '*  The  return,  though  not  complete,  is  as 
nearly  so  as  I  could  make  it" 

Halifax. — Deaths.  **The  return,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  not  complete,  owing  to 
people's  negligence  in  making  returns ;  the  whole  number^  complete ;  I  keep 
the  account  myself,  but  the  ages  of  the  whole  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure." 

Marshfixld. — Births.  **  All  which  have  taken  place,  as  I  have  been  through 
the  town  and  made  inquiry  under  the  direction  of  the  school  committee." — Jlfiir- 
riages.    "  I  believe  the  return  full  and  perfect" 

Pembroke. — Marriages.  "You  will  see  that  the  return  of  marriages  is  small, 
compared  with  last  year." — Deaths.  "  The  return  that  I  send  for  the  year  past,  1 
have  gathered  myself  from  inquiry,  not  baling  had  a  single  death  returned  to 
me." 
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PiiTM OUTH. — ^^  The  letiimB  are  more  complete  than  I  have,  in  any  preceding 
year,  been  able  to  make  them,  having  used  the  blank  forms,  as  requested,  a  year 
ago." 

Pltmpton. — Marriages.  **  During  the  year  past,  I  have  given,  in  the  publish- 
ments of  intenticms  of  marriage,  the  particulars  required  in  the  return,  and  the 
persons  who  solenmized  the  marriages  certified  the  marriages  on  the  certifies tMi 
and  returned  them  to  me ;  also,  in  the  record  of  these  publishments  in  the  town 
records,  I  stated  those  particulars.  I  made  inquiries  of  the  persons  who  applied 
lor  publishments,  relating  to  those  particulars,  and  if  the  inquiries  were  not  fiilly 
answered,  I  had  resort  to  other  sources  of  information.  I  find  that  persons  begin 
to  expect  that  such  inquiries  will  be  made,  and,  probably,  in  time  to  come,  will  be 
better  prepared  to  answer  them.  It  appears,  from  the  statistical  tables  which  I 
have  kept  in  the  town  records,  that,  during  34  years,  between  January  1, 
1812,  and  December  31, 1845,  the  whole  number  of  publishments  of  intentions 
of  marriage  in  Plympton,  was  317,  and  that  168  of  the  couples  published  resided 
in  Plympton  after  their  marriage.  Also  that,  of  the  634  persons  published,  249 
single  males  married  single  females,  20  widowers  married  widows,  39  widowen 
married  single  females,  and  9  single  males  married  widows.  In  said  34  yean, 
there  were  but  4  couples  published  who  were  not  married,  but  they  are  not 
reckoned  in  the  above  numbers." — Deaths,  "  There  is  no  regular  or  stated  sex- 
ton; a  person  is  yearly  chosen  by  the  town,  to  toll  the  meeting-house  bell  for 
deaths  and  funerals,  but  for  nothing  more.  The  relatives  of  persons  select  some 
person  to  officiate  as  sexton  at  funerals." 

RsTUiufs  of  91  births,  31  marriages,  and  40  deaths  were  received  from 
MingUniy  too  late  to  be  included  in  any  of  the  tables. 

No  RxTDRNS  from  MtddUborough ;  of  births  and  deaths  from  Dtubunf ;  of 
marriages  from  Rochester,  of  deaths  from  Carver. 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Barnstable. — "  That  the  returns  are  quite  incomplete,  I  am  well  aware ;  bat 
they  are  as  full  as  I  can  make  them  under  the  circumstances." 

EIastham. — Births.  "As  the  school  committee  have  made  no  return,  it  is 
probable  that  there  are  a  number  that  have  not  come  to  my  knowledge." 

PnoviNCETOwfi. — Marriages.  "  The  clergymen  forget  or  neglect  to  make  the 
proper  inquiries." 

WxLLFLEXT. — Deolhs,  "  There  is  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  correct  list, 
from  negligence  in  sextons,  in  ascertaining  the  knowledge  required  by  law." 

Yaemouth. — Deaths,  "  The  account  was  obtained  by  the  school  committee 
at  the  same  time  as  the  births,  as  there  appears  to  be  no  particular  one  who  has 
charge  of  the  burial  grounds," 

No  RxTUBirs  from  Dennis  and  TVuro. 

CX)UNTY  OP  DUKES  COUNTY. 

EnoAmTowv. — Marriages  and  Deaths.  "  The  returns  of  marriages  and  deaths 
are  not  so  AiII  tm  I  coald  have  wisheS ;  mmisterB  are  negligent  in  ascertaialDg  the 
agef  of  the  ptitiee  united  by  them  in  marriage,  and  have  kid  the  harden  am 
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me.  It  ifl  frequentiy  the  case,  that  the  gentleman  about  to  be  married,  sends  me 
a  note  through  a  child,  requesting  to  be  published ;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  four* 
teen  days,  or  more,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  takes  the  same  method  of  getting  his 
certificate ;  by  which  means  I  have  been  unable  to  get  the  ages  of  several  couples. 
In  regard  to  the  deaths,  I  will  only  say,  that  the  sexton  has  not,  during  the  past 
year,  made  return  to  me  of  a  single  death ;  having  left  the  collection  of  every 
item  to  myself.  You  will,  therefore,  receive  the  returns  as  they  are,  with  aU  their 
imperfections,  together  with  my  wishes  that  they  could  have  been  more  complete." 
TisBURT. — **  The  clerk's  office  is  held  alternately  in  the  east  and  west  parishes 
of  this  town ;  consequently  the  book  and  records  are  not  so  correctly  kept,  as  if 
the  office  was  filled  by  one  man." 

NANTUCKET  COUNTY. 

NAirrucKET. — Deaths.  **  The  return  is  not  so  complete  as  I  could  have  de* 
sired ;  our  sextons  do  not  make  their  certificates  full ;  and,  in  very  many  cases, 
my  information  is  derived  from  my  own  inquiry  of  the  friends  of  tlie  deceased ) 
and  it  often  happens  that  foreigners  die  among  us,  of  whom  little  information  can 
be  obtained,  beyond  the  name." 


Table  L     1.  Abstract  of  the  Rstvbns  of  Births, 
tn  the  several  Counties,  for  each  month  of  the  year  ending  April  30, 1846. 
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40 

75 

32 

28 

13i  4 

596 

Not  atated. 

] 

3!  .  1  .  1    21  . 

1 

6 

ll   ■ 

14 

August,     . 

Male,.      . 

95|  118 

98  30;  32 

281  38 

56 

89 

30 

'43 

8:  2 

667 

Female,    . 

92  111 

99!  27 

32 

19,  42 

67 

C7 

34 

38 

lOj  3 

641 

Not  Htaled, 

^i  ■ 

7 

1 

■      I 

14 

September, 

Male,  .      . 

1231  130 

uolaa 

37 

2e:  32 

52 

75 

35 

34 

14   3 

695 

Female,    . 

1231  123 

91    25 

31 

22,  26 

54 

78 

35 

32 

5    . 

645 

Not  stated. 

1      ■ 

5  1 

.  1 . 

1 

7 

1 

16 

October,    . 

Male,.      . 

124    135 

lOSi  33'  .38 

21;  34 

66 

73 

38!  31 

6  i 

703 

Female,    . 

1131  133 

941  3I|  32 

18!  32 

34 

Oil 

35!  29 

8i  2 

630 

Not  stated. 

.  1      1 

41     1    . 

ll   . 

5,  . 

13 

November, 

Male,.      . 

111  lie 

10712]    45 

261  24 

56 

69 

49I  31 

it 

2 

670 

Female,    . 

89.  127 

8fi|  21   28:'  21|  30 

40 

72 

37;  21 

15 

587 

Not  staled. 

3'     . 

a  .     ... 

2    . 

i 

8 

December, 

Male,  .      . 

1071  133 

91'  36  34!  24'  24 

64 

68 

37  22 

•J 

3 

6S3 

Female,    . 

95,  110 

100  27 

401  17;  30 

49 

90 

39  26 

13 

637 

Not  slated. 

1 

3 

2   . 

S[  . 

I 

6!  . 

1 

16 

Januuy,     . 

Male.  .      . 

107 

J3b 

112  31 

34 

131  38 

5S< 

89 

361  28 

'3'  4 

690 

Female,    . 

104 

157 

97,  27 

45 

24 

40 

54 

75 

41,  21 

2  a 

689 

Not  stated, 

4 

8,  . 

1 

10     1 

25 

February,  . 

Male, .     . 

106 

126 

114  20 

30 

27 

56 

75 

51    17 

io  2 

657 

Female,    . 

104 

111 

91,  26 

32 

21 

40 

64 

37   15 

8  3 

618 

Not  Btated, 

a 

3 

ll     1 

1 

ll  111    21  .  1  . 

23 

Much,      . 

Male,.      . 

114 

143 

12G   37 

39 

25 

43 

6:) 

102:  42  27    10,  2 

773 

Female,    . 

97 

161 

92:  34 

45 

18 

53 

5! 

72  43  24,  11!  3 

711 

Not  stated. 

10 

3 

4    . 

1 

1      7|     2'   .   1   . 

April,  .     . 

Male,  .      . 

107 

133 

131  29 

40',  2! 

35 

45 

84  49  26-  11!  5 

724 

Female,    , 

1081  131 

ml  25 

34   24 

42 

6*. 

92  39   14|  10,  7 

693 

Not  slated, 

B       2 

8.     ] 

1 

A 

1     8|     ]|  .  1  . 

34 

Total,  .     . 

Male,  .      . 

1297' I4B 

13023X5 

419  27538=1 

Gi'O 

9104573461073! 

8033 

Female,    .in&)l4Uil 

1113312 

403 

2411422 

570 

882!429'9i'01l4a3 

7491 

Not  stated, 

39 

19 

44   10 

7 

1 

11 

I 

72'  10: 

3 

aaa 

MoDth  Dot 

Male,  .      . 

a 

H 

7|  . 

37 

' 

3 

■■ 

3;     ll  . 

64 

■tated,      . 

Femile,    . 

4 

A 

41     1 

3£ 

3 

i!  .  !  . 

61 

Not  fltated, 

1 

A 

301 

4I  16 

A 

■ 

J.  - 1  -_ 

4 

41 

Grand  total 

2527 

2474676 

90152 

eof 

1267 

181 

Igfrf 

ftt 

«B 

V 

\^vt. 

32 
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Table  I.     2.  Births  ;   Plurality  Cases. 


Sex. 

COUNTIES 

• 

Month. 

• 
M 

8! 

• 

1 

s 

o 

2 

. 
• 
1 

1 

• 

■ 
1 
1 

• 

2 
2 

4 

'2 

2 

• 

• 
1 
1 

• 
2 

. 

j 

i 
s. 

5 

(0 

• 

s 

•0 
0. 

a 

• 

s 

•  MM 

• 

•  mm 

x: 

s 

1 

c 

■ 

.S 

ca 

■s 

a 
c 

S 

(8 

«     TotiL 

May,     .      . 
June,    •     • 
July,    .     . 
August,     . 
September, 
October,    . 
November, 
December, 
January,    . 
February,  . 
March, 
April,  .     . 

Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  sUted, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .  •  . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated. 

2 
2 

. 

• 
4 

• 

3 
1 

• 
1 
3 

• 
• 

• 
• 

2 
2 

• 
• 
• 
• 

1 
1 
. 

3 
3 

• 

2 

• 

• 

5 
3 

• 
J 
1 
2 

20 

20 

2 

I 

3 

• 

46 

< 
< 

4 

4 
2 

» 

3 

3 

» 
4 

G 
2 

> 

1 
3 

> 

2 

2 

2 
2 

4 
4 

4 
5 

1 
2 
2 

1 

< 

« 

1   « 

1 

2 

• 

1 

1 

» 
1 

2 

9 
1 

1 
1 

'2 

1 

1 

1 
1 

'4 

• 

1 
1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 
3 

1 

1 
• 

2 
4 

• 

1 
3 

» 

i 

i 

1    ' 

►3 

1 

1 
2 

1 

2 

'5 
1 

1 

1 
3 

» 

1 

1 
I 

1 
3 

1 

• 
2 

■ 

• 

1 
1 

• 

1 
1 

• 

> 

1 
1 

2 

* 
1 

4 

• 

2 
4 

• 
• 

• 

» 

3 

3 

2 

2 
2 

2 

. 
• 
• 

. 
2 

• 
• 

4 

2 

• 

1 
3 

a 

. 

• 

. 
1 
1 

"4 

• 

2 
2 

• 
• 

1  •  ■ 

• 

2 
2 

. 

2 

1 
1 

• 

'2 
2 
2 

* 

• 

• 

I  2 

2  ! 

3  ! 

1  . 

2  ! 

2  ! 
2  . 

•  • 

1  . 

1  . 

*  • 

2  . 

•  • 

•  • 
■     • 

3  i 
1  1 

•   • 

20 
10 

6 
IS 

•       • 
11 
7 

!     ie 
12 

1  :     13 

.       18 
9 

8 

11 

1 

1  .         5 
5 

!     io 

6 

.                 . 

8 

18 

9 

.:      13 

:•     7 

i' « 

1     21 
1 
9 

.'      13 

Totol,  .     . 

Month  not 
stated. 

Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  sUted, 

32 

• 
• 
• 

15 
7 

. 

• 
• 

7 
5 

• 
• 
• 
• 

9 
19 

• 

• 

• 

7 

11 

1 

. 

(>   11'  14 
8  11   14 

•  1     .           "     ! 

•  .           •     , 

1 

•  I     .           "1 
1                        1 

3 
3 
4 

• 
• 
• 

10 

12  3 
10  1 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

1      140 

li     135 

8 

1 

■       • 

Grand  total. 

•                 • 

58|  22 

1 

12 

4 

» 

19 

14;  22.  28! 

22  4 

SJ    987 

*  Wnpkl  tue  lA  N«w  SalcBi. 


Table  II.    1.  Abstract  of  the  Returns  of  Marriages, 

in  the  several  Couniies,  for  each  month  of  the  year,  ending 
April  30,  1846. 


CoDirTlBS. 

I 

1 

jI 

i 

1" 

1 

1 

z. 

i 

1 

I 

J 

5 

Moatfa 

Total. 

Eaaex,      . 

91 

78 

57 

41 

69 

98 

118 

,« 

57 

55 

51 

69 

15 

908 

Middlews, 

84 

88  56 

81 

86 

123 

160 

95 

81 

08 

56 

124 

1119 

Worcerter, 

9S 

70  39 

44 

75 

93 

114 

79 

631  33 

5? 

110 

871 

Hamp-hire.        . 

22 

U 

7 

13 

08 

ai 

3G 

15 

J4j  13 

19 

30 

209 

Haopden,          . 

27 

19 

13 

10 

15 

35 

39 

25 

29  13 

10 

26 

232 

FiaDkliD, . 

24 

13 

8 

3 

6 

13 

33 

9 

14 

9 

7 

15 

151 

Berkihiie, 

9 

7 

4 

6 

16 

14 

16 

12 

4 

9     9 

8 

114 

Norfolk,   . 

40 

35 

18 

34 

37 

50 

60 

41 

37 

17  21 

49 

430 

Briatol,     . 

a 

48 

40 

37 

53 

55 

60 

44 

32 

24  36 

33 

499 

Plymouth, 

14 

]4 

9 

19 

16 

36 

58 

19 

35 

IB   14 

11 

254 

Bunnable,        . 

Jl 

7 

14 

10 

14 

sa 

48 

87 

84 

sj. 

11 

330 

DuIcM,     . 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1 

5 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

25 

Nantucket, 

7 

il 

6 

B 

r 

4 

13 

7 

S 

5 

5 

6 

84 

Total,  . 

457,403 

277 

299|4a555U7414e3 

387 

"' 

aor|484 

40 

6136 
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Table  II.    2.  Conditions  and  Ages  of  Parties  to 

Marriages, 

for  the  year  ending  30rt  April,  1946. 


(1.) 

BETWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  MAIDS. 

Aqe  of  thk  Won  eh. 

Aax  or  TBI  Mm 

^ 

^ 

5 
3 

N 

2 
S 

2 

3 

4 

& 

3 

2 

1 

1 

TotiL 

Under  20, .      . 
90  to  35,   .      . 
25  to  30,   .      . 
30  to  35,   .      . 
35to40,   .      . 
40  to  45,    .      . 
45  to  50,   .      . 
MtD55,   .      . 
55  to  60,   .      . 
60  to  65,   .      . 
65  to  70,   .      . 
70  to  75,   .      . 
75toa0,   .      . 
SO  BDd  upwardfl. 
Ago  of  men  not 
Itated,  .      . 

5- 
3 

M 
4 
6 
H 
4 

7 

8 
6. 

1 

1 

M 

7 

a 
n 

6 

1 
s 

& 

1 

fl 

n 

9 
3 
3 

3 

21 
26 
16 
7 
4 
2 

• 

a 

*1 
7 
3 
6 
4 
1 
2 

J 

1 

i 

9 
91 

I 

1 

68 
» 
74 
H 
75 
98 
11 

n 

Total,  .       . 

863 

1696.S0 

86 

24  6 

3 

1 

1 

1 

694,3881 

(2.)    BETWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  WIDOWS. 


30to35,  . 
35  to  40,  . 
40  to  45,  . 
45  to  50,  . 
SOtoSS,  . 
55 10  60,  . 
60to6S,  . 
65  to  70,  . 
70  to  75,  . 
75  to  80,  . 
BO  utd  apvardj, 
Age  of  men  not 
stated,  . 

Total,    . 


1     14     %  27   18  7     5 


Conditions  anh  A&ia,  &c. — Confteutri. 
(&)    BETWEEN  WIDOWERS  AND  HAIDS. 


.«.O..H.Wo-„. 

Afls  or  TBI  Mw 

s 

8 

2 

i 

2 

s 

S 

2 

s 

S 

3 

3 

s 

2 

s 

1 

s 

8 

1 

rMt 

Under  SO,.      . 
30to2S,   ■      • 
S5to30,  .      . 
30to35,   .      . 
35  to  40,   .      . 
40  to  45,   .      . 
45to50,   .      . 
■SO  to  55,    .      . 
fi5to60,    .      . 
«Ho65,   .      . 
flStoTo!  .      . 
70to75,   ,      . 
TStoaO,   .      . 
eo  and  upwards. 
Age  of  men  not 
mated,     .      . 

*4 
13 
7 
2 

4] 
40 
31 
13 
3 
4 

3 

'l 

15 
35 
27 
13 
9 

2 

'e 

10 
13 
15 
D 
4 

'l 

3 
13 
15 
3 
3 
5 

I 

1 

1 
1 

6 
4 
7 
3 

1 

1 

: 
'i 

3 
7 
1 
3 
1 

'a 

4 
5 
3 

1 
3 

"a 
'a 

'l 
1 

! 

: 

86 

io 

TT 
86 
77 
63 
34 
39 
IB 
» 
9 
3 

Total,    .      . 

11 

139 

91 

57 

45 

24!  16 

17 

5 

2 

91 

K8 

la- 

BETWEEN WIDOWERS  AND  WIDOWS. 

under  30,.      . 
90to25,   .      . 
SStoSO,   .      . 
30to35,   .      . 
as  to  40,   .      . 
40  to  45,   .      . 
45  to  50,   .      . 
SOtoSS,   .      . 
S5to60,   .      . 
60to65,   .      . 
fi5ta70,  .      . 
70  to  75,   .      . 
75to80,   .      . 
eo  and  upwards. 
Age  of  roeo  not 
stated,     .      . 

I 
3 
1 

4 
7 
7 
S 

( 
1 

'l 

1 

15 

7 
4 
3 

"l 

'] 
10 
5 
5 

l 

2 

I 

1 

6 
1 

! 

"a 

3 
4 

4 
3 

: 

2 
5 
5 
2 

- 
4 

3 
2 
1 

■ 

3 

37 

6 
16 
19 
33 
33 
24 
15 
23 
11 
5 
4 
3 

87 

Total,    .      . 

5 

31 

27 

31 

1 

25 

17 

12 

4 

5 

4 

!_ 

1 

38 
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Conditions  akd  Aobs,  &c. — Continued. 
(5.)    CONDITION  OP  PARTIES  NOT  STATED. 


AOX   or  TBI    WOKKK. 

TolBl. 

T0T»L 

or   Mae- 

AoiorTBaMiH 

1 

2 

s 

o 

1 

s 

2 
3 

i 

S 

2 
IS 

2 

2 

S 

i 

1 
g 

ii 

1^ 

1 

au. 

T 

UndRrSO,  .       . 
20to3^   .       . 
25  to  30,   .      . 
30  to  35,   .      . 
35  to  40,   .      . 
40  to  45,   .      . 
45  to  SO,   .      . 
50  to  55,   .      . 
55  to  60,   .      . 
60to65,   .      . 
65  to  70,   .      . 
70  to  75,    .      . 
75  to  80,   .      . 
80  and  upwards. 
Age  of  men  not 
stated,     .      . 

16 
5 

16 
9 
3 

6 

a 
s 

1 

i 

i 

1 

i 

1 

2 

a 

1 

373 

.  {     69|  911 
3415981879 
341321   615 

5  ^  190 

]    llS    61 

1  is 

X    M     7 
3731310'iaiS 

Total,    .      . 

31 

36 

14 

3 

3 

1 

1 

i 

it 

377;  450'51365136 

I     [     ! 

NOTE. 

Those  tablcB,  in  relation  to  marriage,  are  read  as  Totloirs : — First  TabU.  574 
men,  between  Oie  B^  of  30  nnd  35,  were  married  to  women  under  30;  6  women, 
between  30  nnd  35,  were  mnrricrl  to  men  between  30  and  35 :  or  4  men,  betwcm 
35  and  40,  were  married  to  women  under  W.— Second  TabU,  1 1  men,  between 
35  and  30,  were  married  to  widows  between  30  and  3.'* ;  or  1  man,  between  45 
Uid  50,  married  a  widow  between  55  and  QO.— Third  TabU.  13  widower*,  be- 
tween 40  and  45,  were  married  to  women  between  30  and  25,  who  had  not  befora 
been  married ;  and  1,  between  70  and  75,  to  a  woman  between  60  and  65,  &c  &c. 
The  other  Tables  in  a  similai  manner. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


.    2.  Classification  of  Causes  of  Death  in 
the  several  counties, 
far  t/u  year  ending  April  30th,  1846. 
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Causes  op  Death  in  the  several 

Counties —  Continued. 
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• 

1 

5 

61 

Peritonitis,     . 

1 

• 

2   . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

'A 

• 

6 

62 

Teething, 

7 

5 

3  1 

• 

1 

• 

1 

5  . 

4 

3 

80 

63 

Ulceration,     . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•     • 

• 

• 

^ 

Wonns, 

• 

1 

1 

• 

• 

2 

1 

• 

3 

■ 

• 

7 
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ClUSBS  OF   DkATH  in  the  8STSBAL  CoDNTIBS — CofUmued. 


DISEASES. 

— 

1 

i 

j 

t 

§ 

1 

1 

I 

1 

! 

1 

1 

» 

66 
67 
66 
09 
70 

Or^DS,  &e..  Disease  of,  . 
Pancreas,  Disease  of, 
HepotitlH, 
Jaundice,        . 
Liver,  Diaeaw  of,    . 
Spleen,  Disease  of, 

Tototo,        .         .         . 

7.  DisfviBEs  or  TBB  Ubi- 

RJlRT  OsejUtl. 

Diabetes,        .         .        . 

aS'    :    :    : 

Nnihi-itiB,       . 
Kidneys,  Slc.,  Disease  of, 

TotslB,        .         .         . 

B.  DiSEAaBS   or   tbk   Ok- 

SANS    OF    OSUBBATIOI*. 

ChUdbirth,      . 
Puerperal  Fever,     . 

Orpi^  &«.,  Diseue  of,  . 

Total.,        .        .        . 

9;  DisB^aas  or  trs  Ob- 
ains  or  LoeoMOTton. 

Jointa,  &.C.,  Disease  of,     . 
Hip,  Disesae  of,      . 
Spme,  Disease  of,    . 

Totals, 

10.  DiSBASEB    or    TBE    Iw- 
TBOOHBnTART   StBTKM. 

Fistula, 
Ulcers, 
Purpura, 
Skin,  &c..  Disease  of,      . 

Totals,        . 

11.  Or  OtD  Age,   . 

13.   Or   EXTBBI.AI.  C*UBBS 

Bunui  tmd  Scalds,   . 
CaaualtiM,     . 

6 

"3 

B 

5 

■ 

4 

10 

3 
'9 

1 

"a 

'2 
3 

2 
'4 

3 

1 

10 

"1 

16 

i 

5 

11 

3 

i 

i 

1 

53 

14 

49 

71 
79 
73 
74 
75 

56 

1 
'1 

4S 

3 
1 

2 

'2 

46 

I 

15 

4 
1 

i 
'1 

21 

3 

"1 
'2 

34 

39 

a 

15 

13 

2 

1 

8 

2 
3 

338 

15 
8 

9 

"g 

76 
77 
78 
79 

S 

6 
3 

9 

3 

1 
4 

6 

8 
9 

17 

3 

1 

7 

5 

fl 
3 

'2 

14 

2 

5 

9 
3 

8 

I 

1 

"a 

2 

3 

6 

11 
2 

a 

5 

4 

1 

5 

:1 

3 

1 

a 
a 

'a 

2 

: 

2 

3 

i 

1 

a 

3 

36 
4S 

ao 
'5 

80 
Bl 
83 
83 

1 
i 

4 

6 

1 
3 

1 

S 

80 

13 
3 
3 

31 

65 
66 

67 

7 
'3 

11 
'1 

2 

"a 

4 

4 
*a 

4 
1 

I 

1 

3 

39 

"9 
"1 

68 

89 
«0 

3 
94 

4 
18 

1 
91 

6 

2 
101 

e 

30 

,0 

'3 

38 

2 
17 

1 
38 

a 

5 

49 

2 
4 

56 

2 
5 

I 

57 

5 
10 

61 

3 
7 

38 

2 
4 

28 

i 

10 
688 

86 
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Causes  of  Dbatb  m  the  sevbkal  Counties — Continued. 


DISEASES. 

1 

S 

1 

e 

i 

1 

1 

■i 

1 

^ 

-3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

s 

u 

1 

93 
94 
99 
103 
105 
106 

Drowned,  . 
Fractaree,  . 
Intemperance,     . 
Poiaoned,   . 
SuffocaUon, 
Suicide,     . 

Totals,    .        . 

13.  C1.U8E8   HOT 

specified,  . 

14.  Stiluokh,   . 
Totata.    . 

sa 

1 

1 

"e 

31 

V 
3 

io 

16 

3 

'3 
7 

3 

'a 

5 
'2 

1 

3 
'1 

: 
1 

'2 

4 
"1 

'i 

2 

'1 

"1 

11 

1 

•1 

u 
'1 

4 

i 

lis 

i9 

5 
9 

31 

108 
109 

64 

56 
40 

73 

98 
23 

67 

111 

18 

e 

39 

I 

28 

50 
7 

11 

23 
3 

9 

8 
6 

13 

35 
3 

19 

30 

8 

23 
9 

■ 

6 
4 

349 

m 

109 

1673 

1723 

1734 

439614 

465 

« 

624 

_ 

779 

1 

soasiio 

saao 

NOTE&  49 


NOTES  TO  THE  ABSTRACTS  OF  DISEASES. 

It  has  been  considered  desirable  to  institute,  as  far  as  we  can  ftom  the  returns, 
a  comparison  of  the  prevalence  of  particular  diseases,  in  the  same  districts,  for 
different  years.  Boston  having  made  no  returns  of  deaths  for  the  last  three  years, 
the  County  of  Suffolk  is  excluded  in  the  several  abstracts  of  deaths. 

In  the  Tables  for  1846,  the  Alphabetical  Abstract  contains  the  names  of  the 
diseases,  generally,  as  they  appear  in  the  returns.  In  the  Classified  Abstract, 
they  are  arranged  afler  the  plan  of  the  Registrar  General  of  Births,  Marriages  and 
Deaths  in  England,  with  some  alterations,  which  circumstances  in  this  countxy 
seemed  to  dictate.  They  are  numbered  for  the  purpose  of  convenient  reference, 
and  each  class  is  arranged  alphabetically.  The  numbers  in  parentheses,  in  the 
following  notes,  are  references  to  the  heads,  under  which  diseases  are  arranged 
in  the  Classified  Abstract  Those  who  may  wish  for  a  more  particular  sub-division 
of  the  diseases  for  1846,  or  the  age  or  month  of  the  year  in  which  they  occurred, 
may  consult  the  Alphabetical  Abstract 

NOTES— 1846. 

Zimoiic  Diseaaes, — Under  Cholera  (1)  are  included  21  cases  of  Cholera  Morbus, 
and  12  of  Bilious  Colic.  Under  Fever  Remittent  (8)  are  included  3  cases  of  Yel- 
low Fever.  Under  Fever  Typhus  (9)  are  included  193  cases  of  Fever,  46  of  Brain 
Fever,  5  of  Nervous,  5  of  Congestive,  8  of  Inflammatory,  4  of  Typhoid,  and  6  of 
Putrid  Fever.  Under  Scarlatina  (13)  are  included  104  cases  of  Canker,  34  of 
Throat  Distemper,  and  7  of  Throat  Disease.  Under  Small  Pox  (14)  are  included 
1  case  of  Varioloid,  and  2  of  the  Chicken  Pox. 

Diseaaes  of  Uncertain  or  General  Seat, — Under  Cancer  (19)  are  included  2  cases 
of  Fungus-hajmatodes.  Under  Hemorrhage  (23)  are  included  2  cases  of  Bleeding 
Piles,  and  1  of  Rupture.  Under  Scrofula  (28)  are  included  3  cases  of  Humor 
and  1  case  of  King's  Evil.  Under  Brain,  &c.,  Disease  of  (41)  are  included  38 
cases  of  Inflammation  of  the  Brain,  17  of  Congestion  of  the  Brain,  and  4  cases 
of  Neuralgia. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Orf^ans. — Under  Bronchitis  (43)  is  included  1  case 
of  Catarrh.  Under  Pneumonia  (48)  are  included  95  cases  of  Lung  Fever,  22  of 
Inflammation  of  the  Lungg.  Under  Disease  of  the  Lungs  (50)  are  included  3 
cases  of  Congestion  of  the  Lungs. 

Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  CSrculation. — Under  Heart,  &c..  Disease  of  (53)  are 
included  7  cases  of  Anemia,  and  4  cases  of  Angina  Pectoris.. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Org-an*.— Under  Colic  (55)  are  included  3  cases  of 
Constipation  of  the  Bowels,  and  1  of  Painter's  Colic.  Under  Enteritis  (57)  are 
included  72  cases  of  Inflammation  of  tJie  Bowels,  and  32  cases  of  Bilious  Fever. 
Under  Organs,  &c.,  Disease  of  (65)  are  included  47  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Bow- 
.els,  and  6  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Stomach. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Table  III.    2.  Classification  of  Causes  op  Death  in 

THE   SEVERAL   CODNTIES, 
for  the  year  ending  April  30M,  1846. 


DISEASES. 

1 

i 

1 

1   ^ 

■3 

|i 

1 
h 

3 

1 

g 

i 

! 

i 

s 

1 

1 

E 

! 

It 

l_ 

1.    ZlMOTlC    DlBEABES;   OB. 

Efidehic,  EriDBUic,  aki 

CoHTAalOOB    DiSKASES. 

1 

Cholera, 

4 

8 

8 

1 

7 

s 

2 

3 

a 

1 

1 

1 

40 

2 

Cholera  Infantum, 

43 

er 

61 

10 

17 

4;  30 

8 

6 

2     9 

958 

3 

Croup,  . 

4C 

48 

44 

8[    7 

5 

4 

10 

37 

6 

5I  e 

918 

4 

Diurhcca, 

17 

12 

10 

■       3 

2 

I 

6 

3 

1 

65 

5 

15 

14 

13 

111    B 

4 

3 

20 

20 

E 

9 

3 

123 

6 

ErysipeJHB,      . 

16 

7 

12 

5]  IB 

1 

K 

1 

84 

7 

Fever,  latermitteat, 

1 

1'  . 

2 

5 

e 

"      Remittent, 

'a 

1 

-  1  - 

a 

"a 

12 

9 

"       TyphuB, 

113 

123 

132 

28:  53 

26 

M 

39 

47 

13 

5 

614 

10 

Hooping  Congh, 

14 

29 

10 

2 

7 

la 

17 

3 

3 

9 

100 

11 

Influenza, 

S 

3 

■4 

1 

3 

16 

12 

Measles, 

] 

12 

3 

9 

'4 

16 

*i 

4 

1 

1 

46 

13 

8carIatiAl^      . 

144 

64 

118 

31 

la 

14 

14 

30 

54 

16 

19 

SIS 

U 

BmiLll  Poz,     . 

3 

19 

1 

7 

s 

2 

3 

3 

33 

If 

a 

3 

Total!, 

418 

ffle 

423 

110 

m 

^ 

65 

150 

185 

?6 

60 

21 

2121 

3.  Diseases   of    Gxmiua 

Oft  UncEftTAiN  Seat. 

17 

Abscess, 

S 

3 

4 

3 

13 

18 

Atrophy, 

'3 

3 

I 

! 

2 

13 

19 
30 

Cancer, 
DebUlty, 

2Q 

19;  19 

1     4 

3 

R 

3 

8 

7 

1 

'7 

1 

10 

7 

113 
13 

91 

Dropsy, 

42 

46;  46 

'7 

16 

11 

14 

15 

17 

13 

4 

335 

sa 

Gout,     . 

2!  a    1 

5 

23 

Infantile  Diseases, 

'9 

4{    8<    1 

'3 

"4 

4 

30 

24 

166 

3259611  69 

85 

52 

33 

66 

103 

54 

■V. 

43 

1187 

25 

Inflammation, 

7 

9     61    I 

a 

3 

3 

31 

26 

Malformation, 

1 

'l 

. 

4 

37 

Mortification, . 

"4 

i 

7 

'] 

a 

2 

a 

'1 

i 

24 

38 

Scrofula, 

5 

4 

3 

1 

3 

•! 

7 

2 

i 

31 

SB 

Sudden  Deaths, 

5 

1 

9 

. 

'3 

2 

2 

2 

19 

ao 

Tumor, 

4 

2 

1 

1 

5 

a 

• 

19 

Totals,         . 

366 

322 

S 

87 

122 

B4 

55 

107 

^ 

S 

42 

57 

17M 

56 
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Table  IV.     Facts  illustrating  the  Influence  of 

Occupation  on  Longevity, 

Shmoing  the  number^  and  the  aggregate  and  average  ages  of  in- 
dividuals differently  emploj/ed,  abstracted  from  the  returns, 

[Note.    In  1845  and  1846,  no  person  under  20  years  of  age  is  included  in  this  abstract. 
It  is  supposed  that  occupations  liave  no  particular  influence  before  that  time.] 


Occupations. 


Clergymen, 
Editors, 
Lawyers,     . 
Physicians, 
Professors, 
Scholars,     . 
Teachers,   . 

Total,      . 


Booksellers, 

Brokers, 

Geiitlonieu, 

Mcrciiants, 

Traders, 


Total, 


FariDcrs,     . 


Clerks, 

Public  Officers, 
Knninecrs,  . 
Innkeepers, 
Stiige  Drivers, 
Drovers, 
Wharfingers, 
Baggage  Musters, 

Total,      . 


1844. 


s 


2;  . 


18>      935   51.96 


be 
2  • 

4« 


311 

27:    14(;4 

2=        751  37.50 

14j      291'  20.79 

14!      473   33.78 


1845. 


o 

%m 

& 

9 

S 

3 

z. 

Aggro 
age. 

1846. 


» 

• 

f? 

& 

U3 

J:  . 

e  .• 

9 

^I> 

H 

z 

<  * 

<" 

11 


555  50.00! 


44.92     7 
54.25  20 


82     3549 


Gi 


3 
21 


346  49.42 

1132  56.60 

I 

I 

70  23! 33 

&2G^  29.85 


43.28   62 


3I.50I    1 


2724   43.93 


26'  26.00 


14 
1 
8 

21 

• 

1; 

9i 

54 


897  64.07 

451  45.00 

472  59.00 

1000  47.64 


21 
412 


21.00 
45.78 


2847  52.7S 


12 
59 
2 

75 


663 


11 


925i  77.14!    9       613  68.11 
3019;  51.17  40     2304  50.08 
49   24.50  34 1     1460  42.94 


4056   54.08  90     4403  4S.92 


42,447,  ()4.02645  3J),869  61.64 


270 


8|      461 
6       286 


24 
57 

47 


I 


54    11  402' 

63     6,  a38 

;    2|  6:3 

7J)!    8;  393 

4;  147 

1|  20 

3  181 


2 
10 
42 
27i 


108 

GG2 

2313 


54.00 
66.20 
55.07 


1213  44.92 


81:    4296  53.04 


679  45,241 


i  25     1017:  40.68;  35=    1544 


Bakers, 

6: 

343 

Barbers, 

4 

236 

Basket-makers,    . 

1 

69 

Blacksmiths, 

31 

1550 

57.19     4 
59.03,     1 
69.05   . 
50.00]  45 


191 
24 


36.54 
56.  a3 

31.50 
49.12 
3(5.75 
20.00 
60.33 


44.11 


47.75 
24.00 


23461  52!  13 


141 
T 
2 
7' 

3 

I 

. 
li 


518 
a31 
G2 
355 
105 


25 


66.63 


37.00 
47.29 
31.00 
50.71 
35.00 


25.00 


34     1396 


5 
3 

43 


194 
142 

dig? 


41.06 


38.80 
47.33 

5l!o0 
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Infldsnce  of  Occupation,  &c. — Continued. 


1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

OcCVfA^SQUS. 

1 

b|i 

!^ 

1 

l&> 

h 

i 

!§> 

h 

E 

-:  ■ 

•^ 

■<  ■ 

< ' 

£ 

Block-maheTB,      . 

2 

131 

65.50 

a 

132 

66.00 

Bookbiadcra, 

1 

39 

29.00 

1 

41 

41.00 

Siiike  and  Firemen, 

4 

110 

27.50 

Brick-milkers, 

2 

90 

45.00 

'1 

"39 

39!00 

1 

66 

66.00 

Butchers,    . 

"5 

aas 

45!08 

6 

390 

53.33 

8 

W4 

36.75 

C«bi  net-ma  kors,  . 

n 

499  45.54 

11 

642  49.38 

9 

414 

46.00 

Card-makerB, 

i 

53'  53,00 

31    31.00 

3 

138 

46.00 

Carpenters, 

76 

3906i  51.4a 

7[ 

4129  52.26 

70 

3426 

48.94 

Caulkers  and  Gravers, 

1 

62  6a. 00 

3 

145 

73.50 

3 

199 

66.33 

Ch  air-ma  hera, 

3 

las:  40.66 

6 

206 

84.33 

Chaise-makerB,     . 

. 

-     1       - 

2 

140 

70.00 

Cigar-make  re, 

4 

136  34.00 

2 

"60 

30!o0 

1 

20 

ao.oo 

Clock-makere,      . 

I 

4fi  46.00 

Clothiers,    . 

2 

143  71.50 

'm 

47150 

Comb-makers, 

3 

161 1  53.66 

84 

42.00 

ConfecUoners,      . 

1 

51 

5i!oo 

Coopers,      . 

i4 

705 

50139 

13 

843  64.76 

19 

1030 

54!ai 

1 

42 

49.00 

Curriers  and  Taooers, 

4 

333 

55177 

'2 

"54 

27.00 

10 

437 

43.70 

Cutlers, 

1 

24 

24.00 

2 

111 

55.50 

DentistB,      . 

. 

- 

"a 

"86 

43!d0 

Distillers,    . 

1 

51 

51.00 

DruggisiB,  . 

1 

■57 

57100 

Dyen, 

3 

110 

36.67 

Eognven, . 

4 

127 

31.75 

Pounders,    . 

1 

as 

35.00 

Furaace-tnen,      . 

'4 

158 

3i>;7l 

1 

■32 

33!oO 

1 

22 

33.00 

1 

25 

25.00 

Gias«-cu  Iters, 

1 

'37 

37  loo 

GraTB-diggetB,     , 

1 

61 

6i;oo 

Gunsmiths, 

1 

30 

30,00 

1 

80 

80I0O 

Harneaa-mokera,  . 

a 

IN 

57.00 

'7 

340 

48!  57 

4 

159 

38.00 

Hatters, 

5 

255 

51,11 

5 

348 

69.60 

10 

553 

55.30 

inspectors  of  beef. 

1 

43 

43.00 

Jewellers,   . 

'a 

■99 

3o'6f 

'5 

240 

48100 

4 

163 

40.75 

Laat-makera,         . 

a 

34.00 

Leather-dressers, 

8 

3!15  4D.47 

5 

245 

4!ll0O 

Machinists,           . 

6 

170;  28.37 

13 

437 

33!61 

16 

503 

31.44 

Jlanufacturcra,     . 

4 

1491  37.28 

31 

1333 

43.00 

f 

253 

43.17 

Masons, 

14 

6O3!  43.10 

21 

1182 

56.28 

3( 

990 

49.50 

Mast-makers,        . 

1 

75i  75.00 

58 

58.00 

Mechanics, 

16 

722!  45.17 

"9 

4or 

45!  11 

: 

345 

49.33 

Millers,       . 

4 

240 

60.00 

5 

842 

48.50 

5 

3fl3 

72.60 

Millwrights,          . 

1 

26 

26.00 

1 

51 

51.00 

Nailersf      .          . 

a 

37 

18.70 

'4 

153 

38!24 

3 

132 

44.00 

Oil  manufacturers, 

1 

43 

43.00 

Operatives. 

9 

266 

38.41 

12 

426 

35lsO 

Orvan  builders,    . 

1 

61 

61.00 

Pointeis,     . 

8 

21 

869 

41^40 

io 

411 

4l!]0 

16 

644 

40.25 

68 
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Influbncb  op  Occupation,  < 

Stc.— ( 

dofiHnued, 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

OccurATioHs. 

s 

• 

1 

^\ 

• 

1 

1      |. 

C   _• 

1 

G> 

i. 

1 

f* 

&      <" 

p 

z, 

|l 

b 

§ 

25 

I& 

u 

Pftpor-makera, 

4       177 

44.25 

3 

124 

41.33 

3 

179 

57.83 

Paper-€taiiier9,     . 

• 

• 

1 

98 

98.00 

Pattem-maken,   . 

• 

• 

1 

46  46.00 

Pianoforte-maken, 

• 

1 

24 

24.00 

. 

• 

• 

Pite-dnvon,        • 

• 

• 

1 

54 

64.00 

Pocketbook-makers,     . 

• 

1 

69 

69.00 

. 

• 

• 

Potters, 

• 

. 

i 

80 

80.00 

Powder-makers,  • 

• 

•    1 

• 

3 

97 

39.38 

Printers,     •        •        • 

'4      207 

51.75 

'4 

118 

29.50 

4 

130 

89.50 

Pnmp  and  Block-makers, 

1        48 

48.00 

. 

2 

164 

89.00 

Razorstrop-makers, 

1        47 

47.00 

. 

• 

. 

• 

^iggon^     . 

•         ■ 

. 

1 

'53 

53.00 

1 

37 

1^.00 

Rope-makers, 

4       156 

39.18 

2 

90 

45.00 

7 

496 

60.86 

Sail-makers, 

2       140 

70.00 

• 

3 

197 

49.33 

Salt  manufactarers, 

2       109 

54.89 

• 

. 

. 

• 

Scnlptors,  . 

•         • 

. 

• 

1 

93 

96.00 

Shipwrights, 

10      648 

64.85 

5 

290 

58.00 

8 

496 

69.95 

Shoe-muers, 

110     43d5 

39.95 

134 

5596 

41.76 

133 

5586 

49.00 

Soap-makers, 

•         • 

. 

. 

. 

• 

1 

60  60.00 

iStablers,     . 

3        83 

27.66 

3 

158 

39.50 

2 

63  31.50 

i  Stone-cutters, 

6      390 

65.00 

10 

416 

41.61 

16 

688  43.00 

Tailors, 

12      534 

46.56 

12 

600 

50.00 

5 

279i  64.40 

Tallow-chandlers, 

1        53 

53.00 

. 

• 

. 

1 

64 

64.00 

Telescope-makers, 

1        25 

25.00 

• 

• 

• 

. 

• 

. 

Tinmen,     • 

1         19 

19.00 

. 

• 

• 

3 

141 

47.00 

Trunk-makers,    . 

•         • 

• 

. 

• 

• 

1 

33  33.00 

Umbrella-makers, 

•         • 

• 

. 

• 

. 

1 

43  48.00 

Victuallers, 

2       104 

52.47 

3 

140 

46.66 

. 

. 

. 

Weavers,    . 

•         • 

. 

• 

. 

. 

6 

295 

49.17 

Well-dig^fers, 

•         • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1 

95 

95.00 

Wheelwrights,    . 

12      515 

42.75 

6 

192 

32.00 

6 

942 

40.88 

Whip-makers, 

•         • 

. 

. 

. 

. 

1 

89 

39.00 

Wood-tamers, 

1        34 

34.00 

1 

56 

56.00 

• 

m 

. 

Wool-dyers, 

1        42 

42.00 

1 

55 

55.00 

. 

• 

. 

Wool-sorters, 

•         • 

• 

2 

96 

48.00 

2 
538 

95 

47.50 

Total,     . 

452  20,629 

45.63 

477 

22,398 

46.96 

24,613 

46.75 

Male  Domestics, . 

20     1129 

56.47 

. 

• 

. 

1 

97 

07.00 

Laborers,    . 

158     8034 

50.85 

206 

10,358 

49.79 

im 

10,238 

49.00 

Teamsten, 

4      153 

38.41 

11 

332 

30.18 

6 
216 

844 

67.88 

Total,     . 

189    9316 

51.18 

219 

10,690 

48.81 

10,679 

49.44 

Fish-dealers, 

1        68 

68.00 

• 

. 

• 

^ 

• 

. 

FiBhermen, 

18      528 

40.66 

14 

580 

41.42 

7 

816 

46.14 

Freifl^itfln, 

3       117 

39.16 

• 

• 

• 

3 

88 

41.60 

PUota, 

1        74 

74.00 

■ 

. 

• 

a 

188 

66.60 
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Inplubncb  of  Occupation,  &c. — Continued. 


OCCDPATIOHS. 


Seamen,  • 
Shipmasten, 
Shofemen,  . 

Total, 


Paupeny 
Inaane, 


Total, 


Fbmaues. 

Domestics, 

Praw  miikors. 

Housekeepers, 

Ladies, 

liidwives,  . 

liillineia,   • 

Nuraos, 

Opemtives, 

Beamatresses, 

Shoebindera, 

Straw-braiders, 

Tailoresses, 

Teachers,   . 

Washerwomen, 

Weavers,    . 


Total,     . 


1844. 


1845. 


i 

a 

9 

2: 


1291 

11 

4 


162 


31 

4 


35 


2 
2 


4746 
603 
274 


6500 


2270 
212 


2482 


77 


111 
61 


59 

48 
288 


80 


19      724 


I 


37.02131 

63.06 

68.70 


40.12145 


73.25 

53.00   . 


70.91 


25.66 


37.00 
61.00 


29.50 
24.12 
41.23 


80.00 


38.36264 


8 

11 

179 

3 


2 

2 

27 

9 

3 

4 

161 


5626 


6206 


408 


408 


466 
338 

8888 
212 


53 

106 
779 
464 
1151 
140 
654 


12,215 


42.94 


42.80 


81.60 


81.60 


55.75 
30.72 
49.61 
70.66 


26.50 
53.00 
21.44 
44.88 
38.33 
35.50 
40.87 


46.32395 


1846. 


I 


108 


119 


36 
1 


37 


5 

8 

275 

2 

1 

3 

4 

30 

18 

5 

8 

17 

14 


10 


5^ 


5798 


2^ 
68 


2571 


153 
239 
14,279 
140 
92 
132 
206 
767 
7171 

117 
J34 
658 
376 


525 


18,537 


h 


48.76 


48.72 


69.Si3 
68.00 


69.48 


90.00 

5?!S 

TQ.qP 
d2.00 
44t00 
52.00 

38.71 
26.86 


52.50 


46.93 
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RECAPITULATION. 


1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

Occupations. 

1 
s 

9 

82 

Si 

<  * 

Average 
age. 

• 

«> 

E 

s 

Z 

62 

o           > 

<  * 

Average 
age. 

• 

s 

9 

z 

h 

Professional  men, 

3,549 

43.28 

1 

2,724 

43.93 

54 

1 
2,847  52.72 

Merchants,     .     . 

75 

4,056 

54.08 

90 

4,403. 

48.92 

81 

4,296  53.04 

j 

Agriculturists,     . 

663 

42,447 

64.02 

645 

39,869 

61.81 

679 

45,241.  66.63 

Public  Officers,   . 

25 

1,017 

40.68 

35 

1,544' 

44.11 

34 

1,396|  41.06 

Mechanics,     •     . 

452 

20,629 

45.63 

477, 

22,398 

46.96 

538 

24,613  45.73 

Laborers, . 

182 

9,316 

51.18 

219' 

10,690 

48.81 

216 

10,679 

49.44 

Seamen,   •     •     . 

162 

6,500 

40.12 

145 

6,206 

42.80 

119 

5,798 

48.71 

Paupers,   .     •     • 

35 

2,482 

70.91 

5 

1 

408 

1 

81.60 

37 

2,571  69.48 

Females,  .     .     . 

19 

729  38.36' 

264 
1942 

12,215' 

100,457. 

46.32 

395 

1 

215:^ 

18,537 
115,978 

46.98 

Total  &  averages, 

i 

16!)5 

90,725 

53.54 

51.72 

53.87 

INFLUENCE  OP  1X)MESTIC  CONDITION. 


!  V.     Facts  illustrating  the  Influence  of  Domestic 
Condition  on  Longevity, 

iing,  for  each  CoutUy,  the  number  and  aggregate  age  of  aU  in  the 
returns  over  20  years  old,  whose  condition  is  specified. 


UALES. 

FEMALES. 

Ukm 

RMri,. 

»Uhriii>. 

W.I,0«<R.. 

UmtlKHlID 

Marsiid. 

WlDOWI. 

a 

1 

\t 

1 

%t 

1 

\t 

1 

%t 

1 

I& 

1 

1^ 

i. 

z  . 

6S 

2,252 

207 

Il,53fl 

29 

2,238 

104 

4,fi«fi 

ao6 

Rfiirt 

1581 11,425 

«5 

2.454 

201 

11,1^ 

» 

2,379 

97 

3,H!rt 

fi6E<l  11,455 

95 

6,667 

IIR. 

3,755 

2!f. 

12,4B; 

tih 

4,968 

H4 

3,2ii; 

2W 

ll,70i 

117 

8.62fi 

n,      . 

IF 

:r; 

15 

;«) 

i,y(H 

2,44( 

41 

H,40a 

h  ■     ■ 

!tf 

84-1 

75 

XK^Vtik 

ir 

1,248 

w 

13i 

.'i.7(M 

41 

3,026 

li 

527 

\-> 

2,7fi7 

15 

1,236 

IH 

7fih 

2.542 

4( 

3,193 

IV 

855 

3,H(il 

17 

1.307 

31 

1,262 

7." 

41 

3,148 

X 

762 

<ii 

1,H47 

;i7 

1,621 

?:■ 

3.251 

3,.M4 

'iA 

824 

!K 

5,;if« 

2<. 

l,9fie 

39 

i,fi:ft 

llf. 

5,247 

fi 

3.836 

h  ■ 

II 

46£ 

W 

4,10^ 

1,955 

26 

i,;w( 

72 

3.251 

5! 

3.758 

le,. 

« 

5li 

35 

2,(I5. 

11 

12 

405 

4fi 

21- 

1,753 

.N«nt 

10 

430 

i,a47 

' 

548 

17 

971 

37 
1399 

1,651 

19 

1,387 

393 

14,366 

1143 

64,750 

283 

21,490 

523 

22,022 

61,246 

731 

53,764 

•ge, 

36. SS 

56.65 

75.94 

- 

43.11 

43.78 

73.55 

1- 
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ANNUAL   REPORT 


TO  THE  LEGISLATURE, 


RXLATINO  TO  TBS 


REGISTRY  AND   RETURNS 


OP 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS 


IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 


FOR   THE    YEAR   ENDING  APRIL   30tb,   1847. 


BY  JOHN  G.  PALFREY, 

SECRBTART    OF    THE    COUMONWEALTB. 


fSouton: 

DUTTON   AND   WENTWORTH,  STATE  PRINTERS, 

NO.  17,  CONGREaB  STRBST. 

1847. 


eommonfatuit^  of  muunuti^unmu^ 


Sbcbetakt's  Office,  Boston; 

November  13,  1847. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate 

and  House  of  RepreseniaHves : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  statement  and  tabular 
results  of  the  Registry  and  Returns  of  Births,  Marriages  and 
Deaths,  for  the  registration  year,  ending  April  30th,  1847. 

The  number  of  the  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  returned  from 
the  several  towns  is,  in  the  first  place,  exhibited  in  full,  with  the 
population  of  the  towns  according  to  the  census  of  1840,  and  a 
recapitulation  of  the  same  classes  of  facts,  summed  up  according 
to  counties  (pp.  3 — 11).  In  another  column,  for  purposes  of  com-, 
parison,  are  given  the  returns  of  the  two  preceding  years.  The 
last  returns  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  are  more  full  than 
those  of  either  of  the  previous  years.  The  number  of  Births  re- 
turned, is  as  1  to  34  inhabitants  (according  to  the  census  of  1840), 
excluding  the  population  of  Boston ;  the  number  of  Marriages,  as 
1  to  114,  and  of  Deaths,  as  1  to  64.  The  returns  of  births  from 
Bradford  and  Rockport,  in  Essex  county,  were  made  too  late  to  be 
incorporated  into  the  tables;  as  they  were  received  before  the 
printing  was  begun,  they  are  entered  in  their  place  on  page  3. 
Returns  of  11  births  and  1  marriage  were  received  this  day  from 
Norwich,  in  Hampshire  county. 

Extracts  from  the  communications  of  the  town-clerks  are  pre- 
sented, as  heretofore,  in  the  body  of  notes  appended  to  the  synopsis 
of  returns  (pp.  12—21).  The  towns  which  failed  to  make  returns 
are  specified  at  the  end  of  the  notes,  under  the  heads  of  the  several 
counties. 

The  town-clerks  have  sometimes  returned  the  names  of  inhab- 
iiantSy  whose  deaths  have  taken  place  elsewhere.    When  the 


VI 

death  is  represented  to  have  occurred  in  some  other  town  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  entry  has  been  transferred  to  that  town; 
when  elsewhere,  it  has  been  omitted,  except  cases  of  death  at  sea, 
or  in  a  foreign  port 

Table  I,  in  two  parts,  relates  to  Births.  The  first  part  (p.  22) 
exhibits  the  number  of  male  and  female  children,  and  of  those 
whose  sex  is  not  reported,  born  respectively  in  the  several  months 
and  in  the  several  counties.  The  second  part  (p.  23)  exhibits  the 
cases  of  more  than  one  child  at  a  birth,  arranged  under  the  heads 
of  months,  counties,  and  sex. 

Table  II,  in  two  parts,  relates  to  Marriages.  The  first  part  (p. 
24)  records  the  number  of  marriages  solenmized,  in  each  month, 
in  each  county  of  the  Ck>mmonwealth.  The  second  part  (pp. 
25 — 27)  records  the  facts  important  to  be  observed  in  statistical 
tables,  in  relation  to  the  ages  and  conditions  of  parties  to  marriage. 

Tables  III,  IV  and  V  relate  to  Deaths. 

Table  III,  in  four  parts,  records  the  causes  of  death.  In  the 
first  part  (pp.  28 — 35),  against  the  names  of  the  respective  dis- 
eases, alphabetically  arranged,  is  recorded  the  number  of  persons 
who  died  of  the  same  during  the  year,  with  a  specification  of  the 
sex,  proximate  age,  month  of  decease,  and  place  of  birth,  so  far 
as  to  distinguish  between  natives  of  the  American  town  where 
they  died,  other  Americans,  and  foreigners.  The  second  part 
(pp.  36 — 39),  against  the  names  of  the  diseases,  scientifically  ar- 
ranged, presents  the  number  of  deaths  therefrom  in  the  several 
counties. 

The  third  part  of  Table  III  (pp.  42 — 45)  presents  a  synopsis  of 
the  number  of  deaths  from  each  disease,  or  other  cause,  which 
took  place,  according  to  the  returns,  in  1847,  and  the  two  preced- 
ing years  respectively.  The  proportion  of  the  number  of  each 
class,  in  each  year,  to  the  number  of  10,000,  is  carried  out  in  three 
other  columns,  affording  the  means  of  a  perfect  comparison  of  the 
proportional  mortality  from  different  causes,  so  far  as  the  returns 
furnish  the  requisite  materials.  The  fourth  part  of  the  same  table 
(p.  46),  under  the  heads  of  the  respective  counties,  exhibits  the 
returns  of  stillborn  children,  with  a  specification  of  the  sex. 

Table  IV  (pp.  47—60),  designed  to  illustrate  the  influence  of 
occupation  on  longevity,  exhibits  the  number,  and  average  age  at 
the  time  of  death,  of  persons  engaged  respectively  in  the  difierent 
employments  of  life,  as  shown  by  the  returns  of  1847,  and  the  two 
preceding  years. 
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Table  Y  (p.  61),  designed  to  furnish  some  illustration  of  the 
influence  of  domestic  condition  on  longevity,  exhibits,  against  each 
county,  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  number,  sex,  and  age  of 
persons  deceased  in  the  last  registration  year,  under  the  divisions 
of  single,  married,  and  widowed. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JOHN  G.  PALFREY,  Secretary. 
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death  is  represented  to  have  occurred  in  some  other  town  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  entry  has  been  transferred  to  that  town; 
when  elsewhere,  it  has  been  omitted,  except  cases  of  death  at  sea, 
or  in  a  foreign  port 

Table  I,  in  two  parts,  relates  to  Births.  The  first  part  (p.  22) 
exhibits  the  number  of  male  and  female  children,  and  of  those 
whose  sex  is  not  reported,  born  respectively  in  the  several  months 
and  in  the  several  counties.  The  second  part  (p.  23)  exhibits  the 
cases  of  more  than  one  child  at  a  birth,  arranged  under  the  heads 
of  months,  counties,  and  sex. 

Table  II,  in  two  parts,  relates  to  Marriages.  The  first  part  (p. 
24)  records  the  number  of  marriages  solemnized,  in  each  month, 
in  each  county  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  second  part  (pp. 
25 — 27)  records  the  facts  important  to  be  observed  in  statistical 
tables,  in  relation  to  the  ages  and  conditions  of  parties  to  marriage. 

Tables  III,  IV  and  V  relate  to  Deaths. 

Table  III,  in  four  parts,  records  the  causes  of  death.  In  the 
first  part  (pp.  28 — 35),  against  the  names  of  the  respective  dis- 
eases, alphabetically  arranged,  is  recorded  the  number  of  persons 
who  died  of  the  same  during  the  year,  with  a  specification  of  the 
sex,  proximate  age,  month  of  decease,  and  place  of  birth,  so  far 
as  to  distinguish  between  natives  of  the  American  town  where 
they  died,  other  Americans,  and  foreigners.  The  second  part 
(pp.  36 — 39),  against  the  names  of  the  diseases,  scientifically  ar- 
ranged, presents  the  number  of  deaths  therefrom  in  the  several 
counties. 

The  third  part  of  Table  III  (pp.  42 — 45)  presents  a  synopsis  of 
the  number  of  deaths  from  each  disease,  or  other  cause,  which 
took  place,  according  to  the  returns,  in  1847,  and  the  two  preced- 
ing years  respectively.  The  proportion  of  the  number  of  each 
class,  in  each  year,  to  the  number  of  10,000,  is  carried  out  in  three 
other  columns,  affording  the  means  of  a  perfect  comparison  of  the 
proportional  mortality  from  different  causes,  so  far  as  the  returns 
furnish  the  requisite  materials.  The  fourth  part  of  the  same  table 
(p.  46),  under  the  heads  of  the  respective  counties,  exhibits  the 
returns  of  stillborn  children,  with  a  specification  of  the  sex. 

Table  IV  (pp.  47 — 50),  designed  to  illustrate  the  influence  of 
occupation  on  longevity,  exhibits  the  number,  and  average  age  at 
the  time  of  death,  of  persons  engaged  respectively  in  the  different 
employments  of  life,  as  shown  by  the  returns  of  1847,  and  the  two 
preceding  years. 
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Table  V  (p.  61),  designed  to  furnish  some  illustration  of  the 
influence  of  domestic  condition  on  longevity,  exhibits,  against  each 
county,  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  number,  sex,  and  age  of 
persons  deceased  in  the  last  registration  year,  under  the  divisions 
of  single,  married,  and  widowed. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JOHN  G.  PALFREY,  Secretary. 


REGISTRATION 


OF 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS 


iir 


tfASSACHUSETTS. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS, 

Returned  to  the  Secretary's  Office,  for  the  three  yean  ending  April 
30th,  1845,  1846,  and  1847. 


PopalBllDn 

BIKTH3. 

MARRIAGES.  ■ 

DEATHS. 

COOHTU*    X«D   TOWM. 

1^1840. 

18*5 

1846. 

1847. 

lB4fi. 

1846. 

1847. 

1S4S. 

1346. 

1847. 

SUFFOLK. 

Boston,       - 

93,383 

Chelsea,     -         -        - 

a,390 

147 

134 

leo 

22 

29 

30 

94 

30 

9B 

North  Chelsea,  -        - 

10 

Totals,  -        -        - 

95,773 

"h? 

Tm 

Iso 

"^ 

SS 

~40 

~94 

30 

"lii 

ESSEX. 

Atneabury, 

2,471  I  eo 

SO 

45 

JI 

18 

18 

35 

48 

35 

Andover,    -        -        - 

V07    lie 

162 

138 

SO 

30 

36 

85 

75 

62 

Beverly,     - 

4,G89  1     - 

109 

14ii 

46 

33 

61 

115 

Boxford,     - 

1142       18 

34 

25 

7 

10 

4 

12 

11 

29 

Bradford,    -         -         - 

2,932      55 

41 

49 

14 

17 

16 

24 

44 

43 

Danvera,    - 

5,020  1  ]0<l 

2C£ 

199 

50 

61 

56 

89 

97 

83 

E«.e«,   '    -        .        . 

1,450  I     19 

30 

11 

17 

10 

17 

22 

35 

Georgetonn, 

UMO       5(. 

47 

61 

14 

18 

7 

15 

16 

28 

Gloncerter, 

6,.150     229 

192 

2m 

52 

79 

76 

131 

139 

170 

Hsrailton,  - 

«19       ]( 

24 

15 

9 

12 

6 

le 

11 

12 

Haverhill,  -        -        - 

4.at6 

IOC 

104 

38 

41 

46 

74 

58 

21 

Ipdwich,     -        -       - 

3,000 

- 

2 

42 

27 

32 

18 

42 

54 

44 

Lawrence, 

- 

- 

Lynn. 

9,367 

296 

335 

300 

90 

94 

63 

200 

206 

225 

Lj-nnfield,  -         -         - 
Mancheiter,       -        - 

707 

15 

24 

19 

3 

10 

8 

11 

15 

8 

],.355 

541    45 

64 

20 

11 

17 

40 

43 

44 

Msrblehead.       -        - 

5,.'i75 

164 1  207 

902 

66 

41 

41 

lie 

102 

171 

Methuen,  -        -        - 

2,251 

4<i|    71 

108 

16 

27 

21 

49 

38 

79 

Middleion,         -        . 

657 

17|     ts;     18 

5 

4 

S 

9 

11 

15 

Newbury.  -         -         - 

3,789 

8:    67|    41 

20 

26 

36 

31 

49 

60 

Nowburyport,     - 

7,101 

227]  220 

25!) 

67 

99 

101 

115 

114 

140 

Rockport,  - 

2,650 

78.    87 

89 

27 

SI 

31 

38 

57 

Rowley,     - 

1.203 

1!),    24 

18 

7 

7 

7 

18 

20 

14 

Saiem,       -        -        - 

15.082 

235;  265 

250 

122 

134 

125 

244 

297 

339 

Salisbury,  -         -         - 

2.739 

56;     60 

<;i 

21 

20 

25 

51 

33 

Sangus,     - 

1,096 

33   as 

40 

8 

13 

5 

15 

14 

21 

Topsficld,  - 

1,059 

34,    35 

19 

9 

10 

4 

33 

18 

15 

■Wenhatn,  - 

689 

14!    17 

6 

7 

10 

8 

Wfl»t  Newbury, 

1,560 

29,      5 

46 

e 

12 

15 

19 

13 

11 

Totab,  -        -        - 

94,987 

3179 

3527 

3486 

758 

908 

802 

IW4 

^ 
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BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES 

DEATHS. 

Popalation 
in  1840. 

COUHTIXB  AKD  TOWITB. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

1845 

1846. 

1847. 

MIDDLESEX. 

Acton,       ... 

1121 

7 

. 

. 

14 

8 

9 

22 

18 

26 

Aflhby,       ... 

1246 

- 

7 

. 

8 

5 

11 

26 

15 

31 

Ashland,    ... 

. 

. 

13 

23 

. 

3 

11 

. 

1 

6 

Bedford,    ... 

929 

27 

23 

28 

11 

6 

e; 

17 

13 

23 

Billerica,    ... 

1632 

54 

32 

22 

18 

13 

2 

17 

25 

20 

Boxborough, 

426 

9 

8 

8 

3 

2 

3 

5 

6 

9 

Brighton,  -        -        . 
Bunin^D, 

1425 

60 

50 

63 

8 

16 

12 

24 

22 

17 

510 

16 

13 

12 

3 

2 

8; 

4 

3 

6 

Cambndge, 

8409 

354 

342 

431 

74 

73 

62 

110 

155 

190 

Carlisle,     ... 

556 

11 

12 

6 

4 

4 

5! 

9 

7 

3 

CharlestowD, 

11,484 

387 

482 

437 

142 

139 

13^; 

228 

268 

374 

Chelmsford, 

1697 

50 

36 

47 

13 

8 

14, 

13 

15 

29 

Concord,    -        .        - 

1784 

44 

56 

. 

17 

15 

13 

27 

21 

21 

Dracut,      ... 

2188 

71 

. 

58 

15 

. 

41 

. 

. 

29 

Dunstable, 

603 

11 

9 

8 

3 

. 

6 

10 

ft 

10 

Framingham,     - 

3030 

78 

98 

79 

32 

10 

19 

14 

21 

Groton,      ... 

2139 

59 

54 

13 

15 

14 

9 

50 

44 

13 

Holliston,  -        -       . 

1782 

41 

62 

59 

14 

7 

20 

38 

26 

31 

Hopkinton, 

2245 

65 

74 

49 

28 

21 

10 

41 

25 

34 

Lexinfi[ton, 

Lincoln,     ... 

1642 

30 

31 

27 

12 

12 

14 

16 

18 

12 

686 

5 

15 

7 

5 

4 

7 

4 

4 

8 

Littleton,  -       -       . 

927 

. 

2 

6 

. 

8 

. 

. 

16 

13 

Lowell,      ... 

20,796 

664 

656 

772 

397 

407 

584 

309 

430 

690 

Maiden,     ... 

2514 

86 

71 

71 

14 

21 

27 

47 

46 

69 

Marlborough,     - 

2101 

5:i 

48 

63 

28 

19 

23 

25 

36 

36 

Medford,    ... 

2478 

78 

90 

83 

33 

25 

17 

36 

42,    53 

Natick,      - 

1285 

51 

54 

10 

15 

11 

12 

31 

20      5 

Newton,    ... 

3351 

4 

1 

4 

20 

9 

28 

26 

74>    GO 

Pepperell,  ... 

1571 

38 

39 

44 

12 

7 

16 

20 

14!    24 

ReadinfiT)    -        .        . 

2193 

60 

74 

45 

16 

20 

15 

34 

35j    44 

Sherburne, 

995 

17 

23 

22 

8 

11 

6 

9 

10,    12 

Shirley,     -        -        - 

957 

38 

27 

27 

8 

6 

9 

18 

13 

18 

Somerville, 

. 

55 

. 

51 

3 

19 

8 

South  Reading,  - 

1517 

41 

40 

30 

27 

14 

18 

22 

20 

34 

Stoneharo, ... 

1017 

34 

36 

50 

8 

12 

14 

21 

14 

19 

Stow,         ... 

1230 

2 

3 

. 

10 

8 

6 

8 

1 

1 

Sudbury,   ... 

1422 

37 

35 

35 

13 

11 

9 

15 

14 

20 

Tewksbury, 

906 

. 

22 

7 

m 

11 

5 

. 

16 

17 

Townsend, 

1892 

53 

39 

49 

8 

6 

13 

25 

28 

S3 

Tyngsborough,  - 
Waltham,  - 

870 
2504 

19 
61 

23 

60 

17 
93 

4 
24 

3 
41 

2 

40 

9 

as 

12 
35 

12 
51 

Watertown, 

1810 

60 

. 

71 

6 

15 

17 

25 

. 

Wayland,  ... 

998 

27 

21 

19 

5 

10 

12 

10 

15 

18 

West  Cambridge, 

1363 

46 

42 

42 

. 

26 

18 

- 

21 

39 

Westford,  -       -       . 

1436 

12 

14 

29 

8 

4 

7 

14 

10 

11 

Weston,    ... 

1092 

18 

22 

20 

8 

8 

15 

14 

13 

14 

Wilmington, 

av9 

S3 

33 

21 

12 

10 

8 

17 

12 

15 

Wobnm,   -        -       . 

2993 

94 
3050 

119 
3011 

113 
3171 

42 
1168 

34 
1119 

30 
1386 

53 
1506 

61 

68 

Totili,  - 

106,611 

vm 
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BIRTHS,  &c.  FOR  THREE  YEARS. 
BIRTHS,  MARRIAGCS  AND  DEATHS— ConlMHCd. 


B1RTK3.       1 

MARKIAGES.  | 

DEATHS. 

1 

CODNTIKI   iSD   Towns. 

mim. 

1 

ia« 

i84fi 

847, 

1^. 

1846. 

1847. 

IBM. 

1846.  iM7. 

WOtlCESTER. 

J6W 

32 

4!i 

S6 

10 

11 

11 

38 

25I    41 

Athol, 

1591 

51 

45 

5:1 

8 

13 

13 

as 

33     37 

Auburn,      - 

M^ 

2;j 

16 

20 

6 

6 

6 

5 

10     19 

Barre,          -          .          - 

S751 

m 

64 

&i 

12 

27 

20 

35 

40     57 

BerliQ, 

7ti3 

24 

13 

K 

5 

5 

3 

9 

7       9 

Blsckslone, 

m 

93 

133 

1 

22 

20 

34     63 

Bolwn,       -        -        - 

1186 

30 

29 

2'.i 

6 

9 

C 

19 

15     10 

Bojlsion,   -        -        . 

797 

15 

18 

2:( 

7 

5 

5 

9 

10     15 

Brooktield, 

2472 

63 

56 

62 

9 

23 

17 

27 

23     54 

Charllon,    - 

2117 

y 

6 

15 

11 

14 

10 

30 

27     35 

Dsna,     '    -         -         - 

(i91 

24 

26 

31 

G 

6 

5 

11 

13       6 

DourIss,    - 

1)117 

48 

4:i 

19 

10 

24     23 

Dudley,      -         -         . 

1.(52 

41 

40 

3;j 

10 

6 

8 

Ifi 

)J      17 

Fitchburg, 

3604 

91 

85 

124 

37 

34 

42 

5h 

73     87 

Gardner,    -        .        - 

I2fi0 

44 

3- 

43 

17 

14 

18 

25     31 

Gtnfton,     -         -         - 

3943 

111 

115 

10' > 

28 

34 

33 

54 

52     45 

Hard.ick,-         -         - 

1789 

St 

29 

34 

18 

15 

10 

30 

80     23 

Hsrrard,    -        -        - 

1571 

33 

26 

31 

13 

8 

11 

21 

36     23 

Holden,      -         -         - 

1874 

70 

59 

73 

25 

10 

16 

3( 

36     30 

1784 

33 

5.i 

57 

17 

14 

17 

38 

34;    41 

LaneaBier,  - 

2019 

7 

9 

9 

17 

27 

36 

17 

16|    33 

Leicesler,  -         -         - 

1707 

47 

43 

34 

14 

1? 

14 

24 

27;    34 

Leominster, 

S0fi9 

64 

61 

(54 

1 

18 

J6 

28 

40l    39 

1972 

I 

23 

10 

4 

3 

7 

18 

17;    16 

UendoD,    -         -        - 

3534 

33 

38 

35 

17 

4 

4 

48 

18 

19 

Miirord,      -         -         - 

1773 

61 

56 

84 

43 

37 

23 

43 

31 

33 

Uillbury.  - 

2171 

69 

60 

55 

24 

12 

38 

34 

30 

41 

New  Brainlree,  - 

758 

10 

6 

14 

6 

a 

4 

J3 

22 

North  Broohfield,       - 

1485 

44 

33 

50 

14 

9 

12 

14 

27 

21 

1-.248 

2S 

JO     13 

IS 

13 

18 

25 

17 

21 

Northbtidge,       - 

144D 

4f> 

4iJ 

74 

13;    25 

16 

4f 

25 

37 

Oakhom,    -         - 

10:i8 

31 

12 

29 

13 

10 

13 

IS 

50 

13 

Oitford,       -         -         - 

1742 

53 

»> 

7 

161  aa 

12 

3 

31 

5 

Paxton,       - 

670 

24 

27 

27 

. 

4 

7 

K 

13 

19 

Petersham,          -         - 

1775 

34 

34 

1!' 

K 

B 

8 

K 

23 

20 

919 

If. 

31 

It 

E 

4 

4 

U 

13 

13 

FriDcelan, 

1347 

44 

30 

Hi- 

1 

'      1 

10 

3. 

25 

12 

Koysbton,          -       - 

IGfi? 

44 

36 

u 

K 

:     19 

14 

1 

1    32 

21 

Katland,    ■        ■        • 

12fiO 

30 

19 

31 

1    ^3 

13 

1 

1    3<i 

29 

Shrewbory, 

1481 

24 

24 

33 

1      = 

1( 

1    ^ 

18 

33 

fiootbborongh,    - 

1145 

32 

IS 

a 

1 

I     14 

4 

V 

ai 

23 

Smithh.idge,       -        - 

3031 

2! 

55 

68 

2 

a: 

12 

V 

!    38 

33 

Spencer,    - 

1004 

54 

50 

55 

1 

i   1' 

13 

% 

1  1^ 

26 

Sterling,     - 

1647 

3e 

40 

42 

18!    1 

12 

30 

26 

Slorbridge, 

2005 

3' 

51 

48 

e:    1 

7 

3 

!    29 

36 

Smion,       - 

2:170 

S'J 

61 

SO 

221    2 

:   14 

4 

1    45 

30 

Templeion,        -        - 

Upton, 

Uxbridge,  -        -        ■ 

1776 
1466 
2004 

37 

27 

8 

,     19 

I 

4 

i    ^ 

30 

5e 

62 

52 

2 

a 

1    i^ 

l\    48 

38 

Warren,     -         -         - 

1290 

a 

43i    44 

8| 

10 

i  ^ 

li    23 

28 

Webster,  -        -        - 

1403 

5- 

44 

34 

e\  1 

1      9 

1 

i    S3 

W 
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BiaTHS. 

MAKRIAGCS 

dcaths. 

Codhtiu  t»D  Towns. 

iulBlO. 

,». 

'^ 

847 

™r 

1846. 

1847, 

89 

1S46 

3» 

1M7. 

Wwt  Boylflton,  - 

1187 

33 

47 

5C 

16 

14 

Itl 

36 

■Woalbomugh,     -        - 

l<i58 

»J 

a- 

14 

7 

6 

- 

38 

35 

liiJ.5 

52 

54 

6. 

y.i 

10 

20 

23 

44 

28 

"WinchenJon,      - 

lJ.'i4 

35 

ao 

50 

14 

^i 

33 

17     23 

WorcoBler,          -        - 

7VJ7 

3ia 

.^ 

79 

ll<j 

97 

230 

273  303 

TolBli,   - 

US,313 

aiti 

.{474  3691 

"793 

871 

834 

1527  1734  1881 

HAMPSHIRE. 

Amherst.    -         -        - 

2550 

76 

77 

72 

19 

35 

12 

54 

51     39 

Belcliertown,      - 

a-M 

as 

30 

70 

16 

30 

ai 

32     19 

Chesterfield, 

1142 

5 

12 

]5 

-  1  n 

CufnmifiBlon,     - 

1237 

94 

4 

17 

15 

7 

10 

a    6 

717 

IH 

13 

2 

7 

2 

13 

21     i 

Enfield,     -        -        - 

976 

17 

26 

2(i 

7 

15 

10 

13 

151     10 

G«.hen,     -        -       - 

551! 

11 

Iti 

t 

4 

3 

4 

10 

10,    a 

Granby,      - 

971 

It 

26 

7 

9 

3 

6 

16 

31     11 

Greeowicb, 

824 

15 

IS 

12 

3 

10 

3 

16 

S3      9 

Hadiey,      -         -         - 

1614 

35 

62 

51 

14 

13 

36 

m   s 

Hatfield,     -         -         - 

IttJ 

28 

20 

37 

3 

'■4 

4 

14 

19i     18 

Middlefield,        -         - 

1717 

35 
131 

20 

14 

2 

11 

4 

13 

4     13 

3750 

111 

103 

18 

17 

11 

54 

74 

53 

Norwich,    -         -         - 

750 

14 

20 

2 

1 

27 

7 

Pelhsm.      -         -         - 

9.M 

14 

IB 

& 

5 

7 

Plainiield,  - 

910 

2 

13 

80 

C 

3 

0 

13 

10 

U 

Prescatl,     - 

780 

7 

I--) 

7 

e 

10 

14 

South  Hndlcy,    - 

1438 

44 

48 

27 

"? 

14 

11 

19 

3i 

W 

SouthimptOD,      - 

1157 

a.-; 

25 

15 

11 

9 

iJ 

13 

20 

19 

Ware,         -         -         - 

18H0 

ae 

62 

64 

as 

30 

35 

-1    31 

759 

ih 

17 

in 

2 

1 

1 

9 

22 

9 

IWJ 

2t 

27 

3(< 

6 

4 

4 

19 

3A 

91 

WorUiiogtOD,      - 

I1U7 

3t. 

3!) 

25 

e 

5 

_« 

15 

11 

9S 

Total*,   -         -         - 

30,897 

653 

676 

610 

Im 

209 

188 

430 

4.3a 

~4« 

HAMPDEN. 

Blindrord,  -       -        - 

1427 

SO 

34 

33 

3 

11 

D 

J7 

17      9 

Brimfield,  -         •         • 

1419 

Ih 

38 

16 

5 

14 

II 

18 

31     SS 

Cheelcr,     - 

mi2 

34 

30 

29 

9 

e 

7 

11     U 

Granville,  - 

1414 

22 

31 

29 

a 

J3 

7 

5 

36     . 

Holland.     -         -         - 

4«J 

14 

] 

5 

5 

1 

3 

8      0 

Lonemeadoir,     - 

1270 

21 

36 

26 

10 

8 

5 

25 

%     99 

Ljdiov,     - 

19fi8 

» 

19 

13 

14 

13 

33 

26     28 

Monton,     -        -        - 

2151 

fit 

59 

45 

4 

9 

12 

41 

27     46 

Monlgomery,      - 

740 

14 

9 

9 

4 

4 

3 

10 

8      6 

Palmer,      -         -         - 

aim 

54 

69 

72 

14 

SG 

13 

Bi.«wll,     -       -        . 

055 

2( 

1 

Bouth-icit,         -        - 

1214 

34 

at 

di 

'7 

6 

^ 

13 

W    W 

Springfield,         -         - 

104)85 

405 

417 

509 

67 

78 

95 

191 

aeu  967 

ToluSd,    -        -        - 

627 

11 

4 

17 

a 

3 

6 

12 

(1    a 

Wde^       -        -        - 

(186 

15 

IS 

17 

s 

i 

I 

7 

19    M 

Wert  Springfield,       - 

3G.M 

eo 

94 

13 

IG 

36 

X 

K 

BIRTHS,  &c.  FOR  THREE  YEARS. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS— Continvtd. 


BIRTHS. 

HABRIAGES.  | 

DEATHS. 

Counriii  *iro  Towns. 

Populal><« 
inlMO. 

1 

19*3, 

I84G 

m 

18*7. 

IB4£. 

84«- 

1347. 

1845 

1S4« 

1847. 

Westfidd.  -        -        ■ 

3526 

99 

100 

15 

21 

14 

57 

64 

"~i7 

■WUbruhBm,        ■         - 

ldti4 

ifit 

28 

2!i 

15 

15 

17 

34 

18 

27 

Totals,   -        -        - 

37,366 

KJ7 

901 

"982 

1U3 

252 

'm 

509 

ei4 

564 

FRANKLIN. 

Arfifield,    -       -        - 

1610 

37 

18 

25 

3 

8 

4 

33 

33 

16 

Bernardaton,       - 

9ita 

30 

32 

24 

10 

7 

2 

7 

13 

11 

BucklnnJ,  -         -        - 

1064 

19 

23 

2(i 

7 

8 

s 

9 

13 

16 

1127 

35 

Vj 

3 

10 

8 

10 

15 

15 

C'lleraine,  - 

IWI 

35 

39 

52 

12 

11 

8 

30 

23 

38 

Conway,     - 

1409 

Deerfinld,  -        -        - 

HM3 

^1 

54 

43 

15 

"s 

"p 

21 

20 

30 

Erving,      - 

309 

10 

9 

12 

3 

1 

1 

5 

3 

4 

Giil,  .... 

798 

14 

23 

16 

4 

4 

7 

9 

7 

0 

Greenfield,         .        - 

1756 

3 

2 

13 

9 

Hawley,     .         .        - 

977 

13 

25 

15 

3 

6 

8 

8 

"s 

13 

Heath,        .        -         . 

895 

39 

18 

18 

32 

4 

Leferett,    - 

875 

29 

34 

26 

"8 

4 

1 

13 

9 

20 

Leyden,     -        -        - 

6:)a 

9 

2i 

18 

3 

6 

S 

10 

25 

10 

S63 

11 

9 

7 

0 

3 

1 

3 

Monwgue, 

1255 

36 

42 

2 

9 

13 

16 

36 

Hew  Salem,       - 

i:i05 

35 

38 

18 

6 

13 

9 

31 

18 

la 

Norlhfield,           -         - 

if>7S 

5 

Orange,     .        -        - 

1501 

33 

48 

43 

IS 

13 

15 

22 

27 

31 

Rowe, 

703 

13 

I 

3 

11 

Bhelbume, 

1023 

33 

27 

26 

10 

13 

11 

10 

19 

17 

Shutraibury, 

987 

24 

17 

13 

9 

9 

I 

1 

Sunderland,        -         - 

719 

10 

12 

11 

1 

2 

4 

5 

8 

6 

Warwick,  -         -         . 

1071 

35 

]0 

20 

8 

8 

6 

33 

11 

20 

Wendell,   - 

8;5 

4 

4 

4 

5 

3 

4 

1 

15 

4 

Whately,   .         .         - 

1072 

37 
538 

26 
534 

27 

10 

_J. 

11 

15 

12 

16 

Totals,  -        -        - 

■ie,B12 

SOI 

151 

151 

141 

la' 

295 

313 

BERKSHIRE. 

Adanw,      .         .        . 

3703 

102 

114 

115 

15 

^ 

16 

7£ 

45 

64 

Alford,       -        -        . 

481 

10 

la 

16 

4 

3 

s 

4 

5 

Beckel,      .        .         - 

1343 

39 

2C 

7 

8 

7 

3 

14 

Boaton  Corner,  -        - 

65 

awhire,  -        -       - 

985 

1 

Clirkaburr, 

370 

's 

1 

S 

1 

2 

4 

> 

Uallon,      -       -        - 

12.W 

43 

* 

26 

S 

1 

1 

Eeremonl,- 

FTorida,     -       .        . 

ia38 

28 

12 

i 

I 

4 

10 

3 

441 

5 

' 

12 

2 

3 

a 

Great  Barrington, 

2704 

: 

Hancock,   .         -         - 

932 

]!1 

1 

33 

0 

1 

15 

7 

Hinsdale,   .         -         - 

9,15 

2 

1 

41 

6 

6 

3 

1 

17 

18 

1140 

IE 

2 

27 

2 

1 

1 

20 

26 

Lee,            .'    -        . 

2428 

34 

2f 

32 

8 

10 

11 

4 

32 

60 

1313 

3S 

3t 

44 

7 

5 

a 

Z 

36 

21 

Montefey,  -        -        . 

- 

- 

SIXTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS— Om/intied: 


PopulMlon 

BIRTHS. 

MA1IR1A0E8. 

DEATHS. 

CoURTlia    ARD    TOWHB. 

iSim. 

1 

IBU 

1816   18*7 

IBM 

1946 

1 

1847. 

1 

IBU 

184fi 

1 

1U1. 

Mount  Waahington,   - 

438 

30,   i;i 

4 

Me«  ABhford,     .        - 

aa? 

3 

3       4 

1 

2 

a 

S 

New  Marlborougb,     - 

11)83 

38 

35     4!. 

9 

13 

1 

11 

33 

30 

Olia,           -         -        - 

1177 

28 

-       2(1 

a 

4 

t 

19 

Peru.          -         - 

576 

Vi 

13    y.i 

s 

a 

2 

a 

IS 

5 

PitlBlietd.  -        -       - 

3747 

101 

](W   14(1 

3 

i 

€i 

7B 

lOS 

Richmond, 

1007 

u 

20 

UA 

3 

(j 

1 

U 

15 

15 

Sandufield,         -         - 

HM 

11 

3v 

Bsvoy, 

915 

6 

5 

3 

4 

4 

4 

's 

0 

Sheffield,   -         -         - 

S3« 

?8 

^5 

5v 

7 

13 

IC 

K 

4 

30 

Slockbridge,       - 

lim 

33 

53 

HI 

S 

6 

E 

35 

39 

Tyringham, 

1477 

a 

5 

"WaahiDgton,       - 

!»1 

29 

2(] 

91 

1 

2 

2 

14 

10 

3 

■WeatSlockbridge,      - 

1448 

49 

40 

(X) 

4 

(> 

5 

11 

23 

n 

■Willianiatown,    - 

SI53 

76 

51 

4r- 

11 

3 

S 

25 

23 

14 

■Windwr,   -        -        - 

ey? 

12 
1^ 

12 

12 

873 

6 
133 

6 
114 

3 
US 

"46^ 

46S 

6 

ToUb,  .       -        - 

41,745 

"473 

NORFOLK. 

Bellingham,       - 

1055 

12 

8 

S 

3 

2 

9 

6 

7 

7 

3168 

69 

47 

6 

ie 

a? 

Brookline, 

13«5 

ai 

44 

3J 

8 

11 

5 

3r> 

91 

33 

Canton,      - 

1995 

37 

11 

la 

7 

14 

3U 

a 

59 

Cohaaaet,   -         -        - 

1471 

33 

36 

S.'i 

10 

lit 

18 

It 

so 

30 

Dedham,    -         -         - 

3390 

96 

94 

51 

33 

37 

70 

52 

61 

Sorcheater, 

4875 

91 

186 

227 

47 

46 

71 

9£ 

130 

Dover,       -        -        - 

5M 

6 

8 

3 

3 

4 

P 

5 

6 

1298 

51 

87 

W 

17 

H 

15 

18 

38 

36 

Franklin,   •       -       - 

1717 

33 

41 

59 

5 

9 

11 

^ 

32 

IS 

UedGeld,  -       - 

883 

18 

16 

Ifi 

4 

5 

4 

? 

18 

19 

Uedifay,  -       -        - 

2043 

65 

61 

S9 

59 

33 
11 

18 

36 

^l 

35 

Milton,      -       -        - 

1839 

58i    52 

47 

16 

H 

25 

25 

38 

Meedhwn,  -       -        - 

1488 

33     36 

4e 

4 

6 

i:i 

17 

35 

18 

JUnXTph,!       -        - 

3486 

1231  136 

12 1 

31 

32 

25 

S3 

48 

61 

3313 

138   121 

141 

1/8 

31 

15 

55 

61 

77 

K.ibiiiiK7-        -        - 

9089 

411     40 

447 

76 

98 

84 

336 

eUron,      - 

1076 

23     16 

23 

12 

7 

7 

14 

13 

17 

Bioughloa, 

3142 

86     95 

72 

S3 

38 

39 

36 

30 

44 

Val^ole,  -       -        - 

1191 

-       35 

26 

10 

14 

7 

17 

3738 

139   140 

137 

35 

36 

37 

62 

(A 

4B 

"Wrenthara,        -        ■ 

3915 

H  ^ 

70 

16 

35 

33 

48 

39 

31 

Tottla,  -        -        - 

53,140 

lS9i:i707 

me 

404 

528 

451 

657 

634 

964 

BRISTOL. 

3565 

81 

88 

lOO 

35 

21 

19 

66 

7S 

» 

886 

13 

ig 

3 

7 

3 

36 

15 

as 

4135 

loe 

27 

26 

30 

SiSbtOD,     -         -         - 

1878 

40 

7 

9 

15 

39 

17 

17 

Emoo,      -        •        ■ 

3074 

96 

19 

6 

19 

39 

as 

31 

TiirfaaTO^        •       - 

aesi 

. 

- 

34 

as 

87 

41 

as 

S 

BIRTHS,  &c.  FOR  THREE  YEARS. 
BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS— Conhnunf. 


BIKTUa. 

MARIIIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

CoDRTIES  IKD   TonHS 

P^puLlid 

IMS. 

1846. 

1S47 

10*5 

I&16. 

1847- 

9a 

1846. 

1S4IJ  1347. 

Pall  River, 

6738 

379 

m 

401 

~Ti 

~8a 

55 

110   196 

Freetown,  - 

1772 

43 

84 

Id 

10 

VJ 

31 

34 

IG 

Mansfield.           -         - 

1382 

43 

31 

31 

12 

lii 

3y 

17 

31 

35 

New  Bedford,     - 

13,087 

435 

477 

418 

114 

151 

140 

175 

349 

18D 

Norton,      -       .        - 

1545 

2!* 

45 

29 

8 

8 

7 

6 

4 

3 

Pawluckel, 

3164 

80 

127 

140 

13 

l.i 

9 

IG 

29 

RsjTihBm,  - 

irtao 

40 

2 

4(i 

4 

9 

e 

19 

10 

21 

Rehobolli,  -         - 

ai«B 

55 

45 

5» 

IS 

6 

25 

38 

30 

Beekook,    -       -        . 

liKW 

a 

5;j 

9 

13 

39 

Someraet,  - 

100,'> 

14 

ar 

24 

G 

11 

34 

20 

21 

Swanxey,  - 

14S4 

32 

37 

34 

11 

11 

9 

15 

18 

Tsunion,    - 

7fi« 

aia 

244 

295 

43 

58 

73 

5; 

81 

Wemport,  -        -        . 

2820 

73 

50 

52 

2 

499 

20 

32 

27 

49 

TouJsi  -        -        . 

00,1155 

I8.i2 

i8ia 

1903 

419 

"532 

7m 

779 

ITi 

PLYMOUTH. 

Abington,  -        -       - 

32(4 

91 

39 

. 

43 

BS 

SndgewMer,      -        - 

2131 

71 

57 

50 

12 

12 

12 

40 

37 

3G 

Cirver,      -        -        . 

905 

30 

21 

13 

14 

8 

8 

1 

Dujibury.  - 

271)8 

- 

10 

8 

10 

10 

But  BridgewBter,      ■ 

1U50 

56 
35 

49 

25 

11 

83 

17 

19 

Ql 

24 

Haltfti,     -        - 

734 

27 

27 

2 

G 

21 

13 

30 

Hanover,    -        -        - 

14^8 

18 

18 

30 

14 

12 

11 

lli 

17 

14 

lI.«o„,     -        -        . 

1040 

1.1 

27 

3 

17 

13 

17 

,fi:r-:    :    : 

35(14 

86 

87 

84 

22 

20 

syi 

61 

44 

GO 

2:11 

r 

3 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Kingston,  - 

1440 

32 

31 

3« 

If 

11 

19 

25 

15 

13 

M»rBhfield,         -        - 

17til 

41 

45 

38 

ir 

10 

V) 

W 

25 

84 

Middlohoroueh, - 

5(l&5 

North  Bfidgewnler,     - 

2616 

70 

Ell 

82 

35 

21 

29 

33 

44 

46 

Pembroke, 

1258 

3:1 

31 

27 

2 

3 

11' 

19 

2t 

15 

Plyniootb,-         -         - 

528 1 

122 

ini 

1(17 

41 

42 

4r: 

110 

fi7 

m 

Piymplon,  .         -         - 

834 

i: 

23 

10 

11 

17 

10 

131     17 

Kocheder, 

38«1 

lib 

lOii 

2!' 

48     83 

ScHuale,    - 

a8(5G 

84 

85 

89 

22 

21 

30 

43 

4:)     48 

Wareharn,           -         - 

2D0-2 

or 

75 

85 

11 

29 

24 

22 

32,    38 

West  Bridgewater,     - 

1201 

39 

en 

3t 
9Gb 

37 
1040 

9 

286 

11 
354 

"SBO 

16 
l84 

I4|    23 

Totals,  -        -        - 

47,3ra 

463 

638 

BARNSTABLE. 

Barnswble,        -       - 

4.'»1 

10 

20 

21 

38 

42 

29 

3B 

43 

57 

Brewster,   - 

1523 

44 

43 

37 

7 

15 

18 

83 

12 

26 

Cbalham,   - 

2;j:U 

35 

(i5 

58 

15 

34 

31 

3.^ 

28 

37 

Dennis, 

2942 

' 

- 

Easlbnm.    -         -         - 

055 

13 

7 

17 

12 

10 

"9 

14 

10 

9 

Falmouth, 

2.'>8D 

6<i 

5r> 

47 

20 

19 

13 

37 

25 

48 

Har-ich,  -        .        - 

2iW0 

105 

111 

23 

30 

37 

34 

32 

49 

303 

Orleans.     - 

11I74 

45 

39 

8 

14 

30 

27 

31 

44 

2123 

01 

73 

90 

23 

19 

37 

41 

28 

71 

NOTES. 


Some  of  the  returns  were  accompanied  with  remarks  by  the 
town  clerks.  From  these,  the  following  notes  have  been  com- 
piled with  a  view  to  show  the  condition  of  registration  through 
the  State,  the  practical  operation  of  existing  laws  on  the  subject, 
and  the  views  of  the  town  clerks  in  regard  to  amendments. 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Chelsea. — Marriages.  '*I  presume  there  has  been  quite  a  number  whkk 
have  not  been  returned  to  this  office." 

No  Returit  of  births,  marriages  or  deaths  from  Boston ;  and  of  births  or 
deaths  from  JS/orth  Chdsea, 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Amesbuet. — Births,  '*  These  returns  were  made  by  the  school  committee,  aid 
are  probably  correct" 

Beverly. — "  AlUiough  these  returns  are  not  now  what  they  might  be  made  if 
all  did  their  duty,  yet  they  are  more  complete  than  any  previously  forwarded  from 
here,  and  I  think  that  the  arrangements  which  I  have  made  for  the  future  will 
hereaflcr  secure  you  pretty  accurate  returns,  always  excepting  the  marriages,  so 
long  as  clergymen  are  to  be  depended  upon  to  collect  and  furnish  the  particuknk" 

Bradford. — Births.  ^'The  school  committee  made  no  return."  [Return  of 
births  not  received  in  time  to  be  included  in  the  tables.] 

Newburt. — Births.  "  I  have  delayed  till  almost  the  last  hour  allowed  to  make 
my  return,  with  the  hope  and  expectation  that  our  school  committee  would  pe^ 
form  the  part  obligatory  on  them ;  but  I  have  waited  in  vain,  or  nearly  so,  as  only 
two  of  the  board  have  taken  any  interest  in  obtaining  the  number  of  births  in  the 
town  for  the  year  ending  May  1, 1847.  My  return,  therefore,  is  imperfect,  which 
I  very  much  regret  1  think,  at  least,  there  must  have  been,  within  the  time  spec- 
ified, from  sixty  to  seventy,  whilst  I  am  only  able  to  retumybrfy-one." 

Rockport. — Marriages.  **  Clergymen  have  been  prompt  and  faithful  in  mak- 
ing their  returns." — Deaths,  '*  Much  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  retam,  lo 
make  it  (as  it  is  believed  to  be)  quite  correct  The  causes  of  death  have  not 
pat  down  at  random,  but  the  several  practising  physicians  of  the  town  have 
freqaently  coDsalted,  etch  of  whom  has  kindly  and  patiently  rendered  ell 
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information.  One  of  the  sextons,  also,  has  faithfully  performed  his  duty.''  [Re- 
turns received  too  late  to  be  included  in  the  tables.] 

Sauous. — "  If  the  Legislature  would  so  change  the  law  as  to  make  it  one 
person's  duty  to  do  the  business,  and  pay  him  for  it,  I  think  it  would  be  better 
done." 

No  Return  from  Wenham ;  and  of  births  from  Haverhill. 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Acton. — "Tlie  returns  are  not  made  in  full  to  me." 

AsHBT. — Births,  "  The  school  committee  have  not  taken  any  pains  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  the  past  year." 

Ashland. — Dealhs.  "I  suppose  the  whole  number  in  the  town  during  the 
year." 

Cambridge. — Births,  "  More  full  than  some  which  have  preceded  it  As  our 
city  contains  nearly  fifleen  thousand  inhabitants,  I  think  the  whole  number  of 
births  has  exceeded  five  hundred  during  the  year;  one  of  our  principal  physicians 
says  *  at  least  six  hundred.' " — Marriages,  "  The  return  is  very  imperfect,  em- 
bracing less  than  half  the  marriages  which  have  probably  been  solemnized  in 
Cambridge  during  the  last  year.  In  that  period,  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
certificates  of  publishment  were  issued  from  this  office,  in  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  of  which  the  female  party  was  of  Cambridge.  Of  this  number,  only 
fifly-two  are  here  returned,  the  other  ten  marriages  being  of  persons  not  here 

published,  neitlier  of  the  parties  residing  in  this  city.    Rev.  Mr. ,  of  the 

catholic  church,  who  probably  solemnizes  more  marriages  than  any  other  one  in- 
dividual in  Cambridge,  has  never  made  a  return  to  this  office.    Rev.  Mr. , 

of  one  of  the  unitarian  churches,  has  made  no  return  since  his  settlement  in 
Cambridge,  some  fourteen  or  fifleen  years.  So  long  as  clergymen  disregard  the 
law  and  make  imperfect  returns,  or  none,  it  is  idle  to  hope  for  accuracy  or  full- 
ness in  the  general  annual  return  to  your  office." — Deaths,  "  The  return  em- 
braces nearly  all  which  have  occurred  during  the  year.  In  some  respects,  it  is 
imperfect,  but  it  is  the  best  which  the  materials  within  my  reach  enable  me  to 
make." 

Concord. — Births.  "I  have  not  received  the  returns  from  the  school  com- 
mittee." 

Groton. — Births.  "  Not  all  returned  by  the  school  committee." — Marriages 
and  Deaths.    "  Accurate  and  complete." 

HoLLisTON. — "  This  law  is  getting  into  favor  as  its  operation  is  seen." — Births. 
"  I  think  this  return  correct,  or  very  nearly  so.  Five  cents  each  is  quite  too 
small  a  fee  to  get  this  work  of  collecting  births  done  correctly." — Marriages.  "I 
have  used  your  certificates  for  the  last  few  months,  and  clergymen  like  the  plan, 
as  our  filling  the  blanks  relieves  them  of  one  very  unpleasant  part  of  their  duty. 
I  think  our  fee  too  small  for  this ;  one  can  afiTord  to  pay  a  dollar  if  he  gets  a  good 
wife,  and  I  certainly  would  charge  him  nothing  in  any  difiTerent  state  of  the  case. 
I  think  the  return  is  nearly  correct.  The  proper  officers  are  yearly  using  more 
effijrts  to  perform  their  duty,  and  I  think  by  the  next,  they  may  be  perfect,  if  in- 
deed they  are  not  so  already.    I  think  the  registration  law  a  good  one,  deducting 
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a  few  small  imperfections,  and  hope  it  may  be  carried  into  effect  to  its  foil 
extent" — Dttdhs.  **  This  return  is  believed  to  be  correct ;  but  I  think  if  one 
person  should  collect  all  the  births  and  deaths,  and  have  a  fair  compensation  al- 
lowed him,  the  returns  would  be  more  perfect ;  the  compensation  is  so  small,  that 
obedience  to  the  law  and  the  importance  of  the  matter  are  the  chief  incenti?es 
to  the  work,  and  the  best  reason  why  they  are  obtained  so  well  as  they  are." 

Lexington. — Deaths.    "The  return  is  not  correct,  in  consequence  of  the  death 
of  one  uf  the  sextons,  and  from  whom  no  return  has  been  received." 
Lincoln. — Marriagea,    "  All  that  have  been  returned." 
Lowell. — Marriages,    "  The  list  is  believed  to  be  complete." 
Natick. — "When  I  made  the  last  annual  return  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths  in  tliis  town,  I  thought  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  our  next  return  would 
be  more  perfect ;  in  that  hope  I  have  been  wofully  disappointed.     No  return  has 
ever  been  so  meagre.    I  have  used  every  reasonable  means  in  my  power,  withoat 
resorting  to  physical  force,  to  accomplish  an  object  so  much  desired  as  a  correct 
return,  but  all  to  no  purpose.    The  law  is  a  dead  letter."    "  I  believe  the  town 
clerks  discharge  the  duties  of  their  office  with  as  strict  fidelity  as  any  grade  of 
officers  in  the  Commonwealth ;  but  the  Legislature  has  seen  fit  to  impose  a  fine  of 
ten  dollars  for  neglect  of  duty  in  making  their  returns,  while  all  other  persons, 
whose  duty  is  much  less  onerous,  go  free." 
Newton. — Births,    "  Probably  above  one  hundred  in  reality." 
Ttnosborouoh. — Marriages,    "Most  of  our  people  go  to  Nashua,  N.  IL, 
where  they  are  married  without  being  published." — Deaths.    "  The  sexton  his 
never  made  a  return  of  deaths ;  the  minutes  for  the  return  were  obtained  by  going 
to  the  sexton  and  copying  from  his  book  (very  imperfectly  kept),  and  by  informa- 
tion received  from  friends  of  the  deceased,  when  particularly  called  on  by  me." 

Westford. — Deaths.  "  I  am  unable  to  make  an  accurate  return,  although  I 
have  distributed  blanks  and  requested  that  they  should  be  filled  up  and  returned 
to  me.  The  return  contains  about  one  half  the  number  which  have  taken  place." 
WoBURN. — "The  returns  are  as  perfect  as  I  could  possibly  make  them;  I 
have  spent  more  time,  and  been  to  more  trouble  than  any  previous  year,  yet  it  is 
not  correct." — Births.  "  It  has  been  impossible  for  the  assessors  to  ascertain 
births  happening  in  some  families,  even  upon  inquiry  of  the  father  or  mother; 
some  forget,  when  called  upon  for  information,  that  any  event  of  the  kind  bu 
happened  in  their  families,  it  being  with  them  an  occurrence  not  at  all  uncom- 
mon ;  others,  I  presume,  do  not  wish  to  have  it  known  that  the  population  of  the 
town  is  increasing  so  fast  as  it  actually  is.  The  following  will  show  the  number 
of  births  returned,  and  the  sources  from  which  the  information  is  derived."  ''I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  these  are  all  the  births  that  have  happened  in  Wobam 
for  the  past  year.  The  fact  that  only  three  quarters  of  the  whole  number  of 
births  are  returned  to  me  from  proper  sources,  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the 
difficulties  of  making  out  a  full  and  perfect  record.  The  fault  is  not  owing  to 
the  assessors;  they  do  all  their  duty.  I  think  if  the  duty  of  ascertaining  birtlw 
rested  with  town  clerks,  or  with  the  prudential  district  committees  rather  than  the 
town  committees,  some  of  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  might  be  obviated ; 
and  make  it  the  duty  of  fathers  to  return,  to  proper  persons,  all  births  bsppeninf 
in  their  families  within  a  limited  lime,  or  be  subject  to  a  fine;  and  further  ntke 
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it  the  duty  of  every  person  appointed  to  receive  such  returns  to  prosecute  all  vio* 
lations  of  the  law,  or  be  fined  himself." — MarriagtB.  "  The  whole  number  of 
marriages  was  thirty.  The  number  of  intentions  of  marriage  entered  with  me 
was  fifty -six;  nearly  one  half  of  those  published  in  town  were  not  married  here." 
No  Returns  of  births  from  ^cion,  ^ahby.  Concord,  and  Slow;  and  of  deaths 
from  Framinghamf  SomervilU,  and  ffaltrtoum. 

WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

AcBURif. — Marriages,  "  Although  the  number  returned  is  very  small,  yet  it  is 
believed  that  it  is  correct  It  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion 
of  persons,  intending  marriage,  make  a  short  tour  to  Connecticut,  and  come  back, 
having  carried  their  intentions  into  effect  under  the  liberal  and  summary  laws  of 
that  Sute." 

Berlin. — Marriages.  "  Three  couple  have  been  married  by  clergymen  out  of 
town,  who  have  not  made  returns  to  me." 

Blackstone. — Births.  "The  return  is  not  as  accurate  as  I  could  wish,  but 
as  much  so  as  could  be  made  from  the  information  obtained." — Deaths.  "  Not 
accurate  in  some  respects.  Many  of  our  population  are  foreigners,  from  whom  it 
is  almoH  impossible  to  obtain  information." 

DuDLET. — **  The  clergymen  are  very  prompt  in  making  their  returns,  the  sexton 
rather  negligent,  and  the  school  committee  made  no  return  at  all,  nor  will  they, 
unless  there  is  a  penalty  in  the  law,  or  a  greater  compensation  to  induce  them." 

H OLDEN. — Births.  **I  believe  the  return  is  correct." — Marriages.  "  I  believe 
the  number  to  be  correct" 

NoRTHBOROCtiB. — Births,  "  The  same  old  difiSculty  remains  yet,  about  get- 
ting the  information  out  of  which  to  make  our  returns ;  the  return  probably  em- 
braces less  than  one  half  of  the  births  in  this  town  for  the  year.  Only  two  out 
of  five  of  the  school  committee  have  made  any  return  at  all ;  they  were  furnished 
with  blanks  containing  the  proper  directions  for  their  proceedings,  also  a  request 
endorsed  on  them,  to  be  returned  on  or  before  the  first  of  June.  It  would  be 
about  as  cheap  to  pay  the  fine  and  let  the  whole  business  go,  as  to  try  to  keep  the 
records  under  present  circumstances.  There  are  several  deficiencies  in  the  rec- 
ord of  deaths,  also  some  in  the  marriage  record." 

Oxford. — Births.  "  The  school  committee  did  not  choose  to  collect  any,  and 
did  not  return  any  for  record.  The  town  clerk  for  the  past  year  died  about  the 
first  of  February,  and  ho  had  made  no  record  since  the  last  return ;  consequently 
there  are  none  to  return,  except  the  few  which  I  have  picked  up  in  my  vicinity." 
— Deaiks.    "  I  return  what  occurred  afler  the  decease  of  the  former  town  clerk." 

Templeton. — Births.  "  The  return  is  very  imperfect,  not  containing  probably 
more  than  one  fiflh  of  the  whole  number  in  the  town.  The  school  committee  in- 
formed me  that  they  had  made  arrangements  with  the  assessors  to  get  and  make 
to  me  a  return.    I  forward  all  which  I  obtained  from  them." 

No  Returns  from  Upton. 
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Amherst. — Births*  "Very  nearly  complete,  although  obtained  at  considera- 
ble trouble  on  my  own  part,  for,  had  it  been  left  to  the  school  committee,  it  would 
not  have  been  one  third  the  return  as  made." — Marriagea.  "  All  returned." — 
Deaths.  "  I  return  all  that  have  cume  to  my  knowledge,  having  received  but 
eight  certificates  from  the  sextons.  It  is  impossible  lor  the  town  clerk  to  make 
full  returns,  with  the  very  little  aid  he  receives ;  and  until  the  Commoowealth  or 
town  are  willing  to  pay  sextons  and  others  as  much  for  services  as  they  can 
earn  in  sawing  wood,  they  will,  on  the  calculation  of  loss  and  gain,  take  care  not 
to  trouble  themselves  to  make  reports.  As  it  is  here,  the  clerk  must  do  all,  or 
nearly  all,  or  the  work  is  not  done,  and  the  returns  must  be  made  very  incom- 
plete." 

Belchertown. — " The  returns  are,  in  the  main,  correct,  although  it  has  cost 
me  considerable  eflfort  to  get  them." — Births,  **  I  have  had  no  return  from  the 
school  committee,  but  have  registered  them  as  they  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
and  from  information  received  of  our  physicians.  There  seems  to  be  no  interest 
manifested  among  parents  to  have  the  births  of  their  childien  registered,  and 
there  are  therefore,  without  doubt,  a  few  which  I  have  not  returned." — Alarriages 
and  Dtaihs.    **  I  believe  the  returns  are  correct" 

Easthahpton. — Births.  "The  school  committee  have  made  no  return.  I 
have  been  waiting  for  them  to  make  a  return ;  therefore  I  have  not  the  informa- 
tion that  I  should  have  had  if  it  had  not  been  their  duty  to  make  a  return.  I  think 
that  if  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  town  clerk,  or  some  other  man,  to  get  the  in- 
formation and  make  the  return,  and  a  reasonable  compensation  given,  tlie  returns 
would  be  more  perfect  than  they  now  are.  If  you  want  your  returns  correct,  the 
less  number  employed  in  making  them  the  better.  It  might  be  otherwise  in 
cities,  but  I  think  that,  in  the  country,  if  the  returns  were  made  wholly  by  one 
man,  they  would  be  more  correct" — Marriages.  "  I  return  two,  which  is  all  that 
have  been  solemnized  in  town.  Some  have  gone  out  of  the  Stale." — Deaths,  **  We 
have  no  sextons,  which  is  the  case  with  one  half  of  the  towns  in  the  State." 

Enfield. — Marriages. — "All  which  liave  taken  place;  although  four  couples, 
not  included  in  the  list,  have  been  married  out  of  the  Commonwealth." 

Qreeitwich. — "The  return  was  obtained  from  the  attending  physicians;  it  is 
not  definite." 

MiDDLEFiELD. — Morrioges  9ind  Deaths. — "A  tiue  copy  of  the  record,  and  as 
full  as  I  am  able  to  give." 

Pklham. — Births  and  Deaths.    "  I  have  no  return  or  record." 

pREScoTT. — Marriages.  "  There  have  been  twelve  couple  published  the  past 
year,  but  only  one  half  that  number  have  been  married  in  Prescott,  as  appears  by 
the  return,  which  I  think  is  correct" 

SoiTTH  IIadlet. — Births.  "I  believe  the  return  to  be  correct  Several  mills 
were  burnt  in  May,  1846,  and,  within  six  months,  sixty -five  families  left  town, 
from  whom  no  return  could  be  obtained,  which  accounts  for  the  falling  off  froin 
previous  returns." — Marriages,  "  Probably  two  not  returned." — Deaths,  "  The 
return  does  not  include  those  in  the  second  parish.    I  have  endeavored  to  obtftltt 
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them,  but  have  not  yet  succeeded ;  there  were  not  probably  more  than  three  or 
four  in  that  parish." 

Ware. — Deaths.  "  The  return  is  imperfect ;  probably  but  about  three  fourths 
of  the  real  number." 

WiLLiAMSBORo. — Maniages,  "All  that  have  been  returned  to  me,  bat  the 
whole  number  is  probably  ten  or  twelve." 

No  Returns  from  JVbrmch;  of  births  from  Chesterfield  and  Easthan^fdan ; 
and  of  births  and  deaths  from  Pelham, 

HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 

Blandford. — Marriages.  "All  that  have  been  returned  to  me,  but  I  think 
not  more  than  two  thirds  that  have  taken  place." 

Granville. — Marriages.  "Clergymen  fail  to  make  returns  to  me  regularly. 
I  have  supplied  the  record  as  far  as  my  knowledge  allows." — Deaths.  "For  the 
past  year  there  have  been  no  returns  rendered  to  the  town  clerk.  There  is  no 
regular  sexton  in  Granville,  although  there  are  eight  grave-yards." 

Palmer. — Deaths.  "  I  as  yet  have  never  been  able  to  get  any  returns  of  deaths 
in  our  place,  but  we  are  making  ariangements  this  year  so  as  to  get  them  as 
nearly  as  we  possibly  can." 

West  Springfieu). — Births.  "  As  was  the  case  last  year  in  regard  to  the 
return  of  births,  so  it  is  this;  not  one  has  been  returne'd  to  me  by  the  committee. 
I  let  them  have  one  set  of  the  blanks  you  sent  me  in  the  spring,  and  as  they  have 
not  returned  them  up  to  this  date,  my  last  day  according  to  law,  I  think  they  are 
blanks  still.  While  \  am  liable  to  a  fine  for  not  returning  the  list  to  you,  the 
school  committee  do  as  they  please  about  collecting  and  sending  them  to  me  for 
record  and  return." 

No  Returns  of  births  from  Ludloto  and  Wtti  Springfield;  and  of  deaths  from 
Granville  and  Palmer. 

FRANKUN  COUNTY. 

Bernardston. — Births.  "  The  return  was  prepared  by  Dr.  E.  W.  Carpenter, 
one  of  the  most  respectable  physicians  in  this  town,  and  is,  I  believe,  perfectly 
accurate.  Dr.  Carpenter  labors  in  this  matter  for  the  good  of  the  public,  and  for 
posterity.  Will  not  every  town  in  our  beloved  Commonwealth  do  as  well  ?  I 
trust  it  will  soon  be  so." — Marriages.  "  This  town  is  situated  on  the  line  of  the 
State  of  Vermont ;  in  that  State,  persons  are  married  without  any  previous  pub- 
lishuient;  many  persons,  therefore,  go  from  this  town  to  Vermont  to  be  married ; 
the  number  I  have  no  means  of  knowing,  probably  four  or  five  couple  annually." 

Coleraine. — Births  and  Marriages.  "The  returns  are  as  perfect  as  could  be 
made  from  the  facts  received  at  this  office." 

Greenfield. — Births  and  Deaths.  "Never  returned  to  me." — Marriages, 
"All  that  have  been  returned  to  me." 

Hlatb. — Births.  "The  school  committee  made  their  return  so  incorrectly 
that  I  cannot  record  thom." — Marriages.  **  None  returned  in  the  form  for  return 
to  the  SecreUry's  ofQce.^—Deaihs.  "  All  that  have  been  returned  to  the  clerk'f 
office,  though  but  a  small  part  of  the  whole  number." 

3 


18  SIXTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 

Letden.— BtriJ^.  "Substantially  correcV^Marriagtt.  "All  thtt  have 
taken  place." — Deaths.    "  Full,  and  substantially  correct," 

O&ANGE. — Biriha.  "  The  return  of  the  school  committee  was  very  imperfect 
in  part  of  the  town,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able,  I  have  supplied  the  deficien- 
cies, but  many  names  and  dates  are  still  omitted." 

Shutesburt. — Births  and  Deaths.    "  No  return  has  been  made  to  roe.** 

SuifDERLAifD. — Deaths.  "The  return  is  not  perfect,  but  is  more  so  than  any 
former  one  I  have  made." 

Warwick. — Births.  "  A  correct  return  of  all  that  have  occurred  in  town ; 
our  school  committee  have  spared  no  pains  in  their  duty  in  this  matter,  and  I  be- 
lieve they  have  been  successful  in  making  a  very  correct  return  to  me." — Mar" 
riages.  "  All  that  have  taken  place." — Deaths.  "  I  believe  the  number  is  cor- 
rect" 

No  Returns  from  Conway j  J^orthjield  and  Rowe;  of  births  and  deaths  from 
Greenfield  and  Shuteshury ;  of  marriages  from  Heath, 

BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Alford. — Deaths.  "  The  return  is  far  from  being  correct,  because  the  town 
has  not  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  act,  and  chosen  a  sexton.  I  have 
obtained  the  particulars  myself." 

Becket. — Births  and  Deaths.    "  No  returns  have  been  made  to  me." 

Dalton. — Marriages  and  Deaths.  "  No  interest  is  taken  by  any  one  to  make 
returns,  or  inform  the  clerk  of  marriages  or  deaths.  Of  the  mortality  among  chil- 
dren, which  is  greater  than  usual,  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  particulars." 

Florioa. — Marriages.  "  For  the  return  for  this  town,  I  would  refer  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  Vt.  The  fees  and  de- 
lays consequent  on  a  publishment  of  the  banns  of  matrimony  are  more  than  the 
contracting  parties  are  generally  able  to  bear." 

Haitcock. — Marriages.  "  People  about  to  marry  generally  avail  themselves  of 
the  privilege  of  going  into  the  State  of  New  York  to  have  the  ceremony  per- 
formed. This  is  the  second  year  of  my  serving  as  town  clerk,  and  I  have  never 
been  called  upon  to  publish  a  couple  as  yet,  for  the  reason  as  above  stated." 

Lanesborough. — Births.  "  The  list  is  as  correct  and  specific  as  circumstanceB 
will  admit" 

Lee* — Births.  "  The  record  is  not  so  full  as  it  ought  to  be.  I  have  exerted 
myself,  since  I  came  into  office,  to  get  as  many  as  possible ;  but  afler  all,  I  am 
satisfied  that  not  half  of  the  number  of  births  is  on  record.  I  spoke  early  to  one 
of  the  school  committee,  who  well  knew  his  duty,  but  he  has  not  made  a  single 
return." 

New  AnHTOKD.— Births.  "I  believe,  all  that  have  taken  place.  I  have  ob- 
tained them  by  personal  application  to  the  parents." 

^LAitfTiwhD.—Births.  "  The  school  committee  of  Plainfield  thinking  the  com- 
pensation for  ascertaining  and  reporting  births  to  the  town  clerk  insufficient,  and 
believing  that  no  penalty  is  annexed  to  the  neglect,  they  have  ever  omitted  to  do 
it  altogether.  I  have  Uken  much  pains  to  ascerUin  the  births  (although  I  think 
the  compensation  altogether  inadaqotte),  jet,  pcobablj,  I  have  not  recuroed 
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one." — Deaths*  "  No  sexton  has  ever  reported  to  me  a  death.  I  have  learnt  the 
deaths,  as  well  as  I  can,  from  the  clergymen  of  the  place." 

West  Stocks  ridge. — "  I  have  delayed  making  my  retnmii  beyond  the  time 
required  by  law,  hoping  to  be  able  to  make  my  records  more  perfect ;  but  I  can- 
not obtain  the  information." — Birtha  and  Marriagu,  "  I  think  the  returns  are 
perfect" — Deaths.  "  I  shall  never  be  able  to  make  a  perfect  record  of  deaths.  I 
suppose  there  have  been  twenty-five  or  thirty  during  the  last  year,  but  I  can  re- 
turn but  eleven." 

No  Returns  from  ChuMre,  Great  Baningtony  and  Sand^fidd ;  of  births  and 
deaths  from  Btcktt ;  of  deaths  from  Dalton  and  Stockbridge, 

NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

BaooKLiifE. — Births.  ^'The  return  is  believed  to  be  correct;  it  was  made 
(torn  inquiry  made  at  each  house  in  town." — Marriages.  ^  All  which  I  have 
been  informed  have  taken  place ;  but  one  of  the  clergymen  has  made  any  re- 
turn."— Deaths.    "  A  correct  return." 

CoHASSET. — Deaths,  "  As  we  have  no  superintendent  of  burying  grounds,  and 
every  man  employs  whom  he  will  to  bury  his  dead,  it  is  with  much  difficulty  that 
correct  information  is  obtained.  I  think  it  should  be  made  the  duty  of  clergymen 
to  fill  your  certificates  and  return  them  to  the  clerk,  and,  if  five  cents  won't  induce 
them  to  do  it,  fine  them  fifly  dollars  if  they  don't" 

Medwat. — "  The  whole  number  has  not  been  returned ;  it  is  hoped  that  the 
records  next  year  will  be  more  full." 

RoxBDRT. — "  The  returns  are  very  nearly  correct,  as  much  so  as  is  possible, 
having  given  a  careful  attention  to  the  subject  myself." — Births.  **  The  returns 
were  taken  by  a  person  authorized  by  the  school  committee,  who  went  to  all  the 
families  in  the  city." — Marriages.  **  The  form  of  certificate  of  intention  of  mar- 
riage which  I  obtained  from  you  I  have  continued  to  use,  and  the  blanks  have 
been  filled  up  by  me  at  the  time  of  publishment,  thereby  saving  the  trouble  and 
inconvenience  to  the  persons  who  solemnize  the  marriage,  who  are  reqnired  to  do 
it  at  that  time." — Deaths.  ''The  returns  were  made  by  the  undertakers,  who 
filled  out  blanks  which  I  obtained  from  your  office,  which  I  sent  to  them." 

Stouohton. — Births.  "  This  return  is  a  most  wretched  affiiir,  imperfect  in 
numbers,  many  not  being  returned  at  all,  and  some  with  only  the  month  the  birth 
took  place.  It  is  as  returned  by  the  school  committee,  save  some  few  corrections 
which  occur  from  my  own  knowledge." — Deaths.  "  The  return  is  believed  to 
contain  the  full  number." 

Wbtmouth. — Deaths.  "  The  return  is  not  correct,  one  of  the  school  commit- 
tee (to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  return  of  deaths)  not  having  made  any  return, 
his  district  comprising  from  one  fifth  to  one  fonrth  part  of  the  town." 

No  Returns  from  Braintru. 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

DioHTON. — Deaths.  **  I  suppow  there  have  been  more  within  the  last  year,  but 
they  have  not  been  reported  to  me  in  a  way  which  I  could  record,  and  I  haf<e 
made  perBoaal  inqoiriefl  for  most  I  ha?e  recorded." 
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Fairhaven. — Birlha,  "  The  school  committee  again  refuse  to  do  their  duty 
in  ascertaining  them,  consequently  there  are  no  returns." — Deaths.  **  One  sexton 
only  has  made  his  return  to  the  clerk's  office.** 

NoRTOX. — Marriages.  "  I  have  published  twenty-one  couples  ;  only  eight  hav« 
been  returned,  and  seven  of  them  by  one  person.  I  presume  all  the  persons  have 
been  married.  I  have  shown  the  law  to  a  number  of  clergymen ;  if  they  have 
joined  any  persons  in  marriage,  they  have  not  made  any  returns  to  me." 

Pawtdcket. — Births.  "I  believe  the  return  comprises  the  whole  during  the 
year,  and  the  information  is  as  full  and  correct  as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  afler 
visiting  every  family,  personally,  under  the  direction  of  the  school  committee. 
My  opinion  is,  that,  if  it  were  made  the  duty  of  town  clerks  to  collect  births  and 
deaths,  the  returns  would  be  much  more  complete  and  satisfactory." — Marriages. 
"The  returns  are  as  near  complete  as  the  information  supplied  to  me  by  clergy- 
men will  admit  I  hope  the  next  will  be  more  perfect,  as  T  have  adopted  the  plan 
recommended  of  getting  the  information  myself,  as  far  as  practicable." — Deaths. 
"The  return  is  very  incomplete,  owing,  mainly,  to  the  sexton's  failure  in  getting 
the  necessary  information ;  I  have  been  obliged  to  collect  them  mostly  by  per- 
sonal inquiries." 

Seekonk. — Deaths.    "  None  returned." 

Taukton. — Births.  "The  returns  have  been  faithfully  drawn  off  from  the 
separate  records  of  each  member  of  the  school  committee." 

No  Returns  of  births  from  Fairhaven ;  and  of  deaths  from  Dartmouth  and 
Seekonk. 

PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

Abinoton. — Births.  "There  have  probably  been  some  others,  cooceming 
which  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  information." 

Carver. — Births  and  Deaths.    "  I  have  received  no  returns." 

East  Bridoewater. — Deaths.  "The  returns  are  incomplete  as  to  number, 
and  in  some  other  respects.  There  are  two  sextons,  only  one  of  whom  has  made 
a  return  to  me." 

HiivGHAH. — Births.  "  I  have  been  waiting  for  a  full  return,  presuming  that 
this  does  not  contain  the  names  of  all  the  children,  and  have  concluded  to  wait  no 
longer,  but  return  the  names  of  all  that  I  have  received." 

Id AMBTiELD.— Births.  "  No  others  have  occurred."— *WarruigM.  "  All  that 
have  taken  place,  with  the  exception  of  one,  which  has  not  been  returned  to  me." 
— Deaths.    "  No  others  have  occurred." 

Plympton. — ^The  town  clerk  reports  the  returns  as  embracing  every  birth, 
marriage  and  death  which  has  occurred  in  the  town. 

No  Returits  from  Middteborough ;  of  births  and  deaths  from  Duxhury;  and 
of  deaths  from  Carver. 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Wbllflbet.— Jlforru^get.  '*  All  that  have  been  returned  to  me,  but  not  nearly 
all  that  have  occurred."--/)ecrfJb.  «  Probably  the  return  contaios  one  third  of  the 
number  which  have  occorred.    We  have  three  aeitons  in  town,  and  I  have  aaked 


NOTES.  21 

them  to  keep  a  list  of  the  deaths  in  their  own  parishes,  but  have  received  retoras 
but  from  one;  therefore  you  can  see  the  inexpediency  of  depending  upon  them." 

Yarmouth. — Marriages,  "  There  have  been  two  or  three  more,  of  which  no 
returns  have  been  made  at  this  ofl5ce." 

Nu  Returns  from  Dennis  and  Truro, 

DUKES  COUNTY. 

TiSBURT. — Deaths.  *'  The  return  contains  the  best  information  I  can  furnish. 
We  have  no  sexton  to  attend  to  the  duty  required  by  law,  consequently  I  have  at- 
tended to  it  myself,  and  have  gathered  the  facts  from  physicians,  and  others. 
There  have  been  six  or  eight  more  than  I  have  returned,  but,  as  they  have  taken 
place  in  a  remote  part  of  the  town,  I  could  not  obtain  the  particulars,  except  at 
codsiderable  trouble  and  expense." 
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Table  I.     1.  Abstract  of  the  Returns  of  Births, 

in  the  several  Counties^  for  each  month  of  the  year  end'mg  April  30,  1?47. 


Month. 


May,  .  . 
June,  .  . 
July,  .  . 
August,  . 
September, 
October,  . 
No?ember, 
December, 
January,  . 
February,  . 
Much, 
Aprili  •     • 

Total,  .     . 

Month  not 
ttated,     . 

Grand  total. 


Sex. 


Male,  .     • 
F^eiiiale,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male, . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  . 
Female,    . 
Not  staled, 
Male,  . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  • 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male, . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  . 
Female,    • 
Not  stated, 
Male,  . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male, . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female, 
Not  stated,' 


Male,.     .in'ilGSOl.')?! 

Female,    .  1 155 15^2:)! *Zfr2 

Not  stated,     16 

Male, . 

Female, 

Not  sUted,     1 1 

•     2348317l>{91 


6I0;$)82  501  873  1716 1903  1040 


waaox^ 


Table  I.     2.  Births  ;    Plurauty  Cases. 


Su. 

COONTIEa 

Uonth. 

1 

1 

1 

1:    . 
E    ' 
1 
S    i 

111 

jl 

1 

1 

t 

.  1 

t  Tout. 

2 

M.y.     .      . 
June,    .      . 
Jalj,     .      . 
ADgatt,      . 

Male..      . 

FciiiBle.    . 
Not  slated 

Male,.      . 
Female.    . 
Not  Btnled 
MaEe.  .      . 
Female.    . 
Not  dialed 
Male.  .     - 
Female,    . 
Not  staled 
Male, .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  staled 
Male,  .      . 
Female,    . 
Not  suited 
M.le,.     . 
Female.    . 
N...  auied. 
Mnle,  .      . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male..      . 
Female,     . 
Not  staled, 
Male.  .      . 
Female,    . 
Not  staled, 
Male.  .      . 
Female,    . 
Nut  stated , 
Male, .     . 
Female.    . 
Not  stated, 

3 

a 
a 

s 

"a 

a 

4 

'g 

5 

1 

1 
3 

'a 

3 
3 

4 

a 
1 

5 

'a 

'a  ! 

•i  '. 
a  *a  '. 

a  . 

'.    "4 
*i  '4 

'.     a 

*4 

a 
"1 

'9 

'i 
3 

'a 

a 

"2 
3 

] 

'a 
'a 

'] 

1 

"s 

■ 

'4 

'i  ! 

3  . 

'1  ! 
1  . 

:  '1 

'2  "3 
.       1 

*a  '. 
"a  ; 

.       8 
4 

's 

.      11 

'.    is 

.      13 
i      16 

September, 
October,    . 
Nwember, 
December, 
Janunry,     . 
February,  . 
M-rch,      . 
April,  .     . 

2 

'l 
3 

3 

'a 

a 
s 

4 

'a 

"a 
I 

a ;  ■] 
'a  ; 

1  '.    'a 

*2   ! 

'1  'a 

'4 
a  "i 

S|    1 

"2  "4 

:  .= 

'.       8 
.       6 

'.      "0 
5 

:  30 

.      18 

."    'e 
.    la 

!    10 

.       6 

'b 

.       9 

'.      17 
.      U 

:  20 

.      10 

Total,  .      . 

Male,  .      . 
Female.    . 
Not  elated. 

51 

QH 

90 
23 

5  la    a 

I      4     4 

7    Ifi 
II    14 

12 

ID 

10 
4 

e   4 

4     2 

1    143 
1    113 

GranrI  total. 

.          .      |« 

42 

A/ 

6    Ifi     (i 

18;  ao   23|  14 

la   fi 

8  956 
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Table  IL    1.  Abstract  op  the  Returns  of  Marriages, 

in  the  several  Counliea,  for  each  month  of  the  year  ending 
AprU^,  1847. 


CODBtlH. 

" 

J 

i\ 

1 

1 

J 

j 

1 

1 

^ 

} 

Month 

ToUL 

Essex,      . 

m 

S4 

57  46 

54 

91 

137 

83 

53 

45 

43 

53 

17 

era 

MidJiwejc, 

I;J6 

104 

61 1  86 

9B 

156 

193 

1*1 

127 

88 

G8 

118 

a 

1386 

Worcesler, 

93 

55 

31   43 

80 

76 

123 

79 

52 

^ 

63 

US 

5 

834 

Hampshire, 

IS 

10 

13     8 

19 

20 

31 

18 

15 

0 

.2 

15 

1 

m 

Hampden, 

21 

23 

14j  15 

21 

23 

32 

90 

10 

10 

18 

26 

1 

233 

fmnklio,  . 

17 

8 

3     6 

IS 

12 

27 

16 

8 

» 

4 

13 

4 

141 

Berkshire, 

II 

8 

4 

11 

11 

9 

15 

13 

7 

6 

9 

9 

2 

115 

Norfolk,    . 

38 

3t 

23 

m 

3fi 

49 

68 

54 

33 

23 

ai 

47 

451 

Briatol,     . 

54 

51 

3ii 

35 

AC 

5(! 

55 

4G 

53 

32 

29 

30 

6 

933 

Plymouth, 

2D 

24 

25 

15 

35 

47 

58 

29 

34 

2a 

» 

25 

3 

300 

■Bsrnelable, 

13 

4 

8 

13 

II 

22 

47 

22 

24 

23 

16 

13 

1 

917 

Dukes,      . 

3 

2 

4 

5 

» 

3 

3 

a 

1 

0 

31 

Nantucket, 

' 

10 

' 

6 

5 

= 

8 

5'. 

3    4 

sr 

Tot.1.   . 

SOH 

m 

■WJ 

tio 

^45i57ll 

/W 

■^u 

J2C 

300 

•101 '454 

4i 

5350 

MARRIAGES. 


:.E  II.     2.  Conditions  and  Ages  of  Parties  to 
Marriages, 

for  Ihe  year  ending  the  30rt  of  April,  1847. 
(1.)    B&TWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  HAIDS. 


Aoi  or  T«»  WoHU. 

AaiorTKiHi*. 

1 

s 

s 
S 

S 
SI 

5 

3 

s 

S 

2 
3 

2 

S 

3 

i 

3 

S 

s 
i 

i 
s 

1 

■ 

1! 

3 

35 
31 

: 
"i 

:■ 

; 

»51 

Tdial. 

rnderSO,  ,      . 
201o25,     .      . 
a5to:!0,     .      . 
30to:t^     .      . 
a5w40,     .      . 
4010  45,     .     . 
4.'ito50,     .      . 
50  to  55,     .      . 
55to<»,    .     . 
60to«5,     .     . 
65  to  70,     .      . 
70  lo  75,     .      . 
75toP0,     .     . 
SOsndupwirds, 
Afre  of  men  not 
■Uled,      .     . 

40 

377 
32 
10 

I 
1 

11 

18 

9!t8 
BIKt 

lie 

25 

a 

I 

20 

100 
27:J 

7^ 
40 
4 
2 
2 

8 

12 

.1! 

23 

: 

5 
1 

3 

i 

8 

a 

5 
5 
2 

1 

'a 

4 

1 

1 
1 

; 
■ 

1833 
1376 
277 

loe 

19 
15 
7 

1 
393 

Tot»l,     .     . 

1057 

1845507 

119  ;« 

8     8:  . 

4  If!  :{!)89 

(«.) 

BETWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  WIDOWS. 

tinder  20,  .     . 
20  lo  ^5,     .     . 
35  to  30,    .     . 
30  to  35,     .      . 
35  lo  40,    .     . 
40  to  45,     .      . 
45lo50,     .      . 
50  lo  55,     ,      . 
fi5to(M).     .      . 
60  lo  fi5,     .      . 
6510  70,     .      . 
70lo75,     .      . 
75  to  80.     .     . 
80  and  upwards. 
Aire  of  Ihe  men 
not  stated,      . 

1 
1 

a 

i) 
3 

3 
II 

a 

2 
3 

'l 

'3 
ft 
9 

1 
9 

I 
I 
I 

'a 
ft 

1 

■ 

: 
1 

'1 
"2 
"4 

'2 

1 

'1 

'1 
1 

i 

; 

; 

17 

3 
15 
33 
18 
11 
8 
(t 
9 
5 
9 

*1 
17 

Tonl.     .     . 

3 

20 

SI 

3) 

^1    1 

_n 

_9 

_: 

_! 

_L 

^ 

.  1? 

121 
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(3.)    BETWEEN  WIDOWERS  AND  MAIDS. 


Agi  of  th<  Womis. 

AOE  or  rut  Hek 

i 

5 

a 

i 

k 

§ 

s 

3 

3 

% 

S 

3 

1 

s 

? 
i 

; 

E 

^ 

Tinder  20,  .      . 

sotoaT  .    . 

25to:i0,     .     . 
30to:W,     .     . 
35  to  40,     .      . 
40  to  45,     .     . 
45  to  50,     .     . 
50  to  55,     .      . 
fiSloHO,     .      . 
fiOtofW,     .      . 
«5to70,     .     . 
70  to  75.     .     . 
75toR0,     .     . 
fiO  and  upwards. 
-Age  of  men  not 
staled,      .     . 

'■7 
13 
9 
3 
2 
1 

5tl 
38 
18 
13 
3 
1 

5 

2 
24 
22 
l!J 
12 

3 

'l 

1 

'a 
le 

IS 

» 

3 

1 

3 

'a 

3 
12 
12 

8 
2 
2 

] 

1 

lii 

■ 

3 
S 
f 

f 

I 

"27 

'l 

3 
4 

3 
7 
S 

! 

■ 

2 
S 
4 

1 
1 

"l 

'l 

44 

90 

se 
ea 

71 

Si 

37 

le 

SI 

fi 

1 
1 
I 

a 

Totnl.     .     . 

34 

1*1 

81 

fS 

ao 

10 

1 

4!l 

*'j* 

(4.)    BETWEEN  WIDOWERS  AND  WIDOWS. 


Under  20,  .      . 

aotoa5.    .    . 

25to:W,     .      . 
30  to  .1.5,     .      . 
35  to  40,     .     . 
40 10  45,     .     . 
45  to  50,     .     . 
SO  to  55,     .     . 
35to(iO,     ,     . 
60iofi5,     .     . 
65  to  70,     .     . 
70  to  75.     .     . 
75toe0.     .     . 
BO  and  upwards. 
Age  of  men  not 
.tated,      .     . 

'a 

4 

a 
"i 

4 
2 

1 

] 

1 

1 

•, 

4 
S 
i:t 
5 

] 
1 

1 

6 
3 

4 
5 
J 

S 

1 

2 

fi 

3 
2 
2 

's 

4 

'4 
4 

1 

15 

'l 

1 
4 

a 

'i 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

10 

1 
3 
11 

17 
17 

Si 

XI 
11 

18 

n 
5 
f 

91 

Total.      .      . 

9 

in 

18 

34 

27  a;i 

r 

4 

.  23  ,  r<« 

MARRIAGES. 
(5.)    CONDITION  OF  PARTIES  NOT  STATED. 


Ask    or    THE    WOMIH. 

1 

Total 

AMOrTHEMlH 

1 

3 

2 
3 

s 

3 

s 

i 

1 
1 

2 
3 

Si 

2 

5 

s 

s 

2 

s 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

ll 

S»QU. 

1 

1 

Under  20,  .     . 

aomai,   ,    . 

4.1  to  30,     .      . 
30io:»,     .     . 
35  to  40,     .     . 
■10  to  4.1,     .     . 
4SIO.W,     .     , 
50  to  55,     .     . 
55tor0,     .     . 
60  to  fiS,    .     . 
6.5  to  70,     .      . 
70  to  75,     .      . 
75  to  80,     .     . 
80  ami  iipwnrds, 
Age  nf  men  not 
Btiied,      ,     . 

34 
7 

38 

: 
■ 

5 

S 

9 
3 
2 
9 

1 

i 

' 

4 
S 

169 

64 

m 

IQ 
6 
4 

1 
1 

464 

m 

I9:t3 
]45t 

40f. 

913 

120 
79 
47 
37 

,47 

1136 

aoflo 

655 
330 
134 
66 
56 
35 
12 
6 
6 

973 

Total.      .      . 

34 

7 

1 

3 

J_l. 

168 

sss.'sa.Mi 

5.150 

NOTE. 

Thete  Tablea,  in  relation  lo  marriage,  are  read  aa  Tdnawat—Fint  7\iUc.  68S 
men.between  tbei^aof  JOandSS,  were  married  to  women  onderSO;  13  womeOi 
between  30  aod  35,  were  married  to  men  between  20  and  35 ;  or  10  men,  between 
33  and  40,  were  married  to  women  aodet  30. — Stamd  TabU.  3  men,  betwem 
30  and  35,  were  manied  to  widows  between  3S  and  40;  or  1  man,  between  35 
and  30,  married  a  widow  between  45  and  50. — Third  Tablt.  7  widowers,  be- 
tween 30  and  35,  were  married  to  women  under  30,  wbo  had  not  before  been  mar- 
ried ;  and  I,  between  45  and  50,  to  a  woman  under  30,  ttc.  &,e.  The  other  Ta- 
bles in  s  similar  manner. 
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2.  Classification  of  Causes  op  Death  is 
the  several  codnties, 


/w  the  year  ending  April  30/A,  1847, 


DISEASES, 

1 

1 

1 

S 

- 

1 

1     1 

1 

1 
1 

J 

j: 

1 

s 

li 

2£ 

: 

1.  ZtHOTIC    DlSElSEfl;     OK, 

""" 

Epidemic,  Erdlhicand 

COHTAOIOUS  DiSIASKS. 

1 

Cholera.-         -         -         - 

15 

13 

37 

1 

6     2 

4 

8 

8 

4 

1 

n 

2 

Cholera  Infantum,    - 

39  83 

Ai 

» 

6'   - 

16 

9 

30'  5 

tH 

3 

Cro-p.     -         .         .         . 

40   81 

40 

li  ao 

! 

23 

13 

is:  6 

977 

4 

[HarrhcGa, 

43'  50 

58 

' 

e 

11 

9 

43 

14 

27,  4 

271 

S 

Dyaenlery, 

53  04 

77 

14 

24 

:(U 

99 

44 

3U3I 

410 

6 

7     8 

IB 

a 

5 

1 

3,  1 

sa 

7 

I 

3 

8 

"      Remiiteat,    - 

-  L* 

6 

9 

"       Typhus,         -         - 

171  aw 

188 

41- 

55 

41 

3a 

CO 

48 

BO'S/ 

944 

10 

Hooping  Cough,       -         - 

31,  19 

4 

J 

7 

3 

3 

13 

II 

3 

4 
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IN 

InfluefiKa, 

%    4 

13 
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3 
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19 

MeMl«,-         -         .         . 

18   42 

ai 
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lU 

4 

4 
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io 

I3S 

13 

Scatlaiina,       -         -         - 

107 138 

56 

i 

11 
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4: 

Qi 

g 
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418 

14 

Small  Pox,       - 

5 

1 

3 

1 

la 

IS 

SvphillB,           .         - 

1 

16 

Thrush,  -         .         -         . 

a 

J_ 

1 

4 

Totals,-         -         .         . 

&9U 

7if 

5:}6|7!J 

las 

13-i 

93 

251 

180 

l(iU 

];; 

70 

JUffl 

9.    DiBKAPCB     or     GKRKXlt 

o»  UncBftTiifi  Seat. 

17 

AbacfiBB, 

a 

3 

1 

a 

16 

Atropliy,           -         .         . 

S 

IS 

5 

5 

'a 
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'l 

:j 

3 

38 

20 

Cancer,   -         .         .         . 

Debility,- 

in 

6 

so 

8 

ll'- 

7 
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10 
4 

4 
3 

1 

3 

6 

118 
37 

St 
22 

SZ7--   ■   ; 

79 

56 

a 

ft 

1% 

7 

3913 

17 

12 

27 

11 

m 

5 

3 

277 

33 
94 
95 

H.„Lh.». .    .    ; 

Infantilo  Oifeaaes,  - 
Inflamnialion,  - 

15; 
5 

4835 
4    1 

4 

9 

a 

33 

05 

llt< 

a 

79 

1 
3 

3 

2S 
708 
27 

SA 

1 

4'  - 

a 

4 

I 
I 
4 

27 
» 

SO 
SO 

MnrtilicBtioD,  - 
Scrofula,           -         .         . 
Sudden  Dealha,        -         - 
T.„„,   .        .        .        . 

7 

J 

10 
8 
6 
S 

15  - 

11,  a 

5:3 

4,- 

S 

1 

3 
4 

1 

1 

1 
3 

1 

4 

1 

a 

3 

-| 

44 
41 
27 
19 

Tottl.,-        -        .        . 

!84 

385 

175 

55 

a 

^ 

27 

lai 

152 

113 

; 

10 

383 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH.  37 

Causes  of  Death  in  the  setbeal  Counties — Contmtied. 


DISEA»E8. 

1 

J 

1 

s 

i 

1 

} 

£ 

■i  :: 

j 

1 

1 

! 

1 

L 
11 

1 

31 
33 

33 
3t 
35 
36 
37 
36 
3!) 
40 
41 

43 

43 
44 
45 

4t) 
47 

48 
49 
50 

J.  DisBises  or  THE  Ner- 
vous Ststin. 
Apoplexy,    - 

Chorea,        ... 

rpilepay,      - 
Hydrocephalus,    - 
Inaanily,      ... 

Tewljr'     "       '        " 
Braio,  &c^  Diaeue  or,  . 

Total-,     -        -       . 

4.  niSE*SE3  OF  THB  Re- 
spin* TOM  OnOAHB. 

Asllima,       - 

Consumption, 

Hyiirolhorax, 

Laryneitie,  - 

Pleurisy, 

Pneumonia,           -         - 

Huinsy, 

Lunga,  Jic,  Disease  of, 

Totala,     -         .         . 

5.  nisKisaa  or  TBI  0»- 

OAHS  or  ClRCOLtTIOH. 

Anruriam.    .         -         - 

Peri  card  ilia. 

Heart,  &.C.,  Diflease  of, 

Tolala,     -         -         - 

6.Di9EAaEa  or  ths  Di- 

OKSTIVK    OkaAKB. 

Ascites, 

Colic-        -         -         - 
Dyspppsia,  - 
EntPrilia,      - 
Gastrilis,      .         .         - 
Hernia,         -         .         - 
IntiiaKUsception,    - 
Ppritoniti',  -         -         - 
Teelhine,     - 

Worm.,     '.       -        - 

X\ 

40 
2 

37 
5 
51 

a 

6 
56 

2 
9 
<50 
3 
1 
4 
80 
1 
9 

545 

i 
3! 

16 

SI 
3 

83 
3 
22 

4ri 

230 

4 

4 

43!> 

3 

1 

a 
a) 

in 

550 

t 
52 

11 

46 
l( 

e 

31 
2( 
a: 
73 

9 
5 

35 
2 

1' 

03 
5 
7 

7 

I 

a 

4 

8 
2 
4 

35 

2 
07 

4 
11. 

1 

10 
10 

8 

1 
2 

9 

35 

3 
136 

1 

4 

20 

1 

4 

16 

1 

10 

6 

5 
432 

1 
9 
847 

4 
37 

4  13 

5  21 
i     2 

1 

3  16 
1     4 

6  17 

2 
5    10 

ei;: 

1 

s 

5183 

1     3 

0  55 

4 

4  3 

9 

17 
2 
3 

15 

1 
3 

H 

56 

1 

197 
3 
2 

e, 

04 

a 
:i 

18 

45 

13 

2 

4 
17 

4 

7 

13 
9 

1 

1 

J 

36 

113 
2 

3 
13 

m 

5 

1 

10 

3 

5 

1 

30 

S3 

2 
5 

m 
a 

90 

3 

337 
24 
14 

333 
94 

164 

133 

irjo 

13 
1» 
3397 
Ifl 
9 
47 
501 
14 
31 

SI 
53 
53 

1 
4\ 

133 
6 

165 
10 

3 

10  350 

1    - 
il  20 

i7S 

I'a 

154 

- 

1043 

8 

9 
203 

5 

K 
Bt\ 
N 
58 

SS 
60 
6 
6S 
63 
64 

M 

S:) 

1 

'.  1» 
4 

I-: 

aa 

1    2 

2 

ti 

I 

- 
- 

10 

a 

1 

D 
4 

a 

a 

3 

1 
7 
1 

3. 

U  30 

: ;? 

-  2 

-  9 
1 

-  13 

-  '3 

12 

. 

6 
1 
4 

1 

's 

1 

1 

5 

4 

I 

- 

a 

- 

a 
2 

207 

16 
13 

118 
10 
IS 
3 

7 
61 

U 

SIXTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 
Causes  of  Death  in  the  seveeal  Counties — Continved. 


DISEASES. 

i 

4 

3 
4 

4t> 

1 
1 

10 
3 

i 

H 

Ti 

a 
ifi 

!)l 

3 

3 
3 

a 

13 

10 
8 

1 

1 

1 
3 

7 
15 

ca 

a 
1 

a 

4 

vi 

19 

a 
"i 

3 

a 

t 

j 

J 

ill 

51*! 

1 

t 

%i 

3 

3 

65 
66 
67 
6B 
W 
70 

OrgnDB.  &.C..  DiseaBe  of,  - 
PancrcBB,  DiscMe  of,       - 

IlepHtilia,         ... 
Jaundi.-o,         -         .         - 
Liver,  DiBeaso  of,    - 
Spleen,  Uiaenae  of,  - 

ToUIb,          -         ,         . 

7.  DoiAsia  or  the  Uai- 
KARt  OitDAro. 
DiabstPS, 

CyBiiiiB, 

Gravel,    -         -         -         - 
Ncphrilij.         -        -         - 
Kidneys,  &c.,  Disease  of, 

Totals,        -        -        - 

S.    DlSEASE>>     UP    THE    Oh- 
B*N3    OP    GeHIRATIOR. 

Childbirth,      -        -        - 
Pu.  rperul  Fever,      - 

Organs,  &.C.,  Disease  of,  - 

Totals,        -        -        - 

9.  DiBKASBB    OP    THE    Ob 
□  AHS    or    LOCOKOTIOH. 

RheumntiBm,  - 
JoinlB.  Slc,  DiBcaae  of,    - 
Hip,  Disease  of,      - 
Spino,  Disease  of,    -        - 

Totals,          .         .         - 

10.  DlBEABM    OP    THE   Tb 
TEODHENTAftT  STSTBV. 

Fistula,  ...        - 
Ulcers,   .        -        .       - 
Purpura.           -         -         - 
Skin,  &c.,  Disease  of,      . 

TotslB.        -        -        - 

11.  Or  Old  Ase,    • 

12.  Op  ExTEmtAi.  CiUsts 
Bums  and  Scalda,    - 
Casuallies,       -         -         - 

1 

1 

!i 

IJ 

3 
2 

~4 

a 

2 

1 

3 

I 
2 

6 

3 

4 

6 

s  i 

3  - 

2  a 

! 

4S 

« 

a 

71 
72 
73 
74 
75 

i:) 

1 

1 

a 

1 

34 

a 

1 
1 

~4 

2 
4 

6 

49 
1 

i3 
2 

34 

1 
1 

1 

3 

5 

9 
7 

1 

1 

10 

I 

s 

398 

16 
4 

10 
5 

13 

76 
77 
78 
7!) 

9 
4 

n 

a 

a 

3 
3 

2 

» 
2 

■ 
2 

I 
1 
9 

> 
3 

: 

I 

2 

48 

m 
as 

is 

80 
61 
62 
83 

la 

a 

J 
I 

3 

7 

1 

a 
I 

VJ 

6 

4 
4 

14 

"a 

IS 

4 

1 
1 

1 

7 

I 

3 

1 

G 
4 
2 

4 

I 

7 

11 

a 

3 

107 

31 
5 
8 

3D 

8t 
8S 
86 
87 

5 

: 

I 
] 

4 

a 

3 

a 
1 

I 

54 

I 

11 
4 

4 

88 

en 
eo 

4 
9! 

1 
20 

3 

IID 

A 
36 

a 

IIS 

fl 

33 

60 
3 

3 

39 

a 

8 

2 

34 

3 
II 

30 
3 

a 

57 

11 

5 
49 

3 
10 

1 

63 

9 

6 

id 

9 

91 
4 

30 

■m 

S7 

w 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH. 

CAUSES  OF  Death  in  the  several  CotrsTiEs — Coiitinved. 


DISEASES. 

1 

1 

il 

1 

1 

i 

i 

1 

1 

5 

1 

ilii 

3 

1 

SI 

«s 

93 
H 
95 
9« 

Drowned,      - 
Fracliirea,     - 

IntetiipKraace, 
PoidO[ied, 
SjffocalioQ,  - 

Suicide, 

Totals,      - 

13.  C*CBEB  NOT 
SPECiriBD, 

14.  Stillborn 

Tolsla.       - 

'7 
9 

15 
2 

10 
2 

ii 

14 
2 

1 
5 

S 

a 

5 
'3 

1 

1 

1 
] 

9 
3 

"3 

10 

5 

"a 

1 

1 

13 

i 

1 

3 

178 
4 

30 
4 
3 

36 

97 
98 

139 

32 
36 

7) 

34 

43 

■H43 

6() 

81 
16 

10 
54 

11' 

C3 

■n 

32 

4 

17; 

5 

IS 

1 

37 

53 
36 

29 

S3 
13 

17 

33 

1 

J8        7 

37       23 

-*  1    - 

419 

499 
149 

IftJ) 

441 

:il-i 

!l(i4 

f/l 

fag 

451      9I!> 

lli.9r.5 

40  SIXTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


NOTES  TO  THE  ABSTRACTS  OP  DISEASES. 

It  has  been  considered  desirable  to  institute,  as  far  as  we  can  from  the  retnmi 
a  comparison  of  the  prevalence  of  particular  diseases,  in  the  same  districts,  fbr 
different  years.  Boston  having  made  no  returns  of  deaths  for  tho  laat  four  jeaii^ 
the  County  of  Suffolk  is  excluded  in  the  several  abstracts  of  deaths. 

In  the  Tables  for  1847,  the  Alphabetical  Abstract  contains  the  names  of  tk 
diseases,  generally,  as  they  appear  in  the  returns.  In  the  Classified  Abstract, 
they  are  arranged  after  the  plan  of  the  Registrar  General  of  Births,  Marrisfei 
and  Deaths  in  England,  with  some  alterations,  which  circumstances  in  this  couoOy 
seemed  to  dictate.  They  are  numbered  for  the  purpose  of  convenient  reference, 
and  each  class  is  arranged  alphabetically.  The  numbers  in  parenthescss,  in  tlie 
following  notes,  are  references  to  the  heads,  under  which  diseases  are  arranged 
in  tho  Classified  Abstract  Those  who  may  wish  for  a  more  particular  sub-diviski 
of  the  diseases  for  1847,  or  the  age  or  month  of  the  year  in  which  they  occaned, 
may  consult  the  Alphabetical  Abstract 

NOTES— 1847. 

Zimotic  DistoHS, — Under  Cholera  (1)  are  included  63  cases  of  Cholera  Morboi, 
and  14  of  Bilious  Colic.  Under  Fever  Remittent  (8)  are  included  5  cases  of  Yel- 
low Fever.  Under  Fever  Typhus  (9)  are  included  3*24  cases  of  Fever,  76 
of  Typhoid,  10  of  Nervous,  Ti  of  Brain,  15  of  Synochus,  VI  of  (^ngestive,  5  of 
Putrid,  3  of  Gastric,  and  3  of  Ship  Fever.  Under  2Scarlatina  (13)  are  included 
61  cases  of  Canker,  43  of  Canker  Rash,  3-3  of  Throat  Distemper,  9  of  Throat  Dis- 
ease, and  3  of  Putrid  Sore  Throat  Under  Small  Pox  (14)  are  included  2  cases 
of  Chicken  Pox. 

Diseases  of  General  or  Uncertain  Seat, — Under  Hemorrhage  (23)  are  included 
4  cases  of  Hemoptysis,  2  of  Hematemesis,  and  1  of  Epistazis.  Under  Malfor- 
mation (*26)  are  included  1  case  of  Spina  Bifida,  and  1  of  Cyanosis.  Under 
Scrofula  (28)  are  included  1  case  of  Bronchocele,  2  of  King's  Evil,  3  of  Ricketi, 
and  1  of  Humor.  Under  Sudden  Deaths  ("^J)  are  included  6  Found  Dead,  4  by 
Drinking  Cold  Water,  and  1  of  Surfeit  Under  Tumor  (30)  is  1  case  of  Mela- 
nosis. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. — Under  Apoplexy  (31  fare  included  5  cases  of 
Lethargy.  Under  Convulsions  {iH)  are  included  1 1  cases  of  Spasms,  and  I  of 
Catalepsy.  Under  Tetanus  (40)  is  I  case  of  Cramp.  Under  Brain,  d&c.  Disease 
of  (41)  are  included  54  cases  of  Inflammation  of  Uie  Brain,  6  of  Neuralgia,  16  of 
Conjrestion  of  the  Brain,  and  I  of  Phrenitis. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs, — Under  Bronchitis  (43)  are  included  2  cases 
of  Catarrh.  Under  Consumption  (44)  are  included  13  cases  of  Phthisis.  Under 
Pneumonia  (48)  are  included  371  cases  of  Lung  Fever,  and  S3  of  Inflaromaiion  of 
the  Lungs.  Under  Luofs,  dtc.  Disease  of  (50)  are  included  1 1  cases  of  Co^|6i- 
tion  of  the  LoogiL 
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Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  Circulatiofu — Under  Heart,  dtc.  Disease  of  (53)  are 
included  1 1  cases  of  Aneemia,  5  of  Angina  Pectoris,  and  3  of  Ossification  of  the 
Cardiac  Valves. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs. — Under  Colic  (55)  are  included  1  case  of 
Constipation  of  the  Bowels,  and  1  of  Painters*  Colic.  Under  Enteritis  (57)  are 
included  77  cases  of  Inflammation  of  the  Bowels,  and  22  of  Bilious  Fever.  Un- 
der Hernia  (51))  are  included  2  cases  of  Umbilical  Rupture.  Under  Organs,  dLC, 
Disease  of  (f)5)  are  included  34  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Bowels,  10  of  Disease  of 
the  Stomach,  and  1  of  Disease  of  the  Tongue.  Under  Jaundice  (G8)  are  in- 
cluded 2  cases  of  Obstruction  of  the  Gall  Ducts. 

Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs, — Under  Kidneys,  dtc,  Disease  of  (75)  are  in- 
cluded 3  cases  of  Strangury,  and  1  of  Disease  of  the  Prostate  Ghnd. 

Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  Generation. — Under  Childbirth  (7H)  are  included  3 
cases  of  Rupture  of  the  Uterus,  and  I  of  Abortion.  Under  Organs,  dLC,  Disease 
of  (7!))  are  included  7  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Ovaries. 

Diseases  o  the  Organs  of  Locomotion, — Under  Joints,  dLc,  Disease  of  (81)  are 
included  5  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Bones. 

Diseases  of  the  Integumentary  System. — Under  Ulcers  (85)  are  included  3  cases 
of  Fever  Sore.  Under  Skin,  dLc,  Disease  of  (87)  are  included  3  cases  of  Psori- 
asis, and  1  of  Carbuncle. 

Of  External  Causts, — Under  Casualties  (00)  are  included  8  cases  of  Sun 
Stroke,  *2  of  Murder,  2  of  Medicine  given  by  Mistake,  1  of  Struck  by  Lightning, 
1  Frozen,  I  Overlaid,  1  of  Neck  broken  by  diving  into  water,  1  Wounded,  1  of 
Fracture  of  the  Spine,  and  1  by  Cutting  a  Corn.  Under  Drowned  (1>2)  72  were 
lost  at  sea.    Under  Intemperance  ('J9)  1  by  the  excessive  use  of  Opium. 
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I!> 

83 

a» 

Hpilepsy,     . 

7 

13 

14 

a 

15 

13 

37 

Hydrocephalus,    . 

169 

331 

233 

234 

364 

226 

38 

In^anlly,      . 

13 

9 

24 

15 

10 

33 

33 

P.raly-i«,    . 

117 

177 

164 

145 

303 

159 

40 

TelsnuB,      . 

5 

3 

9 

6 

3 

9 

41 

Brain,  &.C.,  Disease  of, 

69 

64 

79 

65 

74 

77 

Totals,    .... 

794 

769 

030 

964 

860 

SOI 

43 

4. 

ABlhma.      .          .         .         . 

9 

6 

12 

11 

7 

13 

43 

Bionchitis,  . 

13 

IS 

19 

15 

14 

18 

44 

3073 

3104 

33i»7 

3367 

3407 

8334 

45 

Hyiirothoiix, 

49 

18 

16 

61 

20 

15 

4« 

L«ryngiti», 

5 

1 

5 

6 

5 

47 

Pleurisy.      . 

SO 

33 

47 

35 

38 

46 

48 

Pneumonia, 

350 

335 

501 

434 

2<i9 

486 

49 

Quinsy,      .         . 

9 

14 

14 

10 

13 

50 

Lungs,  dtc,  Disease  of, 

U 

29 

31 

17 

33 

30 

Totets,    .... 

8543 

3447 

3042 

3150 

2799 

3949 

M 

5. 
AwuriBm,  .... 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

3 

53 

Pericarditis, 

13 

1 

a 

16 

a 

53 

Heart,  &c.,  Diaeue  of, 

130 

147 

203 

148 

107 

196 

Totals,    .... 

m 

151 

307 

168 

"' 

301 

5t 

6. 
Ascites,      .         .         .         . 

55 

Colic 

34 

is 

Ifl 

42 

14 

is 

56 

Dyspepsia, . 

IS 

6 

12 

15 

9 

13 

44 
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57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 


71 
72 
73 
74 
75 


76 
77 
78 
79 


Causes  of  Death. 


80 
81 
82 
83 


84 
S5 
86 
87 


Enteritis,     • 

GaBtrilis,     . 

Hernia, 

Intu88U8ception, 

Peritoniti;*, 

Teething,    . 

Ulceration, 

Worms, 

Organs,  dLC,  Disease  of. 

Pancreas,  Disease  of,    • 

Hepatitis,    . 

Jaundice,    . 

Liver,  Disease  of. 

Spleen,  Disease  of, 


Totals, 


7. 


Diabetes,    • 
Cystitis,      •         • 
Gravel,        •         •         • 
Nephritis,    . 
Kidneys,  &.C.,  Disease  of. 


Totals, 


8. 


Childbirth, 

Pu»  rperal  Fever, 

Paramenia, 

Organs,  <Slc.,  Disease  of, 


Totals, 


9. 


Rheumatism, 
Joints,  &.C.,  Disease  of. 
Hip,  Disease  of,  . 
Spine,  Disease  of, 


Totals,    . 


10. 


Fistula, 

Ulcers, 

Purpura, 

Skin,  die.  Disease  of,  . 


88 


Totals,    . 


Old  Age,    • 


11. 


1845. 


145 
11 
■ 

5 
12 
31 

10 
194 


12 
51 


517 


7 
5 
9 
3 

8 


32 


52 
35 

• 
8 


95 


17 
1 
2 

14 


34 


1 

10 
4 
2 

17 


504 


1846. 


132 
4 
9 
5 
5 

30 

• 
7 

53 


14 

49 


328 


15 
3 

9 


36 


45 
30 


80 


13 
2 
3 

21 


39 


9 

■ 
1 

10 
688 


1847. 


118 
19 
12 
2 
7 
61 
■ 

14 
45 


24 
63 


393 


16 
4 

10 

5 

13 


48 


69 
25 

i3 


107 


21 
5 

8 
20 


54 


1 

11 
4 
4 

20 


733 


I  o  10,000  Draihi  by  d 
were  km 


1845. 

179 
13 
• 

6 
15 
38 

243 


15 
63 


641 


9 

6 

II 

4 

10 


40 


65 
43 

io 


118 


21 
1 
3 

17 


42 


1 

12 

5 

3 

21 


624 


iai6 


151 

4 

10 

6 

6 

34 

8 
61 


16 
56 


17 

3 

10 

• 
II 


41 


52 
34 

• 
6 


99 


15 
2 
3 

25 


45 


11 

I 

12 

787 


ISf7. 


114 

18 

IS 

2 

7 


19 
44 


6! 


375       381 


15 
4 

10 

5 

13 


47 


24 
13 


104 


20 
5 
8 

19 


1 

10 
4 
4 

19 


711 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS. 


46 


Causes  of  Deaths — Continued. 


To  lO/XX)  Deaths  by  aU 

Specified  Causes,  ihere 

Cau8I8  of  Death. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

were  io 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

12. 

89 

Burns  and  Scalds, 

33 

36 

27 

41 

41 

26 

90 

Casualties, 

84 

131 

129 

104 

150 

125 

91 

Drink ingr  Cold  Water,  . 

• 

. 

4 

• 

. 

4 

92 

Drowned,    . 

114 

115 

178 

141 

131 

172 

93 

Executed,    . 

• 

. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

94 

Fractures,  • 

3 

• 

4 

4 

• 

4 

95 

Frozen, 

• 

• 

1 

• 

• 

1 

9^i 

Glanders,    . 

• 

. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

97 

Hydrophobia, 

• 

• 

. 

• 

• 

• 

98 

Homicide,  . 

. 

. 

2 

. 

. 

2 

99 

Intemperance, 

23 

19 

30 

29 

22 

29 

100 

Lifirhtninj^,  . 

. 

. 

1 

• 

• 

1 

101 

Malpractice, 

. 

• 

. 

. 

• 

. 

102 

Necusia, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

ja3 

Poisoned,    • 

10 

5 

4 

12 

6 

4 

104 

Starvation,  . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

105 

Suffocation, 

6 

5 

3 

7 

6 

3 

106 

Suicide, 

29 

31 

36 

36 

35 

35 

lo; 

Wounds,     . 

• 

. 

• 

• 

. 

• 

Totals,    .... 

302 

342 

419 

374 

391 

406 

]3. 

108 

Causes  not  specified,     • 
14. 

572 

470 

499 

709 

538 

484 

100 

Stillborn,     .... 

73 

109 

149 

90 

125 

144 

NOTE. 


The  number  of  the  atiUbom^  in  1847,  is  stated  above  to  be  149,  while  in  the 
table  on  the  next  page  it  is  33.  The  cause  of  this  disagreement  is  that  the 
first  number  (149)  was  abstracted  from  the  returns  of  the  deaths ;  and  the  second 
(33)  from  the  returns  of  the  births.  The  stillborn  should  always  be  fully  reported, 
both  among  the  births  and  deaths ;  but,  having  never  lived  as  separate,  indepen- 
dent persons,  they  should  be  excluded  in  numbering  the  deaths.  This  has  been 
done  in  all  the  calculations  in  these  tables.  A  deduction  of  499,  for  causes  not 
specified,  leaves  10,317  as  the  number  of  deaths  for  specified  causes,  and  this  was 
the  basis  of  the  calculations. 
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Table  III.     4.  Stillborn  Cases. 


Se«. 

COUNTIES. 

Moalh. 

1; 

i    I    E    6 

IlL 

1  i 

It  rooL 

May,    .     . 
June,    .      , 
July,    .     . 
August,     . 
September, 
October,    . 

December, 
Jnnuary,    . 
February,  . 
BJtrch,      . 
April,  .     . 

Male,  . 
Female, 
Not  stated 
Male,  .      . 
Female,    . 
Not  staled 
Male,  . 
Female, 
Nnt  aiated 
Male,  . 
Female. 
Not  Htated 
Male,  . 
Female, 
Not  stated, 
Male,. 
Female, 
Nai  stated 
M^le, . 
Female, 
Not  stated, 
Male,  . 
Female, 
Not  stated 
Malo,  . 
Female, 
Not  stated, 
Muic.  . 
Female, 
Not  stated 
Male, . 
Female, 
Not  stated 
Male,.      . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated. 

')    'l    '. 

"a  "i  ! 

.    '.    'i 
1  . 

"i  '.    *i 

1  .     1  . 

'.    '.    1 

!    "i  '. 

'.    !    'i 
I  '.    .' 

:  '.  'i 

'l    '. 

"l   '. 

1 

1   .     . 

'.       1 

1   '.     '. 

'l   '. 

1  !    '. 

Total,  .     . 

Male,.      . 
Fatnile,    . 

Not  stated 

4     2    . 

4    a  . 

4    .        9 

1112 
I     1 

3     1 

a  .     1 
1    I  . 

Grinrf  total. 

1  I-;   4   a 

1    i!  a   3 

.    *» 
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Table  IV.     Facts  illustrating  the  Influence  of 

Occupation  on  Longevity, 

Showing  the  number^  and  the  aggregate  afid  average  ages  of  in- 
dividuals differently  employed,  abstracted  from  the  returns. 

[Note.    No  person  ander  20  years  of  age  is  iochided  in  this  abstract.    It  is  supposed  tbat 
occupations  have  no  particular  influence  before  tbat  time  ] 


1845. 

1846. 

1847 

» 

OCCUPATIONS. 

«> 

o 

« 

is 

E 

9 

li 

& 

H 

E 

9 

I' 

?. 
'l 

E 

3 

CO 

h 

!* 

z 

• 

<  * 

<  ^ 

• 

<  ■ 

<  • 

z 
2 

<  * 

•<  ■ 

Artists,      .         . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

48 

24.00 

Clergymen, 

U 

555 

50.00 

14 

897 

64.07 

17 

1045 

61.47 

Editors,     . 

• 

• 

• 

I 

45 

45.00 

• 

• 

• 

Lawyers,  . 

7 

34r.   40.42 

8 

472   59.00 

9 

5<»3 

65.89 

Phyt*icians, 

20 

11)2 

56.60 

21 

1000   47.64 

21 

nil 

52  90 

Professors, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

2 

120 

<;o.oo 

Scholars,  . 

3 

70 

2:^.33 

1 

21 

21.00 

7 

1<>.3 

23.29 

Teachers, 

21 

G26   2y.85 

9 

412 

45.78 

12 

546 

45..')0 

Musicians, 

• 

62 

• 

• 

• 

54 

• 

• 

4 
74 

159 

;i9.75 

Total,  . 

2721) 

43.93 

2847 

52.72 

3785 

51.15 

Booksellers, 

1 

26 

26.00 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Brokers,    . 

• 

• 

• 

2 

108 

54.00 

• 

• 

• 

Gentlemen, 

i) 

613 

68.11 

10 

Oiri 

(^.20 

13 

937 

72.08 

Merchants, 

40 

230 1 

5' '.08 

42 

2:n3 

55.07 

5(J 

258.3 

46.13 

Tiaders,    . 

SX) 

14(;0 

42.!M 

27 

81 

12n 

44.92 

a3 

102 

1498 

45.39 

Total,  . 

4403 

48.92 

4296 

53.04 

5018 

49.20 

Farmers,  . 

045 

39,809 

61.64 

679 

45,241 

66.63 

741 

47,538 

64.14 

Clerks, 

11 

402   30..S4 

14 

518  37.00 

18 

630 

3.'>.00 

Public  OflScers, 

r» 

3<8   .56.:W 

7 

331    47.2J» 

6 

3!»2 

r>5,33 

Engineers, 

2 

l«   31.50 

2 

62  31.00 

3 

94 

31.33 

Innkeepers, 

8 

3:»3    49.12 

7 

355   50.71 

12 

615 

51.25 

Stage  Drivers,   • 

4 

147    315.75 

3 

105  35.00 

3 

159 

53.00 

Drovers,    . 

1 

20   20.00 

• 

•     1       • 

• 

• 

• 

Wharfinjrers, 

3 

181    (K).:33 

• 

•     '       • 

. 

• 

• 

Baggage  Masters, 

• 
35 

• 

• 

1 
34 

25  25.00 

• 
42 

• 

• 

ToUl,  . 

1544 

44.11 

i:396   41.0(> 

1890 

45.00 

Bakers,     . 

4 

191 

47.75 

5 

194   3P.P0 

8 

425 

5.3.13 

Barbers,    • 

1 

21 !  24.00 

3 

142   47.3.3 

1 

43 

43.00 

Blacksmiths, 

45 

2:346 

i  52.13 

4:i 

2197 

51.09 

61 

3387 

55.52 
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Inflcence 

07   OcCUPiTION, 

ate.— 

Contir 

uet 

(. 

1645. 

ie4& 

1847. 

OCCOFiTIONl, 

^ 

1^ 

1 

1 

f. 

h 

1 

h 

h 

Blocn-nwkert,    . 

~^ 

131 

fi5.50 

a 

i:b  eaoo 

1 

ay 

aa.iw 

1 

41   41.00 

Brake  and  Firemen,    . 

4 

no   87.50 

Brick-mskerB,     . 

no  4.S.00 

"a 

■58 

39^00 

Brush -niskera,    . 

'l 

'3» 

sn.'oo 

1 

68  (HUHI 

Biitcheni,  . 

r> 

dSO 

53.:W 

8 

3U4   3«i.;.^ 

A 

ins 

4!i7S 

Cuhinel.inakora, 

I:J 

m-i 

41>;W 

» 

414   4<i.U0 

14 

639 

4.-i.« 

Cnru-nmhera, 

I 

31 

31.00 

3 

138  4«..0C 

I 

70 

7aco 

CarpcnlPrs, 

7U 

4ia! 

Siai 

70 

34'^!   48.H4 

98 

440H 

4801 

CaulkeraBiid  Graven, 

2 

14S 

78.50 

3 

lie  m^a 

a 

IIH 

5B.U) 

CliBir- makers,    . 

B 

206  34.3:) 

8 

2!Mi 

37J» 

Chiisa-mnkera,  . 

9 

140   70.00 

3 

164 

54J7 

CijfDrniBkera,    . 

'a 

'eo 

30.'00 

1 

20  20.00 

Clock-makers,    . 

•     1       • 

'43 

43!ao 

Clolhiew, 

'a 

95  47.50 

1 

6U 

MUM 

Comb- makers,    . 

2 

84   42.00 

•< 

97 

32J3 

CunfeciioDere,    . 

1 

'51 

51.00 

•     1       - 

34 

94.00 

Coopers,    . 

13 

843 

{>4.7<i 

i9 

1030  S4.Q\ 

2{ 

1178 

sejw 

Copiieramiths,    . 

42  42.00 

I 

47 

47.00 

Curriers  aod  Tanoers, 

a 

'si 

87.00 

u 

437.  4a70 

12 

s;(j 

4&00 

Culler^     . 

a 

III 

55.50 

• 

Demiata,  . 

2 

86  4aoo 

Distillers, 

'i 

'51 

51.00 

■ 

Druggista, 

'1 

67'  57.00 

'3 

144 

48X0 

Dy««,       .          . 

3 

110  3aii7 

1 

37 

37.00 

Engnien, 

* 

127,  3I.7S 

F..iin<ier8, 

85  85.00 

'3 

134 

44J7 

1 

'33 

oa'oo 

1 

22  22.00 

4 

255 

63.75 

Gla*a-culter»,'     . 

1 

37|  37.<.0 

80  8(1.011 

', 

Hnrnesa-makera, 

'? 

310 

48.57 

i 

158,  38.0(1 

'5 

338 

fi7.fi0 

BUem, 

5 

3i» 

tSfJK 

i( 

553  5.VW 

7 

485 

60.rj 

Iiwpectora  of  beef, 

43  4:Ui(i 

. 

Je.eli.-rs. 

'5 

240 

48.00 

i 

103  40.7.^ 

'5 

803 

40.60 

L'^aitier.iifpsaeis, 

5 

245I  4!t.0O 

UachmialB. 

i:) 

437 

33.fil 

If 

5ft3  31.44 

h 

1234 

visa 

Maouracturera,  . 

m 

13;«;  43.00 

n 

a.M'  48.17 

20 

ftva 

3I.S0 

Masona,     . 

ai 

iiea  5(i.a8 

so 

9!K)'  4!t..'i0 

15 

7871   58.47 

Mnsifnakera,      . 

HB  se.oo 

3 

i:ts    4.1.00 

Mech.iniM, 

9 

4«i   45 j  I 

7 

34.'i  4itM 

22 

8311^ 

37.fi8 

M.lU-m,     . 

5 

a4a!  4B.S0 

5 

3fi3  7a.(iO 

fi 

472 

7HJi7 

Mtllwrichta.       . 

1 

51:  51.00 

3 

153 

5IJ00 

N.ilef».    .         .         . 

4 

is3 

38.24 

3 

132  44.00 

. 

Opi-ralivM, 

13 

42(1  aa-^i 

It 

509 

aaoo 

I  r^an.  builder*, 

1 

Bi;  fil.00 

Pain<er*.   . 

in 

411 

41  "in 

Ifi 

644!  40.25 

24 

iii.t 

4a46 

Paper  makera,    . 

3 

134 

41.33 

3 

172;  .S7.«l 

1 

an 

aojoo 

Pnprr  atainera,  . 

1 

98  28-0(> 

Pal  (cm -makera. 

1 

45145;D0 

Pianururte-Diakani     . 

1 

■«4 

«.bo 

. 

■ 
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Influence 

OF  Occupation, 

&c. — 

Continued. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

OCCUFATIOns. 

e 

s 

■1 

5 

k 
J^ 

9 

I'- 
ll 

h 

1 

9 

h 

1 

B 

3 

9 

?. 

h 

• 

<  * 

-<  * 

2 

1 

-<  * 

<  " 

2 

• 

<■ 

^^ 

Pile-drivera, 

• 

• 

54 

54.00 

• 

• 

Pocketbook-makeis,   • 

1 

69 

69.00 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Potters,     . 

• 

• 

• 

1 

80 

80.00 

• 

• 

• 

Powder-makeis, 

• 

• 

• 

3 

97 

32.33 

1 

26 

2aoo 

Printers,   . 

4 

118 

29.50 

4 

130 

32.50 

6 

206 

34.33 

Pump  &  Block-makers, 

• 

• 

• 

2 

164 

82.00 

• 

• 

• 

Riggers,  . 

1 

53 

53.00 

1 

87 

37.00 

• 

• 

• 

Rope-makers,    . 

2 

90 

45.00 

7 

426 

60.86 

7 

364 

52.00 

Sail-makers, 

• 

• 

• 

3 

127 

42.33 

1 

74 

74.00 

Salt  manufactmrers,     . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

2 

132 

66.00 

Sculptors, 

• 

• 

• 

] 

93 

93.00 

• 

• 

• 

Shipwrights, 
Shoe-miU£ers,     • 

5 

290 

58.00 

8 

498 

62.25 

13 

755 

58.04 

134 

5596 

4  J. 76 

133 

5586 

42.00 

154 

6716 

43.61 

Soap-makers,     . 

• 

• 

• 

I 

60 

60.00 

2 

82 

41.00 

Stablers,  . 

3 

158 

39JS0 

2 

63 

31.50 

1 

58 

58.00 

Stone-cutterSi    . 

10 

416 

41.61 

16 

688 

43.00 

14 

565 

40.36 

Tailors,     . 

12 

600 

50.00 

5 

272 

54.40 

14 

680 

4a57 

Tallow-chandlers, 

• 

• 

. 

1 

64 

64.00 

1 

67 

67.00 

Tinmen,   . 

• 

• 

• 

3 

141 

47.00 

3 

97 

32.33 

Trunk-makers,  . 

• 

• 

• 

1 

33 

3aoo 

• 

• 

• 

Umbrella-makers, 

• 

• 

• 

1 

43 

43.00 

• 

• 

• 

Victuallers, 

3 

140 

46.66 

• 

• 

• 

2 

97 

48.50 

Weavers, 

• 

• 

• 

6 

295 

49.17 

5 

281 

56.20 

Well-diggers, 

• 

• 

• 

1 

25 

25.00 

• 

• 

• 

Wheel-wrights, 

6 

192 

32.00 

6 

242 

40.33 

15 

669 

44.60 

Whip-makers,    . 

• 

• 

• 

1 

32 

32.00 

1 

36 

3aoo 

Wood-turners,   . 

1 

56 

56.00 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Wool-dyers, 

1 

55 

55.00 

. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Wool-sorters,     . 

2 

476 

96 

48.00 

2 
538 

95 

47.50 

• 
651 

• 

• 

Total,   . 

22,398 

47.05 

24,613 

45.75 

30,241 

46.45 

Male  Domestics, 

• 

• 

• 

1 

97 

97.00 

3 

154 

51.33 

Laborers, 

208 

10,358 

49.79 

209 

10,238 

49.00 

259 

12,088 

46.67 

Teamsters, 

11 
219 

332 

30.18 

6 
216 

344 

57.33 
49.44 

• 
262 

• 

• 

Total,    . 

10,690 

48.81 

10,679 

12,242 

46.73 

Fishermen, 

14 

580 

41.42 

7 

316 

45.14 

69 

2620 

37.97 

Freighters, 

• 

• 

• 

2 

83 

41.50 

• 

• 

• 

Pilots, 

• 

• 

• 

2 

133 

6a50 

• 

• 

• 

Seamen,   .        •        • 

131 
145 

5626 

42.94 

108 
119 

5266 

48.76 

145 

6590 

45.45 

Total,   • 

6206 

43.80 

5798 

4a72 

214 

9210 

4a04 
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1B45. 

iB4a 

1847. 

OCCOPATIOITB. 

1 

u 

h 

1 

H 

h 

1 

U 

h 

E 

z. 

61.60 

36 

2,503 

69.sa 

21 

1,386 

66.00 

ij:^  .   . 

1 

68 

1,322 

Tota],    .        . 

5 

<08 

81.60 

37 

8^71 

60.48 

47 

a.708 

57.Q 

f 

4m 

55.75 

( 

15.' 

30.60 

11 

eo4 

11 

33t 

30.72 

t 

29.87 

I 

271 

HooKkeepera,   . 

175 

B.m 

49.61 

275 

I4,a7t 

51.92 

w,m 

Indian,  r   . 

212 

70.66 

2 

14t 

70.00 

hfidwivea, 

1 

Uillineni,. 

f 

13i 

44.00 

< 

iss 

m 

53.00 

■1 

aot 

52.00 

126 

W 

77S 

21.44 

31 

f 

464 

44.88 

U 

;■ 

Its 

38,33 

i 

ii: 

23.40 

(> 

31E 

< 

14C 

35.50 

; 

13- 

44.66 

.' 

18C 

40.87 

i: 

65t 

38.71 

1 

391 

Teachers, 

I' 

376 

26.86 

It 

4« 

Wea?en, . 

iO 

525 

52.50 

!l 

25.00 

Toul,    . 

264 

12.815 

46.32 

395 

18,537 

46.63 

490 

23,496 

473S 

KEOAPITULATION 


62;     2,724   43.93 

«!  ,„. 

.52.72 

« 

8,785    51.15 

Uerchanls, 

90      4,403.  48.92 

8V      4,296 

53.04 

5,018,   49.20 

Agiiculturistt,    . 

645'   39,869:  61.81 

679    45,24  f 

C6.63 

741 

47,538    64.14 

Public  Office™, 

35      1,544 

44.11 

34,     1.396 

41.06 

M«:h.nica,         . 

476'  22,39t 

47.05 

538|  24,6 1.T 

45.75 

651 

30,24  li    46.45 

Laboren,  . 

219;    ]0,69( 

48.81 

2If 

49.44 

12,242 

4a73 

42.60 

48.72 

214 

o,ait 

5'       '40t 

81.60 

2,571 

69.48 

2,7« 

FemdM,  .        . 

204 1    12,915 

46.32 

395 

18,537 

46.93 

4H0 

23,496 

Total&averaires, 

,104  Ij  100,457 

51.76 

3153 

115,978 

53.67 

2623 

136,128 

51.89 
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^E  V.    Facts  illustrating  the  Influence  of  Domestic 

Condition  on  Longevity, 

iwingj  for  each  County,  the  number  and  aggregate  age  of  all  in  the 
returns  over  20  years  old,  whose  condition  is  specified. 


males. 

females. 

Ukmarrikd. 

Mai 

IRIKD. 

Widowers. 

Ukmarrikd. 

Married. 

Widows. 

ITTIXS. 

• 

E 

9 

88 

1 

• 

1 
g 

9 

204 

Aggregate 
age. 

1 

9 

z> 
30 

Aggregate 
age. 

• 

J8 

S 

9 

z, 
88 

Aggregate 
age 

6 

9 

203 

i 

1 

165 

Aggregate 
age. 

•           • 

8134 

10,705 

2  J  41 

4,241 

9,859 

12^12 

sex, 

43 

1509 

231 

11,723 

45 

3,306 

88 

3,416 

290 

12,582 

101 

7,488 

ster, 

104 

3764 

258 

13,928 

64 

4,707 

104 

4,520 

272 

12,194 

142 

10,424 

hire, 

11 

374 

45 

2,736 

16 

1,277 

28 

1,080 

70 

3,376 

44 

3,282 

en. 

27 

880 

76 

4,360 

17 

1,076 

23 

846 

93 

8,881 

41 

2,834 

n,  .       . 

18 

557 

47 

2,677 

11 

841 

27 

1,179 

45 

2,128 

3( 

2,257 

ire, 

21 

885 

64 

3,868 

15 

1,113 

20 

813 

84 

3,931 

43 

3,170 

48 

1867 

128 

7,329 

23 

1,666 

51 

2,698 

119 

4,908 

67 

4,834 

•         • 

30 

1017 

105 

5,527 

25 

1,881 

27 

1,555 

123 

5,657 

53    3,992 

ith,     . 

26 

1107 

84 

5,101 

16 

1,191 

38 

1,7:3 

94 

4,402 

68    5,123 

ible, 

5 

153 

68 

3,392 

16 

1,126 

15 

683 

68 

2,934 

40 

2,989 

&Nant 

7 

428 

267 

30 
1340 

1,704 

2 

280 

133 

11 
520 

721 

28 
1489 

1,248 

20 

1,568 

•       • 

15,514 

73,050 

20,458 

23,545 

66,600 

814 

60,273 

eage,  . 

• 

36.25 

• 

54.52 

• 

73.06 

• 

45.28 

• 

44.73 

. 

74.05 

H- 
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SiCmBTAtT's  OinCB,  BOSTOII,  } 

December  16,  184a         i 

Ih  the  HmiorahU  Senate^  and  House  of  Representatives : 

In  compliance  with  the  proTisions  of  law,  I  present  the  Annual 
Report  containing  the  statement  and  results,  in  tabular  form,  of 
Ae  Returns  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  for  the  registration 
year,  ending  April  30th,  184a 

I  haTe  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  make  the  usual  analysis  of  the 
following  tables,  because  their  design  appears  yery  distinctly  oo 
fbe  face  of  them,  and  their  importance  cannot,  to  an  intelligeni 
mind,  be  heightened  by  any  analysis. 

The  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  is  particularly 
lUTited  to  the  selections,  in  the  form  of  notes,  from  the  communi- 
cations of  the  returning  officers.  They  indicate  the  existence  of 
many  deficiencies  in  the  execution  of  the  law ;  but  they  evince  a 
strong  sense  of  its  importance,  and  a  desire  that  it  may  be  so 
amaided  as  to  insure  its  thorough  enforcement 

Twenty-eight  cities  and  towns  have  made  no  returns,  whilst 
scTeral  others  have  made  incomplete  ones.  The  names  of  these 
towns  are  given  at  the  end  of  the  "  Notes,"  for  each  county. 

The  returns  now  presented  show  the  number  of  births  to  be  as 
1  to  39|  of  the  inhabitants,  according  to  the  census  of  1840 ;  the 
number  of  marriages  as  1  to  122,  and  the  number  of  deaths  as  1 
to  62|.  The  great  change  and  increase  of  population  in  the 
Comm<m wealth,  within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  affect  mate- 
rially  the  importance  of  these  proportions.    And  the  fact,  that  a 


IV 

new  census  is  now  soon  to  be  taken,  renders  this  a  very  desirable 
time  for  a  further  improvement  and  enforcement  of  the  law. 

The  continued  neglect  of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  aid  the  govern- 
ment iu  the  accomplishment  of  the.  invaluable  purpose,  contem- 
plated by  the  law,  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  This  neglect 
cannot  be  in  consonance  with  the  intelligence  and  wisdom,  which 
are  so  conspicuous  in  the  noble  and  enlightened  public  spirit  of 
Boston.  The  bearing  of  the  results  and  facts,  sought  for  by  the 
requirements  of  the  law,  on  interests  of  indisputable  importance, 
cannot  fail  to  be  seen  by  all  thoughtful  observers. 

To  improve  man's  physical  condition,  and  thus  to' contribute 
to  his  moral  advancement,  is  the  great  purpose  of  the  statistical 
views  and  facts,  which  the  law  in  question  strives  to  bring  to 
light.  More  than  ever  important  does  this  purpose  become  at  the 
present  moment,  when  our  Commonwealth  and  country  lie  open 
to  unlimited  emigrations  from  the  old  world.  Unspeakably  inter- 
esting and  vital  should  this  view  of  the  subject  be  to  the  city 
of  Boston. 

In  reference  to  the  subject  generally,  the  undersigned  respect- 
fully refers,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  to  a  letter  of 
Lemuel  Shattuck,  Esq.,  annexed  to  the  fourth  Report  from  this 
eflSce,  tmder  the  Act  of  Registration ;  and  to  a  communication 
made  to  the  last  Legislature  by  Edward  Jarvis,  M.  D.,  in  behalf 
of  the  "  American  Statistical  Association ;"  and  to  the  Memorial 
of  Lemuel  Shattuck,  Elsq.,  presented  in  the  Senate  at  the  last 
session. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  B.  CALHOUN,  Seereiary. 
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BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES,  AND  DEATHS, 


Returned  to  the  Secretary's  OJice,  for  the  tliree  years  ending  April 
mih,  1846,  1847,  and  1848. 


BIRTHS. 

Population' 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

iu  11)40.    1 

1 

j,™ 

IB47. 

IB48 

IS46 

1847. 

1848. 

1S4C. 

■^ 

1348. 

SUFFOLK. 

Boston, 

93,383 

Chelsea, 

2,390 

134 

180 

165 

39 

3D 

22 

30 

98 

110 

North  Chelaes, 

2£ 

10 

3 

Totals, 

95,773 

134 

180 

193 

~» 

40 

Si5 

30 

98 

110 

ESSEX. 

Amesbury,      - 

2.471 

50 

45 

62 

19 

18 

11 

48 

3S 

S3 

Andover, 

5,207 

162 

138 

30 

3S 

43 

?5 

93 

Beverly, 

4,fi89 

109 

J  46 

46 

32 

61 

115 

Boxford, 

042 

34 

25 

S5 

10 

4 

7 

11 

29 

10 

Bradford, 

2,223 

41 

49 

59 

17 

16 

18 

44 

43 

43 

Danvera, 

5,020 

208 

199 

227 

61 

56 

32 

97 

83 

78 

Eaaei, 

U50 

39 

30 

25 

17 

10 

8 

22 

35 

SO 

1,540 

47 

ei 

88 

18 

7 

10 

If 

28 

26 

Qlouceater,     - 

6,350 

192 

202 

213 

7! 

76 

64 

139 

170 

143 

HamiltoD, 

618 

34 

15 

25 

12 

f 

3 

11 

13 

H 

Haverhill, 

4,336 

104 

140 

41 

40 

37 

58 

21 

20 

Ipswicii, 

3,000 

2 

42 

2 

22 

16 

20 

54 

44 

48 

LctK'teiice, 

216 

30 

110 

Lyno, 

9,.367 

335 

306 

259 

94 

63 

110 

200 

325 

173 

Lynnfield,       - 

707 

24 

19 

18 

10 

8 

5 

15 

8 

S 

Mane  heater,    - 

IflSS 

45 

64 

47 

11 

17 

13 

43 

44 

WarMehead,   - 

6,575 

207 

202   145 

41 

41 

55 

103 

1711  129 

Melhaen, 

2,251 

71 

108     76 

27 

21 

20 

38 

79     40 

MiddletOD,      - 

fi57 

J& 

18     17 

4 

5 

1 

11 

15|      5 

Newbury, 

3,789 

07 

4l|  104 

26 

36 

32 

49 

601      9 

Ne-burJi^rt, 

7.1CI 

230 

253,  217 

99 

loi 

104 

Il4 

1401  185 

Bockport, 

2,650 

67 

8!):    e-i 

21 

37 

38 

57.    64 

Rowley, 

1,203 

24 

IBJ    25 

7 

8 

20 

14!     17 

Balem, 

J5,0e2 

265 

250'  292 

)34 

125 

144 

297 

339,  323 

Solisbury,       - 

9,739 

60 

Gil     50 

20 

27 

32 

51 

33!    33 

Sau^s, 

1,098 

35 

40     34 

13 

5 

e 

14 

21     34 

Topsfield,       - 

1,059 

35 

19     25 

10 

4 

4 

18 

15     12 

Wenhnm,       - 

U 

7 

8 

-       - 

West  Newbury, 

1,5G0 

5 

46     40 

12 

is 

10 

13 

11      16 

Totals, 

04,987 

2527 

248G 

3469 

908 

"eoa 

806 

1673 

1909 

1743 
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BlRTl 

~~1 

M.UIRIAGES 

DEATHS. 

Cqvktieh  *^o  Towna. 

iuiaw. 

— T 

1846. 

tan 

l»IB. 

lO-Mi 

1847.1 

1. 

818 

isv;. 

lSi7.'  I8IE. 

MIDDLESEX. 

1 

1 

~l 

1 

ActoD, 

1131 

e 

9' 

7 

16, 

ae,   • 

Aohhy, 

»4S 

7 

23' 

5 

11: 

14 

15 

31;    SO 

ABhlmd, 

13 

23 

3fi 

3 

111 

7 

11 

8     U 

Bedford, 

929 

23 

28 

Ifi 

(, 

6| 

6 

131 

as   19 

BiUerica, 

iftia 

32 

22 

29 

13 

21 

9 

251 

so    » 

Box  borough,  • 

430 

B 

8 

a 

7 

fil 

»       4 

Brighton, 

1425 

SO 

63 

66 

16 

121 

10 

S2| 

17,    39 

Borlinglon,      - 

510 

13 

12 

11 

2 

8; 

a 

3| 

s'    » 

Cambniige,     - 

8109 

342 

431 

511 

73 

6i' 

04 

155 

19b  210 

Carlisle. 

556 

19 

r 

14 

4 

5; 

ii 

7 

S,      8 

Churkstown,  • 

11,484 

482 

437 

58;} 

139 

134 

5i 

268, 

374  333 

Chelmaford,    -       ■    - 

lfi97 

36 

47 

5G 

8 

14 

17 

15' 

29,    33 

Concord, 

17^4 

5f 

15 

13! 

14 

21j 

31     34 

Dracul, 

2188 

58 

47 

41' 

sd 

92,     13 

DunsMble,      - 

603 

9 

8 

9 

6 

16 

si 

10       S 

3030 

98 

7!> 

95 

10 

19 

31 

-  1  as 

Groton, 

213!) 

54 

13 

36 

14 

9, 

15 

44 

131    33 

HoUiaton,       - 

1782 

62 

59 

50 

7 

20 

16 
12 

26 

31     3S 

HopkiotoQ,     - 

2245 

74 

49 

37; 

21 

10, 

as 

34 1    31 

Lexinglon,      - 

Lincoln, 

1(112 

31 

27 

23, 

12 

141 

13 

u\ 

12     36 

G8(i 

15 

7 

15 

4 

'1 

4I 

e:    16 

Littleton, 

927 

a 

C 

.    1 

e 

-   1 

lei 

13,    19 

Lowell. 

Sft-yiJ 

656 

772 

717' 

40; 

564  i 

C4fi 

430' 

690;9aG 

Halden. 

2514 

71 

71 

5=) 

21 

a?: 

461 

69,    41 

Marlboroogh,  - 

2101 

48 

m 

20 

19 

23; 

15 

36 

ae;   la 

Wedford, 

2478 

90 

SI 

76 

as 

]7i 

42! 

53'    38 

Krtick, 

1285 

54 

10 

73, 

11 

12 

16 

20 

5    49 

Newton, 

3351 

1 

4 

4 

9 

28 

74, 

GO     55 

Pepperell, 

1571 

39 

44 

23 

7 

16 

'f 

34     34 

Reading, 

2103 

74 

45 

84 

20 

15' 

22 

35' 

44     41 

Sherburne,     - 

D95 

23 

23 

25 

11 

fi 

e 

10; 

12     18 

Shirley, 

957 

27 

27 

26 

6 

9 

9 

13, 

18     49 

Bomerville,     - 

51 

- 

19, 

Souih  Reading, 

1517 

40 

30 

42 

14 

18 

13 

20! 

34     30 

Stoneham, 

1017 

36 

50 

45 

12 

14 

12 

If 

19     11 

Blow, 

1230 

3 

- 

e 

6 

10 

l| 

1     - 

Sudbury, 

1423 

a-) 

35 

38 

11 

9 

6 

'*, 

90     31 

TewksbuiT,    - 

Townsend,     - 

UOfi 

22 

7 

25 

11 

5 

3 

16l 

17     36 

]8!>3 

39 

49 

54 

r 
3 

13 

11 

28 

33     37 

Tyngaborough, 

870 

23 

17 

16 

3 

- 

12 

la;   10 

Wallham,        - 

2504 

60 

'J3 

69 

41 

40 

20 

35 

51     61 

Watertown,    - 

leio 

71 

76 

15 

17 

11 

-   t 

-   I    - 

Wny.and,        - 

D98 

21 

19 

21 

10 

12 

7 

15' 

is;  19 

West  Cambridge,       - 

I3fi3 

42 

42 

47 

26 

18, 

18 

21 

32I    16 

Wesiford,       - 

143fl 

14 

29 

36' 

4 

7, 

7 

10 

11       9 

WcBlon, 

1032 

as 

20 

24, 

8 

15 

9 

13 

i4i  as 

Wilmington,  - 

85S» 

33 

21 

29 

JO 

e 

9 

13 

IS|    13 

Woburn,         - 

29»3 

119 

113 

Jl 

30 

31 

Gl, 

63^    69 

Totals        - 

lOCGll 

3011 

3171 

3284J 

1119 

1366 

316 

173222433548 

BIRTHS,  &c.  FOR  THREE  YEARS. 
BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES,  AND  DEATHS— Contmuci. 


CoOSTIES   AKD   ToWBS. 

Populalion 

BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES, 

DEATHS. 

in  1340. 

1»16 

1847 

1818 

IS« 

!sn 

1848. 

l8tA 

m^ 

1348. 

WORCESTER. 

Aahburnhain,  - 

1652 

49 

56 

28 

II 

11 

17 

25 

41 

50 

Alhol, 

1501 

45 

53 

44 

13 

13 

16 

32 

87 

AubQrn, 

619 

16 

20 

9 

6 

6 

3 

10 

19 

13 

B«re, 

2731 

€4 

66 

46 

27 

20 

22 

40 

57 

39 

Berlin, 

763 

13 

18 

5 

2 

4 

7 

9 

9 

Blnckatonc,     - 

93 

133 

115 

22 

20 

16 

34 

83 

90 

Boltoa, 

1I8G 

2y 

29 

26 

9 

6 

7 

15 

10 

23 

Boylslon.         - 

797 

18 

23 

5 

5 

7 

10 

15 

21 

BrookfieW,      - 

2472 

51' 

62 

50 

23 

17 

14 

23 

54 

44 

Charlton, 

aii7 

6 

15 

11 

14 

10 

14 

27 

35 

28 

D»n., 

6(H 

26 

31 

6 

5 

13 

6 

Douglas,         - 

1C17 

48 

43 

52 

19 

10 

IS 

24 

23 

31 

Dudley, 

M52 

40 

33 

25 

e 

8 

10 

17 

17 

24 

Pilchburg,      - 

2604 

B5 

124 

122 

34 

42 

37 

73 

87 

100 

Gardner, 

1260 

38 

42 

51 

17 

14 

7 

25 

31 

24 

Grafton, 

2013 

115 

106 

no 

24 

33 

31 

52 

45 

48 

Hard  wick,      - 

1789 

29 

34 

39 

15 

10 

30 

23 

28 

Harvflfd, 

1571 

26 

31 

24 

8 

11 

7 

36 

22 

37 

lolden. 

1874 

73 

62 

19 

16 

15 

36 

30 

36 

lubbardston,  - 

1764 

57 

44 

14 

17 

14 

31 

41 

27 

isncaster, 

2019 

9 

17 

27 

35 

23 

16 

33 

46 

1707 

43 

34 

5:) 

17 

14 

17 

27 

34 

41 

2069 

61 

64 

69 

18 

16 

17 

40 

39 

54 

Lunenburg,     - 

127-2 

2:1 

10 

9 

3 

7 

12 

17 

16 

29 

MendDn, 

3524 

38 

35 

27 

4 

4 

3 

18 

19 

22 

Milford, 

1773 

56 

84 

73 

37 

19 

31 

33 

49 

Uillbury, 

2171 

60 

55 

80 

12 

12 

30 

41 

66 

New  Brnintree, 

752 

8 

14 

22 

2 

3 

13 

22 

13 

Norlh  Brookfield,        - 

I4S5 

32 

50 

26 

9 

10 

27 

21 

33 

Nor  ih  borough. 

1248 

10 

12 

11 

13 

n 

17 

21 

m 

14J9 

49 

74 

72 

25 

IC 

11 

25 

37 

26 

Oakham,         - 

1038 

V2 

29 

27 

10 

13 

8 

20 

13 

16 

Oxford, 

1742 

36 

7 

22 

12 

20 

31 

5 

43 

PaTton, 

670 

27 

27 

30 

4 

7 

3 

13 

19 

10 

Petersham,      - 

1775 

34 

19 

30 

9 

8 

10 

23 

20 

15 

Phillipaton,     - 

919 

21 

16 

4 

4 

13 

12 

Princeton, 

1347 

30 

28 

38 

5 

10 

5 

25 

12 

28 

Royalaton, 

1607 

36 

11 

28 

12 

14 

12 

32 

21 

26 

Rutland, 

1260 

19 

31 

28 

13 

la 

26 

29 

21 

1481 

21 

32 

28 

5 

10 

7 

n 

32 

35 

1145 

19 

26 

25 

14 

4 

12 

23 

31 

Boulhbridge,  - 

20^1 

55 

68 

15 

23 

15 

32 

31 

Spencer, 

1604 

SO 

55 

45 

13 

8 

n 

2B 

23 

Sterling, 

1647 

40 

42 

34 

11 

14 

30 

26 

28 

Sturbridge,     - 

2003 

51 

48 

58 

14 

7 

14 

29 

36 

33 

Button, 

an-0 

66 

50 

m 

21 

14 

12 

45 

30 

35 

Templeton,     - 

1776 

27 

8 

32 

10 

19 

10 

29 

30 

31 

Upton. 

1466 

Uibridge,       - 

2004 

62 

52 

62 

27 

19 

20 

48 

38 

4t 

Warren, 

1210 

42 

44 

52 

9 

10 

11 

22 

28 

24 

Webster, 

1403 

44 

34 

40 

10 

9 

14 

23 

23 

23 

SEVENTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES, 

BIRTH9. 

MARKIAGEa. 

DEATHS. 

COUSTIIS   IKD  Towns. 

Wio"" 

11W6. 

isn 

1818, 

iai6. 

1817 

im 

1K16- 

I&17 

ISI& 

West  Boylfllon, 

1187 

47 

53 

14 

~Ts 

"1^ 

29 

36 

~a 

■Weatborough, 

ir)58 

39 

47 

7 

6 

9 

38 

35 

30 

If!45 

54 

b 

4 

10 

20 

11 

44 

88 

33 

Winchendon, 

1754 

30 

50 

54 

22 

22 

23 

17 

23 

3S 

Worcealer,     - 

7497 

313 

435 

449 

116 

97 

110 

273 

308  387 

Total.,        - 

95,313 

34742691 

2544 

Iti 

834 

772 

1734  188  l|90a 

HAMPSHIRE. 

Amheret, 

9S50 

77 

72 

70 

25 

12 

26 

5t 

39 

9S 

Bekherlown,  - 

9554 

80 

70 

40 

20 

33 

23 

32 

49 

30 

1133 

22 

19 

3 

17 

SI 

Cummingto;,- 

1337 

4 

5 

15 

7 

15 

6 

e 

9 

£uthainptoa,  - 

717 

13 

7 

3 

21 

B 

13 

Enfield,          - 

976 

26 

36 

26 

15 

10 

15 

10 

17 

Goshen, 

556 

16 

8 

19 

3 

4 

10 

3 

8 

Gnnhj, 

971 

36 

7 

19 

3 

6 

ai 

13 

I< 

Greenwich,     - 

8iM 

15 

19 

Ui 

10 

3 

4 

83 

9 

14 

Hidlev, 

1814 

52 

51 

54 

13 

11 

26 

3a 

36 

Hatfield, 

933 

20 

37 

24 

4 

4 

3 

19 

18 

19 

Middlefield,    - 

1717 

30 

14 

3:i 

11 

4 

4 

4 

13 

U 

NorUwmplon, 

37SD 

111 

102 

88 

17 

11 

16 

74 

73 

n 

Wor-ich,         - 

750 

20 

17 

1 

3 

7 

- 

14 

Pelh.m,           - 

956 

IB 

5 

7 

9 

FIsinSeld,      - 

910 

13 

20 

17 

3 

6 

7 

10 

14 

IS 

Preecott, 

780 

7 

13 

31 

7 

6 

4 

10 

14 

» 

fiouih  Hadley, 

1458 

48 

27 

31 

14 

11 

11 

32 

18 

» 

1157 

25 

15 

1(1 

9 

14 

5 

20 

19 

33 

Ware, 

1890 

63 

64 

86 

30 

22 

31 

31 

759 

17 

Ifi 

11 

1 

4 

23 

5 

IS 

WillUniflburp, 

1309 

37 

2f 

31 

4 

4 

5 

25 

21 

36 

Worthingtop, 

1197 

39 

35 

37 

5 

6 

15 

11 

38 

13 

ToUls,        - 

30,897 

676 

610 

645 

909 

I8B 

~^ 

1^ 

~«0 

443 

HAMPDEN. 

Bltndrord,      - 

1437 

24 

33 

33 

11 

9 

7 

17 

9 

39 

BriraGeld,       - 

1419 

28 

16 

23 

14 

11 

6 

31 

S5 

31 

Chester. 

16:12 

30 

29 

26 

9 

6 

15 

11 

11 

Granville, 

1414 

31 

29 

31 

13 

7 

9 

26 

14 

Holland, 

423 

14 

1 

5 

1 

5 

8 

9 

fl 

1270 

26 

36 

SI 

8 

5 

6 

26 

32 

a 

Ludlow, 

I2.a 

19 

15 

14 

13 

6 

86 

38 

31 

Uonson, 

3151 

59 

45 

31 

9 

12 

14 

37 

40 

38 

UontgDiDBry,  - 

740 

9 

9 

8 

4 

3 

2 

8 

8 

I 

Polmer. 

21.19 

69 

72 

71 

26 

12 

35 

Russell, 

955 

30 

6 

I 

3 

1 

a 

Bouthwick,     . 

1214 

33 

31 

18 

6 

5 

3 

39 

18 

IS 

Sr'  :     : 

10,985 

417 

.509 

535 

78 

95 

105 

269 

967 

331 

627 

4 

17 

1(1 

3 

6 

3 

6 

e 

5 

Wil» 

686 

IS 

17 

9 

4 

I 

7 

la 

10 

We.1  Springfield,      - 

SG-iS 

- 

13 

16 

36 

3! 

» 

33 

BIRTHS,  &c.  FOE  THREE  YEARS. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES, 

AND  DEATHS— CMmuMf. 

BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES.]*    DEATHS 

CoDRTlEa    AKD    TqWFS. 

Population 
ml840. 

IBVi. 

1847. 

ISIS. 

1046. 

mr 

i»te.1  ia4fi. 

i 

IMT 

IMS. 

Wettfield,      - 

3526 

96 

100 

89 

31 

14 

151    64 

47 

61 

WilbrahBiD,    - 

1864 

28 

39 

41 

15 

17 

9 

18 

27 

37 

ToWe,        - 

37,366 

"aoi 

9B3 

967 

253 

233 

366 

614 

564 

654 

FRANKLIN. 

Aihfield,        - 

1610 

le 

25 

19 

8 

4 

13 

33 

16 

33 

993 

32 

34 

25 

7 

2 

7 

13 

11 

7 

Buckland,        - 

1D84 

23 

26 

le 

8 

5 

6 

13 

16 

13 

Cbarlemonl,    - 

1137 

19 

28 

23 

10 

8 

7 

15 

15 

10 

Coieraine,       - 

1971 

29 

53 

41 

31 

8 

8 

23 

38 

20 

Conway, 

1409 

- 

Deerfield,       - 

1913 

54 

43 

61 

"e 

8 

6 

20 

30 

33 

Erving, 

309 

9 

12 

9 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

OiU,    - 

798 

23 

16 

16 

4 

7 

fi 

7 

9 

5 

Green&eld,     - 

1750 

13 

9 

14 

- 

B»wley, 

977 

25 

15 

4 

6 

8 

3 

8 

la 

3 

Heath, 

895 

18 

18 

4 

Leverett, 

875 

34 

36 

26 

4 

1 

5 

9 

20 

13 

Lejden, 

22 

18 

23 

6 

3 

2 

25 

10 

6 

M^nwe,          - 

283 

S 

7 

6 

1 

3 

Uontague, 
Kew&lem,  - 

1355 

42 

26 

9 

11 

Ifl 

26 

25 

1305 

18 

33 

13 

9 

8 

18 

12 

12 

Horthfield,      - 

J673 

Orange, 

1501 

48 

43 

36 

13 

15 

10 

37 

31 

25 

Rawe, 

703 

1 

Bbelburne, 

1022 

27 

26 

29 

12 

11 

S 

19 

17 

20 

Sbmeebury,    - 

987 

17 

9 

9 

4 

1 

BuDderland,    - 

719 

12 

11 

is 

2 

4 

5 

8 

'e     6 

Wanrick,       - 

1071 

10 

20 

31 

6 

6 

2 

11 

20     SI 

Wendell,        - 

875 

4 

4 

7 

3 

4 

S 

15 

4    le 

■Wbalel/,        - 

1073 

_26 

27 

17 

5 

11 

11 

12 

18|    25 

Totals,        - 

28,812 

524 

501 

470 

151 

141 

137 

m 

"312 

283 

BERKSHIRE. 

Adann, 

3703 

114 

115 

8 

16 

45 

64 

Alford. 

481 

13 

16 

13 

3 

1 

4 

5 

4 

BeckBt, 

1342 

20 

8 

7 

14 

Borton  Comer, 

65 

- 

Cheabire, 

965 

'l 

- 

Cluksburz,    - 

370 

11 

5 

6 

1 

'a 

4 

7 

a 

Dalton, 

1355 

43 

36 

33 

2 

1 

4 

- 

n 

te-  :     : 

1038 
441 

33 
7 

12 
IS 

2 
9 

3 
2 

4 

5 
2 

10 
3 

3 

a 

5 
3 

Grwt  Btirington, 

3704 

- 

64 

4 

17 

HMCOCk,         -              - 

933 

18 

23 

15 

7 

Hinadale,       - 

955 

17 

41 

6 

"3 

17 

18     - 

Laneaborongh, 

ir40 

21 

2? 

24 

1 

1 

20 

26     26 

Lee,    -           - 

3438 

26 

33 

48 

io 

11 

11 

32 

60|    45 

1313 

29 

44 

27 

5 

8 

S 

26 

24 1    19 

Monterey,       - 

- 

10 

1 

11 

SEVENTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES, 

AND  DEATHS— CmttntMrf 

BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 



^~ 

1S4G 

mi 

[ 

IHV,. 

IMT 

1818. 

1»16 

IH7    ISU. 

Mount  Wsshington,   - 

438 

SO 

13 

11 

1 

1 

1 

4      3 

Hew  Ashford, 

227 

3 

4 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3      4 

New  Marlborough,     - 

1683 

35 

49 

35 

13 

1 

10 

23 

3U     IB 

Oti.,  -           -           - 

1177 

20 

19 

4 

7| 

13     11 

Peru,  - 

576 

13 

13 

13 

3 

3 

5 

15 

9      4 

Pitlflfield,        - 

3747 

108 

140 

- 

7 

6 

76 

lOsI    81 

Richmond,      - 

1097 

20 

fU 

- 

6 

1 

1 

15 

l^      8 

Sandisfield,    - 

1464 

- 

Savoy, 
Bhefiield,         - 

915 

5 

3 

26 

4 

4 

"? 

5 

'9     '» 

2322 

85 

52 

40 

13 

16 

16; 

41 

36     99 

SWkbridgB.    - 

1992 

53 

59 

6 

3 

- 

39 

Ti/ChfnSi,  r     : 

1477 
99r 

20 

2 

21 

2 

5 
9 

.' 

10 

S 
3 

4 

West  StockbridEe,     - 

1448 

40 

60 

63 

5 

5 

23 

II 

14 

Williamrtowii,            - 

2153 

51 

48 

- 

3 

2 

4 

22 

11 

37 

Windspr, 

897 

12 

13 

23 

6 

3 

_J. 

12 

6 

19 

ToWhr,        . 

41,745 

loe 

873 

467 

Ih 

lis 

^ 

«« 

473 

OT 

NORFOLK. 

1055 

8 

5 

8 

9 

4 

7 

7 

8 

Braintreo, 

2168 

47 

88 

If 

23 

- 

Brookliue,      - 

1365 

44 

34 

72 

16 

5 

10 

3! 

33 

Canton, 

1995 

11 

13 

69 

21 

14 

11 

26 

52 

44 

Cohuwet,        - 

1471 

26 

35 

36 

19 

18 

10 

20 

30 

90 

Bedham, 

3290 

94 

9L 

ei 

36 

37 

34 

53 

61 

«B 

Borcheeter,    - 

4875 

186 

227 

261 

49 

4b 

53 

93 

13U 

165 

Dover, 

530 

8 

3 

11 

8 

4 

7 

5 

e 

17 

Foxborough,  - 

1298 

37 

54 

45 

19 

15 

15 

28 

2fi 

U 

Franklin, 

1717 

41 

52 

31 

9 

1) 

14 

23 

15 

93 

Mcdfield, 

883 

16 

16 

19 

5 

4 

7 

18 

13 

14 

Ifedway, 

2043 

61 

52 

67 

32 

18 

27 

21 

35 

19 

Milton, 

1822 

52 

47 

54 

11 

14 

10 

25 

28 

93 

Meedham,       - 

1488 

36 

48 

40 

6 

13 

11 

25 

18 

SO 

<luiDC7, 

3486 

136 

121 

159 

32 

25 

33 

48 

61 

63 

Randolph,       - 

3213 

121 

141 

134 

31 

IS 

18 

61 

77 

70 

Rcwbury, 

9089 

440 

44? 

533 

98 

84 

96 

238 

373 

Sharon, 

1076 

16 

23 

21 

7 

7 

8 

12 

17 

15 

Sloughton,      - 

2142 

95 

72 

96 

38 

39 

44 

30 

44 

9B 

Walpole, 

1491 

25!    28 

27 

10 

14 

15 

7 

17 

17 

"Weymouth,     - 

3738 

140;  137 

162 

36 

37 

44 

64 

48 

71 

Wrentham,     - 

2915 

67.     70 

71 

25 

22 

16 

39 

S\ 

27 

Totals, 

53,140 

17071716 

^ 

528 

451 

510 

624 

lei 

Tm 

BRISTOL. 

Attleborougb, 

3585 

88 

100 

103 

Si 

19 

18 

75 

80 

M 

Berklejr, 

866 

19 

35 

17 

7 

3 

15 

39 

M 

Daitmoulh,     - 

4135 

108 

69 

84 

38 

30 

38 

DightOD, 

1378 

40 

46 

45 

9 

15 

12 

17 

i? 

14 

Ewton, 

3074 

56 

59 

57 

8 

19 

13 

25 

81 

H 

Furhaven,      • 

3951 

. 

28 

27 

» 

BIRTHS,  &c.  FOR  THREE  TEARS. 
BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES,  AND  DEATHS_Ci>n<mu«(/. 




BIRTHS- 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS 

COCRTIEIIND  Tuniij. 

pQuulaUoD 

inlSW. 

1846 

1847 

1&U. 

tS46 

1B41 

ISiB. 

I34C. 

IS4T 

iB4e. 

Fall  River,     - 

6738 

~^ 

401 

363 

82 

92 

98' 

110 

196 

199 

FraeiowD, 

1773 

24 

18 

30 

8 

12 

6 

24 

16 

38 

Uanaeeid,      • 

1382 

31 

34 

38 

16 

33 

19! 

31 

35 

31 

New  Bedford, 

12,087 

477 

418 

421 

151 

140 

159 

249 

189 

877 

Norton, 

1545 

45 

29 

38 

8 

7 

10 

4 

3 

3 

Pswtueket,     - 

3164 

127 

140 

112 

lb 

9 

13 

IG 

29 

68 

ReLbgS;        '.             '. 

1339 

a 

46 

37 

H 

8 

15 

10 

31 

31 

31C9 

45 

50 

45 

IS 

e 

6 

38 

30 

35 

Seekonk, 

IIKNJ 

53 

13 

■ 

Someraet, 

1005 

26 

24 

23 

r 

11 

2 

20 

2! 

U 

Swunzey, 

1484 

37 

34 

20 

II 

10 

21 

18 

39 

Taunlon, 

7645 

344 

295 

321 

60 

5^ 

54 

55 

81 

90 

Westpott,       - 

3830 

50 

52 

61 

15 

30 

13 

27 

49 

25 

ToUb,         - 

60,165 

1813 

1903 

1600 

"^ 

533 

468 

779 

871 

"968 

PLYMOUTH. 

Abington,       - 

3314 

91 

. 

43 

65 

Bridgewater,  - 

3131 

57 

50 

52 

12 

12 

19 

37 

36 

20 

Carver, 

995 

31 

13 

27 

8 

3 

1 

Dnibury, 

S7DB 

8 

10 

14 

EiBt  Bridf  eirnter,      - 

1950 

49 

25 

83 

25 

17 

9 

36 

24 

.18 

Halifsx, 

734 

27 

27 

27 

f 

6 

6 

13 

30 

10 

Hanover,        - 

1488 

18 

30 

26 

12 

11 

11 

17 

14 

37 

Hanson, 

1040 

15 

27 

11 

3 

17 

13 

13 

17 

12 

HiugbaiD, 

35ti4 

87 

84 

74 

20 

29 

43 

44 

60 

43 

Hull,  - 

231 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Eincsion, 

1440 

31 

38 

45 

11 

19 

13 

13 

13 

17 

Mtrahfield,     - 

1761 

45 

38 

36 

10 

13 

10 

35 

34 

S3 

5085 

Norlh  Brideevrater,    - 

3616 

91 

83 

77 

21 

29 

23 

44 

46 

33 

Pembroke,      - 

1358 

31 

a? 

28 

3 

10 

7 

SI 

15 

19 

Plymoutb, 

5381 

164 

167 

43 

46 

. 

67 

06 

PlympUii], 

834 

19 

33 

31 

11 

17 

13 

13 

17 

23 

Bochesler,      - 

3864 

113 

106 

83 

39 

27 

48 

82 

56 

Scituale, 

3683 

65 

89 

63 

21 

20 

20 

43 

48 

52 

Wareham,      - 

2009 

75 

85 

40 

39 

34 

24 

33 

38 

37 

Weat  Brideewater,     - 

1301 

36 

37 

46 

11 

6 

3 

14 

23 

31 

TotalB, 

47,373 

966 

1040 

Th 

"254 

360 

■^ 

463 

638 

^ 

BARNSTABLE. 

Barnstable,     - 

4301 

20 

21 

9 

43 

29 

25 

43 

57 

30 

firewater. 

1533 

43 

37 

36 

15 

16 

16 

12 

18 

2334 

65 

58 

66 

24 

31 

34 

38 

37 

43 

DeoDia, 

3943 

. 

- 

- 

Eaatham,        • 

955 

7 

17 

15 

10 

9 

8 

10 

16 

Faimoulh,        - 

3569 

56 

47 

52 

19 

13 

11 

35 

48 

33 

Harwich, 

3930 

III 

108 

109 

20 

27 

34 

32 

49 

49 

Marehpee,      - 

309 

- 

- 

Orlean*, 

1974 

39 

26 

39 

14 

20 

34 

31 

98 

ProvincetowD, 

3133 

73 

90 

77 

19 

27 

23 

38 

71 

53 

SEVENTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES,  AND  DEATHS— Omfiimed: 


CODNIIES   AND   Towi.!, 

BIRTHa. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

isie 

1847, 

IS4S. 

I34« 

18*7 

1848. 

ISt6 

iai7 

- 

Suidwich,      - 
Truro, 
Wellfleet,       - 

3719 
1920 
2377 
3554 

101 

65 
67 

104 

47 
74 

101 
56 

21 

16 
20 

14 

13 
16 

I 

44 

15 
35 

5G     97 

S     - 
46     38 

Total!,        - 

DUKEa 

Chiltnark,       - 
Edgutown,     - 
Tubury, 

32,548 

703 
1736 
1520 

647 

13 
53 
13 

639 

13 
36 
46 

560 

13 
33 
47 

320 

8 
6 
9 

317 

9 
18 

218 

4 

13 
16 

303 

4 
37 
35 

451 

5 
IS 

22 

110 
7 

a 

3? 

TottiB, 

NANTUCKET. 

N&utucket,     - 

395S 
9013 

79 
323 

05 
220 

92 
195 

25 

34 
57 

33 

56 
154 

,1 

GS 

m 

BIRTHS,  &:.  FOR  THREE  TEARS. 


RECAPITULATION. 


CoCWTlEi. 

Popohuion 

BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES- 

DEATHS, 

in  1810. 

IBIC. 

1B17. 

ifrie. 

IMC  IMl 

iim 

18«. 

IB«. 

IB4S. 

Bnfiblk, 

95,773 

134 

IBO 

193 

29 

40 

35 

30 

96 

110 

Embi, 

94,987 

2527 

2486 

3469 

908|  802 

B66 

1673 

1909 

1743 

Hiddl»e>, 

106,611 

3011 

3171 

3284 

1119]l386[l3IC 

1722 

2243 

3546 

WorcBBter, 

95,313 

3474 

3691 

3544 

871 

834  772 

1734 

1881 

30SS 

Hampshire, 

30,897 

676 

610 

645 

209 

168  322 

439 

440 

443 

Hwnpdea, 

37,366 

901 

982 

967 

252 

333^  266 

614 

«4 

654 

FnnkliD, 

28,812 

524 

501 

470 

151 

141 

137 

295 

319 

.     383 

Berkihire, 

41,745 

806 

873 

467 

114 

115 

90 

465 

473 

375 

NotfoU., 

53,140 

1707 

1710 

2085 

528 

451 

510 

634 

^ 

1134 

Briitol, 

60,165 

1812 

1903 

1800 

499 

532 

488 

779 

871 

968 

Plymouth, 

47,373 

966 

1040 

744 

254 

360 

362 

462 

638 

399 

Bcnutabk, 

33,548 

647 

6S9 

560 

230 

217 

218 

303 

4S1 

410 

Dokei. 

3,958 

79 

95 

92 

35 

34 

33 

56 

45 

63 

Nanlacket, 

9,oia 

222 

230 

195 

64 

57 

82 

154 

174 

178 

Tot«l>, 

737,700 

16,486 

17,097 

16,515 

5363 

^ 

5387 

[1390 

11,063 

11,346 

Total,  after 
^ednctiDE 
SaSblk  Co., 

641,927 

16,352 

16,917 

16,322 

5334 

S3S0 

5362 

9330 



10,963 

11,236 

NOTES. 


Some  of  the  returns  'were  accompanied  with  remarks  by  the 
town  clerks.  From  these,  the  following  notes  have  been  com- 
piled, with  a  view  to  show  the  condition  of  registration  through 
the  State,  the  practical  operation  of  existing  laws  on  the  subject, 
and  the  views  of  the  town  clerks  in  regard  to  amendments. 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Chblsea. — Dtaihs.  Forty-seven  of  the  number  returned  occurred  at  the  Mt- 
rine  Hospital. 

No  Return  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  from  BotUm ;  and  of  deaths  from 
MHh  Chelsea, 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Amesburt.— BuiAf.  ^  This  return  includes  a  larger  number  of  births,  I  be- 
lieve, than  has  ever  before  been  recorded  in  any  one  year,  in  this  town,  and  is 
nearly  correct^ 

Georgetown. — "It  will  be  perceived  that  the  number  of  hirihs  are  moch 
smaller,  and  the  number  of  deaths  larger,  than  the  previous  year,  bat  tbcj 
are  nevertheless  believed  to  be  substantially  correct  You  will  also  notice  that 
a  few  deaths  are  included,  which  should  have  been  returned  the  last  year,  bat 
which  was  rendered  impracticable,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  person  wboM  do- 
ty it  was  to  make  returns  to  the  clerk."  Number  of  births  in  return,  39, — one 
birth  (Feb.  15, 1847)  stricken  out,  which  makes  the  number  38,  as  in  the  printed 
table. 

Hamilton. — Births.  Number  in  return,  24, — twins  were  counted  as  but  out,— 
the  whole  number,  therefore,  as  in  printed  table,  25. 

Haverhill.^*'  I  think  the  return  is  correct,  with  the  exception  of  deaths,  the 
whole  number  the  past  year,  I  think,  is  nearly  four  times  the  number  retumedi 
the  number  returned  is  from  one  section  of  the  town  only.  I  have  the  promise 
of  a  correct  return  the  present  year." 

Lawrence. — Births.  ^  Among  the  number  of  births  above  returned,  yoa  wfll 
perceive  some  dates  back  of  May  1st,  1847,  owing  to  the  fact,  that  the  town  was 
incorporated  at  so  late  a  day,  that  we  could  furnish  no  returns,  and  also  not  ia 
the  power  of  either  Andover  or  Methuen,  to  return  them.  I  presume  theee  coo- 
f rise  nearly,  or  quite,  all  the  births  that  were  obtainable,  but  not  all  that  baft 
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taken  place  in  the  town,  ae  nearly  one  thousand  Irish  have  lefl  the  place  since 
Jan.  1, 1848,  and  they  are  the  most  prolific  in  any  commnnity.  The  school  com- 
mittee have  shown  a  commendable  zeal  in  making  their  retam  to  me,  and,  I  ha?e 
no  doubt,  have  done  all  in  their  power  to  conform  to  the  law,  in  this  respect" 
Two  births,  previous  to  May  1st,  1847,  stricken  out"— JUarru^^et.  ^  This  return, 
I  believe,  comprises  nearly,  or  quite,  all  of  the  marriages  that  have  been  solemn- 
ized, during  the  year.  I  have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  diflRnr- 
ent  clergymen,  the  necessity  of  making  these  returns,  and  they  have  cheerfblly 
responded  to  the  call.  There  have  been  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  persons 
published  here,  that  have  been  married  here.  I  have  published  93,  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  town." — Deaths.  ^  This  return  I  believe  to  be  almost  perfect,  as 
to  containing  a  complete  list,  or  nearly  so,  of  all  the  deaths  that  have  occurred  in 
this  town  the  past  year.  The  sexton  has  faithfully  performed  his  duty.  And  I 
trust  it  may  ever  continue  to  be  so  with  all  the  officers  of  this  town,  whose  duty 
it  may  be  to  make  returns  of  any  kind.  We  are  young,  but  growing,  as  you  will 
perceive,  by  the  return  of  births." 

Lthh. — Births.  Whole  number  of  births  in  return,  264, — ^2  anterior  and  9 
posterior  to  time  specified  for  returns,  stricken  ont^— which  leaves  259  as  in  printed 
Uble. 

Marblehiad. — BiHhs.  Whole  number  in  return,  185, — 40  anterior  to  time 
specified  for  return, — stricken  out, — which  leaves  145,  as  in  printed  table. 

Nbwburt. — "  I  regret  that  the  returns  are  not  more  correct,  but,  owing  to  se- 
vere sickness,  I  have  not  been  able  to  attend  to  the  collecting  or  making  up  the 
returns,  but  have  been  dependent  on  others.  I  think  the  number  of  deaths  must 
have  been  at  least  one  hundred,  but  the  sextons  have  not  attended  to  their  du- 
ties." 

Salem. — Births,    *'  So  far  as  ascertained." 

West  Newburt. — Births.    **  As  returned  by  the  school  committee." 

No  RxTDRif  of  births  from  .^ndSover,— of  births,  marriages  or  deaths,  from  Bev- 
erly and  Wenham. 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Acton. — *'  I  have  not  received  any  returns  for  births  nor  deaths." 
Ashland. — Births.  "  The  report  is  as  presented  by  the  superintending  school 
committee.  In  the  column  headed  '  Residence  of  Parents^*  may  be  found  some 
items,  perhaps  not  in  accordance  with  the  statute,  but  in  accordance  with 
thejudgment  of  the  committee;  some  ambiguity  attaches  to  the  subject ;  for  in- 
stance ;  a  child  is  born  in  A ;  during  the  year,  the  parents  remove  to  B— -, 

a  hundred  miles  distant    The  fact  of  this  birth  does  not  come  to  the  knowledge 

of  the  committee  in  A .    The  committee  in  6 ,  in  the  discharge  of  their 

duty,  learn  the  facts  in  the  case ; — where  shall  the^birth  be  recorded  ? and 

what  is  to  be  understood  by  the  heading — Residence  of  Parents  f  An  answer 
to  these  queries,  will  confer  a  favor  upon  some  doubting  minds,  and  very  much 
oblige."  The  heading  to  their  return  is  "  The  number  of  births  in  the  town  of 
Mdand^  and  yet  births  in  the  towns  of  Southborough,  Brighton,  Marlborough 
and  Holliston !  were  returned,— which  have  been  stricken  out,  leaving  the  nam- 


14  SEVENTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 

ber  of  births  in  Ashland,  36,  instead  of  40.  The  committee  in  A  ■  make  it- 
turn  of  a  birth, — if,  during  the  year,  the  parents  remove  to  B ^  the  commitlee 

80  state  in  their  return. 

BiLLiRicA. — Births,    Whole  number  in  return,  28,  should  be  39. 

BoxBORonoH. — Birtht.  **  There  has  been  no  return  of  the  births  b  j  the  echool 
committee,  to  the  town  clerk  this  year." 

Briohtoit. — Births.  In  the  Ashland  return, — No.  94,  registered  June  6^  18l8t 
is  the  name  o^Jindrtw  J^orion^  date  of  births  January  13, 1848, — ^name  and  soT' 

name  of  parents, Norton,— occupation  of  father, — laborer, — ^residence  of  pa. 

rents, — ^€hild  horn  in  Brighton^ — ^removed  to  Ashland  April,  1848."^— -la 
Brighton  return.  No.  282, — Mbif^ — date  qfhirth^  January  13,  1848,  name  andaiv- 
name  of  parents,  John  and  Bridget  Norton,— occupation  of  father,  laborer  (?) 

Cambridoe. — Births,  '*  More  nearly  correct,  as  to  the  number^  than  former  le- 
turns." — Marriages,  "  The  foregoing  list  contains  all  the  marriagea  returned  to 
this  office ;  but  it  is  very  imperfect ;  more  than  twice  this  number  of  Cambridge 
inhabitants,  here  represented,  have  been  published,  and  probably  married,  during 
the  year." 

Charlestown. — Marriages,    "  The  above  return  contains  all  the  maniagiB 
solemnized  in  this  city,  that  have  been  returned  to  the  city  clerk,  by  the  prop* 
solemnizing  officers.    There  are  a  number  of  clergymen  in  this  citj,  who  have 
not  made  any  return  of  marriages  solemnized  by  them,  subsequent  to  May  1 
1847." 

Chelmsford. — Births,  Whole  number  5G,  instead  of  55. — Deaihs.  "This 
return  is  very  imperfect,  but  it  is  the  best  I  could  make  from  the  materials  fumisk- 
ed  mo  by  the  sextons.  I  have  added  to  their  return,  such  particulara,  as  my  owa 
personal  knowledge  could  supply." 

Concord. — Births,  "  The  school  committee  have  made  no  return  of  the  births 
in  Concord,  the  last  year,  and  consequently  the  record  is  a  blank.  I  shall  obtain, 
so  far  as  I  can,  information  from  the  physicians  of  the  town,  and  hope  soon  to  be 
able  to  make  a  return  of  the  births  obtained  from  that  source." 

Dunstable. — Marriages  '*  There  are  but  few  marriages  in  this  town,  for  the 
town  is  situated  so  near  New  Hampshire,  that  considerable  part  avail  themselves 
of  the  New  Hampshire  law,  and  go  to  Nashua  to  get  married,  I  suppose  to  save 
the  publishing  fees." — Deaths.  **  The  sexton  is  faithful  in  his  duty,  and  makes  very 
full  and  correct  returns,  but,  either  owing  to  this  being  a  very  healthy  town,  or 
having  a  very  skilful  physician,  there  were  but  few  deaths  in  town  the  last  yesr.* 

Framiugbam. — Births,  "  The  foregoing  record,  I  have  made  as  it  was  handed 
to  me,  by  the  assessors,  who  were  employed  by  the  school  committee.** — Mar- 
riages, "  A  considerable  number  of  Catholics  have  been  married,  of  which  I  have 
had  no  return,  and  I  think  there  are  a  few  others  that  have  not  been  returned.**— 
Deaths.    "The  sextons  have  not  all  made  returns." 

HoLLisTON. — Births,  "  I  think  this  return  is  nearly,  if  not  quite,  complete,  ao 
far  as  concerns  Ilolliston  proper.  There  were  several  births,  it  is  supposed,  among 
the  foreigners  engaged  in  constructing  the  railroad ;  here,  all  of  these  are  omitted. 
The  person  who  took  the  record  of  births  through  the  town,  said  he  could  not  aant' 
lain  them.  The  payment  made  for  taking  the  record  of  births,  is  not  half  large 
enough.    It  will  never  be  taken  accurately  and  uniformly,  till  the  pay  ia  inci 
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to  10  or  ISdfl.  each  at  leaat**  Oat  birth  idddd^ — atiieken  fn>in  Aahland  retarn> 
making  the  whole  number  50. — Marriagts,  ^  The  above  embraces  all  the  retmrnt 
I  have  received,  hot  do  not  think  it  embraoet  all  the  marriages  solemnised.  It 
IB  quite  difficult  to  funish  correct  returns  of  marriages." — Ihaika.  "  This  return, 
I  have  no  doubt,  is  correct,  so  fkr  as  concerns  HoUiglan  proper^  there  are  2  or  3 
herein  returned,  which  do  not  contain  all  the  facts  required  by  law, — some  2  to  5 
deaths  occurred  among  the  laborers  on  the  railroad,  not  reported.  I  have  spent  two 
days  or  more,  in  collecting  some  of  the  deaths  herein  reported.  The  pay  is  too 
small  for  the  service  required." 

Liircojuf. — Biriki,  '*I  believe  there  have  been  fifteen  or  more  births  in 
the  town,  during  the  year,  but  the  school  committee  have  made  me  no  return,  and 
I  can  only  return  the  number,  without  the  items,  according  to  the  best  of  my 
knowlege  in  the  case." — Dtaiha.  "Oar  sexton  reiiisM  to  retoro  the  deaths 
which  occurred  in  the  town,  during  the  year,  giving,  as  a  fsofOfi,  the  selectmen 
would  not  pay  him  for  said  service  last  year,  so  yoa  can  readily  perceive  that  my 
retom  is  necessarily  very  imperfect" 

LiTTUBTOir.— jBtifAf.    "  No  returns  have  been  made  into  the  clerk's  office." 

Lowell. — Birtki.  One  birth,  Afore^  26, 1847,  stricken  out, — ^whole  number  71 7. 

Maldbn. — BirUiM.  Five  births  anterior  to  date  specified  for  return,  to  be  made, 
stricken  out,  making  the  whole  number,  53. 

Marlborouoh. — BiHhs,  "  Which  is  all  the  school  committee  have  returned, 
probably  about  one  half  of  the  births  which  have  taken  ]^ce."  2  births  before 
the  time  specified  for  return  to  be  made,  stricken  out,  and  one  added, — stricken 
from  Ashland  return^ — ^making  the  whcAe  number,  20. 

Natick. — '*  I  herewith  forward  the  annual  return  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths, 
which  have  occurred  in  this  town,  during  the  year  ending  May  1, 1848,  and  am 
happy  to  say,  with  a  greater  proximity  to  correctness,  than  have  been  made  in  any 
pnceding  year ;  but  still,  not  so  correct  as  could  be  desired.  It  is  dne,  however, 
to  the  present  school  committee,  to  say,  that  they  have  discharged  their  duty 
fidthfully,  and  returned  the  births  promptly,  and  with  great  accuracy ;  so,  with 
regard  to  the  marriages,  neariy  all  that  have  taken  place  in  this  town,  have  been 
lecorded.  The  publishments  have  far  exceeded  the  marriages,  many  of  the  lat- 
ter have  taken  place  out  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  some  of  the  number  are  Ro- 
man Catholics,  none  of  which  are  ever  retamed  to  the  town  clerk.  The  deaths 
are  more  imperfect ;  some  few  have  not  been  returned  by  the  sextons.  I  find 
more  difficult  in  the  marriages,  than  could  be  desired.  Applications  for  pub- 
lishments are  often  made  by  letter,  sometimes  by  friends  who  do  not  know  the 
place  of  birth,  the  names  of  parenta,  nor  the  residence  of  fathers ;  if  these  data  be 
requisite,  it  would  seem  that  the  blanks  famished  by  the  Commonwealth,  for  the 
csrtificate  of  publishments,  should  conform  to  the  record  to  be  made,  and  then,  at 
the  solemnization  of  the  marriage,  the  blanks  might  be  filled,  if  the  officiating 
clergyman  had  brass  enough  to  ask  the  requiaito  questions  of  the  parties  to  be 
joined  in  wedlock." 

RsADure. — BiHhi*  One  birth,  after  the  time  specified  for  return  to  be  made, 
stricken  out,  whole  number,  84. 

South  RBADiire. — Marriages,  '*  This  return  does  not  embrace  all  the  mairiagoi 
that  have  been  solemnized  in  the  town,  during  the  year,  as  one  detgyman  has 
made  no  return." 
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Stow. — ^^  There  has  not  been  any  birthi  or  deaths  recorded  in  thifl  tows  the 

last  year." 

TTNeiBOKODOH. — Dtoihs.  *<  I  am  well  aware  that  I  have  delayed  aending  tUi 
retom,  till  I  have  trespassed,  bot  I  trust  I  shall  be  excused,  when  I  inform  jci 
that  I  have  obtained  the  matter  contained  in  this  sheet,  by  dint  of  going  to  and  fie 
on  the  earth ;  not  a  single  retom  has  been  made  to  me  this  year  ;  as  yet  I  halt 
waited  for  the  return  of  births  due  from  our  school  committee,  in  hope  of  retnn- 
ing  them  together,  but  I  have  not  received  the  return  of  hirihg  yet ;  when  I  do,  it 
shall  be  forthcoming.  NoAlama^inTyngsborongh,thepastyear  ;  all  thathavi 
been  married,  that  belong  to  Tyngsborough,  have  chosen  to  have  the  ceremoij 
performed  elsewhere." 

W^TxaTowif. — Births.  Whole  number  in  return,  78, — should  be  76. — 1 
M  The  sexton  has  made  no  return  to  me." 

WxsTroan. — BirihM.  Whole  number  in  retum,'37,— should  be  86. — 1 
"  The  above  contains  all  the  deaths  returned  to  the  town  clerk,  probably  lea 
than  one  half  of  the  whole  number  in  town."  No  Rbtuars  of  birtfaa  from  Om- 
eordj  and  Woimmi  of  marriages  from  7\fng$horaugh ;  of  birtha  and  deaths,  torn 
AcUnif  and  Slow ;  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  from  Somervilie, 

WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Atbol. — DeOthi  ^  No  returns  have  been  made  to  this  office,  punuani  Id  ths 
law ;  I  cannot  therefore  make  the  return  in  regard  to  them,  but  will  state  geoenl- 
ly  that  the  number  of  deaths  that  occurred,  during  that  period,  was  about  thiity." 

AuBUBir. — Birtha.  Whole  number,  9,  instead  of  10. — DtathM.  **  The  above  is  as 
perfect  a  return,  as  I  am  able  to  make  from  the  informatioD  obtained  by  ths 
sexton." 

BoTLSTOzr.— Bir<Af.  ''  I  regret,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  ths 
school  committee,  in  the  duty  required  of  them  by  law,  in  aacertaininf  and 
making  a  return  to  me,  of  the  births  which  have  taken  place  in  this  town,  dariag 
the  past  year,  I  am  unable  to  make  any  return  of  births  this  year ;  and  I  regrst  it 
the  more,  as  my  records  and  returns  have  been  full  and  accurate,  till  the 
time.  I  did  not  receive  the  blanks,  until  after  the  time  (1st  of  May)  our 
usually  make  their  circuit ;  otherwise,  an  arrangement  might  have  been 
with  them.  There  was  ample  time,  however,  for  the  school  committee  to  haw 
performed  the  duty,  if  they  had  been  so  disposed.  I  felt  it  to  be  a  matter  of  ja^ 
tice  to  myself,  to  state  these  facts,  and  they  are  at  your  disposaL" 

BaooKFiXLo. — Deaths.  ^  This  return  is,  as  you  will  see,  very  imperfect;  ws 
have  no  regularly  chosen  or  appointed  sexton ;  therefore,  the  returns  are  noc  nade 
as  they  should  be.  Thii  return  was  made  according  to  the  best  knowledge  of  ths 
clerk." 

Harvaeo. — DtaUtt.  **  The  above  is  as  full  and  correct  a  report,  aa  could  well 
be  obtained." 

HoLOBM. — Births.    ^  The  number  of  births  is  supposed  to  be  correct,  bet  we 
have  a  floating  population  of  Irish  and  French,  that  stop  but  a  riiovt  tioM^ 
are  ofl^  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  a  complete  return." 

LaiCBSVH.— JKrIftt.    Return  not  signed  by  the  town  clerk. 
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Leominster. — Births,  "  Tlie  above  return  is  complete,  I  believe,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  names  of  some  children,  ^rho  are  not  yet  named,  and  of  two  whose 
parents  removed  from  town,  soon  after  the  date  of  birth." 

MiLLBURY. — Marriages.  *'  There  have  been  thirty-nine  publishments,  and  as 
many  certificates  issued,  and  but  twelve  marriages  returned,  as  many  of  the  num- 
ber were  forcitjners,  and  married  by  the  CatJiolic  priest,  at  Worcester,  the  clerk's 
return  of  that  place  should  show  moie  marriages  than  publishments,  if  the  re- 
turns are  agreeable  to  the  law.    The  births  and  deaths,  I  believe,  arc  correct." 

NoRTHBOROUGU. — Birihs.  "  But  one  of  the  school  committee  (of  which  there 
are  five)  has  made  any  return ;  the  actual  amount  of  births  in  this  town,  is  proba- 
bly three  times  as  many  as  are  given  here.  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  al. 
tering  tlie  law,  so  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  assessors  to  collect  the  informa- 
tion. I  know  the  school  committee  can  authorize  them  to  do  it,  but  have  found, 
by  experience,  that  the  assessors  arc  unwilling  to  do  it;  if  the  law  made  it  a  part 
of  their  duty,  there  would  probably  be  no  trouble." 

SouTHBRiDOE.— ;*^The  returns  are  not  complete,  and  I  could  not  make  them 
BO,  as  I  had  to  make  them  from  the  registration  of  the  former  town  clerk.  The 
school  committee  take  very  little  trouble  in  ascertaining  the  births,  by  personal 
attention,  or  by  authorizing  others.  If  school  committees,  generally,  do  not  take 
more  interest  in  the  matter  than  they  do  in  tliis  town,  I  think  there  should  be  a 
more  effectual  way  provided." 

Sturbridge. — Births,  "  I  have  been  urging  the  school  committee  to  make 
the  return  seasonably.    They  have  not  done  it  till  this  time." 

Sutton. — Marriages,  "  The  clergymen  are  very  negligent  in  making  returns 
of  marriages,  according  to  the  laws  of  Massachusetts.  I  presume  there  are  some 
marriages,  that  never  are  returned  to  the  clerk  of  the  town  where  they  are  solem- 
nized." 

Templeton. — Births,  "The  return  is  as  complete  as  could  be  made  from  the 
returns  made  to  me,  but  does  not  include  all  the  births  in  the  town." — Deaths, 
"This  return  includes  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  deaths  in  the  town,  during  the  year." 

Webster. — Deaths,  "  Although  blank  returns  were  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  sextons,  yet  the  records  of  deaths  are  very  imperfect.  I  find  more  difficulty 
in  obtaining  correct  information  for  tlicse  returns, — than  for  either  of  the  others." 

West  Botlston. — Births,  "I  have  endeavored  to  return  as  perfect  a  list  as 
possible,  agreeable  to  law  ;  there  are  three  births  where  the  sex  is  not  specified, 
and,  in  these  cases,  I  believe  the  parents  were  foreigners,  who  have  since  renicved 
out  of  town,  and  that  fact  could  not  be  easily  ascertained,  as  our  physicians  for- 
got to  make  a  record  of  the  sex,  at  the  time  of  birth." 

Westminster. — Births,  "The  number  of  births,  in  the  town  of  Westmin- 
ster, (furiTig'  the  year  next  preceding  May  1,  1848,  was  72,"  and  in  the  column  of 
«  Date  of  Birth,'  is  one  each,  in  the  years  1832,  1834,  18:30,  1837,  1839  and  1840, 
— ^two  in  1842,  1843, — 44  in  184(5,  and  14  previous  to  May  1,1847, — leaving  but 
four  born  within  the  time  in  which  the  town  clerk  was  to  moke  return. 

No  Returns  of  births  from  Oxford^  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  from  DanOf 
PhiUipston  and  Upton, 
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Amherst. — Births,    One  birth,  afler  May  1,  1848,  stricken  out,  making  tlM 
whole  number  70. 

Belciiertown. — Births.  ''The  above  is  an  imperfect  return  of  birtht,  u  tbe 
names  of  those  returned  ivere  taken  from  the  minutes  of  one  of  our  physicianf.' 
,  — Deaths,  ''The  above  does  not  embrace  all  the  deaths  in  this  town,  as  I  half 
had  no  return  from  the  sextons,  and  there  is  no  inducement  for  town  clerkf  to 
labor  to  make  a  full  return,  as  their  compensation  is  merely  nominal,  and,  haTiBf 
no  returns  made  to  them,  either  from  the  school  committee,  or  sextons,  it  is  in* 
possible,  unless  tliey  make  an  entire  circuit  of  the  town,  to  make  a  full  and  cooh 
plcle  return." 

Chesterfield. — Births,    One  in  each  of  the  years  1897,  1842,  1843, 18Mb 
and  two  in  1847,  previous  to  May  1st,  stricken  out,  making  the  whole  number  & 

Easth4mpton. — Births,  "No  return  has  been  made  to  me  by  the  school 
committee,  either  tliis  year  or  last  I  let  them  have  a  set  of*  blanks  to  make  re- 
turns to  me,  and  as  they  have  not  returned  them,  up  to  this  day,  I  think  that  tbey 
may  be  blanks  yet  I  tliink  that  the  return  of  births  should  be  made  by  physi- 
cians, or  be  collected  by  the  clerk  himself.  The  school  committee  is  not  aay 
body ;  one  of  the  committee  may  do  his  duty,  and  the  others  neglect  it,  and  yoor 
return  is  not  worth  any  thing." — Marriages,  "  The  number  of  marriages  retamed 
is  small,  the  clergymen  in  this  town  have  been  prompt  in  making  return  of  mar* 
ria ges  ;  some  go  out  of  the  State  from  this  town  every  year." — Deaths,  "We 
have  no  sextons  in  tliis  town ;  I  have  obtained  the  information  of  physicians  and 
others,  and  kept  a  record  ;  it  is  probably  correct." 

Enfield. — "  The  above  arc  all  the  deaths  which  have  occurred  within  thelimiti 
of  this  town,  during  the  specified  year,  and  tlic  record,  so  far  as  it  goes,  is,  I  be- 
lieve, correct  The  number  of  marriages^  I  believe  to  be  correct,  for  our  dergf 
have  been  very  prompt  to  make  their  returns  very  nearly  as  the  law  directs,  and 
tlieir  reason  for  so  doing  n)ay  be  in  some  measure  accounted  for ;  the  pay  for  their 
services  tells,  compared  to  the  pay  of  the  other  officers  who  have  to  do  in  the  mat- 
ter. The  births  are,  for  the  most  part,  correct ;  the  number,  so  far  as  ascertained, 
is  correct,  or,  at  the  least,  nearer  the  truth  than  it  will  likely  to  be,  unless  our 
legislature  can,  in  tlieir  generosity,  afford  to  pass  an  act,  to  pay  one  officer  of  the 
town,  to  collect  and  make  returns  to  the  clerk,  in  such  a  manner,  thot  he  can  send 
them  forward,  with  that  degree  of  accuracy,  that  may  be  depended  upon  ;  for,  un- 
til an  adequate  compensation  can  be  paid,  you  cannot  get  accurate  and  full  retoras. 
Who  will  or  can  find  any  fault  with  a  school  committee,  for  not  ascertaining  the 
hirthSf  in  any  of  our  inland  towns,  of  one  or  two  thousand  inhabitants.  Take  thii 
town,  for  an  example,  of  one  thousand  inhabitants,  with  from  20  to  30  births  in 
the  year,  which  has  taken  two  days  to  get  the  information  required  by  the  stat- 
utes, and  you  will  perceive  that  it  affords  the  enormous  sum  of  seventy  cents  per 
day,  for  self-expenses  of  living,  and  pay  for  horse-hiro  (which,  by  the  way,  wiU 
not  be  less  than  $1  50).  If  this  good  old  State  of  Massachusetts,  which  is  looked 
up  to  as  an  example  of  generous  salaries^  can  require  of  her  generous-hearted  ye*- 
manry,  to  do  such  fatiguing  duties,  and  ascertain  such  desired  statistics,  for  the 
benefit  of  her  citizens,  and  refuse  to  pay  ihcm  a  fair  compensation  for  their  laboi% 
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thejinost  not  be  disappointed,  if,  instead  of  their  doing  those  duties  required, 
they  will  soon  wholly  neglect  them ;  for  five  cents  a  birth  will  not  pay  a  committee 
sufficient  to  purchase  them  a  dinner  of  water  gnidJ* 

Goshen. — "I  have  given  you  a  perfect  list  of  all  hirlhs,  marriagea  and  deaths, 
that  have  occurred  in  this  town,  within  the  time  specified." 

Greenwich. — Births.  "  The  above  is  a  correct  list  of  births,  in  this  town, 
within  the  time  specified,  t.  e.,  from  the  first  of  May,  1847,  to  the  IstofMay,  1848, 
according  to  the  record  of  my  predecessor,  and  the  best  information  I  could  obtain 
elsewhere." — Alarriages.  "  The  above  comprises  a  list  of  persons  married  in  our 
town,  from  May  Ist,  1847,  to  May  1st,  1848,  according  to  the  best  information  I 
could  obtain,  yet  the  list  is  very  imperfect,  owing  probably  to  tlie  carelessness 
or  negligence  of  those  who  made  out  the  certificates ;  they  not  giving  dates,  &c., 
80  as  to  fill  out  the  list  as  the  law  requires.  But  I  will  do  what  I  can,  to  have 
the  returns  in  better  shape,  another  year." 

Hatfield. — Births.  Four  births  since  May  1, 1848, — stricken  from  return, 
— Cleaving  the  whole  number,  24. 

Northampton.— Bir<A*.    Return,  87,  should  be  88. 

Norwich. — Deaths.  "  The  above,  I  believe  to  be  correct,  so  far  as  the  record 
is  full ;  I  have  taken  considerable  trouble  to  get  the  returns  in,  and  it  is  the  first 
time  the  deaths  have  been  returned  to  the  clerk,  since  the  present  law  was  enact- 
ed ;  this  is  the  cause  of  its  being  rather  late." 

Pelhav. — '<  There  has  been  no  return  of  births  and  deaths  made  to  me.  But 
there  has  been  probably  15  births,  and  12  or  13  deaths." 

Prescott. — Births.  "  The  above  is  a  true  transcript  from  the  record  I  have 
kept,  and  contains  the  exact  number  of  births  that  have  occurred  in  this  town  the 
year  ending  April  dOth  last,  as  I  have  ascertained  by  personal  inquiry,  in  travers- 
ing the  length  and  breadth  of  the  town,  up  hill  and  down,  through  snow  and  mud, 
(it  mostly  being  accomplished  in  the  month  of  March,)  the  school  committee  hav- 
ing previously  refused  to  give  the  least  aid,  (although  furnished  with  blanks,  and 
frequently  solicited  so  to  do ;)  and  hence  the  whole  burthen  fell  on  the  clerk,  or  else 
subject  himself  to  a  penalty  of  ten  dollars.  Cannot  our  wise  legislators,  in  their 
long  sessions,  make  some  alterations  in  the  law,  that  shall  more  equalize  the  labor 
to  be  performed  in  collecting  all  the  facts  necessary  to  render  the  registration 
law  complete  ?" — Mcariages.  "  One  other  gentleman  and  lady  from  this  town, 
took  a  ride  into  N.  H.,  and  returned  '  one  fiesh,'  as  they  say,  that  is,  roan  and 
wife.  Query.  Ought  not  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  to  make  it  compulso- 
ry on  the  parties  thus  united  in  marriage,  to  furnish  some  evidence  of  their 
union,  from  the  magistrate  or  clergyman,  who  officiates  at  such  ceremony,  to  the 
town  clerk  of  the  town  where  the  parties  belong,  that  it  may  be  recorded  with  the 
other  marriages  that  take  place  ?" — Deaths.  *'  The  above  is  a  correct  list  of  all 
the  deaths  that  have  occurred  in  this  town,  for  the  year  ending  April  SOth,  1848, 
with  the  condition,  age,  occupation,  &c.,  of  each,  as  returned  to  me  by  the  several 
sextons  in  town,  who  have  performed  their  duty  very  cheerfully  and  with  correct- 
ness, (where  all  the  facts  could  be  asceitained  in  the  several  inquiries,)  except 
making  their  returns  monthly,  as  required  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  act" 

South  Hadlet.— J5ir</».    "  The  above  is  a  list  of  births  in  South  Hadley,  as 
returned  by  the  school  committee.    I  believe  it  to  be  full  and  correct" 
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Wars.— />eaM«.    "  No  return  of  deaths  in  town  the  past  year  made  to  me." 
Westhampton. — Marriagta.    "  My  vocabulary  ia  not  extensive  enough  to  ex- 
press, in  a  single  word, the  'occupation'  of  unmarried  ifoung  ladie».    Can't  do 
better  than  set  it  down—preparation  for  matrimony,^ 

No  RfTuair  of  birtlia  from  Cummington,  and  of  births  and  deaths  from  Prf- 
ham, 

HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 

BiAifDTOKD.— Births.  "  The  above  is  a  correct  list  of  the  births,  as  retoroed 
to  me  by  the  school  committee."— Z>fa/**.  "The  above  list  I  have  obtained  fron 
our  clergyman,  and  think  it  very  near  correct." — Marriages,  "  The  above  mir- 
riages  are  all  that  have  been  returned  to  me,  but  probable  not  all  that  have  been 
married  in  our  town." 

Brimfield. — "  If  we  could  have  the  blanks,  previous  to  the  Ist  of  May,  the 
assessors  could  collect  the  births,  but  as  they  do  not,  tlie  school  committee  coUeet 
them  at  their  leisure." 

Graicville.— Btr/A«.  "  Whole  number  should  be  31,  instead  of  29»  as  in  re- 
turn." 

Holland.— Bir/A«.  "  There  has  not  been  any  return  of  birtlis  made  to  mSb 
for  the  past  year ;  whether  any  have  occurred  or  not,  I  have  not  been  informed.' 

Ludlow. — Births.  "  I  have  not  received  any  return  from  tlie  school  commit- 
tee,  of  births,  for  the  past  year.  I  received  tlicse  fourteen,  from  the  journal  of 
Dr.  W.  B.  Alden." 

Montgomery. — Marriages.  "  There  has  been  several  others  married  within 
the  year,  residents  of  this  town,  but  were  married  in  other  places." 

Palmer. — Births.    Whole  number,  71,  instead  of  72,  as  in  return. 

West  Springfield. — "  I  herewith  transmit  what  I  have,  of  returns  reqniied 
by  law,  to  be  made  to  the  secretary,  in  the  month  of  June,  annually.  Yoa  will 
see,  at  a  glance,  that  they  are  very  imperfect  I  will  state  some  of  the  rcasonSi 
The  town  school  committee  have  neglected  to  make  any  report  whatever,  of  tbi 
births  in  towo,  and,  of  course,  none  is  forwarded.  The  committee  are  unwilling 
to  attend  to  the  duty,  at  least,  for  the  compensation  allowed  by  law,  and  the  town 
have  taken  no  otiier  n)ea8ure8  to  obtain  the  requisite  facts.  The  return  of  aiar> 
riages  is  likewise  deficient,  from  the  fact,  that  clergymen,  or  others,  trho  may 
officiate  at  marriages,  consider  the  matter  of  obtaining  the  information  rc^oired 
by  law,  from  the  parties  themselves,  at  the  time  of  marriage,  as  of  a  very  delicatt 
nature,  and  will  not  attend  to  iL  I  think  the  hint  given  in  your  circular  of  April 
12,  with  regard  to  town  clerks  attending  to  the  facts  required  by  law,  will  receive 
attention  when  practicable.  There  are  but  few  cases  in  town,  where  any  par' 
ticular  person  has  charge  of  burial  grounds,  so  that  no  person  is  lawfully  Migti 
to  make  return  of  the  deaths  in  town ;  most  of  those  which  I  have  obtained,  were 
given  me  by  the  kindness  of  clergymen,  who  attended  at  the  funerals,  by  which 
most  of  the  deaths  can  be  determined,  but  without  the  necessary  facts  required 
bv  law." 

Westfibld. — Marriages.    "  The  above  are  not  all  the  marriage  thai  have 
been  solemnized  here,  but  all  that  have  been  returned  to  me." 
No  RETumif  of  deaths  from  Chester  and  Palmer. 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

AsHPiELD. — Deaths.  "  The  foregoiDg  is  a  true  copy  of  town  record,  as  fur- 
nished by  Jonathan  Lilly,  sexton." 

BERifARDSTON. — Bxrihs.  •*  The  above  was  prepared  by  Dr.  E.  W.  Carpenter, 
who  has  very  commendably  performed  the  same  service  for  some  years  past,  and 
I  believe  is  as  nearly  perfect  as  can  be." 

Ervino.— />ea<^.    *'  M  that  have  been  returned^  (one). 

Greenfield. — "  The  births  and  deaths  are  not  returned  to  the  town  clerk,  and 
have  never  been  since  the  law  was  enacted." 

Ha  WLEY. — Births,  "  Above  is  the  copy  of  record,  and  you  will  perceive  that 
there  are  eight  recorded,  that  were  born  in  1846,  which  accounts  for  10,  in  the 
heading,  and  18  in  the  number  column.  I  was  not  clerk  for  1847,  and  have  cop- 
ied as  they  stand  on  the  register."  But  4,  in  fact,  should  have  been  returned.— 
for  there  were  8  births  in  1846, — and  6  previous  to  May  1,  1847. 

MoifROE. — Marriages,  "  In  looking  over  the  records,  I  find  that  the  last  mar- 
riage which  was  solemnized  in  Monroe,  was  in  1840,  and,  in  all  probability,  there 
will  be  few,  if  any,  as  long  as  the  present  law  is  in  existence,  requiring  people  to 
be  published  before  marriage.  The  records  of  the  towns  of  Stanford,  Readsbor- 
ongh,  and  Whitingham,  in  Vermont,  will  have  to  be  looked  afler,  in  order  to  know 
who,  and  how  many,  have  been  joined  in  the  bands  of  matrimony,  for  eight  years 
past  People  in  this  town  have  got  an  idea,  they  can  be  equally  as  well  married 
in  Vermont,  as  in  Massachusetts,  and  be  spared  the  mortification  of  being  posted 
before  they  are  joined." — Deaths^  '^  I  am  happy  to  state  that  there  has  not  been 
a  death  in  the  town  of  Monroe  the  past  year." 

Orange. — Deaths,  "  The  record  of  deaths  for  the  past  year,  is  rather  more 
imperfect  than  it  should  be.  I  return  such  as  is  leflby  my  predecessor.  The  fault 
probably  is  with  the  sextons,  in  not  making  their  monthly  returns,  which  will  ac- 
count for  the  irregularity  in  dates." 

Warwick. — Births,  "  Above  you  have  all  the  births  that  have  taken  place  in 
town,  during  the  year  next  preceding  May  1, 1848.  Rev.  R.  C.  Hatch,  one  of  our 
school  coomiittee,  and  myself,  have  taken  the  utmost  pains  to  procure  a  perfect 
return  to  your  office,  and  I  believe  we  have  been  successful  in  getting  the  above 
complete." — Marriages,  "  Above  are  all  the  marriages  that  have  been  returned  to 
me  the  past  year.  Many  others  have  taken  place  among  those  that  reside  in 
town,  but  it  so  happened,  that  it  was  not  convenient  to  perform  the  ceremonies  in 
the  town." — Deaths,  "  Above  is  a  perfect  and  complete  return  of  all  deaths  that 
have  taken  place  in  this  town  the  past  year,  up  to  May  1, 1848." 

No  Returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  from  Conway,  Heath,  Northfidd, 
and  Bowe ;  of  births  and  deaths,  from  Gresnpdd  and  Shuteshury, 

BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Alford. — Deaths,  "This  return  is  incomplete,  owing  to  the  fact,  that  the 
town  has  not  chosen  a  sexton,  and  I  have  had  to  gather  the  above  myself." 

EoRBM ONT. — Births,  "  The  above  is  all  the  births  returned  during  the  year 
ending  as  above,  on  account  of  the  negligence  of  the  school  committee,  and, 
knowing  their  duty,  have  neglected  to  perform  it" 
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FLORiDA.—Dca/^.    "  The  number  of  deaths  stolcd,  is  correct ;  the  other  p•^ 
ticulars  required  by  law  I  am  unable  to  state,  as  there  have  been  no  returns  made 

to  me.*' 

Great  Barrington.— UiV/^.  One  birth  since  May  1,  1848,  and  one  is 
Greenfield,  stricken  out, — whole  number  C4,  instead  of  C6.  "  Herewith  I  forward 
returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  for  this  town,  for  the  year  ending  Apdl 
30, 1848.  My  apology  for  not  having  forwarded  them  within  the  lime  pit- 
scribed,  is  in  Uie  fact,  that  a  largo  proportion  were  not  made  to  me  in  season,  to 
enable  me  to  do  so;  of  the  fcir/A*,  a  good  share  were  not  returned  until  thcfilh 
inst  This  is  the  first  return  of  births,  which  has  been  made  from  this  townfoi 
some  years  at  least  I  believe  it  is  full,  in  respect  to  numbers,  but  quite  imperfect 
in  detail,  as  you  may  see.  In  regard  to  deaths,  the  return,  I  am  satisfied,  is  ifr 
complete,  as  respects  the  number,  as  well  as  imperfect  in  otlier  respects.  The 
obstacle  to  perfect  returns  of  deaths,  is  in  the  fact,  that  we  have  five  different  ba- 
nal places,  three  of  which,  at  least,  are  without  regular  sextons.  This  year,  I 
give  to  each  of  our  five  clergymen,  a  blank  form  of  return,  for  deaths,  to  be  filled 
by  them,  as  occasion  may  require,  and  returned  to  this  office,  in  May,  1849.  I 
hope,  another  year,  our  returns  will  not  only  be  seasonably,  but,  in  all  respedi, 
satisfactorily  made." 

Laicesborough. — Births.  "  Several  transient  Irish  laborers  have  had  childzca 
during  the  time  specified  above,  but  names  and  dates  cannot  now  be  ascertained.* 
Whole  number  in  return,  "  about  tliirty,"  but  24,  however,  are  mentioned  for  a 
certainty. — Marriages.  "  The  custom  hero  is,  to  go  into  the  State  of  New  York, 
to  get  married." 

Mount  Washington. — Births.    Return  not  signed  by  town  clerk. 

New  Asuford. — Births.  "  By  personal  application  only,  I  ajn  enabled  to  get 
the  information  required  by  law." 

New  Marlborough. — Marriages.  "The  deficiency  in  this  return,  is  owiag 
to  the  fact,  that  thoso  who  solemnize  marriages,  do  not  return  to  tlie  clerk  all  the 
particulars  required  bylaw.  I  think  if  we  had  blanks,  for  marriage  certifieatei, 
and  also  to  place  in  the  hands  of  sextons,  it  would  enable  us  to  make  full  returm.* 
— DeatliS.  "  The  above  embraces  all  the  particulars  respecting  deaths,  which 
have  been  reported  to  me.  During  the  past  year  we  have  had  no  autliorized  per^ 
sons  to  take  the  charge  of  burial  places  ;  we  now  have,  and  hope  our  nextretoni 
may  be  more  full  and  accurate." 

Otis. — Deaths.  "  The  above  return  is  very  incomplete ;  not  a  single  •eztoa 
has  done  his  duty  in  returning  the  deaths  that  have  occurred  in  the  town.  I 
have  gathered  the  information  above  from  inquiry,  which  will  account  for  the 
incompleteness  of  the  return.** 

Richmond. — Births.  '*  Through  misunderstanding  in  tlie  school  committee, 
or  assessors,  no  returns  of  births  havo  been  made.  1  have  waited  till  my  tioie 
has  expired,  and  now  must  return  yon  this  blank,  with  only  this  explanation."— > 
Marriages.  "  You  may  think  strange  that  a  town  like  this  should  have  but  one 
marriage  in  the  course  of  the  year,  as  would  appear  frofn  the  record ;  but  this  is 
not  the  case :  there  have  been  a  number  of  marriages,  of  persons  belonging  to  thii 
town,  which  have  been  consummated  out  of  the  State,  which  have  not  been  re- 
turned to  this  office ;  and,  if  returned,  I  should  not  feel  authorized  toreumte 
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you.*' — Deaths.  "  There  has  been  no  return  of  deaths  made  to  this  office  ;  what  I 
have,  I  gathered,  as  opportunity  offered,  and  it  would  seem  as  if  some  more  effi- 
cient method  should  be  had,  to  secure  a  full  and  punctual  return  to  your  office, 
to  answer  the  designs  of  the  law.** 

Ttrinoham. — Births.    Return  is  made  of  5,  not  one  is  in  the  time  specified. 

West  Stockbridge. — "I  enclose  returns  of  births  and  deaths  in  West  Stock- 
bridge  ;  during  the  last  year,  no  return  of  marriages  has  been  made  to  me.  T 
suppose  the  number  of  deaths  in  town,  the  past  year,  is  more  than  double  the 
number  I  have  returned.    The  births  are  probably  nearly  correct." 

WiSD30K.^Births.    Whole  number  23,  instead  of  22. 

No  R£TURr«s  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  from  Mams,  Becket,  Boston  Cor- 
ner, Cheshire,  Hancock,  Hinsdale,  Sandisfield,  Stockbridge  and  Washington ;  of  mar- 
riages from  Clarksburg  and  TVest  Stockbridge;  of  births  from  Williamstown;  of 
births  and  marriages  from  Pittsfidd. 

NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Belliivgham. — Births.  "  The  return  of  births  is  very  incomplete ;  the  school 
committee  do  not  tliink  it  best  to  trouble  themselves  with  such  business,  and  the 
blanks  were  not  forwarded  to  me  in  season,  for  the  assessors  to  number  the  births ; 
therefbre,  I  return  what  I  can,  with  such  information  as  I  have." — Marriages. 
^  You  will  perceive  that  the  number  of  marriages  is  very  small ;  the  reason  is, 
that  we  were  destitute  of  a  settled  minister  last  season,  until  Oct.,  and  those 
wishing  to  be  married,  went  out  of  town,  and  they  are  not  recorded  here.  I  be- 
lieve there  were  about  twenty  publishments,  during  the  year  preceding  May  1, 
1848." — Deaths,  "I  would  say  that  tlie  return  is  far  from  what  I  could  wish,  but 
the  sextons  think  it  not  best  to  comply  with  law,  as  it  now  is ;  say  there  is  no 
penalty,  providing  they  do  not  conform  to  it ;  that  there  is  some  trouble,  and  that 
the  pay  is  not  sufficient ;  therefore,  I  have  obtained  the  best  information  I  could  ; 
there  have  been  many  other  deaths,  which  I  have  not  obtained." 

Brookline. — Births.  "  The  foregoing  list  comprises  the  births  in  the  town  of 
Brookline,  during  the  year  next  preceding  the  1st  May,  1848.  It  is  supposed  to  be 
correct,  as  it  was  taken  by  actual  inquiry,  made  at  each  house  in  the  town." — 
Marriages.  "  Five,  which  occurred  the  preceding  year,  and  were  not  returned  to 
the  town  clerk  in  season  for  last  year's  return,"  included  in  this,  and  have  been 
stricken  out,  leaving  10  as  the  whole  number. — Deaths.  "  In  relation  to  deaths, 
I  have  made  no  return,  as  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  from  the  sexton,  a  list — 
but  if  I  can  get  such  information, — at  a  later  period,  as  will  enable  me  to  make  a 
return,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  I  shall  do  so." 

CoBASSET. — Deaths.  *^  As  we  have  no  superintendent  of  burials,  and  every 
one  procures  whom  he  pleases,  whether  he  be  sexton  of  either  parish  or  not,  it  is 
with  some  trouble  that  I  can  obtain  the  exact  age,  and  true  cause  of  death,  but  I 
think  the  above  statements,  as  far  as  put  down,  are  correct.  I  have  put  down  the 
names  of  the  parents,  as  far  as  known,  but,  as  you  will  perceive,  by  the  age  of 
some  of  the  deceased,  some  of  them  have  been  dead  a  great  many  years.  Is  it 
necessary  to  put  down  the  names  of  those  parents,  or  merely  to  state  they  are  not 
giving  r" 


24  SEVENTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 

Dkdham. — Births.  "One,  May  6,  1846,  stricken  out, — ^leaving  the  wbek 
number  81. 

Dorchester. — Births.  Whole  number  261,  instead  of  2G2,  ajB  in  the  heiii^ 
of  Return. 

Med  WAY. — Births,  "  One  of  the  school  committee  did  not  return  the  day  of 
the  month  in  all  instances."  One  birth  in  May,  1848,  stricken  out,  leaTio;  the 
whole  number  G7. — Marriages.  "  Rev.  Dr.  Ide's  parish  includes  a  portion  of  tke 
town  of  Franklin.  One  or  two  instances  occur,  where  both  parties  beloDf  H 
Franklin.  I  have  returned  them  as  they  were  returned  to  me." — Dtaiki,  *^Bar 
tona  neglect  their  duty.    Many  of  the  above,  I  have  collected  myself." 

Randolph. — Marriages.  "  The  publishments,  during^  the  term  of  time  coi- 
tained  in  this  return,  were  sixty-one.  It  is  very  probable  that  this  return  contiia 
all  the  marriages  solemnized  within  the  town,  during  the  aforesaid  period.  Wc 
have  a  heavy  Irish  population,  who  are  very  willing  to  get  published,  bjit  I  haffc 
liever  had  one  of  them  returned  for  record,  unless  they  were  solemnized  by  soM 
protestant" 

RoxBURY. — Marriages.  "  In  relation  to  the  returns  of  *  births,  marriagei  uA 
deaths,*  which  are  required  by  law  to  be  made  at  your  ofRcc,  I  have  endeavoRd 
to  tomply,  and  have  taken  pains  to  have  them  correct  The  hirihs  are  obtained 
by  persons  employed  to  call  at  every  house  in  the  city,  and  the  deaths  are  retiutei 
regularly,  by  the  several  undertakers.  The  marriages  are  returned  in  nwatcase^ 
agreeably  to  tlie  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  the  several  clergymen  and  oCb- 
crs,  who  solemnize  them,  except  those  of  the  Roman  Catholic  churches,  laJ 
none  of  them  arc  returned." 

Stouohton. — Deaths,  '*  This  is  believed  to  be  the  whole  number  of  dcathi  ii 
the  town,  the  last  year.  The  6iV/^  must  be  nearly  all  returned,  but  much  impe^ 
fection  must  necessarily  arise,  from  their  being  taken  in  many  school  disthcli,  bj 
the  prudeniial  committees,  which  are  changed  every  year." — ^Marriages  %.xt  proba- 
bly all  returned,  but  ministers  of  intelligence,  neglect  to  make  return  of  the  iafor 
mation  souglit,  and  plead  ignorance  of  the  law.  Added  to  all  this,  the  duties  of 
the  clerks  are  trebled,  by  the  present  law,  and  no  additional  compensation  giveSi 
so  they  can  ill  afford  to  search  for  and  make  the  needful  corrections,  and  I  thiak 
nothing  like  perfect  accuracy  can  be  obtained  under  existing  laws.*' 

Weymouth. — Births.  "  The  record  of  births,  I  presume  to  be  correct^— 
Deaths.  "  The  return  of  deailis,  I  tiiink,  is  not  quite  full ;  I  employed  the  bat 
means  I  could  command,  in  the  absence  of  any  return  from  the  sextons.  The  it- 
turn  was  made  by  the  school  committee,  and  probably  is  nearly  all  the  deathi 
that  have  occurred." 

Wrfntham. — **  I  herewith  make  returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  which 
occurred  in  this  town,  during  the  year  ending  May  1, 1848,  so  far  as  the  retonii 
made  to  me  enable  me  to  do  so ;  which,  although  imperfect  in  some  respectSi 
are,  I  trust,  an  improvement  on  former  years. 

No  Returns  of  deaths  from  Braintree  and  Brookline. 


NOTES.  25 


BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

Freetown. — Births,    Whole  number  26,  instead  of  25,  as  in  return. 

Mansfield.  ^Deaths.  ^'  I  get  no  returns  from  the  sextons,  but  collect  from 
different  sources  the  best  I  can.    The  above,  as  far  as  it  goes,  I  think  correct*" 

Norton. — Deaihs.  **  All  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  none  having  been 
retamed." 

SwANZET. — Marriages.  "  I  suppose  more  have  been  married  in  town  the  year 
past  The  above  are  all  that  have  been  returned." — Deaths.  "  We  have  no 
sextons  in  town :  I  have  obtained  the  best  information  I  was  able." 

Taunton. — "The  number  of  births,  1  think,  is  correct,  but  my  return  of  mar- 
riages and  deaths,  which  accompanies  this,  is  incomplete  and  imperfect  I  be- 
lieve that  not  more  than  ttoo  thirda  of  the  marriages  that  have  taken  place  in  this 
town,  the  past  year,  have  been  returned  to  me,  by  those  persons  to  whom  that 
duty  belongs.  There  are,  however,  some  honorable  exceptions  among  our  cler- 
gymen. The  deaths  are  also  far  short  of  the  actual  number  that  have  occurred 
the  past  year.  All  that  I  have  returned,  T  obtained  myself,  without  the  assistance 
or  aid  of  any  sexton,  or  other  persons.  I  think,  since  I  have  been  the  clerk  of  the 
town,  which  is  now  between  two  and  three  years,  I  have  not  had  a  death  returned  to 
me  by  the  persons  whom  the  law  of  1844  makes  it  the  duty  to  make  such  returns 
to  the  clerk." 

Westport. — "There  have  been  twelve  couple  married  out  of  town,  during  the 
year." 

No  Returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  from  Fairhavtn  and  Seekonk ;  nor 
marriages  from  Berkley. 

PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

East  Bridoxwater. — Deaths.  "  A  number  of  persons  who  have  died  in  this 
town,  the  past  year,  were  buried  in  the  town  of  Abington,  inconsequence  of  their 
belonging  to  a  religious  society  in  that  place,  and  have  not  been  returned  to  me. 
The  above  list  is,  therefore,  incomplete.  Pains  will  be  taken,  in  future,  to  have 
the  returns  more  perfect" 

DuxBURT. — Marriages.  **  The  above  are  the  only  returns  that  have  been  made 
to  me  during  the  past  year.    I  have  not  received  any  returns  of  deaths  or  births." 

Kingston. — Deaths.  "  The  above  return  is  the  best  I  could  make.  Number 
I  think  complete.  There  has  not  been  a  single  voluntary  return  of  a  death,  du- 
ring the  past  year,  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  collect  what  information  I  could, 
by  inquiring  and  otherwise ;  I  find  some  have  lived  in  the  town  but  a  short  time, 
and  but  little  is  known  of  them.  Others,  the  disease  or  cause  of  death  isomknown, 
(but  boarding  one's  self,  and  working  for  nothing,  is  small  pay)." 

Marshfield. — Marriages.  "  The  above  are  all  the  marriages  which  have  oc- 
curred in  Marshfield,  during  the  last  registration  year." — Deaths.  "  The  above 
are  all  the  deaths  which  have  occurred  in  Marshfield,  during  the  last  registration 
year,  as  I  have  been  as  usual,  throughout  the  town,  and  obtained  the  information." 

Pltmpton. — Marriages.  "  There  was  no  colored  person  among  the  marriages. 
The  above  contains  every  marriage,  which  was  solemnized  in  Plympton,  during 
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the  year  ending  April  30, 1848.    The  average  age  of  the  males  is  28  2-13  jem. 
The  average  age  of  the  females  is  24  10-13  years." — Births.     "The  above  in- 
cludes every  birth,  which  occurred  in  the  town  of  Plympton,  during  the  year  be- 
ginning May  1, 1847,  and  ending  April  30, 1848.    There  vras  no  colored  penoo 
among  the  birtlis." — Deaths.    *'  The  above  includes  every  death  vi-hich  occuned 
in  Plympton,  during  the  year  ending  April  30, 1848, — 38  years  4  months,  9  dayi^ 
7  lG-23  hours  is  the  average  age  of  the  deceased  persons.     During  the  year  end- 
ing April  30, 1848,  there  was  an  unusual  number  of  deaths  in  Plympton.    Durisf 
35  years  after  January  1, 1812,  tlie  average  number  of  deaths,  in  Plympton,  wis 
14  32-35.    There  was  no  colored  person  among  the  deaths.     But  one  colored 
person  now  resides  in  Plympton.    The  present  town  clerk  *  has  held  the  office 
of  town  clerk  of  Plympton,  ever  since  March  9,  1812,  and  has  recorded  eveiy 
marriage,  birth,  and  death  which  occurred  in  Plympton,  from  January  1, 1812,  to 
April  30th,  1848,  and  has  kept  a  number  of  statistical  tables  in  the  town  records, 
from  which  the  following  is  taken.    During  35  years,  between  January  1, 181% 
and  Dec.  31,  164G,  the  whole  number  of  births  was  429  males,  384   females,  total, 
813.    The  whole  number  of  deatlis  was  25G  males,  2GG  females,  total,  522    Tht 
average  ago  of  all  tlie  deceased  persons  was  40  years,  10  months,  and  1  day.  Tht 
average  age  of  the  males  was  39  years,  9  months  and  15  days.     The  aveiags 
age  of  the  females  was  41  years,  10  months  and  2  days.    The  number  which 
died  in  each  month,  during  said  35  years,  was  as  follows: — 50  in  January,  37 ii 
February,  58  in  March,  43  in  April,  49  in  May,  33  in  June,  30  in  July,  47  in  Au- 
gust, 52  in  September,  52  in  October,  33  in  November,  and  38  in  December. 
Among  the  deceased  persons,  there  were  73,  under  one  year  old ;  60,  one  year  old, 
and  under  ten  years  old ;  45,  ten  years  old,  and  under  twenty ;  45,  twenty  ycut 
old,  and  under  thirty ;  46,  thirty  years  old,  and  under  forty ;  38,  forty  years  old, 
and  under  fifly ;  34,  fifly  years  old,  and  under  sixty ;  40,  sixty  years  old,  and  imdff 
seventy ;  G3,  seventy  years  old,  and  under  eighty ;  59,  eighty  years  old,  and  imdcr 
ninety ;  19,  ninety  years  old,  and  under  one  hundred.    The  town  clerk  of  Ply^h 
ton  took  account  of  the  deaths  in  Plympton,  in  a  private  journal,  which  he  kcepf 
of  deaths  and  funerals,  near  the  time  when  they  occurred,  with  more  particolin 
than  is  recorded  in  the  book,  sent  to  him  by  the  secretary  of  this  State ;  at  tioci 
when  convenient,  enters  them  in  the  town  records." 

Rochester. — Births.    Whole  number  83,  instead  of  85,  as  in  return. 

No  Returzis  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  from  Jlhington,  MuUBAonnig^ 
and  Plymouth ;  of  births  and  deaths,  from  Duxhury;  of  deaths,  from  Carver. 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Barnstable. — Births.    Whole  number  9,  instead  of  8,  as  in  return. 
No  Returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  from  DmniSf  Mankpee^  3Vm 
and  Wdlflttt. 
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i 

i 

I 

} 

1 

1 

^ 

% 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Toul. 

E 

'p 

to 

{£ 

z 

m 

» 

0 

May, 

Male. 

97 

119 

112 

23 

39 

13  21 

71 

65 

30 

J2l  3 

9 

614 

Female, 

86 

I0l> 

91 

23 

99 

15   14 

6C 

61 

25 

'^!! 

10 

551 

Not  HUlod 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

9 

June, 

Male, 

86 

97 

86 

23 

46 

17  25 

67 

64 

35 

i(i  1 

's 

541 

Female, 

85 

101 

92 

21 

34 

17   18 

73 

52 

23 

25  2 

8 

551 

Not  stale  d 

1 

3 

a 

1 

■      • 

9 

9 

Julj, 

Male, 

94 

114 

97 

24 

36 

16]  19 

76 

81 

30 

ae  3 

5 

613 

Female, 

\Vi 

136 

92 

18 

B7 

3l|  18 

91 

66 

3(i 

2o;  3 

7 

657 

Not  staled 

A 

] 

1 

1 

2 

10 

Aagoit, 

Male, 

11-3 

HI 

10! 

33 

43 

17 

21 

71 

80 

26 

30;  3 

12 

a^B 

Female, 

\\i> 

127 

iir 

30 

3C 

L7 

9 

87 

67 

30 

20   1 

e 

657 

Not  alBled 

I 

a 

. 

1 

■      ■ 

6 

Septmntier, 

Male, 

IK 

136 

lOU 

24 

Af.  24 

21 

100 

74 

31 

22I  t 

'9 

717 

Female, 

110 

131 

114 

23 

34l  21 

28 

101 

70 

33 

37,  1 

11 

713 

Not  Slated 

3 

2 

2 

7 

October, 

Male, 

111 

139 

100 

28 

23 

i9 

U 

89 

77 

25 

.% 

< 

io 

675 

Female, 

97 

145 

112 

30 

33 

18 

21 

82 

80 

27 

3t 

2 

6!    684 

Not  suted 

1 

3 

3 

7 

Norember, 

Mnle, 

oe 

13S 

lot 

24 

40 

15 

20 

93 

55 

38 

27 

i 

"e 

644 

Female, 

70 

145 

9:i 

20 

2? 

21 

le 

93 

Si 

30 

26 

5 

8 

616 

Not  slated 

3 

1 

1 

5 

7 

Itoeember, 

Male, 

m 

160 

109 

is 

3^ 

ii^ 

12 

97 

7S|  30 

22  3 

"e 

686 

Femnle. 

93 

137 

101 

28 

40 

21    13 

61 

m  32 

19,  2 

1 

621 

Not  stated, 

4 

4 

,  I  . 

I 

I 

1    1 

13 

JsDuajf, 

Mule, 

78 

149 

109 

25 

40 

14  19 

90 

70 

31 

19  4 

'? 

655 

Female, 

107 

14;j 

92 

34 

42 

14   19 

88 

75 

37 

17  3 

7 

678 

Not  ttated. 

5 

4 

1 

•      ■ 

2 

4 

1    . 

17 

Febroary, 

Male, 

116 

I2(i 

105 

31 

50 

20   19 

104 

104 

38 

20  3 

i4 

750 

Female, 

Uh 

137 

I  CIO 

29 

33 

27' as 

108 

93 

28 

32   6 

6 

731 

Not  slated. 

4 

0 

3 

■  t  ■ 

5 

2    . 

20 

March, 

Male. 

llfi 

172 

127 

32  37 

30  .T2 

96 

62 

3f 

24   4 

'2 

790 

Female, 

105 

133 

134 

at>  49!  all  IG 

84 

33 

22  5 

11 

723 

Not  fltated, 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

. 

15 

AprU, 

Male, 

W> 

167 

100 

h 

34 

23124 

79 

9U 

47 

22  5 

io 

732 

Female, 

103 

138 

120 

37 

43 

15i  1« 

82 

83 

27 

19  7 

10 

700 

Not  BUted, 

3 

2 

J 

■1     ' 

6 

3 

1 

.  i  2 

.   1      20 

Total, 

Afale, 

\im 

IfiSS 

1263 

317 

449227,247 

103^ 

917 

367 

27840 

100 

6115 

Female, 

U9!» 

1579 

1246 

322 

4211238213 

1025 

863 

362 

27644 

95 

7862 

Not  stated. 

30 

26 

20 

3 

9;  .       1 

20 

18 

6 

5  3 

140 

MoDth  not 

Male. 

7 

8 

4 

J 

4r.    2l   3 

4 

1 

3 

1  a 

82 

aUted, 

Female, 

7 

7 

9 

42     2'     1 

2 

1 

2 

■      ^ 

77 

Not  fllateil, 

3 

9 

2 

1     2j     1,    9 

1 

1 

4 

■   '   ■ 

26 

Grand  totsl, 

24m' 

1284 

2544 

645  967  470  4(i7  2085  18D0 

744 

WO  n3l]95[  16393 
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Table  I.     2.  Births  ;  Plukality  Cases. 


8m. 

COUNTIES. 

MoDlfa. 

J 

1 

il 

1 

1 

! 

1 

I 

iiiij 

iP 

M.y, 

June, 

July, 

Auguft, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

JanuMy, 
February, 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  Btated 

Male, 

Pemale. 

Not  Biated 

Male, 

Pemale, 

Not  stated 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  elated 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated 

Male, 

Female. 

Not  stated 

Male, 

Pemftle, 

Not  Mated 

Hale, 

Female, 

Not  stated 

Male, 

Pemale, 

Not  Btated, 

Male, 

Pemale, 

Not  stated, 

a 

'3 
3 

"1 
9 

"1 
7 

'7 
S 

'2 

4 

'l 

9 

2 

'a 
» 

'4 
'a 

"a 

4 

"e 

6 

*s 

'3 

3 

'4 
S 

'3 
3 

: 

'1 

s 

'2 

"a 

*i 
3 

'3 
a 

'j 

1 

"a 
a 

'1 

■: 

; 
'] 

6 

■ 

. 

's 

'& 

'j 

I 

'a 

; 

9 

a 

"3 
1 

a 

'a 

'a 

"a 
2 

"a 

'a 

"a 

"2 
s 

"1 

1 

'a 

'• 

's 
'3 

*! 
1 

'3 

1 

'1 

1 

'1 
"2 

a 
a 
a 

s 
9 

i 
3 
2 

:  ia 

.    .1  li 

4    J    . 

a    1;  . 

'.   '.''  i 
.  a  a 

.  9'  . 
■   -:  3 

!  i'  2 
.  I  . 

■i '.  s 

i'a" : 

5,  '.    9 
3,  .    4 

■  .         9 

a  .      3 

■  8 

.     .       ID 

'  !     io 

■  .      < 

.   .1    u 

-   '.\     « 

.     .        18 

.'  ."      is 

.     .        18 

'.  3     ia 
w 

'.   '     "a 

.    .         6 

'.  '.     is 

.    .        16 
« 

fii    ao 
a 

April. 

3  a  . 

!i  '.  a 

3       33 
3 
4 
19 
1 

Total, 

Month  not 

itated. 

Male, 

Female, 
Not  staled, 

1      21 
3     33 

24 

or. 

Jl 

7 

13 

5 
9 
a 

a 

5 

11 
6 

ifi 
11 
a 

la  610 
II  (!ia 
1  .   . 

a!   140 

4      Ifil 
5 

a 

Grand  total, 

1 
A  ■  54 

1 

18 

la 

1? 

as 

94  1393 

1 

0     30S 

NoTB.— In  DorcliMler  aid  Cimiktbotx,  Iripleu  ia  sack  lam— all  ■ 


Table  II.     1.  Abstract  of  the  Retuens  of  Mabbiages, 

in  the  several  Counties,  for  each  month  of  the  year  coding 
AprU  30,  1848. 


CooDiio. 

1 

i 

■§" 

i 

t 

1 

K 

1 
1 

1 

m 

1 

1 

ModU. 

■uwd. 

Toial. 

Suffolk,    . 

1 

2 

a 

4 

6 

4 

2 

1 

3 

35 

EMe«,      . 

63 

73 

37 

41 

74 

87 

115 

110 

79 

69 

49 

64 

6S6 

MidJieses,        . 

116 

106 

91 

89 

109 

140 

170 

IIS 

122 

77 

75 

94 

1316 

Worcester, 

83 

58 

35^39 

64 

81 

110 

60 

62 

38 

52 

85 

772 

Hampahite, 

38 

16 

6 

5 

12 

27 

39 

33 

12 

8 

18 

14 

233 

Hampden,          . 

17 

20 

7 

11 

30 

32 

42 

17 

22 

18 

34 

36 

2C6 

rranklin, 

9 

10 

6 

i 

17 

16 

15 

13 

16 

11 

8 

11 

137 

Berkshire, 

5 

5 

S 

7 

10 

12 

17 

11 

4 

6 

10 

90 

Norfolk,   . 

37 

32 

S9 

88 

44 

61 

83 

47 

45 

26 

28 

50 

510 

Bristol,     . 

38 

39 

39 

31 

49 

46 

63 

34 

46 

33 

26 

41 

488 

Flymoulh, 

11 

SO 

13 

10 

20 

31 

47 

Si 

21 

19 

21 

16 

3 

263 

U 

15 

6 

6 

6 

11 

29 

27 

31 

27 

25 

19 

5 

S18 

Duies,     . 

5 

3 

4 

1 

2 

5 

3 

S 

8 

1 

1 

33 

Nantucket, 

li 

7 

3 

J2 

5 

S 

11 

6 

8 

2 

6 

5 

83 

Tolal,  . 

44r 

406 

278 

agr 

442 

553 

760 

501 

475!33o!342l43e 

SO 

5287 
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II.     a.  Conditions  akd  Ages  of  Pabties  to 

SLUIRIAOES, 
foT  the  year  ending  April  30,  1848. 

(1.)    BETWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  MAIDS. 


Age  of  Tim  Womek. 

AQEOrTHEftlE. 

i 

3 

£ 
4 

55 

° 

s 

-Si  S   - 

1 

i 

s 

h 

Ifi 
] 
'1 

837 

1 

Under  20,    .      . 
ao  to  35,      .     . 
25  to  30,      .      . 
30  to  35,      .      . 
35  to  40,      .     . 
40  to  45,      .     . 
45  to  so,      .     . 
50  to  55,      .     . 
55  to  60,      .     . 
60  to  65,      .     . 
65  to  70,      .     . 
70  to  75,      .     . 
75  to  80,      .     . 
80  «ncl  upwsrda, 
Affe  of  men  oot 
otBted,       .     . 

47 
705 
252 

38 

7 
] 

'l 
13 

18 
950 
662 
112 

20 
« 

11 

115 

80 
2( 

8 

1 
1 

5 

1 

5 
23 
30 
ID 
6 
1 
i 

1 

• 

6 
7 

4 

a 

1 
] 

"1 

a 

"1 

1 

'1 

1 

'1 
1 

'a 

:l 

a 

IW 

» 
« 

m 
s 

J 

'1 
ail 

Total.     .     .     . 

I0fi4  J779 

520 

S7    21 

4 

3 

^ 

a 

_i_ 

_^ 

■  : 

_J 

364 

xm 

(2-) 

BETWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  WIDOWS 

Under  20,    .     . 
ao  10  m,     .    . 
35  to  30,      .     . 
30  to  35,      .     . 
35  lo  40,      .     . 
40  to  45.      .     . 
45  to  .50,      .     . 
50  to  55,      .     . 
55  to  GO,      .     . 
CO  to  65,      .     . 
65  to  70,      .     . 
70  to  75,      .     . 
75  lo  80,      .     . 
60  and  upwarJi, 
Age  of  the  men 
not  slated, 

i 

7 

lO 

7 

13 
3 

a 
1 

4 

7 

7 

a 

1 
1 

• 

1 
3 
3 

1 
1 

'l 
"2 

'1 

"3 

1 

3 
'l 

: 

* 

' 

17 

31 
31 
90 

IT 

Totil,    .     .     . 

lift) 

96 

-» 

«l    4 

9     I 

^ 

•  I  ■ 

_!. 

19 

111 

MARRUGES. 

(3.)    BETWEEN  WIDOWERS  AND  UAIDS. 


AOE   OF   THE    WoMEV, 

Aot  or  TUi  Mek. 

s 

si 

9l 

Si 

s 

3 

Si 

S 

^ 

jS 

!^ 

i^ 

1^ 

4i 

■1 

? 

<t 

= 

" 

? 

= 

? 

•^ 

<? 

■) 

ii 

£    8  |3 

n 

s 

3 

5 

s 

a 

s 

3 

P 

es 

H 

Undergo,    .     . 

i> . 

1 

SO  to  25,      .     . 

»|     1 

1 

19 

as  to  30,     .     . 

ai 

.-m!  u 

ftfl 

30  to  35,      .     . 

V 

z 

'Jh 

17 

:- 

fl 

H4 

35  to  40,      .     . 

31 

IK 

» 

40to4S,      .     . 

; 

i 

14 

la 

7 

F 

» 

56 

« to  50,      .     . 

: 

1( 

t 

7     5 

f 

s 

1 

1 

» 

!W 

« to  55,      .     . 

1 

1 

f 

9'    3 

■1 

:■ 

S!l 

55  to  60,      .     . 

1 

fi 

.' 

^ 

1 

.      .       19 

eotoes,    .    . 

1 

»     ! 

«5  to  70,      .     . 

1     i 

1 

.      .         4 

70  to  75,      .     . 

1 

■  1    ' 

K 

75  to  80,      .     . 

. 

1 

fiOandupwordi, 

Age  of  the  men 

t 

not  slated, 

1 

3 

.    &i 

ra 

Total,    .     .     . 

53 

114 

99|  55 

44 

34'  I? 

11   10 

s  . 

.1  61  1  510 

(4.)    BETWEEN  WIDOWERS  AND  WIDOWS. 


Under  SO,    .     . 
»to35,      .     . 
35  to  30,      .     . 
30  to  35,      .     . 
35  to  40,      .     . 
40  to  45,      .     . 
45to50,      .     . 
50  to  55,      .     . 
55  to  60,      .     . 
60  to  65,      .     . 
65  to  70,      .     . 
70  to  75,      .     . 
75  to  80,      .     . 
80  and  upwards. 
Age  of  the  men 
not  Hated,       . 

'a 

"l 

3 

3 
3 
3 

S 

9 
5 
8 
5 
6 
S 

*1 

'l 
4 

t 

S 
5 
3 

I 

^ 

• 

S 
3 

4 
5 
5 

1 

: 

: 
'i 

5 
3 
5 
2 

1 

S 

1 

■ 

'a 
'a 

3 

■ 
1 

2 

! 

• 
'i 

8 
I 

9 

i 

I 

i 

29 

9 
7 

10 
29 
98 
16 

29 
21 
18 
11 

0 
5 

1 

33 

Total,    .     .     . 

3 

14 

29 

_5£ 

^ 

M 

J7 

^ 

7 

8!    5 

ll   . 

36 

_?™ 
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(5.)    CONDITION  OP  PARTIES  NOT  STATES. 


Age  of  thi  Wohe-t. 

^ 

TOTU 

Si 

i 

t 
5 

s 

S 

s 

4 
s 

4 
9 

s 

a 

2 

2 
iS 

1 

i 

1 

s 

3 

ill 

Under »,    .     . 
aO  to  35,      .     . 
35  to  30,      .     . 
30  to  35,      .     . 
35  to  40,      .     . 
40  to  45,      .     . 
45  to  50,      .     . 
50  to  55,      .     . 
55  to  GO,      .     . 
60  lo  65,      .      . 
65  to  70,      .     . 
70  to  75,      .     . 
75  to  80,      .     . 
BO  Dud  upwards, 
Age  or  the  men 
not  BtBted,       . 

"9 

6 

1 

is 

31 
3 
1 

"s 

9 
1 

1 

1 

2 
1 

i 

i 
a 

i 

1 

. 

; 

'3 

4 

5oe 

29 

43 

6 
3 

'4 
4 

509 

cTiim 
ie7ti!i« 

(415  6R 
I95|lll 

lis  m 

Si 

I  • 

Tot»l,    .     .     . 

16'  40 

14'  4 

Jill 

2 

. 

.    516| 

597 

SSWisK 

NOTE. 

Theie  Tables,  in  relation  to  maniages,  are  read  aa  followa : — firtt  3VUt.  TOS 
men,  between  the  agea  of  30  and  39,  were  married  to  women  under  70;  S  woMi^ 
between  30  and  35,  were  married  to  men  between  SO  and  25 ;  or  7  men,  betwMi 
35  and  40,  were  married  to  women  under  30. — Steond  TnUc  I  m»ti,  betwMi 
SO  and  35,  was  married  to  a  widow  between  35  and  40.— TUrd  TidU.  6  wii- 
owere,  between  90  and  25,  were  married  to  women  nnder  20,  who  bed  not  Mbn 
been  married. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


'..     2.  Classification  of  Causes  of  Death  in 
the  several  counties, 
for  the  year  ending  April  30/A,  1848. 


1. 

J 

DISEASES. 

1 

1 

M 

; 

i 

1 

1 

1 

42 

i 

i.ZmoTicDisEiscajoR 

BpIDSIiIIC,  EnDCHtC,AND 

CuNTAOIOUl  DidEASIS. 

1 

Cholera,      -        -        - 

17 

4   e 

2 

3 

7 

a 

3 

46 

s 

Cholers  Inranlutn, 

15,  DI   23 

4 

5 

11 

i 

14   4 

172 

3 

Croup, 

2.5 

65  4e 

20  11 

8 

3.1 

18 

2  fi  19 

965 

4 

DiarrhohB,    - 

1 

34 

42  & 

21    3 

a 

32 

5 

10  2    a 

245 

5 

Djaenlery,  - 

M  142 

394  l»b 

10,M 

5 

99 

93 

2232  40 

1074 

6 

EryBipelM,  -         -         - 

1'     8 

15   13 

6l   1 

1 

4 

5 

2    1 

fiO 

7 

Fevar,  IntermiHent,      - 

a  - 

1 

-  1- 

3 

e 

"       Remjlient, 

■1   ■ 

1'     6 

1    I 

9 

9 

"      Typhns,     - 

7;so] 

307  30S 

JI 

ai 

145 

76 

44  36 

11 

1203 

10 

Hooping  Cough,  - 

1    14 

7  17 

13 

I 

3 

5 

8 

2  4 

77 

11 

Inlluenzs,     -         -        . 

■      fl 

tl    4 

2 

4 

3 

2  1 

27 

12 

Meaalea,      - 

I     5 

15     4 

12 

1 

5 

43 

13 

Scarlatina,   - 

1;  39 

47 

18 

3||8 

I 

13 

10 

1310 

h 

176 

14 

Small  Pol,  - 

i!  a 

6 

•J 

3  a 

S 

21 

15 

Sypl.il  ia,       -         -         - 

1 

16 

Thruah,        -         -         - 
Totala,      -         -        . 

83 

166 

- 

114 

f>04 

997 

(03 

86 

41 

361 

229 

115 

97|  83  3431 

3.  DisiASBB  or  GctfEmjtL 

OR  UnCKBTilB  S«T. 

17 

AbaceM,      -        .       - 

3     6 

a 

1 

1 

1 

14 

18 

Atrophy,      -        -        - 

3    16 

5 

1 

4 

9 

2 

I 

4 

3 

40 

IB 

Cancer, 

25,  84 

16 

' 

8'  4 

2 

la,   ] 

6 

6 

6 

114 

SO 

Debility,      -        - 

1 

3     5 

8 

2,  2 

1 

3    - 

a 

1 

39 

91 

Drop.,;       -        -        - 

I 

54   52 

44 

l< 

1310 

10 

ao  14 

11 

'1    « 

250 

9B 

Gout,           -       -        - 

- 

■  1- 

-1    - 

X 

Herooirhaue, 

3 

h 

'* 

■ 

a  5 

1 

3     4 

5 

1!    J 

40 

34 

Infantile  Diaeufw, 

64 

60 

25 

i|- 

1 

4     4 

5 

13     5 

183 

35 

Inflammation, 

6 

a 

P 

! 

5j   1 

3   a 

1 

-      3 

31 

Sb 

Malformation,       -         - 

3 

-1  I 

5 

a; 

Mortification,        -         - 

1 

se 

99 

«i 

5'  3 

3 

Iff  )7 

5 

7,  12 

186 

28 

Scriifuln.      - 

4 

5 

4 

a 

5- 

1 

2i    2 

1 

'     - 

37 

39 

Sudtlen  Death,     - 

8 

4 

7 

I 

1  - 

-       2 

1 

■      - 

34 

30 

Tumor,         -         .         - 
Total-,     -       -        - 

4 

a 

4 

1 

J- 

^1    ' 

2 

a'  - 

23 

3 

205 

214 

196 

49 

26 

ai 

57 

52 

43 

33 

34 

lea 
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DISEASES. 
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i 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

J 
1 

] 

3 
J 

I 

1 

i 

j 

64 

65 
6i> 
67 
68 
6» 
70 

WomiB,-        -        -        - 
Orgina,  Si.c.,  Diseue  of, 
Pancreas,  Diaeiae  of, 

SrS    :    :    : 

Liver,  Diaeise  of,    -         - 

Spleen,  Disease  of,  •        - 

Totals,       -        -        . 

7.  DiiXAsKS  or  THK  Uki- 

Diabetes,         -        "-         - 
CyMiiw,          -        -       - 
Gravel,   -         .        -         - 
Nephritis,        -         .         - 
Kidaeyi,  Stc.,  DiMue  of 

Tolsli,        -       -       - 

B.  DisKAiiB  or  TBB  Ob- 
oars   OF  GcniKATIOIt. 

Childbirth.       - 
Puerperal  Fever,     - 

UrijBns,  Ste.,  Diseue  of, 

TfMiM,          ■          -          - 

!^.  Diseases  or  tbb  Ok 
oiNS  or  LocoHoTion. 

RheuinWifira,   - 
JoinlB,  &.C.,  nisease  of,   - 
Uip,  DiHewe  of.      ■ 
Sp,ne,  Disease  of.   - 

Totals,        -        -        - 

10.  DrsBASES  or  tub  In 

TRUIIMEHTARI  ^JltriM. 

Fistula,  ,         -         -         . 
Ulceni.    .         -        -         . 
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akin.  &,c.,  DiMweof,     • 

ToUls, 
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6 
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NOTES  TO  THE  ABSTRACTS  OP  DISEASES. 

It  has  been  considered  desirable  to  institute,  as  far  as  we  can  from  the  returns, 
a  cofnparison  of  the  prevalence  of  particular  diseases,  in  the  same  districts,  for 
different  years.  Boston  having  made  no  returns  of  deaths  for  the  last  five  years, 
the  county  of  Suffolk  is  excluded  in  the  several  abstracts  of  deaths. 

In  the  Tables  for  1848,  the  Alphabetical  Abstract  contains  the  names  of  the 
diseases  generally,  as  they  appear  in  the  returns.  In  the  Classified  Abstract, 
they  are  arranged  aAer  the  plan  of  the  Registrar  General  of  Births,  Marriages 
and  Deaths  in  England,  with  some  alterations,  which  circumstances  in  this  coun- 
try seemed  to  dictate.  They  are  numbered  for  the  purpose  of  convenient  refer- 
ence, and  each  class  is  arranged  alphabetically.  The  numbers  in  parentheses,  in 
the  following  notes,  are  references  to  the  heads,  under  which  diseases  are  arranged 
in  the  Classified  Abstract.  Those  who  may  wish  for  a  more  particular  sub- 
division of  the  diseases  for  1848,  or  the  age,  or  month  of  the  year  in  which  they 
occurred,  may  consult  the  Alphabetical  Abstract 

Zimotic  Diseases. — Under  Fever  Remittent  (8)  are  included  2  cases  of  Yellow 
Fever.  Under  Fever  Typhus  (9)  are  included  340  cases  of  Fever,  6  of 
Parotitis,  11*2  of  Brain  Fever,  1(>7  of  Ship  Fever,  3  of  Inflammatory  Fever, 
9  of  Congestive  Fever,  and  1  of  Gastric  Fever.  Under  Small  Pox  (14)  are 
included  "i  cases  of  Chicken  Pox.  Under  Scarlatina,  are  included  18  eases  of 
Throat  Distemper. 

Diseases  of  General  or  Uncertain  Seat—^V nder  Atrophy  (18)  are  40  cases  of 
Marasmud.  Under  Hemorrhage,  are  included  3  cases  of  Haemoptysis,  2  of 
Piles,  3  of  Hiematemei^is,  and  2  of  Black  Vomit  Under  Mortification,  are 
included  75  cases  of  Canker,  and  08  of  Canker  Rash.  Under  Sudden  Deaths, 
are  included  3  cases  of  Drinking  Cold  Water,  and  3  Found  Dead. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  Systtm. — Under  Brain,  d&c.  Disease  of  (4 1 )  are  in- 
cluded 47  cases  of  Inflammation  of  the  Brain,  5  of  Neuralgia,  and  11  of  Con- 
gestion of  the  Brain. 

Diuasts  of  the  Rtspiratory  Organs, — Under  Hydrothorax  (45)  are  15  cases  of 
Dropsy  of  the  Chest.  Under  Pneumonia,  are  included  62  cases  of  Inflammation 
of  the  Lungs,  and  1 1  of  Congestion  of  the  Lungs. 

Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  Circulation. — Under  Heart,  dtc.  Disease  of  (53)  are 
included  1  case  of  Angina  Pectoris,  and  14  of  Anemia. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs. — Under  Enteritis  (57)  are  included  87  cases 
of  Inflammation  of  the  Bowels,  and  Ui  of  Bilious  Fever.  Under  Organs,  dtc, 
Disease  of  (f>5)  are  included  31  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Bowels,  and  8  of  Disease 
of  the  Stomach. 

Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs.-— Under  Kidneys,  dtc,  Disesse  of  (75)  are  in- 
cluded 8  cases  of  Strangury,  and  2  of  Disease  of  the  Urinary  Organs. 
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Diseoiet  qf  the  Orgamof  Gtnaraiian. — Under  OrgaiM,  dec,  DiBeaae  of  (79)  ut 
included  2  cases  of  Disease  of  tlie  Ovaries. 

Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  Locomotion, — ^Under  Joints,  &c^  Diaeaae  of  (81)  is 
1  case  of  Disease  of  tlie  Bones. 

Diseases  qf  the  InUgumeniaty  System. — Under  Skin,  Diseaae  of  (87)  is  1  ease 
of  Psoriasis. 

Of  External  Causes. — Under  Casualty,  are  included  1  case  of  Strangled,  4 
of  Sun  Struck,  and  1  of  Killed  by  Lightning.  Under  Drowned,  are  included 
8  cases  Drowned  at  Sea. 
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Table  III.    8.  Abstkact  of  Returns  of  Causes  of  Deaths, 

in  the  years  1846,  1847,  and  1848. 


1 

3 

8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

13 

13 

14 

15 

16 


17 
18 
19 
90 


CaUIBB   of  DlATH. 


3 

Of 

8 

Of 

4 

Of 

5 

Of 

6 

Of 

7 

Of 

8 

Of 

9 

Of 

10 

Of 

11 

Of 

13 

Of 

All  Causes,       .... 

Specified  Causes, 

Zimotic  Diseases,  or  Epidemic,  En 
demic,  and  Contagious  Diseases, 


Sporadic  Disbasis. 
Uncertain  or  General  Seat, 
the  Nervous  System, 
the  Respiratory  Organs, 
the  Organs  of  Circulation, 
the  Digestive  Organs,    . 
the  Urinary  Organs, 
the  Organs  of  Generation, 
the  Organs  of  Locomotion, 
the  Integumentary  System, 
Old  Age,     . 
External  Causes,  . 


Totals, 

1. 

Cholera,   •         • 

Cholera  Infantum, 

Croup, 

Diarrhoea, 

Dysentery, 

Erysipelas, 

Fever  Intermittent, 
"    Remittent, 
"    Typhus,  . 

Hooping  Cough, 

Influenza, 

Measles,  • 

Scarlatina, 

Small  Pox, 

Syphilis,  . 

Thrush,    . 


Totals, 


Abscess, 
Atrophy, 
Cancer, 
Debility, 


1846. 


9211 
8741 


2121 


1730 

769 

2447 

151 

328 

36 

80 

39 

10 

688 

342 


1847. 


1848. 


To  lO/XX)  Deaths  by  all 
Specified  Caiuei,  tbere 
were  in 


10,816 
10;317 


2982 


1382 

930 

3042 

207 

393 

48 

107 

54 

20 

733 

419 


8741 


40 
258 
218 

55 
122 

84 
5 

12 
614 
100 

10 

46 
516 

32 
1 
2 

2121 


13 

13 

113 

13 


10,317 


11,346 
9954 


3421 


966 

852 

2937 

228 

349 

57 

104 

50 

10 

633 

347 


92 
224 
277 
271 
410 

53 

2 

6 

944 

104 

28 
136 
418 

12 
1 


2982 


10 

38 

118 

37 


1846. 


9954 


46 

172 

265 

245 

1074 

60 

3 

9 

1202 

77 

27 

43 

176 

21 

1 


3421 


14 

40 

114 

29 


1847. 


10,000 


2427 


1979 

880 

2799 

172 

375 

41 

92 

45 

12 

787 

391 


10,000 


2890 


1339 

901 

2949 

201 

381 

47 

104 

521 

19 

711 

406 


10,000 


46 
294 
250 

63 
140 

96 
6 

14 
703 
114 

18 

53 
590 

37 
1 
3 


2427 


15 

15 

129 

15 


1848. 


10,000 


3437 


971 

856 

2951 

229 

350 

57 

104 

50 

10 

636 

349 


10,000 


89 

317 

268 

363 

397 

51 

3 

6 

915 

101 

27 

132 

405 

12 

1 

4 


10,000 


46 

173 

267 

346 

1079 

60 

3 

9 

1208 

77 

37 

43 

177 

31 


3890 


10 

37 

114 

36 


8437 


14 

40 

115 

29 
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Causes  of  Deaths — Continued. 


To   10000  Deaths  brrf 

Speci6ed  Cwucs,  ikat 

Caumi  of  Dkath. 

1846. 

1847. 
277 

1848. 
250 

were  in 

1846.   1    1847. 

latfL 

21 

Drop«y> 

235 

269 

268 

sa 

22 

Gout, 

5 

3 

• 

G 

3 

• 

23 

Hemorrh&ffe,     •        •        .         . 
lufantile  Diseases,     . 

30 

25 

40 

34 

24 

40 

24 

1187 

708 

183 

1358 

686  !    184 

25 

Inflammation,    .         •         .         . 

31 

27 

31 

35          26 

31 

26 

Malfonnation,    .         .         •         . 

4 

8 

5 

5            8 

9 

27 

Mortification,     •         .         .         . 

24 

44 

186 

27 

43 

187 

28 

Scrofula, 

31 

41 

27 

35 

40 

97 

29 

Sudden  Deaths, 

19 

27 

24 

22 

26  1     91 

30 

Tumor, 

Totals,          •         •        .         . 

12 
1730 

19 
1382 

23 

14 

18 

91 

966 

1979 

1339 

971 

81 

a 

Apoplexy,          .        .         .        . 

69 

00 

78 

79 

87 

78 

32 

Cephalitis,         •        •         .        . 

38 

54 

• 

44 

52 

• 

33 

Chorea, 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

34 

Convulsions,      •        .         .        . 

146 

237 

245 

167 

290 

946 

35 

Delirium  Tremens,     • 

17 

24 

21 

19 

23 

91 

36 

Epilepsy, 

13 

14 

6 

15 

13 

« 

37 

Hydrocephalus, 

231 

233 

197 

264 

926 

196 

38 

Insanity,  .        .                 .        . 

9 

24 

S^ 

10 

23 

35 

39 

Paralysis,          .         .         .         . 

177 

164 

138 

203 

159 

im 

40 

Tetanus, 

3 

9 

13 

3 

9 

13 

41 

firain,  &c^  Diseaie  of, 
ToUls, 

64 
769 

79 
930 

118 

74 

77 

119 

852 

880 

901 

856 

42 

4. 
Asthma, 

6 

12 

9 

7 

12 

9 

43 

Bronchitis,        •         •         .         « 

12 

19 

22 

14 

18 

99 

44 

Consumption,     •         •         .         . 

2104 

•2397 

•2387 

2407 

9324 

9399 

45 

Hydruthorax,     .         •         .         . 

18 

16 

15 

20 

15 

IS 

46 

Laryngritis,        .         .         •         . 

1 

5 

3 

1 

5 

3 

47 

Pleurisy, 

3:) 

47 

37 

38 

46 

37 

48 

Pneumonia,       •        •         .        . 

235 

501 

43-2 

269 

486 

434 

49 

Quincy, 

9 

14 

6 

10 

13 

6 

50 

Liinfs,  &c.,  Disease  of, 
Totals, 

29 
2447 

31 
:3(M2 

26 
•2937 

33 

30 

96 

2799 

2949 

2951 

51 

5. 

Aneurism,         .        •        .         , 

3 

3 

• 

4 

3 

• 

52 

Pericarditis,      .         .         •         . 

1 

2 

3 

1 

9 

S 

53 

Heart,  dtc..  Disease  of, 
ToUls, 

147 

202 
207 

225 
228 

167 

196 

S96 

151 

172 

201 

999 

54 

6. 
Ascites, 

. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

55 

Colic, 

12      16  1 

22 

14 

15 

98 

56 

Djspeput,        .... 

8 

12 

8 

9 

12 

8 
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Causes  op  Deiths — Continued. 


57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
6*2 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 


71 
72 
73 
74 
75 


76 
77 
78 
79 


80 
81 
82 
63 


84 

85 
86 
87 


Causes  of  Dkath. 


Enteritis, 

Gastritis,  . 

Hernia,     . 

Intussusception, 

Peritonitis, 

Teeth  ingf, 

Ulceration, 

Worms,    . 

Organs,  &c.,  Disease 

Pancreas,  Disease  of. 

Hepatitis, 

Jaundice, 

Liver,  Disease  of. 

Spleen,  Disease  of. 


of, 


Totals, 


7. 


Diabetes, . 
Cystitis,  • 
Gravel,     • 

Nephritis,         •        • 
Kidneys,  Disease  of,  • 


Totals, 


8. 


Childbirth, 

Puerperal  Fever, 

Paramenia, 

Org^ans,  &c..  Disease  of. 


Totals, 


9. 


Rheumatism,     . 
Joints,  &c..  Disease  of. 
Hip,  Disease  of. 
Spine,  Disease  of, 


Totals, 


10. 
Fistula,    . 
Ulcers,     • 
Purpura,  • 
Skin,  &c.,  Disease  of, 


Totals, 


Old  Age, 


11. 


1846. 


132 
4 

9 
5 
5 

30 
• 
7 
53 


14 

49 


328 


15 
3 
9 


9 


36 


45 

30 


80 


13 
2 
3 

2] 


39 


9 
1 


10 


688 


1847. 


118 

19 

12 

2 

7 

61 

14 
45 


24 
63 


393 


16 
4 

10 
5 

13 


48 


69 
25 

i3 


107 


21 
5 

8 
20 


54 


1 

11 
4 
4 


20 


733 


1848. 


107 

13 
7 
1 
2 

69 

• 
6 

39 

• 

is 

57 


349 


14 
3 

15 
1 

24 


57 


69 
33 


104 


15 
1 
4 

30 


50 


7 
2 
1 

10 


633 


To  10,000  Deaths  by  aU 
Specified  CauMt,  thert 
were  in 


1846. 


151 
4 

10 
6 
6 

34 

• 
8 
61 


16 
56 


375 

17 
3 

10 

• 
11 


41 


52 
34 

• 
6 


92 


15 
2 
3 

25 


45 


11 

1 


12 


787 


1847. 


114 

18 

12 

2 

7 

60 

13 
44 


33 

61 


381 


15 
4 

10 

5 

13 


47 


67 
24 

i3 


104 


20 
5 
8 

19 


52 


1 

10 
4 

4 


19 


711 


1848. 


108 

18 
7 
1 
2 

69 

• 
6 

39 


18 
57 


350 


14 

a 

15 

1 

24 


57 


33 
3 


104 


15 
1 

4 
30 


50 


7 

9 
1 


10 


60 
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To  10,000  Deaths  bj  d 

Sprci 

fied  Caiue«.ibeft 

Cauibi  of  Death. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

were  id 

1846. 

j    1947. 

1848. 

13. 

89 

Burns  and  Scalds, 

36 

27 

27 

41 

26 

37 

90 

Casualties, 

131 

129 

138 

150 

125 

139 

91 

Drinking  Cold  Water, 

a 

4 

a 

• 

4 

• 

92 

Drowned, 

115 

178 

100 

131 

172 

101 

93 

Executed. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

94  Fractures, 

• 

4 

4 

■ 

4 

4 

95 

Frozen,     . 

• 

1 

• 

• 

1 

• 

96 

Glanders, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

■ 

• 

97 

Hydrophobia, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

98 

Homicide, 

• 

2 

2 

• 

2 

3 

99 

Intemperance,    . 

19 

30 

27 

23 

29 

27 

100 

Lightning:, 

■ 

1 

• 

• 

1 

m 

101 

Malpractice, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•           ■ 

102 

Necusia,  • 

. 

• 

• 

• 

•            • 

103 

Poisoned, 

5 

4 

7 

6 

4 

7 

104 

Starvation, 

• 

. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

105 

Suffocation, 

5 

3 

4 

6 

3 

4 

106 

Suicide,    . 

31 

36 

38 

35 

35 

38 

107 

Wounds,  . 

• 

. 

• 
347 

• 

• 

■ 

Totals, 

343 

419 

391 

406 

348 

13. 

108 

Causes  not  specified,  . 

14. 

470 

499 

1249 

538 

484 

1355 

109 

Stillborn, 

109 

149 

143 

125 

144 

144 

NOTE. 


The  number  of  the  stiUhom,  in  1848,  is  stated  above  to  be  143,  while,  in  tlit 
table  on  the  next  page,  it  is  25.  The  cause  of  this  disagreement  is,  that  the  fini 
number  (143)  was  abstracted  from  the  returns  of  the  deaths;  and  the  second  (35) 
from  the  returns  of  the  births.  The  stillborn  should  always  be  fully  reportedL 
both  among  the  births  and  deaths ;  but,  having  never  lived  as  separate,  inde- 
pendent persons,  they  should  be  excluded  in  numbering  the  deaths.  This  bis 
been  done  in  all  the  calculations  in  these  tables,  and  a  further  deduction  of  1349^ 
for  causes  not  specified,  leaving  9954  as  the  number  of  deaths  for  specifiid 
causes ;  and  this  was  the  basis  of  the  calculations. 


STILLBORN  CASES. 


Table  III.    4.  Stillbobn  Cases. 


COrSTIES. 

Huudi. 

illl 

w     E     it     B 

lilli 

; 

X 

,  1 

Total. 

May. 
June, 

July, 

Aogust, 

September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 

JftDUBT}', 

February, 

Uaich, 

April. 

Month  Dot 
■taled. 

Male,             .      .      .       . 
Female,         .        1    .      . 

Not  stated 

Male 

Femal 

Not  stated,    .      .      . 
Male,            .       11. 
Female,         ,       .       . 
Not  stated,     3    .      . 
Male,             .      .      . 
Female,         .      ,       . 
Not  staled,    .      .      . 
Male,             .       .      , 
Female,         .       .      . 
Not  stated,     1    .      . 
Male,             .        1     . 
Female,         .       .      . 
Not  stated,    .      .      . 
Male,             .       .       . 
Female,        .      .      . 
Not  stated,    .      ,      . 
Male,             .       .      . 
Female,        .      .      . 
Not  stated,    . 
Male,            .      .      . 
Female,        .      .      . 
Not  stated,     1    .      . 
Male,            .      .      . 
Female,         .      .      . 
Not  stated,      1     .      . 
Male,             .        1    . 
Female,         .       .      . 
Not  staled,    .      .      . 
Male,             .        1    . 
Female, 
Not  staled,    .      .      . 

'.    'i  '.    '. 

}  .    .    .    . 

i  '.'.'.    '. 
.     1  .    . 

'.     i  '.    '. 

i  '.    'i 

'.      1  ',     '. 

1  .     .     .     . 

1 

'l 

Total, 

Male,             .        41     1 
Female,         .        1     . 
Not  Staled.     6    .       . 

s  .      1   .     . 
1.4.        1 
8    .      .      .      . 

Grand  tota 

fi     5     1 

1 

35 

52 
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Table  IV.    Facts  illustrating  the  Influence  of 

Occupation  on  Longevity, 

Showing  the  number^  and  the  aggregate  and  average  ages  of  in- 
dividuals  differefitly  employed,  abstracted  from  the  returns. 

[NoTX.    No  person  under  20  years  of  age  is  included  in  this  abstract.    It  is  supposed  tint 
occupations  bave  no  particular  influence  before  that  time.j 


1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

OCCUPATIONl. 

V 

6> 

&> 

* 

E 

9 

& 

• 

E 

3 
• 

•> 

• 

B 

9 

z 

|i 

A  vera 
age. 

c  • 

1^ 

It 

ArtiBtB, 

• 

• 

• 

2 

48 

24.00 

• 

• 

ClergymeD, 

14 

897 

64.07 

17 

1045 

61.47 

18 

1045 

5a05 

Editors,     • 

1 

45 

45.00 

• 

• 

• 

1 

48 

4tMlO 

Lawyers,  • 

8 

472 

5!).00 

9 

593 

65.89 

5 

2^1 

56.40 

Physicians, 

121 

1000 

47.64 

21 

1111 

52.90 

16 

975 

6098 

Professors, 

• 

• 

• 

2 

120;  60.00 1 

• 

• 

■ 

Scholars,  •         • 

1 

21 

21.00 

7 

163 

2:3.29 

7 

173 

24.71 

Teachers, 

9 

412 

45.78 

12 

54(> 

45..50 

16 

G37i   ^^A\ 

Musiciaos, 

• 
54 

• 

• 

4 

159 

39.75 

1 

33 

3^00 

ToUl,    . 

2847 

52.72 

74 

3785 

5L15 

64 

31U2 

49^ 

Booksellers, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

■ 

• 

3 

132 

44J0O 

Brokers,     . 

2 

108 

54.00 

» 

. 

■ 

• 

• 

• 

Gentlemen, 

10 

6h-2|  (Mk20 

13 

937 

72.08 

M 

73*^ 

6090 

MercbanlB, 

4*2 

2313!  .55.07 

fA 

258:3 

46.13 

40 

220H'   5S.!U 

Traders,    . 

27 
81 

12I3|  44.92 

:J3 

1498 

45.:i9 

39 

175:3    44.94 

i 

Total,    . 

429(i 

53.04 

102 

5018 

49.20 

93 

482SI 

51.91 

Fanners,   • 

(145 

39,869 

61.64 

1179 

45,241 

66.63 

739 

48,345 

65.41 

Clerks, 

14 

518 

37.00 

18 

6.10 

35.00 

15 

449 

29J8 

Public  Oflicers,  . 

7 

a-n    47.2J* 

f; 

392  f«.33 

10 

564 

56.40 

Engineers, 

2 

6'i,  31.00 

» 

94  31.3:1 

3 

118 

3S»;0 

Innkeepers, 
Sta^^e  Drivers,    • 

7 

3.V>.  .'^^0.71 

12 

6I.V  51.25 

4 

242   laso 

3 

105  35.00 

3 

159  53.00 

11 

3:1:),  3a27 

Drovers,    • 

■ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1 

58-    5dOO 

Wharfingrers, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1 

■        !          • 

Baggage  Masters, 

1 
34 

25  25.00 

• 
4'<^ 

• 

• 

1 

38'   38.00 

Total,    • 

1396 

41.06 

1890 

45.00 

45 

1802.   40i)« 

Bakers, 

5 

104 

38.80 

8 

425 

.53.12 

5 

IIUS 

3:100 

Barbers,    • 

3 

I4ll  47.:«| 

1 

43 

4M.00      2| 

65!  4ue 

Blacksinithfl, 

43 

2197| 

51.09 1 

61 

3387 

55JS2 

3H 

9I(J5 

h^ai 
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1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

1 

hi 

H 

i 

!.^ 

[ 

I& 

h 

^ 

■<" 

<' 

E 

■^' 

i= 

<" 

Block  nahers,    . 

'4 

13-J 

moo 

1 

no 

S.'kOO 

Book4iinaerB,      . 

I 

41 

41.00 

a 

6f>.00 

Brake  and  Pire  men,   . 

4 

no 

a7.50 

S 

54 

37.00 

Brick- makers,     . 

S 

90 

45.00 

'2 

'58 

29.00 

J 

35 

3.S.00 

Brush- makers,    . 

m 

caoo 

1 

73 

7aoo 

Boicliera, 

e 

391 

3<i.75 

'4 

isp 

49.75 

4 

187 

46.75 

Csbijiel-tnakers, 

9 

414 

411.00 

14 

63!' 

45.tI3 

1£ 

61f 

47.38 

CarJ-mnkers,      . 

3 

i3a 

4i;.ou 

1 

7C 

70.00 

41 

49.00 

70 

34.Jli 

4K.U4 

92 

4401 

4ti.OI 

105 

4S5-2 

47.56 

Caulhera  and  Gnvea, 

3 

lUtl 

G&SA 

S 

IK' 

58.00 

4 

251 

63.50 

Ct)»r-makers,     . 

6 

aofi 

.■M.3:t 

8 

291. 

37.00 

11 

596 

36.18 

Chaifle  makers,  . 

a 

140 

70.('0 

3 

104 

54.07 

4 

371 

67.75 

Cigar-makers,     . 

1 

ao 

aaotj 

3 

183 

60.66 

C!ock-mttkeni,    . 

*J 

'43 

43.00 

9 

SO 

45.00 

Clolhiers. 

"a 

'95 

47.50 

1 

6!' 

fiy.oo 

3 

173 

57.66 

Coinb -makers,    . 

s 

84 

42.00 

3 

9; 

3a.:« 

3 

105 

.■12.50 

Con fecii oners,    . 

1 

21 

24.00 

I 

2il 

39.00 

Coopers,    . 

ii) 

1030 

54.21 

90 

117^ 

58.90 

17 

1037 

60.41 

Coppersmiths.     .        . 

1 

4J 

42.00 

1 

4; 

47.1)0 

. 

Curriers  and  Tanners, 

10 

437 

40.70 

12 

57(, 

46.00 

13 

743 

57.07 

Cutlers,     . 

3 

58 

39.00 

Deotisis,   , 

'a 

*6G 

43.00 

Dislillers, 

'3 

155 

77'.50 

Druggists, 

'i 

57 

57.00 

'3 

144 

4aao 

3 

00 

45.00 

Djera, 

3 

no 

3(i.B7 

1 

37 

37.00 

3 

116 

38.(>6 

EoffMvers, 

A 

127 

31.75 

3 

lift 

39.66 

Founders, 

] 

25 

25.00 

'3 

134 

44."67 

- 

Furnncemen,       , 

aa 

22.00 

4 

255 

03.75 

. 

Glass  Blowers,  . 

a 

69 

34*50 

Glass  Cutters,     . 

'] 

'37 

37.00 

: 

3 

135 

45  00 

Ciinsrnilhs, 

] 

60 

80.00 

3 

113 

37.66 

Hnmeis-motiers, 

4 

WI 

:mo 

5 

338 

W.'fiO 

5 

332 

44.44 

Hatters,    . 

10 

Sit 

5;i..to 

7 

4^1 

00.72 

3 

217 

72.33 

Inspectors  of  Beef,     . 

1 

4:^ 

4aoo 

Jewellers, 

4 

i»a 

40  75 

'5 

303 

40.C0 

'5 

248 

49'60 

Lent  tier  dreaaera. 

a 

SJ.') 

49.00 

1 

31 

31.00 

Hscblnists,         .      .    . 

in 

50:t 

:ii.44 

.3.1 

mi 

37.33 

20 

737 

36.85 

Mnnnfscturers,  . 

n 

SM 

42.17 

20 

fan 

.■ti..W 

an 

1281 

4!!.« 

USSOM,       . 

20 

990 

49  50 

15 

7^7 

52.47 

24 

1035 

42.70 

Hsstmnkcrs,      . 

1 

58 

58.00 

.■) 

13.-. 

4.V0O 

. 

Mechanics, 

7 

345 

*9.-KI 

82 

8-i» 

37.fi8 

25 

iin5 

4fi"60 

Minors,      . 

5 

m 

72.1  iO 

6 

47-J 

78.(17 

6 

260 

5:1.80 

Uillwrigbts,       . 

I 

51 

51.00 

3 

15.-) 

51.00 

* 

202 

50.50 

3 

13.? 

41.00 

5 

i!ie 

.19.60 

ia 

43<i 

35.50 

19 

569 

3o.bo 

20 

555 

27.75 

Org-n-builden,  . 
Painters,    . 

1 

m 

111.00 

. 

in 

044 

40.35 

24 

lil5 

40.4fi 

19 

790 

4l'..'i7 

Pa  per- makers,     , 

.1 

172 

.17.^1 

1 

2ti 

ati.oo 

2 

96 

48.00 

Paper  staioers,  . 

] 

28 

28.00 

• 

1 

45 

45.00 

. 

54 
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Influence  of  Occupation,  &c. — Continued. 


■ 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

OCCUFATIONB. 

1 

• 

V 

'a 

■ 

%, 

jC 

£        1 

tc             fee 
t.             ■  . 

1 

• 

P 

1^ 

E 

3 

< 

£ 
• 

1? 

■ 

Pianoforte-makers, 

m 

• 

. 

• 

• 

• 

Pile-drivers, 

1 

54 

54.00 

• 

■ 

■ 

• 

■                  • 

Pockelbuok-makers,     - 

• 

■ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

«                  ■ 

Potters, 

1 

80 

80.00 

. 

a 

. 

• 

•       1         • 

Powder- makers. 

a 

97 

32.;33 

1 

26 

26.00 

• 

•       1         * 

Printers,    . 

4 

130 

32.50 

() 

206 

34.33 

() 

254    43A 

Puriip  &.  Block  makers, 

2 

1()4 

82.(J0 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•           ■ 

Riggrers,    . 

1 

37 

37.00 

. 

• 

• 

1 

69    69.00 

Ropo-iiiakers, 

7 

42t> 

<)0.8(i 

0^ 
t 

364 

52.00 

2 

91    45J0 

Sail-makers, 

8 

l.>7 

42.33 

1 

74 

74.i;0 

• 

• 

Salt  Manufacturers,     . 

1 
• 

• 

• 

2 

132 

66.00 

1 

59    59.00 

Sculptors, 

1 

93 

9aoo 

• 

• 

• 

. 

.     ' 

Sextons,    . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

3 

173    57.66 

Shipwrights, 

8 

408 

62.25 

13 

755  58.04 

12 

C:i4    5*U9 

Shoe-makers, 

13:j 

558(> 

42.00 

154 

,    671«i  43.61 

154 

6668    K\:B 

Soap-makers, 

1 

GO 

(iO.OO 

2 

82  41.00 

1 

66    6bJU0 

Stabiers,    . 

2 

(;.3 

31..50 

1 

'        58J  58.00 

• 

1 

Stone-cutters,     . 

16 

688 

43.00 

14 

565   40.36 

U 

570,   40.71 

Tailors, 

5 

272 

54.40 

14 

680   48.57 

5 

191    3d.30 

Tallow-chandlers, 

] 

64 

64.00 

1 

1        67   (i7.00 

• 

•     \      • 

Tinmen,    . 

3 

141 

47.00 

3 

.        i>7 

32.33 

3 

83    27.66 

Trunk-makers,   . 

1 

33 

3:J.OO 

• 

1 

i 

• 

■ 

1 

■           • 

Umbrella-makers, 

1 

43 

43.00 

. 

1 
; 

• 

1 

66;   6a00 

Victuallers, 

• 

• 

• 

2 

97 

48.50 

1 

56;   5H.00 

Weavers,  . 

C 

295 

49.17 

5 

281 

5a20 

(i 

285    47J0 

Well -diggers,     . 

1 

25 

25.00 

f 

. 

• 

* 

•           • 

Wheehvrights,   . 

(> 

242 

40.33 

15 

'      669 

44.60 

\ir 

815    4527 

Whip-makers,     . 

1 

32 

32.00 

1 

3(j;  36.00 

1 

21,   21.00 

Wood -turners,    . 

• 

• 

• 

. 

1       • 

. 

1 

54,   54jOO 

Wool -dyers. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1 
1 

. 

• 

■     1      ■ 

Wool -sorters, 

2 

J538 

95 

47.50 

• 

1 

• 

3 

()41> 

125 

4IJ6 

Total,    . 

24,613 

45.75 

1)51 

30,241 

46.45 

29.899 

4d06 

Male  Domestics, 

1 

97 

97.00 

3 

1.14 

51.33 

4 

123 

30.75 

Laborers,  . 

'209 

10,238 

49.00 

259 

12,088 

46.67 

III 

17,962    4:L70 

Teamsters, 

(i 
21b 

344 

57.3.3 

• 

. 

. 

9 
424 

355'    39.a 

Total,    . 

10,679 

49.44 

262 

12,242 

46.73 

18,440 

4a49 

Fishermen, 

7 

316 

45.14 

69 

2620 

37.97 

14 

712 

50.es 

Freighters, 

2 

a-i 

41.50 

■ 

« 

. 

1 

45    45.00 

Pilots, 

2 

i;» 

()6.50 

a 

• 

• 

. 

1 
•     1       • 

Seamen,    . 

loe 

119 

52(;(> 

48.76 

145 

6590 

45.45 

173 

7421 

42.89 
4&50 

Total,    • 

5798 

4&72 

214 

9210 

43.04 

188 

8176 
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1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

OCCBPATIOB.. 

1 

1^ 

r^ 

1 

1^ 

r. 

1 

1^ 

h 

K 

K 

PSUPOM,     . 

3fi 
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OporitiTeB, 

3f 

7fs; 
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I 
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'. 
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65i 
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391 
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26.86 

U 
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II 

316    38.&1 

WM?e«, 

lU 

535 

52.50 
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50 

25.00 

7 

231    33.00 

Total,   . 

395 

18,537 

46.93 

490 

23.496 
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.WOi   23,802 
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2,847,  53.72 

74      3,7e5,  51.15 

CA\     3,192 

49.87 

4,296|  5:1.04 

103      5,018  49.20 

93      4,821 

5193 

67! 

45,241    6<1.63 

741     47,5:18  t)4.l4 

739    48,34S 

65.41 

Public  Officer,  . 

;n 

l,:Elfi'  41. OK 

42      1,890   45.00 

4^     1,802 

40.04 

MechBDici, 

mr 

24,(il3   45.75 

651    30,241.  46.45 

649]  2!>,89! 

4f:.06 

Laborera,  . 

10,67!il  49.44 

263,    12,242]  46.7:i 

424    18,44  [ 

4.3.49 

SeamsD,    . 

iu 

5.7!18|  48.72 

314      9,210  43.04 

188      6.17f 

4.1.50 

Paiipera,   . 

3; 

2,57 1 1  69.48 

47i      2,708:  57.62 

32      9,08t 

d'i.QO 

FemBlea,  .         . 

395 

18,537.  4G.93 

490    33,496  47.95 

SUO    33,803 

47.64 

Totnl  its  vera  ges 

■2\m 

11.'>.97e  53.87 

2623   136.1281  51.89 

37.14  140.567 

.^1.41 
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SECRETARY'S    OFFICE. 

Boston,  April  30,  1861. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  present  the 
Eighth  Registration  Report  of  the  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths, 
as  registered  and  returned  to  this  office  for  the  period  of  twenty 
months,  ending  with  the  31st  of  December,  1849. 

In  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  in  January  last,  I 
found  my  predecessor  had  employed  the  services  of  Dr.  Josiah 
Curtis,  of  this  city,  to  make  out  this  Report  from  the  returns 
received.  By  him,  and  under  his  supervision,  it  has  been  com- 
pleted as  given  in  the  following  pages. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  1849,  the  General  Coilirt  so  modified  the 
Registration  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  that  each  annual  return 
to  the  Secretary  thereafter,  should  comprise  the  twelve  months 
ending  with  Dec.  31,  yearly,  instead  of  the  30th  of  April,  as  be- 
fore. This  act  included  a  special  provision  that  required  the  next 
returns  to  embrace  the  eight  remaining  months  of  1848,  (viz. 
from  May  1,)  and  the  twelve  months  of  1849.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  present  report  covers  the  whole  twenty  months,  be- 
ginning with  May  1, 1848,  and  ending  with  Dec.  31, 1849.  This 
is  not  only  a  longer  period  than  is  embraced  in  any  of  the  former 
reports,  but  also  longer  than  will  be  included  in  any  succeeding 
annual  report,  as  contemplated  by  the  present  law. 

Only  eight  towns  neglected  to  make  returns  in  1849.  In  the 
last  report  there  were  twenty-eight.  It  seems,  moreover,  clearly 
manifest,  from  the  fullness  of  the  records  generally,  that  the 
highly  important  subject  of  registration  is  constantly  increasing  in 


IV 


favor  and  accuracy,  as  its  valuable  resulting  truths  become  known. 
The  returns  were  so  full  and  complete,  and  the  long  period  cov- 
ered by  this  report  so  unusually  severe  in  mortality,  that  it  was 
deemed  requisite  to  give  some  analyses  on  the  terminal  pages,  in 
order  to  meet  fully  the  intentions  of  the  law. 

The  number  of  different  persons  included  in  the  abstracts  of 
births,  marriages  and  deaths,  during  the  period  of  this  report,  was 
no  less  than  90,810.  Besides  these,  many  were  rejected  from  the 
records,  in  making  the  abstracts,  because  they  did  not  come  with- 
in the  datal  limits,  or  were  found  in  the  returns  of  two  different 
towns — ^having  died  in  one  and  been  buried  in  another.  In  the 
latter  cases,  they  were  received  only,  as  from  the  place  where  the 
death  occurred. 

In  abstracting,  collating,  combining,  and  arranging  in  a  classi- 
fied manner  some  hundred  thousand  persons  who  have  passed  one 
of  the  three  great  epochs  of  human  existence,  there  has  been,  as 
will  be  readily  seen,  no  small  amount  of  labor ;  and  this  has  been 
much  increased  by  commingling  the  records  of  1848  with  those 
of  1849.  To  have  diminished  the  labor  would  have  effected  a 
diminution  in  accuracy,  or  been  at  the  expense  of  some  of  the 
facts  which  it  seemed  the  law  designed  should  be  exhibited. 

QrCspectfuUy  submitted,  by 

AMASA  WALKER, 
Secfetdry  of  the  CommonwedUh. 
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Table  I.     BIRTHS  (eight  months  in)  1848. 

Exhibiting  the  number  of  each  Sex  bom  in  the  several  Countiea, 
during  each  of  the  different  months  from  May  1  to  Dec  31, 

1848. 
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i  t 

11 
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1 
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May, 

Total 

1345  3f 

"k 

12* 

16 
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73  54 

255   11- 

93!  13 

196 
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713;  1() 

3t 
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125  25 

51' 33 

i.w;   as 

39t     7 

SB 

Female 

62fi  20 

5C 
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22  21 

105     55 

51      6 

97 

Unkno' 

e- 

'  1    ^ 

3    - 

June, 

Total 

Uir  5G 

7C 

16( 

IB 

231   51 

71' 53 

274'  15C 

84  21 

ITS 

Males, 

7481  24 

3. 

8" 

9 

123  26 

39,  28 
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36     9 

97 

Femalei 

653  2! 

3f 

7 

9 

lOB  23 

31  24 

124'     57 
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74 

UnkW 

10    - 
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■          = 
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July, 

Tota 
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9C 

15 

39 

274   64 

83  65 

309   146 

9a    17 

St  I 

Males, 
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14 

151,  32 
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161     73 
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119 

Female 

750'  24 

46 
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121 

31 
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145     73 
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■|- 
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Auff^ 
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9G 
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133 
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11 
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133 
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^- 
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103  ItA 
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35 

83 
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1 
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18? 
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170 
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43  29   172 

83 

51    e 

10a 
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19  3^  29|  134 

87 
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161 2056  3£>8'643  48824 12 

1315 

731 

Total, 

6528324358 

709 

87108319135*3431266 

647 

361 ;  sol    997 

SM5  21634.;  624 
67     ll    3^    - 

74  973|193a9ffl2421131 

663 

W7   S    ™ 

■as!      < 

UiAno-n 

-  (      3l  14     1     3!     15:      5l 

184S.] 


SOFPLEMINT    TO    TaBLE    I. 

Births— Plurality  Cases  in  1848. 
(Included  in  Tible  I,  of  BirOu.) 


UodUu- 

Su. 

Whol. 

! 

t 
1 

1 

1 

li 

1 

i 
1 

1 

; 

n 

1 

x 

J 

1 

1 

Jul;, 
A"S, 
Sept, 

om 

Nw, 
Dec, 

Tola], 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 

Males, 
Peradea, 

Total, 
Male*, 
Females, 
UnkiiowD 

Total, 

FemTl'es, 
Unknown 

Total, 
Males, 
FemalM, 

Total. 

Fei^'ea, 

Total, 
M.l«, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

16 
7 
9 

18 

11 

7 

31 
34 

8 

23 
16 
4 
S 

14 

7 
7 

14 

8 
6 

ao 

8 
13 

20 
8 
13 

4 

9 
3 

2 

4 

1 
3 

3 

3 

2 
2 

4 
3 

1 

1 

6 
I 
5 

4 
3 

3 

4 
3 

1 

6 
2 

4 

6 
3 
3 

3 
2 

3 

3 
2 

6 
4 

2 

6 
S 

1 

8 

4 
3 
3 

4 

3 
1 

i 

4 

4 
3 

"a 

a 

1 
1 

2 

a 

3 

"a 

4 

1 
3 

1    TouU, 

158 
89 

la 

10 
3 

14 

12 
4 

8 

2 

1 

1 

28     4 
13     1 
13     3 

a!  - 

6 

4 
2 

6 
5 
1 

^ 

IB 
13 
6 

10 
2 
6 
2 
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Tni.1  II.     STILL  BOKN.     1848. 

Exhibiting  the  number  of  each  Sex  in  the  several  (Jountiea,  dur- 
ing each  of  the  eight  mmUhs  from  May  1  to  Dec.  3 1 , 

1848. 


KodUu. 

Sex. 

Whol. 
No. 

1 

1 

J 

1^ 

1 

1 

J 

^ 

i 
1 

.If 

1 

1 

May, 
June, 

Jiiy, 

Aog., 
Sept, 
Oct, 
Nov., 
Dec., 

Maloe, 

'"emideB, 
Jnknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Feix^'sB, 

Unknown 

Fen^M, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Pemaloe, 
Unknown 

Males, 
Females, 

Unknown 

1 

4 
4 
3 

a 

1 

7 

4 
5 
7 

2 
3 
8 

3 
3 
5 

4 

3 
6 

3 

'a 

1 
3 

a 

it 

1 

3 

1 
I 

a 

a 

a 

1 

"a 

3 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

: 

1 
- 

1 
1 

3 
4 

a 

1 

3 

\ 

1 

1 
1 

9 

] 

"l 

1 

S 

'a 
I 

: 

a 
1 

: 

a 
1 

Total, 

Total, 
Males, 

79 

15 

42 

11 

10 

4 

90 

la 

J 

3 

_3 

; 

J 

J3j   - 

"a  1 

11   - 

7 

a 

1849.] 


Table  III.     BIRTHS.     1849. 

Exhibiting  the  mimber  of  each  Sex  bom  in  the  several  Counties, 

during  each  of  the  different  months  of  the  year 

1849. 


-^ 

—^ 

1J 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

i 

— 

^ 

Month.. 

Sei. 

mioio 

1 

t 

A. 

i! 

S3 

II 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

i 

I 

£■ 

i 

1 

Jan'y, 

Total, 

1983 

51 

Gb 

~174 

19 

336 

"si 

103 

59 

313151 

88|470 

202 

MfllCB, 

IMS 

2C 

33 

96 

10 

124 

3b 

5:i 

33 

178  80 

51357 

116 

23 

33 

78 

9 

112 

13 

50 

20 

i;n  71 

37,213 

63 

Unknown 

6 

2 

1   - 

-|- 

3 

Peb'y, 

Total, 

2026 

35 

94 

177 

39 

227 

49 

98 

61 

3 13' 186 

110407 

937 

Males, 

1041 

K 

54 

92 

18 

11! 

97 

48 

35 

150'  98 

611304 

119 

Fcmalea, 

979 

IS 

40 

85 

14 

108 

SO 

50 

26 

103  67 

46  20!) 

116 

Unknown 

C 

2 

1 

1 

a 

March 

Total, 

2293 

50 

120 

189 

28 

373 

64101 

78 

:170 

192 

127 

424 

984 

Msle.'^, 

1171 

28 

62 

81 

12 

142 

33i  5f 

46 

183 

88 

C8 

225 

147 

PeniiileB, 

1109 

22 

se 

101 

16 

131 

29 

45 

31 

184 

104 

55 

199 

134 

Unknown 

13 

2 

1 

3 

4 

- 

3 

April, 

Total, 

aoaa 

67 

102 

216 

35 

■332 

50 

108 

52 

311 

IB2 

86 

384 

267 

Uaba, 

1080 

26 

50 

118 

17 

139 

23 

58 

27150 

M 

40 

193 

146 

FpraoleB, 

9!>C 

41 

52 

98 

18 

93 

2f 

48 

25157 

86 

49 

191 

118 

Unknown 

IG 

' 

1 

2 

4 

1 

4 

3 

M»y. 

Total, 

1951 

51 

7S 

154 

10 

244 

60 

95 

48 

329 

158 

85 

418 

291 

Mnlea, 

1024 

40 

84 

5 

123 

31 

44 

31 

174    75 

41 

237 

110 

Femalcfl, 

916 

38 

68 

5 

121 

38 

51 

17 

151 

81 

44 

161 

109 

Unknown 

11 

- 

a 

1 

4 

2 

- 

a 

June, 

Total, 

2085 

43 

98 

180 

15 

J60 

57 

104 

79 

323 

177 

91 

435 

231 

Males, 

1099 

57 

97 

10 

137 

37 

60 

38 

1.56 

103 

40 

228 

13! 

Females, 

970 

41 

B3 

5 

122 

27 

44 

33 

159 

73 

50 

307 

107 

Unknown 

16 

- 

1 

» 

2 

5 

' 

1 

3 

July, 

Total, 

2981 

70 

101 

169 

18 

m 

60 

120 

69 

373 

169 

104 

540 

260 

Males, 

1155 

24 

58 

90 

10 

108:30 

58 

3;) 

197 

81 

53 

«9 

138 

Females, 

IIIG 

46 

43 

79 

8 

126  27 

69 

2!) 

173 

51 

ffl 

191 

Unknown 

10 

293166 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Aug., 

Total, 

2373 

65 

lOB 

188 

11 

128 

68 

167 

219 

117 

491 

933 

Males, 

1214 

33 

49 

96 

160  39 

.'>3 

55 

174 

117 

56 

246 

128 

Femnlea, 

1150 

32 

58 

131  36 

75 

33 

190 

102 

61 

244 

104 

Unknown 

9 

- 

1 

! 

1     1 

3 

1 

1 

Sept., 

Total, 

3306 

68 

99 

179 

13 

984  57 

139 

69 

199 

112 

426 

363 

Males, 

1153 

35 
33 

49 

97 

142124 

&4 

37 

19< 

92 

66 

202 

142 

Feranles, 

1133 

50 

80 

I39|32 

73 

33 

199 

103 

45 

322 

119 

Unknown 

20 

- 

- 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

» 
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Table  III.     Births — 1849.     Continued. 


HtBllU. 

_  ,       Wbol.    3      ^       i     r  a      J    ,  5  ■ 

""-  1  1  lliiiii 

M 

! 

i 

1      1 

Oct., 

Total    33991 

84 

101    148 

7 

2791  m 

129 

80  363 

2ie 

97 

474  as 

Males,    1  1230 

46 

54     75 

4 

157|  28 

69 

48   186 

113 

M 

245  141 

'.FeniBles;  1057 

38 

47 

71 

3 

120l  25 

60 

32  169 

1CP3 

40 

236  va 

;UnIino'nj      22 

2 

2,    3 

-         8 

- 

3 

3     1 

1 

Nov.,         Total]  197a' 

57 

77 

159 

10 

246!  41 

102 

64  329 

186 

m 

34T|%I 

Males,       ID  IT 

32     3S 

85 

4 

133   17 

54 

33   ICT 

101 

51 

IB?  13S 

Femnlea     939 

25!    39 

74 

G 

112'  23 

45 

30 

156 

&4 

42 

179  m 

Unkno-nj       16 

- 

'      ^ 

3 

1 

6 

1 

11    i 

Dec., 

Total.l  2051 

48 

113 

195 

11 

237i  48 

132 

46 

345 

aoa 

92'  326  SS 

Miilee,    1  1031 

30 

m 

100 

e 

105  27 

(El 

23 

172 

105 

47|  152  1» 

Feiimleal     903 

17 

44 

95 

5 

132 

ao 

63 

22 

ICO 

96 

44 

l72;iil 

Utikno'n       21 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13 

1 

1 

2|   . 

Unkn. 

Total,        Gl 
Mnles,          23 

2 

14 
2 

18 
9 

I 
1 

: 

11    IS 
3     i 

'Foinales',       33 

12 

& 

6    e 

jlInkno'.i|        5 

- 

2 

- 

■ 

.     J 

Total  ,'25773 

asr 

n57 

312 

211 

3000659 

1353 

78614150 

2231 

Taoa5i5329es 

T^..!      M^'««'    !'*•* 

T"^'   Females  12273 

3.^rf 

613 

1U3|109 

1591342 

eer 

4452094 

1147 

028  2630  IMl 

33t 

543 

lOOllOO 

14581296 

6GS 

335 

2004 

107a 

55925141388 

Unkno'nj     171 

I 

7     2 

111  21 

e 

6 

59 

12 

15 

9    » 

PARENTAOt: 

American, 

1505S 

88 

iiTaW 

2430480 

85 

604 

3345 

1191 

946 

18101388 

Foreign, 

6480|  a 

15C 

499;    4 

394  33 

av 

89 

853 

582 

7213125  M 

Not  slated. 

4235   2! 

laf 

450      1 

236146 

15' 

93 

953 

528 

I84i  2l8n« 

Total, 

35773  68! 

115- 

3121^11 

ISffi 

,78614150 

3031 

1302l5153SStt 

1849.] 


Supplement  to  Table  III. 
Birtks—Plurality  Cases  in  1849. 

[Included  in  I'ablc  III,  of  Binbt.) 


TT 

B 

1 

— 

— 

— 

*= 

UodUu. 

Sex. 

niioli 

i! 

1 

i 

1 

M 

1 

^ 

1 

1 

i 

1 

A 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

£ 

J-n-y, 

Total, 

15 

4 

a 

3 

3 

Males, 

13 

a 

3 

a 

3 

S 

3 

Females, 

3 

3 

1 

Jeb'y, 

Total, 
Males, 

Females, 

17 
11 
6 

5 
5 

3 

1 

1 

4 

a 
a 

4 

March 

Total, 

34 

3 

10 

a 

2 

4 

6 

Males, 

3Q 

1 

8 

a 

2 

1 

Females, 

14 

1 

2 

! 

a 

5 

April,  1     Total, 

24 

a 

4 

4 

2 

a 

Males, 

17 

3 

4 

a 

a 

3 

■Females, 

7 

4 

1 

May,    1    Total, 

26 

a 

a 

'a 

"a 

a 

10 

Malefl, 

17 

3 

a 

a 

3 

2 

3 

Females, 

9 

J 

', 

7 

June,   1    Total, 

26 

S 

10 

4 

3 

3 

Males, 

18 

a 

8 

3 

1 

2 

Femalea, 

8 

3 

a 

1 

July,    '     Tola!, 

21 

5 

4 

3 

4 

a 

4 

MalcB, 

11 

2 

2 

3 

Females, 

10 

3 

"a 

a 

a 

I 

Aug.,    i     Total, 

33 

2 

3 

4 

4 

'a 

a 

6 

S 

Malea, 

12 

2 

! 

5 

a 

Females, 

30 

3 

i 

a 

a 

3 

6 

Sept, 

Total, 

36 

3 

3 

4 

4 

'e 

4 

4 

a 

9 

Males, 

19 

1 

1 

1 

a 

3 

3i 

2 

1 

3 

Females, 

17 

1 

1 

3 

3 

S 

1 

a 

1 

OcL, 

Total, 

49 

3 

3 

6 

2 

(i 

2, 

5 

"e 

4 

4 

4 

Males, 

3 

3 

1 

4 

1 

a 

5 

3 

1 

3 

Females, 

21 

h 

3 

I 

2 

1 

a 

3 

1 

1 

Kov., 

Total, 
Males, 
Fcnidles, 

18 
11 

7 

2 

1 
1 

3 
S 

1 

Uec, 

Total, 

Males, 

le 

8 

a 
a 

a 

1 

4 

1 

a 

3 

4 

a 
a 

4 

Females, 

10 

1 

3 
33 

la 

14 

'* 

Total. 

316 

i« 

21 

Iw" 

"T 

ar 

17 

3:1 

in 

54  30 

Total, 

MaW, 
Feinnl'.'s, 

184 
i:« 

';! 

10 

11 

',-•>     •>    •>. 

II 

1' 

? 

17 

n 

7 

9 

28    !3 
26   17 

Note.— Pour  cases  of  tr^UU  occurred  in  the  State  in  1B49,  viz.,  one  in  Bam- 
etable  County,  and  one  in  Hampden  County,  each  comprising  two  males  and  one 
female.  A  case  aim  occurred  in  Berkshire  County,  and  another  in  Middleeex 
County,  in  each  of  which  alt  were  females. 
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Table  IV.     STILL  BORN.     1849. 
Exhibiting  the  number  of  each  Sex  in  the  several  fjounties,  dur- 
ing each  month  of  the  year 
1849. 


MMOU. 

Sex. 

'T' 

1 

1 

1 

II 

1 

i 
1 

1 

1 
1 

i 

1 

J|i 

1 

My, 
F.V,, 
March 
Apra, 
M.y, 
June, 

My, 

Aug, 
Sept., 
Oct, 
Nov., 
Doc, 
Unto. 

MnleB, 
Females, 

UnkDOHTl 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males. 

FeiwileB, 

Unknown 

Males. 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Femalea, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females. 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males. 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females. 

Unknown 

MalM, 

Females, 

3 
4 
W 
4 

6 

26 
3 
1 

33 
S 
3 

40 
5 
5 

31 
7 

i) 

5 
4 
27 

•i 
4 

27 
10 
4 

33 

a 

3 
111 
4 

I 
23 

a 

12 
3D 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

h 

i 
1 

1 

] 

3 

7 

- 

■i 

1 

'l 

1 

1 
I 
1 

s 

4 

■l 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

'l 
'l 

- 

1 

: 

'i 

1 
1 

a 

1 

1 

'i 

1 

*a 

1 
I 

9 

1 

'l 

1 
3 

3 

3 

"i 

3 

S 

1 

1 

SS 
28 
33 
18 
24 

>' 

2B 

: 

17 
15 
21 
24 

I 

'a 

3 

TWl, 

-         437 

S 

1 

aa     - 

M 

_3 

g|  8 

-^ 

24 

4268  25 

1848.] 


Table  Y.      MAKRUGES.      164S. 

Exkibitinff  the  Conditions  and  Ages  of  parties  married  during 

the  eight  months  intervening  May  1  and  Dec.  31, 

1848. 


(A.) 

First  marriage  of  both  Parties. 

lOB  OF  WOMEN. 

AQE  of  UBS. 

8 

S 
S 

3 

s 

3 
1 

S 

a 

s 

B 

3 

K 

s 

s 

s 

s 

1 

i 

Under  20, 
20  lo  35. 
35  lo30, 
DO  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  00, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70. 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Over  eo. 
Unknown. 

31 
439 
147 
23 
4 
3 

1 
10 

7 
606 
464 
97 
16 
5 
2 

18 

54 
153 

5] 

] 
2 

6 

1 

25 
24 
9 

8 

I- 
a 

4 

7 
3 
3 

\ 

I 

I 

a 
a? 

17 
5 

1 
1 

1 

321 

40 
1128 
609 
304 
49 
24 

la 

3 
3 

1 
1 

356 

Total, 

656' 1215;  276 

71 

b 

r 

ll- 

- 

- 

375 

2630 

(B.)    First  marriage  of  the  Male,  but  subsequent  marri^e  of  the 
Female. 


tJnder  90, 
ao  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
30  lo35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  BO, 
Over  60, 
Unknown, 

1 

1 
3 

a 
1 

1 

1 
3 
3 

S 
4 

1 

1 

a 
a 

a 

i 

9 

: 

- 

; 

7 

4 
14 
13 
4 
3 
5 

3 

1 

7 

Total, 

1 

8 

5 

10 

7 

« 

3 

3 

1  »i-i. 

-1- 

S 

H 
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Table  V.     Marriaoes — 1848.     Continued. 


(C.)     Subsequent  marriage 

of  the  Male 
Female. 

but  firs 

meirriage  of  tlie 

ADB  OF  WOHHH. 

iOBoTMEN. 

1 

1 

S 

4 
s 

4 
S 

If 
SIS 

s 

3 
3 

s 

1 

2 

s 

a 
IS 

1 

1 

1 

!' 

4 

'l 

38 

1 

Uoder  20, 
30  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45. 
45  to  50, 
SO  to  55, 
55  to  GO, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80. 
0»et  80, 
Unknoirn, 

2 
10 
3 
7 
1 
2 

i 

15 
31 
19 
5 
3 

S 

31 
28 

i 

2 

la 

7 
20 
6 
2 

1 

7 
6 

1 

2 

1 

4 
2 

1 
3 
1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

i 

: 

i. 
30 
58 
OS 
53 
26 

3J 

Total, 

36  1  71 

63 

^_ 

^ 

7 

4 

all 

_-_ 

- 

300 

(D.)    Subsequent  marriages  of  both  Parties. 


Under  SO, 
30  toSS. 
25  to  30, 
30  to  33, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
SO  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
flO  to65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Ovw  80, 
TJaknown, 

; 

1 

> 

i 

3 
3 
3 
3 
1 
3 

1 
4 

3 

4 
4 

1 
4 

8 
1 
4 

a 

1 

3 

a 
s 
a 

3 

1 
1 

4 

a 
a 

1 

1 

4 
3 
3 
1 
3 

3 
3 
2 

a 

3 

i 

a 
3 

1 

i 
1 

:' 

1 
1 

ao 

5 

9 
II 
19 
17 
22 
U 
13 
9 
8 
2 
3 
39 

Totd, 

4 

13 

20 

J 

2a!  lal  lat  7 

_6_ 

e_ 

s 

_^_ 

36 

isa 

1848.] 


Table  T.     Marbiaoes — 1848.     Continued. 
(E.)    Conditions  of  Parties  not  stated. 


AQE  0[  SUM. 

J 

s 

3 
a 

4 

3 

3 

1^ 
S 

S 

1 

i 

s 

3 

i 

S 
H 

1 

j 

i 

1 

1 

Under  30, 

20  to  as, 

as  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  no, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
00  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Ovet  SO, 
Unknown, 

3 
25 
11 

3 

a 

41 
35 
6 

e 

I 
1 

1 

3 
14 

5 
5 
1 
3 

I 

4 
3 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 
1 

1 

1 

5 
3 

1 

1 

666 
676 

s 
« 

25 
W 

e 
s 
a 

1 

5 

's 

1 

efo 

879 

45 

1216 

922 

309 

145 

107 

66 

34 

27 

23 

13 

14 

4 

2 

1068 

Total, 

44 

9] 

31 

id;  6 

3 

3 

2 

2 

Grand  total 

729 

1389 

388 

172!  82 

52 

27 

22 

13 

8 

2 

1121 

- 

4015 

Table  VI.     MARRIAGES.     1848. 

Exhibiting  the  number  solemnized  in  the  several  Counties,  in 

each  nionth  intervening  May  1  and  December  31,  1848. 


ModUu. 

Whole 

1 

i  1 

ill 

I 

li 

G7l  24 

i 

37 

] 

! 

47  24 

1 

j 

May,         .          . 

508 

111 

18  45 

n 

25  94 

4 

99 

June        -        - 

\A 

4  32 

5  7i;  le 

IW 

is'iij 

jDly,        -        - 

:■ 

7  2t 

131  58    12 

:« 

9  55 

32  21 

Xin 

5 

5  25 

]2|  64     6 

25 

9I  et 

39  as 

1 

.W 

September,      - 

n» 

t^ 

23 

;jf 

5|  67   12 

% 

43   U 

3 

75 

II 

91 

:v 

6123   15 

69 

9f 

it« 

721  3! 

« 

799 

:« 

2*. 

n 

12 

134    U 

W. 

+1 

17^ 

67,  4( 

7 

December, 

4ti| 

47 

!■ 

w 

A 

95  2( 

2t 

1: 

95 

41   3.: 

4 

65 

Unknown, 

40 

1 

yy 

2    - 

1 

4 

-      - 

Total, 

4015 

148 

Ill 

322 

6B 

681124 

323 

163 

839i382'227 

36 

591 
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Table  VII.     MAREUGES.     1849. 

Exhibiting  the  Conditions  and  Ages  of  -parties  married  during 
the  twelve  months  intervening  Jan.  1  and  Dec.  31, 

1849. 

(A.)     First  marriage  of  both  Parties. 


AOB  or  MEN, 


AOE  OF  WOMEN. 


Total,       |11372136.  SW    I36|  40   SO    1 


!^  I  ES      S  IS     I 
*   I    fi   '    2   '  S     I 


•  I  - 1  -  i~r 


473   505 


(B.)    First  marriage  of  the  Male,  but  siibsequen 
Female. 

marriage  of  the 

Under  20. 
20  to  25, 
35  to  30, 

30  loag, 

35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  .55, 
55  to  GO, 
60  toflS. 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75. 
75  to  SO, 
Over  80, 
Unknown, 

3 

■ 

2 

0 
2 
1 

I 

5 
13 
3 
3 

5 

13 
6 

a 

3 

3 

1 

l" 
l" 

1 

1 

i 

i 

-1- 

-  18 
I   .    » 

» 

."i    " 

-  1      5 

;i; 

9        10 

Toul. 

2 

15  1  94  1  37 

|5_ 

_8^ 

^ 

±_ 

-U 

- 1  - 

J_ 

^ 

11   1  118 

1849.) 


HARRIAOES. 


TiBLE  TIL     Makriaqes — 1849.     Contihoed. 


(C.)     Subsequent 

marriage  of  the  Malt 
Female. 

,  but  firs 

marriage  of  the 

AOI  OF  WOMBS. 

JkUB  el  UEN. 

1 

s 

a 

i 

4 

a 

1 
3 
S 
5 
5 

1 
1 

3 

s 

1 

2 

4 

I 

6 

3 

a 

IS 

1 

1 

1 

Under  20. 
20  to  25, 
35  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50. 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75. 
75  to  60, 
Over  80, 
Unknown, 

6 

7 
34 
44 
33 
Ifl 

2 

3 
31 
35 

19 
7 
S 

1 

1 

3 

6 

28 
28 

2 

a 

■ 

3 

4 
10 

'I 

3 
3 

'a 

5 
14 
11 

I 

4 
1 

- 

i 

1 

- 
- 

- 

1 

1 
1 

3 
33 

is 

79 
117 
117 
93 
50 
SS 
18 
18 

4 
48 

Tot«l, 

40   145 

125     94 

58 

48 

9 

-      - 

_^ 

4l(  584 

(D.)     Subsequent  marriagQS 

of  both  Parties. 

UndMSO. 
ao  to  35, 
35  to  30. 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45. 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55. 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65. 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75. 
75  to  BO, 
Over  80, 
Unknown, 

3 

3 

1 

S 

10 

i 

2 

1 

'. 

9 
15 
12 

5 

4 

.^ 

I 
7 
7 
8 
7 
3 
4 

1 

3 
5 
3 

? 

■l 

- 
1 
3 
5 
3 
4 
8 
1 

3 
1 
1 
H 
3 

■ 

1 
3 

3 

5 

1 
1 

3 

. 

: 

1 

34 

9 
31 

35 

2? 
31 
98 
34 
11 
3» 

a 

T. 
35 

Tot»I. 

7     33 

47 

38 

14 

35 

^ 

8 

7_ 

^ 

J_ 

^ 

^ 

946 
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Table  VII.     Mahbiages — 1849.      Coin'iNueD. 
(E.)    Conditions  of  Parties  not  stated. 


AOB  or  WOMEN. 

AQB  at  UKN. 

£i 

-S 
S 

n 
1 

4 
a 

IS 

3 

s 

3 

3 

s 

S 
£ 

3 

2 

1 

a 

.1. 
ijl 

1 

1 

Under  20, 

20  to  as, 

25  to  30, 
30  to  35. 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  GO, 

60  toes, 

65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Over  80, 

Unknown, 

31 

20 

a 

1 

59 

15 
5 

1 

"1 

10 
22 

10 
4 

S 

] 

1 
I 
3 

2 
5 
9 

3 
1 

1 
3 

1 
*i 

- 

1 

1 

"a 

1 

:' 

i 

a 

1       107 

3,     IIS 

1        31 

U 

1  w 

2  8 
3 
I 
S 

I             I 
1083     1063 

Total, 

54I  146 

49 

15 

6!  a 

3 

_L_ 

3 

JL 

j_ 

^ 

^ 

1090 

1387 

(P.) 

Grand  Total  of  all  Conditiona  of  Parties. 

Under  SO, 
20  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  GO, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Over  60, 
Unknovo, 

69 
7G9 

308 

5y 
10 

4 
2 
1 

11 

21 

1165 

946 

20a 

65 

19 

S 

1 

i 
1 

23 

4 

113 
402 
167 
80 
28 
11 
5 
1 
1 

6 

18 
42 

59 
22 

i 

4 

4 
7 
27 
36 
29 
38 
17 
8 
3 

1 

1 

3 
7 
9 
30 
21 
16 

"7 

5 
1 

a 
5 

9 

9 
7 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
4 
8 
7 
5 
B 
1 

3 
6 
2 
4 
3 

1 

J 

1 
4 
3 

5 

] 

2 

■ 

1 

3 
39 
37 
12 
5 
7 
S 

1 

1 
I 

1033 

99 

aioB 

1736 
570 

ass 

179 
100 
60 
45 
» 
96 
10 
6 

1671 

Tot»l,       |133S 

2449 

618 

329 

i«a 

iin 

36 

35||Q|  9:  7 

i 

A 

I73I 

6906 

1849.J 


MARRIAGES. 


Table  VIII.     MARRIAGES.     1849. 
Exhibiting  the  number  solemnized  in  the  several  Counties,  in 
each  month  intervening  January  1  and  Decemher^\t  1849; 
also,  the  Nativity  of  parlies  married. 


UaDdu. 

Wbolt 

111 

i 

■a 

II 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

J 

1 

77 

Ee 

Januwy,  - 

603 

35'    9 

42 

G 

63 

13 

4il 

12 

M 

47l  33 

86 

Febniary, 

434 

aa:  le 

27 

1 

64 

4 

36 

11 

83 

22[  13 

60 

43 

March,     - 

391 

13,    7 

2§ 

4 

67 

9 

96 

18 

?1 

23,  21 

54 

50 

April,      - 

601 

16 

17 

32 

3 

87 

11 

39 

29 

95 

47  39 

69 

97 

May,        -         - 

571 

e 

14 

36 

7 

89 

2] 

38 

20 

110 

38  33 

66 

91 

June,       -        . 

493 

J5 

12 

36 

3 

76 

12 

23 

21 

76 

45 

31 

81 

64 

July,        -        , 

452 

]0 

5 

30 

7 

68 

10 

33 

9 

84 

40 

20 

83 

53 

AugUBl,    . 

455 

12 

8 

28 

5 

79 

12 

43 

11 

63 

31 

19 

103 

41 

September,       . 

605 

12 

11 

33 

7 

7i 

16 

48 

21 

95 

45 

32 

136 

73 

October,  -        - 

637 

22  22 

21) 

8 

111 

18 

45 

24 

121 

51 

41 

167 

81 

November,       - 

969 

53 

15 

30 

6 

164  33 

62  39 

154 

79 

49 

188 

107 

December,        - 

647 

46 

10 

19 

7 

U6    15 

35  21 

76 

42  36 

9* 

50 

Unknown, 

66 

7 

50 

22     I 

5 

^1-1 

1 

Total, 

eaae 

371 

148 

417 

14 

1082165 

489236 

1132 

510|367 

1218 

837 

Nai^^. 



■■"V 

...... 

American, 

352S 

237 

118 

129 

64 

602144 

162183 

627 

318244 
61     4 

306 

498 

ItoAputiea, 

844 

2 

8 

3 

. 

143     1 

130     7 

117 

357 

U 

MrieBVT       . 

47 

1 

6    - 

-       2 

8 

6     2 

19 

3 

Females,       - 

41 

1 

9    - 

1    ■ 

■ 

4     4 

20 

2 

Unknown, 

2479 

h 

ai;99i 

- 

3SS  20 

196  44   480 

121  113 

516 

323 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
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Table  TIL     Marhiaoes — 1849.     Continukd. 
(E.)     Conditions  of  Parties  not  stated. 


AGE  ot  MBN. 

S 

3 

S 

s 

a 

4 

s 

s 

a 

£ 

a 
s 

"a 

] 

^1^ 
III 

sisl  b 
e|fi|l 

1   i 

Under  20, 
20  to  35, 
25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40. 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Over  80, 
CnknowD, 

31 
30 
2 

i 

1 

64 
5! 
15 
5 

1 

"l 

10 
23 

10 
4 

"a 

1 

I 

1 

1 

3 
2 
5 
2 

i 
1 
1 

1 

1 
- 

1 
- 

J 

1       107 

3,      lOS 

1         31 

M 

1         10 

3          8 

3 

1 

9 

1 

loes    loea 

TotJ, 

54',  146!    49 

15 

__6 

s 

a 

J 

-  1  1090  j  1367 

(P.) 

Grand  Total  of  all  Cond 

itiona  of  Parties. 

Under  20, 
SO  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
as  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  10  55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Over  80, 
Unknowa, 

6! 
7fi9 
308 
S» 
10 
4 

a 

1 

ii 

21 
1165 
946 
202 

?? 

5 
1 
1 
1 

23 

4 

113 

402 

167 

80 

28 

11 

5 

1 

1 

6 

S 
18 
43 

m- 

76 
59 

aa 

9 

1 

4 

4 
7 
27 
36 
29 
28 
17 
8 
3 

1 

1 
3 
7 
9 
30 

ai 

18 
J4 
7 
5 

I 

a 

5 
9 
9 

7 
I 

1 
1 

1 

1 

*1 
4 

8 
7 
5 

8 

1 

3 
6 

a 

4 
3 

1 

1 

] 

3 
1 

5 

1 
I 

2 

1 

1 

- 

3 

39 

a? 
la 

5 
7 
3 

1 
1 
1 

5S 

aioe 

1736 
570 
993 
179 
100 
G8 
4S 

3a 

36 
10 
8 

1671 

ToW,^ 

1333 

3449 

^ 

m 

160 

116 

36 

35 

ID 

_M 

^ 

1731 

6006 

1848.J 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH. 
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Table  X.     DEATHS.     184 

Exhibiting  the  number  of  each  sex  in  the  severt 
each  month  between  May  1  and  Dect 

1848. 
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TiBLE  XI.     DEATHS.     1818. 

Exhibiting  the  number  of  each  sex  at  different  ages  in  the  several 

Counties,  between  May  1  and  December  31, 

1848. 
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TiBLK  X.     DEATHS.     1848. 

Exhibiting  the  number  of  each  sex  in  the  several  Counties,  during 
each  month  between  May  1  and  December  31, 

1848. 
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Table  XL     DEATHS.     1848. 

Exhibiting  the  number  of  each  sex  at  different  ages  in  the  several 

Counties,  between  May  1  and  December  31, 

1848. 


Ag-. 

B... 

1  a 

li 

1^ 

1 

1 

iifii 

420 

205 

i 

4! 

1 

Under  5,|  Total, 

3788  120 

107  355 

33 

592 

8317415(1  893 

609 

Malee, 

2018  71 

51165 

22 

325 

291  84'  86  476 

228 

119 

24 

338 

FeranleH, 

1698  47 

48 

169 

259 

35  85 

62'  381 

182 

82 

17 

259 

Unknown 

142     2 

8 

28 

5 

8 

19     5 

8     36 

10 

4 

13 

5    to  10, 

Total, 

438 

21 

23 

49 

8 

77 

9 

17 

91 

91 

37 

25 

6 

54 

Mules. 

234 

12 

13 

26 

3 

35 

6 

9 

10 

43 

22 

16 

2 

37 

Females, 

201 

9 

10 

33 

5 

42 

3 

8 

10 

47 

15 

8 

4 

17 

Unknown 

3 

1 

J 

1 

10  to  15 

Tom), 

216 

8 

5 

16 

5 

38 

7 

17 

14 

36 

15 

12 

3 

40 

Miles, 

5 

a 

S 

3 

15 

2 

7 

5 

18 

6 

C 

1 

21 

Femdes, 

116 

3 

3 

a 

1 

23 

5 

10 

9 

le 

9 

6 

2 

19 

Unknown 

1 

1 

15  to  20 

Total, 

15 

17 

27 

4 

49 

15 

30 

27 

92 

38 

16 

1 

64 

Males, 

149 

7 

7 

10 

3 

93 

7 

6 

7 

38 

9 

7 

25 

FemaleB, 

24(i 

8 

10 

17 

1 

2G 

8 

24 

20 

54 

99 

9 

1 

39 

SO  Io30 

Total, 

1027 

24 

48 

73 

6 

142 

45 

66 

54 

233 

100 

41 

8 

187 

Males, 

419 

9 

15 

23 

1 

Gl 

27 

33 

24 

95 

46 

10 

70 

FemaleB, 

608 

15 

33 

50 

5 

78 

18 

33 

30 

138 

54 

31 

6 

117 

30  to  40 

Total, 

720 

29 

29 

61 

12 

no 

21 

44 

27|  158 

76 

31 

6 

116 

Males, 

30) 

14 

S 

33 

4 

46 

f 

21 

6S|  33 

12 

5 

48 

Females, 

419i  15 

21 

28 

8 

64 

15 

23 

20 

931  44 

19 

1 

68 

40  to  50 

TolBl, 

549;  13 

19 

49 

e 

102 

15 

37 

19 

102   51 

30 

5 

99 

Males, 

285;    6 

11 

20 

c 

54 

10 

17 

10 

55^  31 

9 

51 

Females, 

264     7 

8 

29 

a 

48 

5 

20 

9 

47  20 

21 

48 

50  to  60 

Total, 

4yo;  17 

91 

47 

■ 

T. 

18 

32 

33 

91    40 

36 

1 

77 

Males, 

2.35     7 

9 

25 

30 

8 

19 

ib 

46  If 

13 

1 

43 

FemBles, 

254    10 

12 

29 

42 

IC 

13 

17 

45  24 

23 

34 

Unknown 

li   - 

1 

-      - 

. 

60  to  70 

Total, 

602!  26 

35 

47 

13 

106 

ii 

40  28 

96|  53 

35 

93 

Males, 

278;  12 

IR 

20 

e 

50 

1 

19 

12 

471  26 

13 

40 

Females, 

324    14 

19 

27 

5<j 

11 

21 

lb 

49  27 

22 

a 

6 

53 

70  to  80 

Total, 

613   19 

29 

62 

1 

120 

3T 

34 

33 

94'  40 

53 

93 

Males, 

279;    7 

19 

31 

53 

20 

19 

12 

33:   18 

21 

4 

40 

Females, 

364:  13 

17 

ai 

1' 

65 

i; 

15 

21 

61   98 

33 

a 

S3 

Over   60 

Total, 

582!  23 

42 

38 

K 

,  as 

3( 

28 

40 

85  3ti 

45 

3 

104 

Males, 

251    11 

25 

14 

i  3y 

1.^ 

14|  18 

m    14 

19 

51 

Femalee, 

331,  12 

17 

24 

;    65 

IS 

Hi  29 

52;  aa 

2b 

3 

53 

Not  Btat 

Total, 

206   12 

14 

12 

' 

,     191  25 

6,    ! 

49  22 

10 

3 

26 

cd. 

M„les, 

791    (1 

8 

2 

10   1 

41    2 

is'    9 

3 

9 

S 

Females. 

86     G 

4 

7 

6     £ 

2     5 

19  19 

7 

10 

Unknown 

^L 

2 

3 

^ 

I^J 

■Ij 

2020104 

539 

1 
91 

u 

Total, 

Total, 

9656,3271389 

836 

1526324  5251461 

15© 

Males, 

4627 

167!l77 

377 

e; 

,  740152259209 

964  457 

248 

59 

769 

Females, 

484 

1581902 

428 

5< 

774 150'268i241 

1     1^  2^    5il 

1004;466 

^ 

38 

770 

Unknown 

186 

2|  10 

31 

52|   11 

_J 

1 

_^ 

54 


EIGHTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


[1849. 


00 


Eh 
< 

Q 

Ex, 
O 

GO 

H 

GO 


Eh 


bo 


IP 


•«  s 

CO 


X     g 


§ 


^ 

4 

f 


b 

is 

I 


■< 


o 

s 

o 


m 


o 


*iiMoaiizn  I    ,     , 


•08«AO  I    •    I 


•08  o»  OA 


•0!.o»  09 


I    I 


•09o»09 


09  01  Of 


COOl 


•0>o»  08 


I  C0« 


•oeojoB 


^  t^ 


•0ZO1  91 


•91  <n  01 


•01  01    9 


I     I 


•9  -"©pan 


Mjioin|Ufl|    ;    T 


'Wivoiaj 


«^;oio 


*89I«PI 


"^       Ol 


•nnox 


s . 


eo 


00 


I     I     I 


I     I 


1-1 1^ 


00  00  eo  '^  f^  ,  ^^ 


ot^ 


t^Q0O» 


00  CO 


«c^ 


C^) 


I     I 


I     I 


I      I 


-  .g 


I 


CO 


00 


Ol 


SI 


.  -t    ,  coco    , 

I     •      •  ^  ^    I 


t^t^   , 


.^.-t-OD     , 


.  .    .  ^-  2  . 


I      i      • 


CO  t^    , 


I     i      I 


00 


^^  ■'^  ^H 
^^^    ^v   ^^ 

•     «  —-I 


•  •**!5g5" 


•     I 


ot 


»ft       Of 


g . 


»fl     fl     l-i      -^ 

lilt 


a  .  ^  .  a  I  "^ .  "^^ . 


CO 
I  t 


I     I 


I     I 


o=    o  s   ,^ 


53 


.a 

I     •     I     I  Q 

o 

CO 

oo 


<     <     <     <     <     ;s^ 


> 

I 

s 
s 


o  -    c  • 


S     pa     n 


•ajioinian 


*iaqaiMa(i 


I     I 


01^ 


•jaqmoAOi^ 


fiOl 


*jaqo)90 


*Mqau)d98 


01  o< 


•^floSay 


•ipif 


I     I 


'•anf 


1^01 


•i»H 


•nJdy 


I    • 


TIMWK 


Ol»-i»-i 


'Xniuqa^ 


Ol 


I     I 


*Xnnirif 


i 


I     I 


I     I     I 


?0»-i    .  i-i 


^»/5»-i 


00  U9 


•     I 


50  1/5  1-ji-H 


COCO 


I     I 


CO  CO  1^01 


090 


I     I 


i-iOlt^«-i 


CO»-i 


I     I 


00  00 


•     I 


CO 


01 


CO 


0( 


I     I     • 


I      •      I 


^Ci 


,-i     ,  tftWO 


0(    .  »^  ^P^ 


I     I     I 


ODCO 


I     I      • 


CCI^ 


I     I 


l-**^  t>*. 


I     I     I 


0»  OD 


I     I 


^<±><v 


»-«»-•    .  "vci 


I     I     I 


t^  eo 


oooif-i   .i-ioif-n^  .  i-^-^ci 


t^CI 


I     I 


III        ■.- 


1M«.] 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH. 


«-  .  ,  ,  - , 

.....  .«- 

"S-  • 

(Mm- 

-.,,,. :r« 

■■■a^a".  .".-.is. 

. 

.     .  -    . 

■     . ■  -1;P:- 

■•--•■■'  ■ss  . 

's-— '"-^ 

,    ."-^^^S- 

."3 .  .  .£28  . 

."""  ,  .6  . 

■  '-■  .  .ESS. 

.-'  .  .  .228. 

"SSI  . 

.  .  1   ,""■'- 

.      ^  ."  .  .82  . 

=  ^  ,5322- 

3S-"" 

.     .  "•    . 

gr:"Ss5g''  .  .«^s;2S=" 

-"..".  .SS-Sg'.  . .  . 

,, o   ...,«.    , 

.  .  .' "..'.... 

.§,  ,g,e,  .-.2.S.S? 

-  .B  ,"  ,S  .=  .  .K  .  .-  .» 

^.  ,3.S  .  ,«,S.S.S,-,5 g,  .S,  .".:2. 

1 .  ,|.3.  .',a  .s.s.«.s,",a.s.  .§.  .".s. 

i'"i  ^=- 

■5-=    ..4_.. 

f 

.5  -9      .a      -S.     - 


|.«- 


-      £    a       °    S     '-  §   4    g    S    S     i       e        J 
i----Li,,  i-A,  Ll.i.  1,1=  3=1  =  1=.  La, 

&     i  i     saS3s66S6     6     S3 


•a<a   .naomw   ,    ,    ^^^^^j-   _    ^too 

- 

S".  .'— .  .-. 

2  .-  .--  .  .  .-* 

gg...*«r-.    .    ,«   ,^«g.    ,    .«« 

SS^S3S'" <7=-w----jo 

SS8  .sa  .-  . — 

SS-S2«" "-2".   ,"■-' 

"" 

sa|-Ki;"  .-  ." 

ss-sa*—."-.  .""S-,  .-s 

sss.as.  .  ."'. 

S««  .*•,..,"•. 

c5Wp-root*c»   .    1    , «"•»«*«   ,    ,mm 

"^ 

a-".-"' 

Illlllllllllllllllllllllljllllllll 


(B  EIORTR  REQISTBATION  REPORT.       [ISU 


■laiMUQa 

,  ."  ,~'  .ta 

■OB  "»0 

.-.,.. 

■08  "101 

".'.SS-.  ."-- . 

s 

3 

-01  Bide 

.  .'-SS^- ""  .  , 

-OB  in  09 

■05  "1» 

-     1      .  OO     .      1 

■0»«OB 

-OenOG 

•-  ■  ■S2S"  =  "  ■   •  • 

.    .  .  .-. 

■ansi 

.    .    .-   .    . 

« 

-SIM  01 

..,■-<.. 

-01  oi   9 

s 

■9«I>aa 

..."*.. 

.  .  .  .sa.  ■•»'-  .'="S8-.. 

k 

6 

a 
1 

'uouiaa 

■ 

■  ■  ■  ■  • -■  ■ 

g 

-Mrraai 

,"   .^.    . 

.»  .=*  .g  .■"  ,a  .'  ."  ,s.,. 

^ 

-iw* 

*.2,|.8.S  .-  .°.S,.-. 

^ 

-iww 

".8.". 

a  .S.g.K.S  .S  .2.S..-. 

1 

a 

a 

Q 

s 
1 

i 

th' 

t-- 

^■■f ^..  ^ 

o 

a*»,=Q 

w 

UqOIMa 

.«-  -as  .  .' . 

.'•'•.  .. 

M 

■jaimMOM 

.rtri . , : 

i 

'uqmo 

•  •  ■"" ' 

""■'--■''■■'"'■  '"^ 

— «  6  :-=7 

, .«   . . 

■  ss .  ■  • 

linanv 

, ."-" , 

.  ***  .  ,  . 

e 

^lor 

> .  1 "  . . 

.  .-,g"S'"--  ._ 

.  *^»  .  .  . 

■-Of 

.*•«».,. 

■tt«lY 

t  ■  "'*'-' , 

.  .'-s*  .."*..   ,    . 

~»  «  7-77 

-qaRH 

■ '       ■ 

.-- '.a».  ."-r-rr— »n-.. 

JJnnr 

— ■«    ,*S.    c-*-    .^^5SW7^ 

s 

iMi 

llllljllllljlj 

lijii 

1849.] 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH. 


gg!833  .3°- 


1T78TT5" 


,s  ,a. 


•s     f         J  *•  I"  •  S     1   f 

!  i  --  I  c  1^  J '  i  f  r'°  f 

iii-li-tii-M=l-M=r 


32  .  ■ 

SS"""= 

«    ,     ,«M    ,     ^«    ^rt-    _     , 

*"    ■■'""■     ■ 

=  2  .  . 

£  =  -=• 

?3""" 

SS  ■  ■ 

5>g:-a«ro 

sa.  . 

gg»o. 

^«„«,     ^_„„     ,-     .-    , 

SS  .  . 

SS"-" 

" 

2=  .  ■ 

g!2-,^ 

"'"."-'     .^     ■     .     ■"    .      • 

«W    .     ,"W    , 

23  .- 

„_     ^,     ^---w    ,     ,      ,     , 

WW    ,^    ,=*     , 

-2  .  . 

S3".- 

S2.  . 

SS--' 

22  .  ■ 

gS'-« 

S2  ■  . 

uj2w««- 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 


EIGHTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


[1849. 


1 

■"-«1 

,  .  ."  . I™  .  . 

,nt^rtw  ....-■. 

■«™|. 

•■■Si=^ 

■08  M  Oi  1     i 

.  .-=353  ....-=' 

09  0109 

^M^-.-^TMr-  r- 

09U10» 

—  ...=>  1  1  —  ■  1 

■o»"ioe 

-:- 

■OK  «  SI 

ii.ii.i..—   .'^'* 

■SI  M  01 

, 

—   .—   ...- 

■01  m   9 

d 

■SJtpnfl 

~ 

KS-S3"  .  .-" 

g 

s 

,    ,  ™  ,    ,  ro  ,   ,    ,    , 

1 

■BIKMi 

,s,.S,.=  ,« 

^■^'"§■§""'^-"3 

^ 

^^« 

" 

a.   ,K  .  ,2."  ,",  ,  ,|  .3.-  .".g. 

9 

-K,.. 

" 

s..|,,ss.s.-.,-',|.§.'.s.s. 

S 

a 

1 
1 

hi.l-i.lfj-li  l-r 

1  |--|  li- J- 5- rrrr 

;3 

-MOOKQQ    1      1 

."-  ■  ' 

•-=.■- 

■.«,™«a 

■  SSSS!  .   .=•  ." 

g 

-8g«».   ,— . 

-«q<HlO 

" 

-SS  =  —  .   .-  — 

s 

■"'-•■     ■ 

.asas.  .  .  ,-" 

f< 

vnSnY 

S'  .'2  .-- ' 

-- 

.SiS»2.-.-.- 

■fff 

,g.»=.  ,    , , 

.Sigi"3  .   ,«•-'- 

■^n 

"".^S." 

•  SSS".-  .   .— 

■iu«v 

"" 

,„  .gg-™- 

" 

-SS-"  ...-"=• 

■n^wR 

■fjvnjq.j 

■ 

"" .5S .-- 

■  sss*.  .  .  .»- 

■i™.™. 

"'  ■'~'^  ■"'* 

—  .   ,-Sg-3  •"  ,-• *' 

s 

i 

lllllllli 

1^ 

1^ 

'illlllilil^ 

1849.] 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


.  .  . 

•      111..^'""^ .."".lll"^!. 

B»-*    '    .     ■    ■ 

ss.  .«- 

sa  ■ .  ■ . 

feS  ■  "  ■ '" 

^2  ■    1  "  . 

-.CD     ,    -     ,    - 

-SS'  .«•..-«.-..-..  .c,  .  . 

8E.".  . 

|g-'"" 

.    .  w    .    .    . 

^ -.. « 

•^■•-. 

.  ,  .".S,|.  ,fe,-.S,  .  ,  .S.".'.S. 

S,.*," 

-.S  ,i8.5.  .R.-'.a  ,  ,-,i8.'',iS  ,3.  , 

,'!!!!! 

i„|.|=.|.|.LiJ..|„|.|.l|.|., 

£        0,     a.     a.     Cf    K     ai        odEodd        EoaSSiasS 


S5.  ."" 

."«.S^.—  ,«',  . 

,     ,-0»    , 

88.".- 

.« 

ss.  ■  ■  ■ 

SS  ."-■  . 

"■* 

4«   ,-._ 

,-.-SS-««  ,."',. 

SS  . — . 

s».  ."- 

ss. .-. 

SS— -. 

..■•■. 

SS.  .  •- 

- 

.M-MOg    ,W«     ,«W«    ,      . 

SS."  .  . 

TO  — 

SS-  . . . 

-  ,  e'<=»SS  ,  "=^  .    .23  .    . 

,"* 

Illlllllilllllllllllllllllllllllll 


68 


EIGHTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


[184& 


00 
00 


o 

GO 


H 

Eh 


i 


■I 


^  * 


i 


s 
(5 


I 


-jBjglllOAt 


1/3        00  C<l  1^  00  ^  1^  t^  1^        SS 


•^loaing 


<OCfi-i«i-i       Cl«^       CO 


Oi  00       CO  t^  t^       '^    I 


•innoiiiXij[ 


•^nqpoN 


Oi 


!5  fc  S?  W -^  «^  Oi  »/3       ^« 


•»«»IPPIK 


*M)l(Wllll'V|| 


00 


II    3    85!$*S«*'"«*'"82 


iiiipdiiiv|| 


U9 


S^SSg?"^"  .2SI 


•"IWWi 


I    8    SS8 


0>  C9>  d  00  Cf  Cf  ^       0>  CO 


aoi     CO     dwejct-^  co«-i 

1^  1^  I     I     1     I 


'JPW^ 


O)  OO  OQO  C^^  0>CO       fiS 


•«i|i|n|na 


8  88§8«a  .«  .  .s»* 


o 


SJ  TP  TO  Cf  Qi  CO  00  CO       ^ 

Of 


I 

O 

a 


I  I 


I  I 


I  I 


I  i  I  I  I  I  •  I  I  I  I 

2 


I  ■ 


«©■«»»« 


?S 


.-^-^  .3 


8    $    JJSS^S-^*"  .-"8S       ^3®«$ 


^00  :© 


r:^^     ?H     « 11  ®  00  00  d  «^  c«  «i  G>  CO  i-no-^ot 


SJ 


FHieo 


Cttifi 


s 


s  gagse^^^-^fessi     28s«2 


««« 


00 


e«  ,  S 


S    SSS*8«*"'  .8J2       -^-•«Si 


^ep^ 


I   I   I   I  I 


•  I    I   I  I 


«3 


M  M 


184«.] 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


1 

i 

i 

i" 

■««^a 

SBS 

S 

II 

■os»*o 

Si- 

1 

■OBtOi 

.  ,-  ,  . 

ll- 

s 

■oi™« 

-  .-  .  . 

m~ 

s 

www 

S3  - 

§ 

■M")« 

m~ 

i 

■«-.« 

-  .  ,  . . 

u- 

1 

■0(01  ai 

•TTT^" 

s5- 

1 

■SI  wot 

—  .  ,- 

Ss" 

s 

■01  o,   f 

"■■■•"    §g- 

S 

-gj^nn 

-,....    IP 

i 

a 

i 

■uoa^aa 

a 

•  --s 

S 

-H^WJ 

."...-    .1 . 

« 

•VR 

'    ■    ■   1" 

.  s, . 

1»«l 

i*^- 

! 

ffidld:;i 

1 

■Moman 

■ :;2'* 

-    .  .r. 

^ 

-.^«™a 

-  ir 

S  "=a 

^ 

-wqnmoij 

-  si- 

i 

-IIW90 

-  st- 

85' 

=  -Si 

= 

T*»>T 

ii^ 

-*s 

^ 

^nv 

S6^ 

-"■•c 
■":» 

1 

i 
1 
1 

■«mf 

..-■•.  Ei= 

-".."  sr 

f-^^-TT 

■i«BXW 

..-,.-  m- 

1  "s 

i 

-innmr 

..-..-  sfi 

i  -a 

3 

1 

iJili: 

lli 

lilt 

1 

ill 

70 


EIGHTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


[184a 


•J9|SMI0ii 


•3II<«PS 


•xnnomlu 


•3II<»K>N 


•X9*»IPPIW 


c« 


Ct  O)  t^  CO  CO  69       ^ 


CO 


8  . 


II  II 


0( 


It  f      ■  II 


^UdfH        l^CO»H^lHC« 


s 


■  ^     II  II 


CDOOI^       «C«i-iCOO(0) 


(S 


o»      e«i-i 


•  £5        I    I  '^ 


coca 


0)0)giAco«e«t^i-i»2 


s 


OICO 


.-"S. 


C3 


*M)l(WlOn|£ 


CO  CO  <«  d  C«  OD  i-l  d 


I     I 


I    I  ^       I  I 


s 


I 


00 
00 


E3 

09 

ij 
O 


H 
iJ 

5 

Eh 


"wpduivii 


•oipnwi 


C3iO'^kA^iAC30ti-Htv 


9 


SCtCt       i^ 


^«  OfH  C« 

I     I  '^  III 


Oi 


*  f  I 


8 


lfti-iQ0fHC3^IvC9C«O 
«^i-<       i-<W       I-*       11 


3 


I    g     I     «  , 


•9M|9ii)a«ii 
pmsmina 


wva 


fH         d 


00        tH 


I  I      I     I      I  I 


"  I    I  ce        ,  I    I    I  w 


iAiAcoc3a^c3i-^a^0(>o 


g 


.  ig  .       -^  .  , 


Sf 


•iiqnijaa 


'9(qv)sanii 


i 

S 


I 

A 

S 
I 


^P^^        1^  Ift  IH  Iv  iH  <^^ 


s 


cpao      i-«»A      i-i 
,    ,  1^       I       ^^1 


s 


lOCO       C3IAtHIOtHC3 
I  I 


S^SSiS^SSSt: 


8         .-t:-.-«.. 


S 


g 


t^QO 


gS;'S5R«S 


I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I      I     I  I 


I     I     t     I      I     I     I     I     I     I  I 


I     I     I     I     I     I      I     I     I  I 


o 


9   I    I    I    I    I    I    I    II 

O 


p  I    I    I  ^  I    I   I    I    I 

M 


5 


I 


1849.]  DEATHS.  67 

TiBhv  XIT.     Deaths — 1849.     Continuxd. 
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39 

149 

69 

Fem. 

517 

14 

SO 

38 

6 

65 

12 

37 

17 

75 

38 

17 

99 

79 

60   to 

Total 

1167 

37 

48 

83 

20 

150 

45 

65 

45 

166 

78 

57 

196 

178 

70, 

Mitlea, 

555 

18 

30 

42 

8 

63 

21 

37 

27 

87 

43 

25 

80 

84 

Fem. 

610 

1! 

28 

39 

12 

e? 

24 

28 

18 

78 

35 

33 

116 

94 

Unk'n, 

2 

1 

1 

70  to 

Total, 

1158 

43 

eo 

91 

27 

189 

36 

48 

44 

149 

eo 

89 

180 

182 

80, 

Males, 

534 

30 

32 

46 

12 

83 

17 

2tp 

16 

74 

37 

3? 

46 

88 

Pem. 

ea* 

23 

28 

45 

15 

106 

19 

32 

38 

75 

43 

59 

74 

94 

80  to 

Total 

651 

19 

39 

62 

16 

155 

46 

46 

47 

93 

70 

78 

52 

128 

90, 

Males. 

360 

10 

23 

23 

8 

61 

18 

24 

32 

44 

39 

31 

16 

51 

Fem. 

491 

9 

16 

39 

8 

94 

28 

23 

25 

49 

41 

47 

36 

77 

90   to 

Total, 

180 
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14 

12 

3 

36 

7 

5 

i 

34 

14 

10 

15 

36 

100, 

Malea, 

65 

2 

8 

6 

4 

3 

5 

7 

5 

3 

5 

14 

Fem. 

113 

4 

6 

6 

3 

22 

4 

17 

9 

7 

10 

33 

0»er 

Total, 

J3 

- 

1 

1 

a 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

100, 

MaleB. 
Pem. 

8 
5 

: 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

Not 

Total, 

393 

K 

21 

36 

's 

41 

25 

20 

13 

27 

20 

21 

33 

36 

Btet'd. 

M«1<!B, 

147 

5 

10 

17 

3 

21 

10 

9 

10 

14 

9 

8 

15 

16 

Fem. 

131 

6 

10 

7 

4 

19 

15 

11 

9 

11 

13 

e 

15 

Unk'n, 

15 

' 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

5 

Total, 

Total, 

20,4a3'505 

695 

1156 

195 

2450 

495 

1198 

m 

3979 

1437 

866 

5266 

2531 

Males, 

10,019 

326 

55!>;  93 

1177 

210 

326 

1469 

692 

404 

i683 

1333 

Fern. 

10,308 

364 

llil 

1247 

328 

1483 

722 

460 

2575 

1276 

Unk'n. 

196 

15 

5 

_26 

J3 

13 

_6 

13 

_? 

6 

33 
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Table  XVIII.     OCCUPATIONS. 


Exhibiting  the  nuffiber,  with  their  (Aggregate  and  avertige  ages, 
of  persons  having  pursued  different  vocations^  who  have  died 
during  the  twenty  months  between  May  1,  1848,  and  Decem- 
ber 31,  1849.     Also,  a  like  statement  for  the  five  previous  years, 

(These  Abstracts  include  onljr  persons  over  20  years  of  age.) 


TWUITT  MOHTSI. 

FiTI  Tbabs. 

From  May  1, 1848,  to  Deo.  81, 1849. 

From  lUy  1,1843,  CO 

>  Apr.  30.1^18. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

1 

A 

Whole 
number. 

Aoi. 

Whole 
number. 

i 

dox. 

1 

Aggregmte. 

Arerage. 

Aaregato 

1    Avcngt. 

1.  Agriculturists, 

1507 

94,021 

62.39 

3467 

223,440 

'     64.45 

2.   TiABORERS, 

1038 

44,951 

43.31 

1245 

58,680 

47.13 

3.  Mechanics. 

1 

Bakers, 

19 

803 

42.26 

28 

1318 

47.07 

Barbers, 

13 

607 

46.69 

11 

530 

,     48.18 

Basketinakers,    - 

3 

120 

40.00 

1 

69 

09.00 

Blacksmiths, 

99 

4781 

48J29 

218 

11,645 

53.41 

Bookbinders, 

7 

310 

44J28 

3 

136 

1     45^ 

Brickmakers, 

3 

142 

47.33 

5 

183 

*     3d60 

Bmshmakers, 

2 

109 

54.50 

3 

178 

59.33 

Butchers, 

16 

885 

55.31 

27 

1125 

41.67 

Cabinetmakers,  - 

26 

1253 

44.89 

60 

2810 

4d83 

Calico  Printers,  - 

2 

86 

43.00 

_ 

. 

. 

Cardmakers, 

5 

224 

44.80 

7 

341 

48.71     ' 

Carpenters, 

243 

11,894 

48.94 

419 

20,724 

49.57 

Carriagemakers, 

13 

537 

41.31 

9 

575 

63.89 

Caulkers  and  Gravers,    - 

12 

775 

64.58 

12 

776 

64.67 

Cigarmakers, 

4 

182 

45.50 

10 

S98 

39.80 

Clockmakers, 

. 

. 

. 

3 

133 

44.33 

Clothiers, 

5 

185 

37.00 

8 

480 

60.00 

Combmakers, 

2 

83 

41.50 

10 

447 

44.70 

Confectioners,    - 

1 

38 

38.00 

3 

104 

34.67 

Coopers, 

43 

2629 

61.14 

83 

4783 

57.63 

Coppersmiths,     - 

«* 

. 

- 

2 

89 

44.50 

Cutlers, 

. 

. 

. 

3 

82 

37.33 

Dentists, 

5 

159 

31.80 

2 

86 

4aoo 

Distillers, 

2 

115 

57.50 

3 

256 

85.33 

Druggists  and  Apoth.,    - 

6 

309 

51.50 

6 

291 

48.50 

Dyers, 

9 

340 

37.78 

9 

360 

40.00 

Engravers, 

. 

«* 

• 

7 

246 

35.14 

Founders, 

4 

220 

55.00 

4 

159 

39.75 

Furnacemen, 

3 

83       27.67 

10 

487 

48.70 

Glass  Blowers,   - 

2 

71  i    35.50 

2 

69 

34.50 

Glass  Cutters,    - 

3 

145  I    48.33 

4 

172 

43.00 

Gunsmiths, 

11 

593       53.91 

5 

223 

44.60 

HamessmakeiB,  -           ^r 

21 

845 

40.24 

» 

1156 

50.96 

Hatters, 

17 

822 

48^ 

39 

1796 

59.93 

Jewellers,          -           -^ 

14 

565 

4036 

99 

9^ 

4»M 
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Tasle  XTIII.     Ogcdfations.     CoRTiiniKO. 


WU.TI    Mq» 

F...  Yl.1, 

^^^^ 

FrnmUi 

l,lM8,uiD«.31,im 

rnm  M*j  1, 1H3,  tg  Apr.  30,1B48. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

WM. 

Au. 

Wl»l. 

Aai. 

ifgntUf,. 

My«v- 

naml«. 

Aa»9u» 

Atctv- 

Leslher  Dressera, 

6 

350 

43.17 

14 

671 

47.93 

Machiniatt, 

58 

2103 

36.2G 

88 

3081 

36.01 

63 

aeae 

43.79 

87 

3646 

41.91 

Mwom, 

57 

3G03 

45.65 

94 

4587 

48.80 

Uechanici, 

65 

2843 

43.73 

79 

3467 

45.15 

Millera, 

0 

496 

55.11 

25 

1586 

63.44 

sa:;  :    : 

6 

315 

53.50 

9 

433 

48.00 

7 

243 

34.71 

14 

520 

37.14 

Operative*. 

41 

1355 

33.05 

60 

1816 

30.27 

Pwntere, 

58 

8431 

41.91 

90 

3829 

43.54 

Papermattera,      - 

11 

545 

49.55 

13 

595 

45.72 

1 

30 

30.00 

1 

24 

24.00 

Porters, 

1 

71 

71.00 

1 

80 

80.00 

Powdennnkere,   ■ 

4 

123 

30.75 

Pump  and  Blockomkera,  - 

"a 

129 

64.50 

8 

535 

06.87 

Printflre, 

33 

784 

35.64 

34 

915 

38.13 

Reedmakors, 

1 

32 

32.00 

Riffgere. 

5 

276 

55.20 

3 

159 

53.00 

16 

905 

56.56 

22 

1127 

51.23 

9 

505 

5C.11 

6 

341 

56.83 

Shipwrighta,        - 

34 

1795 

53.79 

48 

2825 

58JW 

Shoecutlers, 

5 

172 

34.40 

336 

14,551 

44.&4 

^ 

28,961 

43Jn 

3 

83 

41.00 

Stevedore*, 

3 

125 

62.50 

Stonecnttera, 

S& 

1178 

40.(a 

60 

3639 

43.82 

Stove  Dealers,    - 

4 

116 

29.00 

Tailors. 

34 

1408 

43.18 

48 

»77 

47.44 

Tallow  Chandlers, 

1 

44 

44.00 

7 

393 

56.00 

TonDeiB  imd  Currien,     - 

35 

1140 

45.60 

39 

3032 

53J)5 

Tinsmiths, 

10 

346 

34.80 

9 

331 

35.67 

TobaccoDialB,      - 

3 

160 

53.33 

Tninkmakers,     - 

4 

139 

34.75 

1 

64 

64.00 

Weavere, 

14 

577 

41JM 

17 

861 

50.65 

Welldigge™,      - 

1 

56 

56,00 

35 

25.00 

WheelwrightB,   - 

34 

1343 

55.9B 

57 

3433 

42.93 

Whipmalcera,      - 

Wool  Sonera,     - 

3 

ISO 

50.00 

3 

89 

29.67 

3 

133 

41.00 

7 

316 

45.14 

Wood  Turners,  ■ 

1 

69 

69.00 

3 

144 

48.00 

Total, 

1561 

72,339 

45.63 

2678 

134,014 

46,30 

4.  Mbwibast*. 

1 

38 

38.00 

6 

331 

36.83 

Clerki, 

6S 

1890 

35.68 

6B 

aS73 

aoM 

Grocera, 

14 

679 

48.50 

107 

5434 

50.79 

243 

13,437 

51.14 

Pedlets. 

25 

876 

35.04 

Tradera, 

87 

4083 

46.93 

135 

5973 

44'.34 

ToW-, 

387 

13,000 

45JJ0 

453 

30,894 

4ai3 
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Table  XVIII.     Occupations.     Contiiotkd. 


TWIHTT   MOHTHB. 

From  May  1, 1848,  to  Dec.  81, 1848. 


OCCUPATIONS. 


5.  Paupers,     - 

6.  Professional  Men. 

Artists, 

Civil  Engioeera, 

Clergymen, 

Editors, 

Lawyers, 

Musicians, 

Physicians, 

Professora, 

Students, 

Teachers, 

Total, 

7.  Public  Men. 
Bagffage  Masters, 
Bank  Officers,    - 
Brakemen, 
Brokers, 

Chimney  Sweeps, 
Comedians, 
Cooks, 
Drivers, 
Drovers, 

Engineers  and  Firemen, 
Expressmen, 
Fencing  Masters, 
Ferrymen, 
Gentlemen, 
Iimkeepers, 
Judges  and  Justices, 
Lighthouse  Keepers, 
News  Carriers,  - 
Pilots, 

Public  Officers,  - 
Railroad  Ag^  and  Cond., 
Sextons, 

Sherifib  and  Constables,  - 
Soldiers, 
Stablers, 
Teamsters, 
Ticket  Masters,  - 
Victuallers, 
Watchmen, 
Weighers  and  Gangers,  - 


Whola 
number. 


Total, 

8.  SSAMXN, 


58 

10 
1 

37 
4 

19 
4 

45 

16 
14 


150 


1 
3 
4 
2 
1 
2 
1 
5 
1 

10 
1 
1 
1 
29 
34 
3 
1 
1 
4 
6 
5 
2 
4 
5 
12 
34 
1 
5 
9 
1 


189 
225 


Agb. 


Aggregate. 


3831 

439 

23 

2049 

122 
1142 

194 
2599 

370 
501 


7439 


25 
187 
119 
88 
35 
49 
50 

244^ 

35 

338 

46 

28 

58 

1839 

1542 

.  195 

38 

28 

295 

345 

205 

90 

229 

214 

458 

1478 

44 

241 

416 

67 


ATenge* 


9126 
10,505 


66.05 

43.90 
23.00 
55.38 
30.50 
60.10 
48.50 
57.76 

23.12 
35.79 


49.59 


25.00 
62.33 
29.75 
44.00 
35.00 
24.50 
50.00 
48.80 
35.00 
33.80 
46.00 
28.00 
58.00 
6a41 
45.35 
65.00 
38.00 
28.00 
7a75 
57.50 
41.00 
45.00 
57.50 
42^ 
38.37 
43.47 
44.00 
48J20 
46.22 
67.00 


48^ 
46.79 


Fits  Tbab*. 
rrom  May  1,  1848,  to  Apr.  80,  IMA 


Whole 
namber. 


124 

2 
10 
78 

2 
36 

5 
105 

4 
32 
72 


346 


6 
2 


21 
2 


55 
37 


3 
37 


9 
30 

8 


216 


A«l 


8591 

48 

337 

4477 

93 

2003 

193 

5682 

195 

718 


16,439 


63 

164 
106 


69Jffi 

24i)0 

33.70 

5739 

46JS0 

55.61 

38.40 

54.12 

4a75 

22.44 

37^ 


744 

78 


47.51 


31.50 

37.33 
54J00 


35.43 
39.00 


3873 
1891 


207 
2136 


70.42 
51.11 


372 
1184 

397 


e9J00 

57.68 
58.50 


41.33 
39.60 

49.62 


11,451 
34,617 


53.01 
41^1 
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raa 

"" 

Fnm  M.J  1,  ISia,  lo  Apt.  80.1848, 

"""'"■ 

A«J»g»"- 

Aicri4te. 

Aggrtgatc. 

Annr-- 

n.    FBS1AI.SS. 

14 

ja-i 

30.93 

Hfi 

3,855 

44.82 

K 

343 

43.88 

4.'! 

1.304 

28.98 

lloitsekeepera,    - 

84 

4(»5 

55.18 

1147 

59,057 

52.0 : 

Millinere, 

4 

130 

33.50 

17 

35.12 

1 

28 

28.00 

12 

G6» 

55.75 

Operatives, 

35 

959 

27.40 

15:) 

4,285 

2e.ro 

n 

95 

Khoebinders,       - 

7 

337 

48.14 

14 

010 

43.57 

Strawbraidere,    - 

2 

7C 

38.00 

ii; 

585 

3a56 

TailoressM, 

7 

283 

40.4a 

62 

2,552 

41.H> 

Teachew, 

« 

270 

33.75 

39 

1,0U9 

28.02 

Totds, 

173 

7589 

43.87 

JC33 

77,093 

47:23 

RECAPITULATION. 


AffricultHrials,    ■ 

1507 

94,021 

G2.39 

34b7 

323.440 

64.45 

1038 

44,951 

43;JI 

1245 

58,680 

1581 

72,229 

45.03 

afi78 

124,014 

46.30 

287 

13,000 

45.30 

453 

20^94 

46.12 

Pnupere, 

58 

3,831 

6G.0.1 

124 

8,591 

69.28 

150 

7,439 

49.59 

;hh 

16,439 

47.51 

48.28 

21Ii 

1,451 

5:j.01 

225 

10,505 

46.79 

82f> 

34,617 

41.91 

Total, 

5035 

255,103 

50.G7 

9355 

488,126 

52.18 

Femalea, 

173 

7,589 

43.87 

1C33 

77,093 

47.23 
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ANALYTICAL  AND  SUMMARY  OBSERVATIONS. 


The  present  Report  covers  the  twenty  months  commencing 
with  May  1,  1848,  and  terminating  with  December  31,  1849,  and 
embraces  an  analysis  of  thirty-eight  thousand  three  hufidred  and 
thirteen  Births  ;  ten  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-one  Mar- 
riages ;  and  thirty  thousand  five  hundred  and  nineiy-five  Deaths. 

It  will  be  observed,  also,  that  it  embraces  a  very  important  pe- 
riod in  a  sanitary  view.  Daring  the  time,  the  Commonwealth 
has  been  visited  by  that  terrible  malady,  the  Asiatic  Cholera,  and 
also  by  other  severe  epidemics,  whose  fatal  ravages  have  swelled 
the  bills  of  mortality  to  an  unprecedented  degree  in  the  history 
of  our  State  Registration.  Besides  malignant  epidemics,  the  or- 
dinary diseases,  which  in  the  aggregate  so  much  exceed  the  ex- 
traordinary, in  fatality,  have  pressed  with  severe  force  upon  our 
citizens,  of  late.  Pulmonary  consumption  particularly,  whose  ap- 
proach is  so  insidious  as  to  be  scarcely  noticed,  and  whose  selec- 
tion of  its  victims  indicates  a  preference  for  the  fairest  and  most 
delicate  of  our  population,  has  increased  and  maintained  its  rank 
as  the  most  fatal  among  all  the  agents  of  death.  This  disease 
sent  to  the  grave  ten  of  our  citizens  on  each  day  during  the  year 
1849. 

Former  Reports  inform  us  that  the  annual  average  number  of 
deaths,  registered  in  the  State  during  the  last  five  years,  was  9438, 
while  during  the  eight  months  of  1848,  forming  a  period  of  this 
Report,  the  number  was  9735,  and  the  twelve  mpnths  of  1849 
exhibit  the  large  number  of  20,860.  In  this  comparison,  due  con- 
sideration should  be  given  to  the  important  facts,  that  in  1849, 
the  city  of  Boston  was  for  the  first  time  represented  among  the 
places  that  made  returns  to  this  office,  and  that  in  nearly  all  the 
cities  and  towns  in  the  Commonwealth,  an  improvement  in  accu- 
racy and  completeness  of  return  has  been  continually  going  on; 
as  well  as  that  the  last  two  years  have  comprised  a  period  of 
greater  severity  in  sickness  and  death.     Qnr  State  has  also  been 
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vjuite  tapidly  increasing  in  population,  daring  the  past  few  years 
x>{  prosperity,  some  indications  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  ab** 
^tracts  of  births  and  marriages. 

It  may  not  be  improper  io  remark  here,  that  in  th«  performance 
of  the  task  which  this  Report  exhibits,  a  supreme  regard  has  been 
given  to  the  elucidation  of  the  Laws  of  Mortality^  from  the  given 
facts.  The  more  numerous  and  accurate  the  facts,  the  nearer  to 
the  truth  of  the  general  laws  of  mortality  shall  we  approximate 
by  close  investigation.  The  results  in  former  Reports  have  often 
been  referred  to  in  illustrating  various  principlres.  As  the  value 
of  -such  deductions  is  to  be  measured  by  the  correctness  of  the 
data,  we  have  constantly  possessed  a  scrupulous  view  upon  ac^ 
tjuracy. 

The  protracted  labor  which  has  necessarily  arisen  from  the 
heterogeneous  intermingling  of  the  whole  twenty  months,  in 
every  conceivable  combination,  in  the  returns,  has  prevented  the 
elucidation  of  some  interesting  principles  and  facts,  deducible 
from  the  records  of  registration,  inasmuch  as  it  would  prolong 
the  undesirable  delay  already  incurred,  concerning  this  Report. 
It  is  confidently  believed,  however,  that  herein  wiU  be  found  sufr 
cient  ground  covered,  and  with  sufficient  faithfulness,  to  exhibit 
very  reliable  and  highly  important  general  truths;  some  of  the 
more  prominent  of  which  we  propose  to  notice  briefly. 

POPULATION. 

In  all  instances  in  this  Report,  where  reference  is  made  to  the 
population,  the  enumeration  as  given  in  the  United  States'  census 
is  alluded  to,  unless  it  is  specially  stated  otherwise.  The  State 
eensus  is  usually  made  use  of  in  State  papers,  t)ut  as  that  of  the 
United  States  has  been  used  in  the  preceding  Registration  Re- 
ports, and  as  that  ivas  taken  with  more  minuteness  and  probable 
•accuracy,  it  was  deemed  best  to  adopt  it  here.  In  the  tabular 
statement  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  for  Che  period  in  1848, 
will  be  found  the  census  of  1840,  while  that  of  1850  accom- 
panies the  similar  table  for  the  year  184d.  The  population  of 
1850  is  likewise  given  for  the  several  counties  in  the  following 
table,  where  the  American  and  Foreign  are  placed  in  separate  col- 
umns, and  the  proportion  which  exists  between  these  two  classes 
of  inhabitants  is  also  stated  z — 
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The  important  relation  which  obtains  between  several  elements 
of  the  population  and  the  principles  of  public  health  and  general 
prosperity,  in  the  foregoing  table,  will  be  readily  suggested  to 
the  interested  observer  without  comment  here.  We  have  an- 
nexed thereto  several  mortuary  abstracts,  which  present  some 
interesting  features  in  relation  to  different  sections  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  may  be  alluded  to  in  our  remarks  upon  the 
mortality  of  the  State. 

It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  the  foreign  population  among 
us  are  very  unequally  distributed  over  the  Commonwealth.  Mon- 
roe, in  Franklin  County,  is  said  to  be  the  only  incorporated 
town  in  Massachusetts  which  contains  no  foreigners  by  birth  ;  add 
to  this  the  districts  of  Boston  Corner  and  Marshpee,  and  we  have 
three  widely  separated  localities,  with  an  aggregate  of  429  inhab- 
itants, without  a  foreigner.  In  Dukes  County,  with  a  native  pop- 
ulation of  4451,  there  are  but  89,  being  less  than  one  in  fifty  of 
foreign  origin.  In  Barnstable  County  the  proportion  is  about  one 
in  thirty-two ;  in  Franklin,  it  is  one  in  twenty,  while  in  Suffolk, 
nearly  one  half  (45.68  per  cent.)  are  foreigners.  The  city  of 
Boston  presents  a  little  higher  per  cent.  (46.37)  as  will  be  discov- 
ered in  the  following  statement*  from  Dr.  J.  Chickering  : — 

TABLE  B. 


POrULATION  IN  1860. 

Whole 
number. 

NUMBSR. 

PaopoRTioir. 

American. 

Foreign. 

Amer'n. 

Foreign. 

City  of  Boston,             -            *            . 

Contiguous  towns,        -            -            - 

Other  towns  within  ten  miles,  - 

Towns  over  ten  miles,  and  not  exceed- 
ing fifteen  miles,       -            -            - 

Towns  over  fifteen  miles,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  miles. 

Towns  over  twenty  miles,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-five  miles,    - 

Total  of  towns  within  twenty-five  miles 
of  the  city  of  Boston, 

Other  towns  in  the  Commonwealth, 

136,884 
74,820 
6*^,750 

08,728 

52,694 

90,545 

73,418 
51,204 
50,934 

56,935 

45,950 

73,288 

63,466 
23,616 
11,816 

11,793 

6,944 

17,257 

53.63 
68.30 
81.17 

82.84 

86.87 

80.94 

46.37 
31.70 
18.83 

17.16 

13.13 

19.06 

486,621 
508,044 

351,729 
442,040 

134,892 
66,004 

72.28 
87.01 

27.72 
12.99 

Total,           -            .            .            - 

994,6()5 

793,769 

200,896 

79.80 

20.20 

*  For  our  abstracts  of  tlic  census,  which  distinguish  ilie  number  and  proportion  of  American 
and  foreign  population,  we  are  indebted  to  an  elaborate  letter  from  Dr.  Jesse  Chickering^,  of 
Boston,  to  the  City  CounciK— Ci/j/  DocumetU,  No.  42,  18^0. 
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It  is  a  remarkable  fact  and  well  worthy  of  consideration  that 
within  the  five  years  last  past,  according  to  the  City  census  of 
1845,  and  the  State  census  of  May  1,  1850,  the  foreign  portico 
of  the  population  of  Boston  have  increased  70.20  per  cent.,  while 
the  American  portion  during  the  same  period  have  decreased 
2.27  per  cent !  It  is  very  probable  that  a  like  change  has  been 
produced  in  no  other  place  of  importance,  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Of  the  63,466  foreigners  in  Boston,  52,923  are  from  IrelaDd, 
2666  from  Germany,  and  7877  are  from  various  other  countries. 
In  ward  8  (old  division)  we  find  the  largest  number  of  Irish, 
(7964)  the  smallest  number  of  German,  (36)  and  the  smallest 
number  of  colored  population,  (only  2.)  This  section  of  the  city 
contains  the  least  number  of  inhabited  houses,  and  at  the  same 
time,  the  greatest  number  of  persons  to  a  house,  there  being  an 
average  of  21.18  individuals  to  each  house  I  Two  houses  in  this 
ward  contain  19  families  each:  five  houses  wer^  occupied  by 
10  families  each ;  fourteen  houses  by  9  families  each  ;  thirty-two 
by  8,  and  fifty-six  by  7  families  each ! — &c. 

In  the  whole  city,  there  are,  between  the  ages  of  6  and  15, 
12,143  children  of  natives,  and  12,132  children  of  foreign  parent- 
age. Of  the  whole  population,  66,072  are  males,  and  72,716  are 
females. 

The  following  abstract  from  the  fifth,  sixth  and  seventh  na- 
tional censuses  will  show  the  number  and  proportion  of  native 
and  foreign  population  in  Massachusetts,  at  difierent  periods : — 


TABLE  C. 

1830. 

1840. 

1850. 

Namber. 

Percent. 

Nnmber* 

Per  Cent. 

Nombcr.   j   PerOni. 

American, 
Foreign, 

600,788 
9,620 

98.42 

1.58 

702,882 
34,818 

95.28 
4.72 

793,769 ;      79.80 
200,896 1      20J» 

Total, 

610,408 

100. 

737,700 

100. 

994,665      100. 
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BIRTHS. 

Of  the  38,313  recorded  births,  during  the  twenty  months  em- 
braced in  this  Report,  26,773  were  in  the  year  1849.  This  is 
equal  to  one  birth  in  38.6  of  the  whole  population.  Owing  to 
greater  accuracy  in  the  returns  from  some  places  than  from 
others,  or  from  some  other  cause  which  cannot  be  determined  as 
yet  for  the  want  of  sufficient  facts,  we  observe  a  difference  of 
more  than  one  hundred  per  cent,  in  the  ratio  between  the  births 
and  the  population  in  different  counties,  as  is  shown  in  the  sub- 
joined abstract : — 

TABLE  D. 


Counties. 

Bbtlu. 

Population 
to  one  Birth. 

Coontiee. 

Birtiii. 

Popaklkn 
to  one  Birth. 

Barnstable,    - 
Berkshire,     - 
Bristol, 
Dukes, 
Essex, 
Franklin, 
Harapden,     - 
Hampshire,   - 

689 
1157 
2121 

110 
3060 

659 
1359 

786 

51.20 
42.87 
35.93 
41.27 
42.91 
46.84 
37.74 
45.44 

Middlesex,  - 
Nantucket,  - 
Norfolk,      - 
Plymouth,   - 
Suffolk, 
Worcester,  - 

Total,      . 

4150 
101 
2231 
1202 
5153 
2995 

38.89 
83.68 
35.41 
46.34 
28.04 
4a68 

25,773 

38.60 

Nearly  three  fifths  (68.42  per  cent.)  of  the  births  of  1849  were 
stated  to  be  of  American  parentage,  that  is,  had  American  fathers^ 
and  not  far  from  one  fourth  (25.15  per  cent.)  were  of  foreign 
parentage.  One  sixth  (16.43  per  cent.)  had  not  their  parentage 
defined  in  the  returns.  The  returns  for  the  last  eight  months  of 
1848,  leave  more  than  one  half,  instead  of  one  sixth,  of  the 
births,  without  stating  anything  about  their  parentage.  This 
shows  an  improvement  in  the  completeness  of  returns,  which  is 
exhibiting  itself  in  almost  every  particular.  Thus  we  have  the 
sex  stated  in  all  but  171  cases  out  of  25,773  births  of  1849,  and 
in  all  but  196  cases  out  of  20,423  deaths  during  the  same  year. 

Each  annual  return  shows  that  a  majority  of  those  bom  in  the 
State  are  males,  while  a  majority  of  those  who  die  are  females. 
In  1849,  the  proportion  between  the  sexes,  among  the  births,  was 
52.06  per  cent,  males  and  47.94  percent,  females.  Of  the  deaths 
for  the  same  year,  49.53  per  cent,  were  males  and  50.47  per  cent, 
females.     A  greater  difference  obtains  between  the  sexes  among 
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the  births  than  among  the  deaths.  We  here  present  the  number 
and  proportion  of  births  in  the  State,  of  each  sex,  during  each 
month  in  the  year,  for  the  last  five  years,  viz.,  intervening  Janu- 
ary 1,  1846,  and  January  1,  1850  : — 


TABLE  E. 


MonthB. 

"Whole 
number. 

Six. 

Peoportiov. 

Females  is 

Males. 

Females. 

ITnka. 

Males. 

FemAlM.         »*»«- 

Janaary, 

February,    - 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

Aagast, 
September,  - 
October, 
November,  - 
December,  - 

7478 
7533 
8352 
7920 
6804 
6934 
7804 
8267 
8251 
7974 
7446 
7509 

3833 
3817 
4283 
4030 
3552 
3565 
3918 
4225 
4136 
4115 
3899 
3855 

3572 
3640 
3977 
3771 
3194 
3306 
3833 
3992 
4053 
3791 
3499 
3586 

73 
76 
92 
119 
58 
63 
53 
50 
62 
68 
48 
68 

51.76 
51.18 
51.85 
51.66 
52.66 
51.81 
50.22 
51.44 
52.18 
52.06 
52.70 
51.81 

48.24 
48.82 
48.15 
48.34 
47JJ4 
48.19 
49.78 
48.56 
47.82 
47.94 
47.30 
48.19 

9319 
9558 

i      9357 
8i«9 
9301 
9fM0 
9440 
9164 
9208 
8975 
9301 

Total,      - 

92,272  47,228 

44,214 

830 

51.65 

48.35 

93G2 

We  here  also  append  a  like  statement  for  the  same  period,  dis- 
tinguished by  counties  instead  of  months.  A  slight  difference  is 
found  to  exist  in  the  aggregate  of  the  statement  above  and  the 
one  below,  which  arises  from  the  fact,  that  in  the  latter,  Suffolk 
County  has  been  omitted,  except  for  the  year  1849.  Some  also 
had  not  the  month,  when  the  birth  occurred,  defined  in  the  re- 
turns, which  makes  the  difference  less  than  it  otherwise  would  be. 

Below  will  also  be  found  a  division  of  the  State  into  easterly, 
embracing  nine  counties,  and  westerly,  comprising  five  counties ; 
also  a  division  designated  as  "city,"  embracing  the  nine  cities  and 
three  towns  having  over  10,000  inhabitants,  together  with  Chico- 
pee,  which  has  less  tHan  that  number,  and  "country,"  consisting 
of  the  rest  of  the  Commonwealth : — 
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TABLE  P. 


Tl-h=l.                       ^"■ 

PnoP 

.110,. 

FeiDnln  in 

nural*r.^    H[U«.     F(inal«l.l  tink. 

lIUlM. 

Ectnilel. 

'"^^'J" 

Bims  table, 

3,196    1,635 1  1,524 

37 

51.76 

43.24 

9329 

4,254    2,173 1  2,073 

9 

51.19 

48.81 

9535 

Bristol, 

9,(i31  .4,951    4,639 

41 

Sl.rtJ 

48.3? 

9380 

Dukca,        -         - 

ACA       348 ,     209 

7 

54.97 

45.73 

8437 

Easex,         -         -         . 

13,174    6,717    6,345 

112 

51.43 

4a58 

9440 

Franklin,    . 

2,695    1.3951  1,255 

55 

52.46 

47.54 

9061 

HamprJen,  - 

4,9:a    2,534  1  2.3(i3 

36 

51.75 

48.25 

9335 

Hampshire, 

3,40-3    1,750    i,tiaa 

30 

51.90 

48.10 

9269 

Middlesex,          -        . 

17,126 

«,70I    8,394 

131 

51.20 

4a80 

9532 

NuiHucket, 

953 

499  j     451 

2 

52.53 

47.47 

9038 

Norfolk,      -         - 

9,147 

4,684  1  4,410 

53 

51.51 

48.49 

9415 

Plymouth, 

4,946 

2,457 ,  2,344 

147 

51.18 

48.82 

9540 

Suffolk,  in  1849, 

5,153 

2,«30  1  2,514 

9 

51.13 

48,87 

9559 

Worcester, 

13,106 

6,813 1  6,140 

153 

52.60 

47.40 

9013 

Tolai, 

!79,181 

47,177,44,183 

822 

51.67 

48.33 

9354 

Nine  Eastern  Counties 

03,791 

32,522  30,730 

r.39 

51.43 

48.58 

9449 

Five  Western  ConntieB, 

28,390 

14,655 '13,452 

283 

52.14 

47.86 

9179 

City,  1849,         -        . 

10,4ti6 

5,;M4    5,10fi 

16 

51.14 

48.86 

95.55 

Country.  1849,    -       - 

15,307 

7,985  !  7,167 

155 

52.70 

47.30 

8976 

MARRIAGES. 

There  are  6936  marriages  recorded  as  having  been  solemnized 
in  the  Commonwealth  during  the  year  1849,  and  4015  dnring 
the  eight  months  of  1848,  forming  an  aggregate  of  10,961  within 
the  period  covered  by  this  Report.  The  marriages  in  1849  were 
equal  to  one  in  every  143  inhabitants.  In  the  county  of  Hamp- 
den, the  returns  show  one  marriage  to  every  105  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  in  Berkshire  only  one  in  335.  This  latter  cotinly  is 
probably  more  defective  in  marriage  returns  than  any  other  dis- 
trict. There  is  not  to  be  found  on  the  records  from  Berkshire 
County  a  single  instance  where  a  bachelor  married  a  widow. 
The  number  and  proportion  of  marriages  to  the  population  in  the 
different  counties,  during  the  year  1849,  was  as  follows  :— 
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M*KU.0I8. 

c^o. 

Mauucd. 

Nnisb.1. 

BtlDianlD 

Na»b.r.   !b^-.- 

Barnstable,  -        - 

Berkshire,     -        - 

Bristol, 

Dukes,          -        - 

Essex, 

Franklin,       -        - 

Hunpden,     -        - 

Hampshire,  - 

271 
148 
417 

21 
1083 
1C5 

489 
236 

130 
335 
183 
216 
12! 
187 
105 
151 

Middlesex,   - 
Nantucket,  - 
Norfolk,       - 
Plymouth,    - 
Suffolk,        -        - 
Worcester,  - 

1132  1  113 
43  196 
510  1  155 
367     1      153 

1218  119 
837     1      156 

Total,       - 

6036  '    m 

Slalemenls  like  the  above  become  reliable  in  proportion  to  the 
completeness  of  return.  The  returns  of  1849  show  a  larger 
number  of  marriages  than  those  of  former  years,  even  aside  from 
the  addition  which  were  contributed  by  the  cit^  of  Boston,  which 
is  now  for  the  first  time  represented  in  these  abstracts. 

The  number  of  marriages  in  each  month  and  their  proportion 
to  the  whole  number  in  the  year,  will  be  seen  in  the  subjoined 
statement.  As  the  occurrences  of  a  single  year  will  not  fumi^ 
a  general  result  as  correctly  as  those  of  a  longer  period,  we  here 
annex  also  a  statement  which  exhibits  the  number  and  propor- 
tion of  marriages  in  each  month,  as  indicated  by  an  analysis  and 
combination  of  the  32,572,  which  have  been  returned  to  this 
office  within  the  last  six  years,  viz.,  since  January  1,  1844.  Be* 
sides  these,  there  were  257  recorded  in  the  six  yeeirs,  without 
stating  in  what  month  the  marriage  took  place ;  86  of  these  were 
among  the  records  of  1849. 

TABLE  H. 


■2  s    L849 
£-   fiyrs 

cd  424 
3C39I863 

391 
1867 

601 
2883 

57 1;  495 
»51 2469 

452 
1875 

455 
1991 

605'    037,     969  647  6650 
3797  34491  46803096 J2571 

Months - 

J- 

3 

'a. 

a"        =* 

1 

J 

i 

i'i'i 

^1 

i^ 

8.87|  0.19 
S.W  5.72 

5,70 
5.73 

8.7t. 
8.83 

8.33'  7.22!  ass 

y.051 7.75|  5.75 

a64 

6.10 

e.B3    9.301  14.14  0.44  100. 
B.Se  10.58  14  JO,  9.46  100. 

A  remarkable  uniformity  will  be  noticed  to  exist  generally  in 
the  above  table,   between   the  proportions    which    the    serenJ 
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months  furnish  in  the  one  jrear  and  the  six  years.  The  months, 
however,  differ  widely  from  each  other.  November  indicates 
that  more  than  twice  as  many  marriages  have  been  solemnized  in 
that  month  as  have  taken  place  in  either  of  several  other  months* 
February,  March,  July  and  August  do  not  diflfer  much  in  their 
proportion,  and  they  are  found  to  furnish  less  than  any  other 
months  of  the  year. 

Age  presents  also  quite  an  interesting  topic  for  consideration. 
During  the  twenty  months  we  find  marriages  among  persons  of 
all  ages  intervening  13  and  91.  The  youngest  individual  mar- 
ried was  a  female  of  13  years,  several  instances  of  which  oc- 
curred. The  youngest  male  was  16,  who  married  a  female  of 
19 ;  the  youngest  couple  was  a  male  of  17  and  a  female  of  14  ;  a 
male  of  20  and  another  of  25  married  each  a  female  of  13 ;  a 
male  of  19,  one  of  21,  and  another  of  27,  married  each  a  female 
of  14 ;  two  males  of  25  each,  two  of  28  each,  one  of  30,  one  of 
35,  and  another  of  47,  married  each  a  female  of  15  ;  and  a  bach- 
elor of  50  married  a  girl  of  19. 

Although  the  male  was  usually  the  eldest  of  the  allied  couple, 
yet  many  instances  happened  where  the  reverse  obtained ;  thus 
we  find  a  male  under  20  married  a  female  over  40  ;  a  bachelor  of 
24  married  a  widow  of  42  ;  a  bachelor  under  35  married  a  widow 
over  60 ;  and  another  bachelor  under  40  married  a  widow  over 
75.  A  female  of  18  married  the  second  time,  and  one  of  59  mar- 
ried the  fifth  time.  A  male  of  30  married  the  third  time.  One 
of  36  and  another  of  45  married  the  fourth  time  each.  Among 
those  at  later  ages  in  life  we  find  a  male  of  81  married  a  female 
of  69 ;  but  the  oldest  couple  married  were  Mr.  Calvin  Kilborn, 
of  Princeton,  and  Mrs.  Susan  Saunders,  at  the  respective  and  re- 
spectable ages  of  91  and  70.  He  is  a  farmer  in  good  health,  of 
sprightly  habits  and  good  mental  faculties,  still  remembering  the 
scenes  and  "  incidents  of  travel"  which  he  experienced  in  1777, 
when  he  went  as  afifer  at  the  Bennington  Alarm.  It  seems  wor- 
thy of  notice  that  in  this  office,  and  almost  side  by  side,  are  the 
official  records  of  Mr.  Kilborn's  enlistment  in  Capt.  John  White's 
company  which  marched  to  Bennington  in  July,  1777,  and  also 
of  his  marriage  in  November,  1848,  more  than  three  score  and 
ten  years  having  intervened  the  interesting  events.  He  has  always 
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been  able  to  do  the  work  on  his  farm  to  the  present  time,  with 
but  little  assistaace. 

The  following  statement  will  be  found  to  possess  interest  by 
showing  the  number  and  proportion  of  marriages  at  the  different 
ages  of  the  sexes  during  the  last  five  years  and  eight  months,  Tit., 
since  May  1,  1844.  7299  males  and  7463  females,  whose  agei 
were  not  staled,  have  been  omiited  in  the  calculations. 

TABLE  I. 


S.S     Miiles. 
ft'^    .FeraalM, 

Wl 
5871 

10.115 
11^13 

3751    1339 

7a; 

7481*86 

^ 

9S 

172 

~i 

2 

3 

21''    i»« 

-JJ   1  :imi 

Ap«,      ■        ■ 

3 

i 

s 

a  1  S 

2 

2    1   S 

a 

a 

1 

3 

3 

i 

s  ='  ; 

1%  l»„ 

Si40 

AAm 

33.771  10.04 
(5.SB|    5.S2 

iSn  3,08!  -<" 
3.00  1.86  l.OI 

1.33 

.72 

.39 
.16 

."« 

.12' JJ!  100. 

The  above  abstract  indicates,  so  far  as  can  be  illustrated  by  an 
analysis  of  upwards  of  24,000  marriages,  the  ages  of  parties  to 
which  were  slated,  that  the  probabilities  of  marriage  under  the 
age  of  20  years  are  nearly  fifteen  times  as  great  with  females  as 
they  are  wilh  males,  and  that  between  the  ages  of  20  and  25 
they  are  much  nearer  equal,  though  still  somewhat  in  favor  of  the 
female ;  but  after  the  age  of  25,  till  death,  the  probabilities  of 
marriage  are  about  two  to  one  in  favor  of  the  male. 

Again  we  perceive  above,  that  of  all  females  married,  the 
chances  that  this  interesting  event  will  lake  place  prior  to  the 
age  of  20,  are  about  as  one  to  fonr  of  all  the  probabilities  that 
they  will  ever  marry  ;  that  is,  when  a  female  arrives  at  the  ase 
of  20  years  and  is  unmarried,  one  quarter  of  the  probabilities  of 
her  ever  being  married  are  gone.  If  she  passes  to  the  age  of  25 
unmarried,  nearly  three  quarters  of  her  probabilities  ar«  lost  and 
if  she  is  unmarried  at  the  age  of  30,  she  has  passed  nearly  nine 
tenths  of  her  chances  of  ever  becoming  a  wife.  The  case  is 
different  with  males,  more  than  one  half  of  whose  marriages 
occur  Bubsequeui  to  the  age  of  25.  But  the  period  of  life  be- 
tween 20  and  25  appears  the  most  probable  of  ali  the  quioqueit- 
Oial  periods  for  matrimonial  alliances  to  both  Mxes. 
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These  statements  are  derived  from  and  appertain  to  those  only 
in  society,  who  actually  marry ;  a  consideration  of  all  classes, 
including  those  who  live  and  die  in  celibacy,  would  of  course 
effect  some  modifications.  Were  we  to  confine  our  deductions  to 
first  marriages^  (Table  VI,  A,)  the  preponderance  in  favor  of  the 
earlier  ages  would  be  much  greater.  Perhaps  some  allowance 
should  be  made  for  the  proneness  which  some  persons  seem  to 
have,  unawares  probably,  to  state  their  age,  in  such  a  connection, 
full  as  low  as  the  truth  will  justify. 

DEATHS. 

During  the  twenty  months  of  this  Report,  there  have  been  re- 
turned to  the  secretary's  office  the  record  of  30,079  deaths,  besides 
516  still  born.  Of  these,  the  unprecedented  number  of  20,423 
took  place  within  the  twelve  months  of  the  year  1849.  We  learn 
by  the  last  (seventh)  report,  that  from  January  1  to  April  30, 
1848,  there  were  3278  deaths ;  and  we  find  in  the  returns  of  the 
subsequent  eight  months  of  that  year,  that  9656  deaths  occurred 
between  May  1  and  December  31;  making  12,934  during  the 
whole  twelve  months  of  the  year  1848. 

In  1849,  there  were  eight  towns,  viz.,  Barnstable,  Dennis,  Chesh- 
ire, Conway,  Heath,  Hull,  Dana  and  Upton,  also  the  district  of 
Boston  Corner,  which  made  no  return  of  deaths  according  to  the 
law.  These  embrace  an  aggregate  population  of  15,383.  After  de- 
ducting this  from  994,665,  the  total  population  of  the  State,  there 
remains  979,282.  Now  if  we  make  no  allowance  for  the  increase 
of  population  between  1849  and  1850,  the  deaths  in  the  former 
year  amount  to  one  in  47.95,  or  2.086  per  cent,  of  the  living. 

By  reference  to  the  general  statement  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths,  which  will  be  found  occupying  the  earlier  pages  of  this 
Report,  several  items  of  information  will  be  noticed  which  were 
not  introduced  in  former  reports ;  these  pertain  to  sex  and  age 
among  the  deaths.  For  every  city  and  town  represented  in  the 
returns  of  1849,  the  average  age  at  death  has,  for  the  first  time, 
been  carefully  computed  from  the  records,  which  state,  as  far  as  is 
known,  the  years,  months  and  days,  which  each  person  who  dies 
has  lived.  The  inferences  from  the  average  age  at  death,  will  be 
more  particularly  alluded  to  in  a  subsequent  paragraph. 
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Causes  of  Death. — ^In  Table  IX,  pp.  44,  et  seq.  and  Table 
XII,  pp.  54,  etseq.,  will  be  found  an  important  abstract  giving  the 
number  of  each  sex  who  have  died  from  various  causes  in  the 
several  months,  and  at  different  ages,  during  the  period  embraced 
in  this  Report.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  interest  to  know  what 
particular  agents  of  death  press  with  the  greatest  force  upon  our 
community,  as  well  as,  also,  at  what  seasons  of  the  year,  and  upon 
what  ages,  they  are  most  severe.  The  particular  class  of  facts 
bearing  upon  this  point,  are  given,  in  the  returns,  with  more  and 
more  completeness  and  accuracy  every  succeeding  year. 

It  is  the  habit  of  some  diseases,  particularly  those  w^hich  involve 
the  bowels,  to  prevail  more  in  the  summer  than  winter  ;  hence  the 
comparison  of  the  deaths  in  the  eight  months  of  1848  with  those 
of  any  other  whole  year  would  be  unjust.  To  the  former  of 
these  tables,  therefore,  we  have  prefixed  the  number  of  deaths 
from  each  disease,  during  each  of  the  four  earlier  months  of  the 
year,  as  stated  in  the  last  (seventh)  report.  Those  whose  sex  was 
not  stated  have  been  united  with  the  males,  in  corresponding  tables 
of  former  annual  reports,  and  could  not  be  separated  from  them 
in  this  transcription,  as  will  be  noticed. 

In  Tables  XV  and  XVI,  pp.  68  and  74,  the  causes  of  death  have 
been  transposed,  and  in  some  cases  united,  from  the  alphabetical 
arrangement,  to  a  classified  order,  after  the  manner  of  those  ia 
the  reports  of  the  Registrar  General  in  England.  In  these  ta- 
bles, the  number  which  each  county  has  furnished,  from  each  dis- 
ease, is  kept  distinct.  Tiiis  classification  has  been  adopted,  and 
observed  with  more  or  less  correctness,  in  former  reports  frojn  this 
office.  From  these  reports  we  have  united  the  seven  preceding 
years,  in  Table  XVII,  p.  80,  making  some  transpositions  which 
seemed  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  uniformity.  For  in- 
stance, in  the  last  (seventh)  report  there  were  75  cases  returned 
as  ''  canker,"  classed  under  mortification,  while  in  the  next  pre- 
ceding report,  (sixth)  61  cases  of  death  from  the  same  disease, 
"canker,"  were  classed  under  scarlet  fever.  Again,  in  the  fifth, 
sixth  and  seventh  reports  there  were,  respectively,  46,  72  and 
112  cases  of  "brain  fever,"  placed  under  the  head  of  typhus  fever 
in  the  classified  tables,  which  have  been  restored,  in  Table  XVII, 
to  Cephalitis:  also  1117  cases  of  fever,  without  having  the  type 
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specified  in  the  returns,  have  been  taken  from  under  the  head  of 
typhus,  where  they  had  been  classed  in  former  reports,  and  given 
a  position  by  themselves,  in  this  Report,  (p.  80,)  &.c.  &c.  ice. 

The  classification  for  the  year  1849,  has  been  also  subjected  to 
a  division,  (in  Table  XYI,)  under  the  distinctions  of  ciltf  and 
country.  The  former  embraces  the  cities  of  Boston,  Cambridge, 
Charlestown,  Lowell,  Lynn,  New  Bedford,  Roxbury,  Salem 
and  Worcester,  and  the  towns  of  Chicopee,  Fall  River,  Spring- 
field and  Taunton.  The  design  at  first,  was  to  combine  all  large 
places  having  over  10,000  inhabitants.  This  would  include  all 
cities  in  the  State,  as  above,  and  the  towns  of  Fall  River,  Spring- 
field and  Taunton,  which  are  the  only  towns  having  over  10,000. 
The  new  town  of  Chicopee,  which  has  a  population  somewhat  less 
than  that,  was  afterwards  added,  for  the  purpose  of  embracing  in 
this  division  abetter  proportion  of  the  whole  population  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

The  cities,  in  the  following  table,  are  given  in  italics : — 


BIRTIIS. 
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These  nine  cities  and  four  towns  possess  an  aggregate  popula- 
tion of  331,126,  and  the  rest  of  the  State  contains  663,539, 
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being  a  little  more  than  twice  as  much.*  If,  therefore,  the 
mortality  of  the  State  has  been  equally  distributed  over  city 
and  country,  according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  each,  the 
number  of  deaths  in  the  first  column  of  Table  XVI  will  be  a 
little  less  than  half  as  great  as  the  number  in  the  next  columo, 
under  the  head  of  "  country."  The  actual  result,  however,  is  far 
otherwise,  as  will  be  noticed  opposite  most  of  the  diseases.  lo 
the  totals  it  is  nearly  equal,  showing  that  the  mortality  in  the 
densely  populated  city  localities  was,  in  the  aggregate,  nearly 
twice  as  great  as  in  the  more  sparsely  inhabited  country  districts. 
A  reference  to  the  various  diseases,  will  exhibit  what  particular 
causes  of  death  have  visited  the  cities  with  undue  fatality. 

For  each  of  the  three  periods,  viz.,  the  year  1849,  the  eight 
latter  months  of  1848,  and  the  seven  previous  years,  we  have 
also  computed  the  per  cent,  which  the  deaths,  from  each  of  the 
several  named  diseases,  bore  to  the  whole  number  of  deaths  from 
specified  causes  in  their  respective  periods.  Among  the  first  ob- 
jects which  attract  notice  in  this  table,  (XVII,  p.  80,)  we  observe 
the  large  proportional  number  of  deaths  which  have  occurxed 
during  the  later  periods.  If  we  omit  the  returns  from  Boston, 
there  will  remain,  for  the  twenty  months  of  this  Report,  about  40 
per  cent,  as  many  deaths  as  occurred  during  the  seven  previous 
years.  This  is  owing  in  part  to  more  full  returns  of  late,  and  in 
part  to  actual  greater  mortality.  By  reference  to  particular  dis- 
eases or  classes,  we  shall  ascertain  what  particular  causes  hare 
lately  been  so  fatal.  Of  deaths  from  all  specified  causes,  the 
proportion  which  those  within  the  twenty  months  (including 
Boston  for  1849)  bore  to  those  of  the  seven  years  before,  was  as 
49.57  to  100.  Or,  in  other  words,  the  former  was  49.57  per  cent, 
as  much  as  the  latter;  while  of  the  first  class,  (zyniotics.)  tht 
deaths  of  the  twenty  months  was  71.79  per  cent,  as  much  as  those 
of  this  class  during  the  seven  years.  And,  still  further,  we  find 
that,  of  the  dysentery,  nearly  twice  the  number  died  within 
twenty  months  as  during  the  whole  seven  years,  there  having 
been  only  2413  in  the  seven  years  period,  and  4590  in  the  twenty 
months  period.  The  commencement  of  the  epidemic  character 
of  this  disease  appeared  in  the  summer  of  1847,  and  came  in  the 

*  Tb«  MMI  proportion  i§  for  eit^,  33.13  p«r  eant.  j  comirry,  66.87  p«r  cauu 
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last  (seventh)  Registration  Report  for  the  year  ending  with  April 
30,  1848.  During  that  year,  1074  died  of  this  disease ;  the  an- 
nual average  number  during  the  six  previous  years  was  only  223 ; 
the  number  during  the  twenty  months  since,  as  stated  above, 
was  4590.  Making  all  due  allowance  for  the  additions  from 
Boston,  and  the  result  is  still  startling. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — Those  diseases  are  classed  under  this  gen- 
eral head,  which  prevail  (a)  as  Epidemics,  that  is,  become  very 
frequent  at  particular  times,  in  particular  places,  as  cholera,  dys- 
entery, and  several  forms  of  fever;  also,  (b)  Endemics,  or  those 
that  are  peculiar  to  certain  defined  localities,  and  arise  from  some 
hidden  or  obvious  cause ;  and  (c)  Conttigious  diseases,  as  small 
pox,  measles,  &c. 

It  will  be  observed  in  Table  XTII,  that  the  deaths  from 
zymotics,  in  the  seven  years  prior  to  May  1,  1848,  were  only  27 
per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  all  specified  causes  during  that  period ; 
while  in  the  eight  remaining  months  of  1848,  this  class  of  dis- 
eases produced  40  per  cent,  of  the  deaths.  But  as  observed  be- 
fore, several  diseases  are  seldom  severe,  except  during  the  heat  of 
summer,  while  the  results  of  others  are  more  equally  distributed 
over  the  year ;  and  consequently  we  cannot  take  the  per  cent,  of 
any  one  disease  or  class  of  diseases,  during  the  eight  months  pe- 
riod, as  an  index  or  safe  representative  of  what  that  disease  or 
class  was  during  the  whole  twelve  months.  In  1849,  the  per 
cent,  of  deaths  from  this  class  of  diseases  was  38.70.  The  in- 
crease was  confined  principally  to  that  contributed  by  cholerai 
dysentery,  measles  and  scarlet  fever. 

Cholera. — ^AU  deaths  from  cholera  m^orbus  have  been  classed 
under  this  head.  When  cholera  morbus  assumes  a  malignant  and 
epidemic  type,  it  is  termed  cholera,  and  sometimes  Asiatic  cholera. 
Most  of  the  deaths  in  1849,  under  this  head,  were  of  this  latter 
character,  and  were  in  particular  localities ;  about  four  fifths,  or 
80  per  cent,  of  them,  will  be  found  in  the  division  of  cities,  and 
a  very  large  majority  of  these  were  in  Boston  and  Lowell. 

The  cholera  exhibited  a  preference,  also,  for  particular  classes 
of  citizens,  or  those  subjecting  themselves  to  particular  habitudes 
of  life.     Of  the  707  who  are  reported  to  have  had  it  in  Boston,* 

*  Report  on  Cholera.— C%  Document,  iVe.  66, 1849. 
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672  were  foreigners,  460  of  these  being  natives  of  Ireland ;  and 
only  135  were  bom  in  this  country,  42  having  been  born  in 
Boston,  and  42  more  in  other  parts  of  this  State.  395  were  be- 
tween the  ages  of  20  and  46.  Of  the  whole  number  (262)  ot 
patients  in  the  temporary  Cholera  Hospital,  in  Boston,  154  were 
known  lo  be  intemperate,  and  108  supposed  to  be  temperate. 
The  epidemic  seemed  to  present  the  same  characteristics  in  other 
places  in  the  State,  and  in  other  cities  of  the  country.  Over  6 
per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths,  from  stated  causes,  in  1849,  were  from 
this  epidemic  malady,  whereas  former  periods  show  less  than  one 
half  of  one  per  cent. 

Diarrhoea,  which  so  intimately  accompanies  cholera,  was  also 
quite  fatal  in  1849.  It  was  not  so  severe,  however,  in  this  State, 
in  proportion  to  the  cholera,  as  it  appears  to  have  been  among 
some  of  our  transatlantic  neighbors.  "  From  the  Registrar  Gener- 
al's Return,  we  learn  that  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  England 
and  Wales,  in  the  year  1849,  was,  from  cholera  53,293,  from 
diarrhoea  18,887."*  In  Massachusetts,  the  total  number,  in  1849, 
was  from  cholera  1188,  (944  of  these  were  in  the  division  of 
cities,)  and  from  diarrhcea  209,  (168  of  which  were  in  cities.) 

Dysentery  has  prevailed  in  an  epidemic  form,  preceding  the 
cholera,  and  produced  a  heavy  mortality  within  the  last  three 
years,  as  has  been  already  observed.  In  its  late  visitations  it  dif- 
fers as  much,  or  more,  from  the  ordinary  type  of  that  disease,  as 
cholera  differs  from  cholera  morbus,  or  as  typhus  does  from  the 
plague  of  former  times  in  older  countries.  T^ie  years  1848  and 
1849  were  particularly  noted  by  the  terrible  mortality  from  this 
destroyer.  For  six  years  previous  to  1847,  the  annual  average  of 
deaths  from  dysentery  was  only  236,  but  in  1847  it  rose  to  1074, 
and  during  the  succeeding  twenty  months,  which  are  embraced 
in  this  Report,  it  numbered  4590,  of  which  2455  were  in  1849. 
By  far  the  most  fatal  year  was  1848,  immediately  preceding  the 
visit  of  the  cholera.  In  the  latter  eight  months  of  that  year, 
2135,  or  nearly  a  fourth  part  (23.53  percent.)  of  M  deaths  in  the 
State,  occurred  from  it,  besides  those  in  the  city  of  Boston.  In 
1847  and  1848,  this  epidemic  was  principally  confined  to  cities  in 

•  Report  of  the  General  Board  of  Health  on  the  Epidemie  Cbdeni  of  1848  and  1849  pre- 
sented to  both  Houiet  of  ParliaineiU  by  connMid  of  Her  U^my. 
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the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  but  in  1849  it  appears  to  have 
chosen  more  rural  localities,  67.53  per  cent,  being  in  the  country 
districts,  and  only  32.47  per  cent,  in  cities. 

Typhus  fever  has  apparently  somewhat  diminished.  This  is 
owing  in  part  to  the  fact,  that  several  other  diseases  have  for- 
merly been  classed  under  this  head.  We  have  eliminated  some 
of  them,  but  could  not  all,  from  the  preceding  reports. 

Measles  prevailed  in  the  spring  of  1849  more  extensively  than 
at  any  other  time  since  the  Registration  Act  went  into  force,  in 
1842.  It  was  mostly  confined  to  Suffolk  County,  which  had  not 
previously  made  full  returns. 

Scarlet  fever  produced  about  one  half  as  many  deaths  during 
the  twenty  months,  as  during  the  seven  years  previous,  as  indi- 
cated by  the  former  reports.  We  find,  however,  that  some  of  this 
disease  have  hitherto  been  ranked  with  other  causes  of  death. 
Of  the  1143  deaths  from  it  in  1849,  more  than  one  half  (632) 
were  in  the  cities. 

Small  pox  also  appears  to  be  on  the  increase.  It  caused  114 
deaths,  or  .69  per  cent.,  in  the  year  1849,  and  only  106,  or  .19  per 
cent,  during  the  whole  of  the  seven  years  previous  to  1848. 

Sporadic  Diseases. — All  diseases  not  zymotic,  that  is,  not  epi- 
demic, endemic  or  contagious,  are  termed,  for  the  sake  of  distinc- 
tion, Sporadics,  and  are  divided  into  several  classes,  according  to 
the  parts  of  the  system  they  usually  attack.  First  we  have  those  of 
Uncertain  Seat,  or  those  which  occur  sometimes  in  one  portion 
of  the  body  and  sometimes  in  another,  or  affect  the  general  system. 
This  class  causes  about  one  tenth  of  the  deaths,  and  in  1849  quite 
a  major  part  of  them  were  in  cities ;  this  is  especially  true  of 
infantile  diseases,  which  were  more  fatal  than  any  others  of  this 
class.  Mortification  has  apparently  decreased,  for  reasons  noted 
above,  in  connection  with  typhus  and  scarlatina. 

Diseases  affecting  the  Nervous  Organs,  produce  about  one 
death  in  every  twelve.  These  are  mostly  from  inflammation  of 
the  brain,  convulsions  and  hydroceplialns,  or  "  water  on  the  brain." 
The  two  last  named  diseases  are  scrofulous,  and  principally  con- 
fined to  those  in  early  life.  The  cities  always  furnish  an  undue 
proportion  of  them.  Many  diseases  of  this  family,  or  class,  seem 
to  be  as  severe  on  country  as  on  city  life. 
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The  Respirative  Organs  are  subject  to  a  class  of  diseases, 
which  furnish  the  records  of  mortality  with  nearly  one  fourth  of 
their  number,  and  far  more  than  any  other  class,  except  the  epi- 
demic group.  Pulmonary  consumption  and  pneumonia,  or  in- 
flamation  of  the  lungs,  contribute  nearly  all  of  this  class.  Of  all 
the  agents  of  death,  which  afflict  our  race  by  their  mortal  visita- 
tions, consumption  secures  the  greatest  number  of  victims  in  this 

climate. 

Of  the  102,596  cases  of  death  recorded  in  this  State  (including 
the  city  of  Boston)  within  the  last  nine  years,  and  whose  diseases 
were  specified,  (besides  those  who  died  by  violence,)  22,342  are 
stated  to  have  been  from  consumption  of  the  lungs !  that  is,  a 
little  more  than  one  out  of  every  five  deaths,  (21.78  per  cent) 
This  may  be  confidently  stated  as  very  near  the  general  law,  or 
degree  of  relationship,  which  this  formidable  terminator  of  human 
life  bears  to  the  aggregate  of  all  other  diseases  in  this  Conmion- 
wealth.  Besides  these  from  consumption,  4.88  per  cent,  of  all 
deaths,  of  known  diseases,  were  from  inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
making  26.66  per  cent.,  or  somewhat  more  than  one  quarter  of 
the  mortality  from  these  two  common  diseases  of  the  lungs  alone! 

Diseases  of  the  heart  have  increased,  causing  379  deaths  in 
1849,  which  would  show  a  very  high  comparative  per  cent,  were 
it  not  for  the  unprecedented  number  from  dysentery  and  some 
other  causes. 

Those  classified  under  Digestive  Organs  have  also  constantly 
increased  of  late.  The  year  1849  shows  three  times  the  annual 
average  of  deaths,  from  this  class,  when  compared  with  the  seven 
years  period.  Teething,  and  those  returned  as  having  died  of 
inflammation  of  the  bowels  and  disease  of  the  bowels^  furnish  by 
far,  the  largest  part  of  deaths  from  this  class.  The  diseases  above 
named,  like  others  which  are  particularly  severe  among  children, 
are  found  to  have  been  the  most  fatal  in  the  cities. 

The  next  four  classes  are  comparatively  small,  and  cause  but  a 
limited  number  of  deaths.  Childbirth  exhibits  the  larger  part  of 
the  deaths  from  all  these  classes  combined,  and  a  large  majority 
of  the  deaths  from  this  cause  were  in  the  cities,  being  to  the  rest 
of  the  State,  in  1849,  as  133  to  79.    Of  these,  66  were  in  Boston. 

Peaths  by  Violence,  in  various  forms,  were  nearly  doable  their 
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average  during  the  twenty  months.  Accidents  were  unusually 
frequent,  and  were  the  most  so  in  1848,  (aside  from  those  returned 
from  Boston  in  1849.)  But  the  greatest  increase  is  exhibited  in 
the  number  who  are  recorded  as  having  had  their  existence  cut 
short  by  heat.  In  1849,  one  life  was  legally  terminated  by  the 
executioner^  which  was  the  first  in  the  history  of  our  State  regis- 
tration, and  TEN  persons  were  murdered^  which  is  just  half  as 
many  as  returned  during  the  whole  eight  years  previous. 

A  terrible  and  fatal  case  of  hydrophobia  occurred  in  Lowell,  in 
the  early  autumn  of  1848,  which  was  the  first  ever  returned,  and 
three  are  reported  to  have  taken  place  in  the  State  in  1849.  Sui- 
cides have  averaged  a  little  over  five  a  month,  during  the  period 
of  this  Report,  and  33  a-year  in  the  former  period. 

Sex  suggests  an  interesting  item  for  consideration.  It  has  been 
observed  (p.  95)  that  among  the  births,  we  find  a  majority  are 
males.  We  here  notice  that  a  majority  among  the  deaths  are 
females.  This  is  true  in  reference  to  the  mortality  of  the  whole 
State.  In  the  country  districts  alone,  however,  the  preponderance 
of  female  mortality  is  so  much  greater  than  it  is  in  the  whole 
State,  that  it  casts  the  balance  on  the  other  side  in  the  cities. 
If  we  knew  the  per  cent,  which  the  number  among  the  living  of 
each  sex,  bears  to  the  other  in  the  cities  and  in  the  country,  this 
might  perhaps  be  accounted  for  in  part  or  whole.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  female  sex  predominates  in  the  State,  and  to  a 
greater  degree  in  the  country  than  in  the  city.  This  is  to  be 
inferred  from  the  fact,  that  although,  in  1849,  among  the  births, 
52.06  per  cent,  were  males  and  47.94  per  cent,  females  in  the 
State,  among  the  deaths  under  five  years  of  age,  53.82  per  cent, 
were  males,  and  46.18  per  cent,  only  were  females  ;  and  that  more 
males  than  females  resort  from  the  country  to  the  city  residence, 
while  the  proportion  of  the  sexes  between  those  who  leave  the 
State  and  those  who  enter  it,  is  probably  such  as  to  afford  no  great 
effect  in  this  particular. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  proportion  existing 
between  the  sexes  in  several  particulars,  for  the  year  1849 : — 
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This  abstract  shows  that  the  great  excess  of  male  mortality 
occurs  in  the  earlier  ages.  Had  we  taken  those  vrho  died  under 
one  year  old,  the  excess  would  have  been  still  greater.  The  dis- 
parity will  be  seen  as  follows : — 
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There  are  various  causes  of  death  which  press  -with  unequal 
force  upon  the  sexes.  Those  which  seem  to  be  the  severest 
upon  the  malej  are  diseases  of  brain,  except  insanity,  diseases  of 
the  lungs,  except  consumption,  diseases  of  the  heart,  liver, 
most  forms  of  fever,  and  the  various  causes  of  death  by  violence* 
The  mortuary  tables  of  the  last  and  former  years  also  indicate 
quite  clearly  that  those  diseases  which  are  more  or  less  peculiar 
to  the  young,  such  as  cholera  infantum,  croup,  hydrocephalus 
or  water  on  the  brain,  infantile  diseases,  and  ulceration  or  can- 
ker, select  a  major  part  of  their  victims  from  among  the  male  pop- 
ulation. The  majority  of  deaths  from  cholera  were  males  while 
those  from  dysentery  and  typhus  were  nearly  equal  as  to  sexes. 

*  Ezeatf  of  females. 
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The  diseases  which  prove  most  fatal  among  fenudes  are  anae- 
mia or  consumption  of  the  blood,  cancerous  affections,  consump- 
tion, dropsy,  measles  and  old  age.  Death  produced  by  causes 
connected  with  parturition,  of  course  are  confined  to  the  female 
sex.  Diseases  affecting  the  urinary  organs  are  most  frequent 
among  males,  while  those  affecting  the  organs  of  generation 
prevail  most  among  the  female  sex. 

A  very  great  difference  in  the  sexes  is  found  in  the  deaths  from 
consumption.  In  the  last  five  years  and  eight  months  there  were 
recorded  14,209  deaths  from  this  disease,  whose  sex  was  stated. 
Of  these,  8453,  or  69.49  per  cent.,  were  females,  and  only  5756, 
being  40.51  per  cent.,  were  males.  The  excess  of  the  former  is 
18.98  per  cent.  But,  notwithstanding  this  great  excess  of  female 
mortality  from  this  disease,  in  the  aggregate,  latterly  a  majority 
of  that  portion  of  deaths  from  it  who  were  under  five  years  of 
age  were  males. 

Senility,  or  old  age^  seems  to  have  found  a  largei  number  of 
females  than  males. 

The  Seasons,  also,  exhibit  an  unequal  distribution  oi  mortali- 
ty— an  undue  proportion  of  the  deaths  occurring  in  the  summer 
months.  The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  each 
sex  that  have  died  during  the  summer  months  of  1849,  in  the 
State,  and  in  the  two  divisions  of  "  City"  and  "  Country,"  togeth- 
er with  the  proportion  which  each  division  bore  to  the  other,  and 
the  per  cent,  which  each  month  sustained  to  the  whole  year,  not 
only  in  each  of  the  divisions,  but  also  in  the  whole  State : — 
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The  foregoing  table  shows  most  plainly  that  the  summer 
months  are  by  far  the  most  fatal  in  either  of  the  divisions,  and  in 
the  whole  State.  In  the  latter,  August  and  September  present  an 
aggregate  of  30.70  per  cent.,  which  is  more  than  double  the 
amount  shown  by  any  other  two  contiguous  months,  and  nearly 
double  the  amount  of  any  two  selected  months.  The  two 
months  above  named  show  a  difference  from  each  other  of  only 
the  half  of  one  per  cent,  in  the  State  ;  but  in  the  divisions  of 
city  and  country  it  is  much  greater,  and  stands  against  August  in 
the  former,  and  against  September  in  the  latter.  In  some  of  these 
cities,  isolated,  it  is  still  greater  ;  being  in  the  city  of  Boston,  for 
instance,  19.94  per  cent,  in  August,  and  only  10.88  per  cent, 
in  September.  Previous  to  1840,  September  was  the  most  fatal 
month  in  the  mortality  of  Boston,  and  prior  to  1820  it  was  in 
October  that  the  most  deaths  occurred.  This  change  has  taken 
place  gradative,  as  Boston  has  become  more  densely  populated, 
and  more  insalubrious  to  its  residents,  particularly  the  younger 
portion  of  them.  In  the  country  districts,  the  abstracts  show  us 
that  September  is  at  this  time  the  most  fatal  of  either  of  the 
twelve  months.  Had  time  permitted  us  to  have  made  the  requi- 
site abstracts  from  the  records,  it  would  most  probably  have  been 
demonstrated  to  us  that  the  excessive  mortality  of  summer  in 
cities,  especially,  was,  to  a  very  unproportional  degree,  sustained 
by  children.  Of  all  who  died  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  months 
of  August  and  September,  1849,  omitting  the  deaths  from  chol- 
era, which  mostly  prevailed  among  adults,  we  find  that  56.24  per 
cent,  were  under  five  years  of  age. 

Among  the  diseases  which  seem  to  prefer  particular  seasons  of 
the  year,  we  observe  generally  that  zymotics  and  those  which 
are  severe  upon  tender  life,  mostly  select  the  hot  weather  of  ad- 
vanced summer.  Dysentery  in  its  epidemic  type,  as  it  has  pre- 
vailed of  late,  seems  particularly  to  be  almost  confined  to  a  short 
period,  while  the  arch  disease,  consumption,  runs  through  all 
seasons  with  nearly  equal  results.  We  subjoin  the  mortality  from 
these  two  diseases  in  the  State,  during  the  different  mouths  of 
the  year  1849: — 
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With  the  exception  of  mdJcating  a  little  larger  praportion  of 
consiimptives  in  Septembec,  the  above  gives  a  very  eorreet  index 
oflhe  [wopoTtioiial  distribution  of  those  two  diseases  during  the 
last  fire  years,  as  we  learn  from  mathematical  deoaonatnition. 
The  following  abstract  of  deaths  from  dysentery,  corrobomles 
the  above  remarkable  results : — 
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The  Aqbs  are  given  in  the  foUoving  table,  accompanied  by 
computations  similar  to  those  for  the  months,  (Table  M,  page 
112,)  which  show  the  relative  degree  that  classes  of  the  comma- 
nitjr  in  the  different  periods  of  life  suSered  by  death  ^jj  the  year 
1849:— 
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We  have  had  occasion  before  to  allude  to  the  facty  that  death 
presses  heavily  upon  those  in  early  life.  In  the  most  unmistaka- 
ble language,  the  above  table  demonstrates  this  truth,  and  imparts 
definiteness  to  it.  But,  as  before  intimated,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  relative  probabilities  of  living,  or  the  "expectation  of  life"  at 
any  given  period,  we  must  not  only  know  the  number  of  deaths, 
but  also  the  number  of  the  living  at  the  different  periods.  Of 
this,  however,  we  cannot  at  present  inform  ourselves.  It  is  a 
point  of  much  interest,  and  received  attention  a  few  years  ago, 
so  far  as  Lowell  is  concerned,  with  the  following  results  in  that 
city,  from  1841  to  1845: — The  probabilities  of  surviving  the 
present  period  of  life  were  the  greatest  between  the  ages  of  twen- 
ty and  thirty ;  the  next  greatest  between  ten  and  twenty ;  they 
then  followed  between  thirty  and  forty ;  forty  and  fifty ;  fifty  and 
sixty ;  under  ten ;  and  the  least  over  sixty.  In  Boston,  during 
the  same  period,  the  results  were  similar,  commencing  however 
one  decade  earlier  in  life.  There  exists  also  a  very  wide  differ- 
ence in  the  relative  chances  of  life  at  the  several  periods.  In  the 
former  city,  for  instance,  the  statistics  showed  that  the  expecta- 
tion of  life  between  the  ages  .of  ten  and  thirty  was  seven  times 
greater  than  it  was  with  those  under  ten  years  old.  It  varies  also 
at  different  seasons  of  the  year ;  thus  it  will  be  noticed  (Table 
M,  page  112,)  that  of  all  ages^and  throughout  the  Commonwealth, 
the  chances  of  living,  through  the  months  of  August  and  Septem- 
ber, 1849,  were  reduced  to  one  half  of  what  they  were  during  any 
month  of  that  year ;  and  facts  show  us  that  this  reduction  fell 
principally  on  the  young,  among  whom  it  was  probably  mani- 
fold greater  than  among  those  in  early  maturity.  It  was  greater 
moreover  in  the  cities  than  in  the  rural  districts,  as  is  evident 
from  the  preceding  tables,  (M  and  O.) 

In  the  last  table  we  observe  that,  while  49.81  per  cent,  of  all 
those  who  died  in  the  cities  were  under  ten  years  of  age,  only 
41.11  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  in  the  country  were  from  those  un- 
der ten.  In  the  whole  State  the  per  cent,  under  the  same  age  was 
45.11.  This  is  a  high  rate  to  be  sustained  by  persons  who  have 
not  attained  the  termination  of  the  tenth  year  of  existence  and 
so  far  as  we  have  statistics,  speaks  much  more  unfavorably  for 
the  cities  than  the  rest  of  the  State.     The  proportion  existing  be- 
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tween  the  mortality  of  the  cities  and  country  does  not  assimilate 
itself  to  that  which  obtains  between  the  inhabitants  of  these  two 
dirisions  in  any  period  of  life  under  the  age  of  sixty  years.  At 
previous  years  it  is  against  the  division  of  cities,  and  generally  the 
most  so  in  those  ages  which  in  the  State  bear  the  higher  per  cent, 
of  mortality.  In  this  connexion  however  due  consideration  should 
be  given  the  fact  of  a  probably  more  full  return  from  the  organ- 
ized cities,  as  well  as  also  to  an  undoubted  difference  which  ex- 
ists in  the  proportion  which  the  living  at  different  t^es  bear  to 
the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  two  divisions.  Still, 
however,  there  is  au  accumulation  of  evidence  that  densely  in- 
habited localities  bear  an  unnecessary  excess  of  mortality,  and 
especially  among  the  young.  It  is  also  evident  that  throughout 
the  State  the  excess  of  early  deaths  is  greater  than  would  exist 
under  proper  sanitary  regulations  which  might  be  pointed  out. 
The  two  most  fatal  diseases,  consumption  and  dysentery,  which 
furnished  more  than  four-tenths  of  the  mortality  of  1848,  and 
more  than  three-tenths  of  that  of  1849,  were  in  the  latter  year 
distributed  through  different  periods  of  life,  as  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table : — 
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The  foregoing  abstract  exhibits  the  remarkable  fact  that  nearly 
fifty-seven,  in  every  hundred  deaths  from  dysentery,  were  of  per- 
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sons  who  had  not  lived  five  years;   and 
shows  it  probable  that  sevonly  per  cent,  of 
and  September.     It   will  also  be  seen  tha 
are  most  subject  to  cousumption. 

In  the  abstracts  of  deaths  in  1849,  (pages 
the  average  age  of  all  who  died  in  each  to 
by  adding  the  age,  in  years,  monlbs  and  da 
each  town,  and  dividing  it  by  the  number 
thus  united.  This  item  of  itself,  without 
age  of  the  living,  is  a  very  fallacious  test  ol 
in  any  place,  or  the  comparative  value  in  di 
is  continued  a  few  years,  till  the  abstracts  < 
lished,  some  most  interesting  and  importai 
obtained. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

Table  XVIII  (page  86)  is  intended  to  il 
of  different  vocations  on  health  and  lon{ 
from  the  different  classes  of  persons  is  so 
however,  that  it  would  be  unsafe  to  take  t1 
as  the  representative  number  expressing  the 
observations  upon  the  various  points  shall  I 
tensive,  important  results  may  be  deduced  i 
of  life  under  different  occupational  circumst 

There  are  a  few  of  the  more  common 
include  a  sufficient  number  in  the  table 
which  closely  approximate  the  truth.  Thu 
farmers,  we  find  nearly  five  thousand  (4974 
of  63.83  years.  Of  ordinary  laborers  then 
whom  were  probably  foreigners,  with  lea 
than  the  home  of  the  planter.  With  thf 
average  age  to  be  only  45.39,  being  18.4 
average  life  of  the  husbandman.  A  similai 
also,  in  examining  the  number  of  each  oi 
were  furnished  by  the  separate  years. 

Again,  let  us  compare  the  two  trades,  oa 
confined  by  their  labors  to  one  place,  or 
and  the  shoemaker,  who  is  subject,  under  p< 
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most  workshops,  to  serious  influences,  tending  to  deteriorate 
health  and  abridge  life.  The  662  carpenters  lived  an  average 
age  of  49.28  years,  while  the  1011  shoemakers  enjoyed  an  aver- 
age life  of  only  43.04  years,  being  6.24  years  less  than  their  more 
fortunate  brethren  just  alluded  to,  and  20.79  years  less  than  the 
highly  favored  farmer.  This  difference,  though  quite  sufficiently 
important  to  arrest  attention,  receives  additional  claims  to  notice, 
when  we  consider  that  the  race  which  finds  a  goal  at  such  une- 
qual distances,  does  not  commence  prior  to  the  21st  year  of  life. 
Taking  the  extreme  cases,  we  find  the  farmer  and  the  shoemaker, 
at  the  age  of  20,  with  a  prospect  of  living  43.83  years  extended 
to  the  former,  while  that  of  the  latter  is  curtailed  to  only  23.04 
years,  showing  a  difference  of  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent.  Lay- 
ing aside  all  considerations  more  elevated  than  those  of  merely  a 
pecuniary  element,  and  we  find  the  farmer  paying  the  same  pre- 
mium for  life  or  health  assurance  as  those  of  other  callings  in  life, 
although  the  latter  may  have  no  chance  of  living  much  more 
than  one  half  as  long  as  the  former.  But  there  are  other  and 
far  higher  considerations,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  commend 
themselves  to  the  interested. 

LAWS  OP  MORTALITY. 

It  has  been  the  aim  in  the  preceding  pages  to  confine  the 
remarks  to  the  legitimate  purpose  of  setting  forth  briefly,  and 
without  speculative  comment,  the  abstracted  truths  which  were 
found  concealed  in  the  returns.  On  a  revision  for  generalization, 
several  principles  become  apparent,  which  deserve  collecting  into 
a  more  definite  statement.  It  is  not  deemed  within  the  province 
of  this  Report,  even  here,  to  go  into  detail  upon  the  points  which 
the  important  suggestions  invite. 

Among  the  cardinal  facts  we  notice. 

First, — That,  after  making  due  allowance  for  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, the  mortality  of  1848  and  1849  appears  to  be  nearly  equal  in 
the  proportion  it  sustained  to  the  living.  It  appears  evident  that 
it  was  much  over  two  per  cent  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 
In  1849  it  was  2.053,  or  one  death  in  48.70,  (Table  A,  page  92,) 
to  the  population  of  1850.  Making  deductions  however  for  those 
towns  which  gave  no  returns,   and   it   was  somewhat  higher. 


120  EIGHTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 

(2.086  per  cent.,  or  one  in  47.95.)  From  an  accumulation  of 
facts,  it  is  evident  that  it  might  be  reduced  and  kept  as  low  as 
1.50,  or  at  least  1.75  per  cent.  Had  the  mortality  been  as  low  as 
1.666  per  cent.,  or  one  death  in  60  of  the  living,  it  would  have 
saved  more  than  4000,  or  one-fifth  of  the  deaths  in  each  of  the 
years  of  1848  and  1849.  These  ten  deaths  a-day  through  the 
whole  period,  may  therefore  be  set  down  upon  this  estimation  as 
having  occurred  unnecessarily.  The  inevitable  conclusion  from 
this  is,  that  much  might  be  done,  by  instituting  proper  sanitary 
improvements  J  for  the  preservation  and  general  welfare  j  physical* 
ly,  socially,  morally  and  pecuniarily,  of  our  citizens. 

Secondly, — It  is  observable  moreover  that  some  localities  were 
much  higher  than  the  general  average.  In  the  nine  Eastern 
Counties,  for  instance,  it  was  2.131  per  cent.,  or  one  death  in 
46.92  of  the  inhabitants ;  while  in  the  five  Western  Counties,  it 
was  only  1.87  per  cent.,  or  one  in  53.47.  In  Suffolk  County  the 
rate  of  mortality  was  the  highest,  being  3.645  per  cent.,  or  one  in 
27.44  of  the  living  ;  and  generally  it  was  high  in  proportion  to 
the  density  of  the  population,  if  we  except  some  of  the  secondary 
cities,  which  had  been  taught  by  previous  epidemics  to  use  pre- 
ventive measures.  In  the  division  of  cities,  as  noticed  in  the  pre- 
ceding pages,  it  was  2.833  per  cent.,  or  one  in  35.30,  while  the 
rest  of  the  State,  under  the  head  of  Country,  even  after  making 
the  necessary  allowance  for  those  towns  which  made  no  returns, 
it  was  only  1.704  per  cent.,  or  one  in  58.69,  being,  as  will  be 
seen,  nearly  as  favorable  as  the  rate  to  which  we  estimated  that 
the  mortality  of  the  whole  State  might  be  reduced.  This  teaches 
us  where  attention  to  sanitary  improvement  is  most  needed — nay, 
demanded,  and  where  it  would  be  rewarded  by  the  most  benefi- 
cial results.* 

*  It  is  not  our  design  to  descend  to  particulars  too  minute.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place,  ho%' 
ever,  to  saj-  that  Boston,  in  1849,  showed  one  death  to  26.99  of  the  population,  or  3.704  per  cent ; 
and  in  Lowell  the  rate  was  one  in  36.97,  or  2.705  per  cent.  Some  sections  of  these  cities  are 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  more  unfavorable  than  other  sections.  It  may  not  be  im- 
proper here,  aNo,  to  add  a  few  of  the  many  similar  items  which  might  be  inserted. 

Of  Lowell,  says  Rev.  Mr.  Wood,  the  philanthropic  and  humane  minister  at  large  of  that  city. 
"  There  is  one  infraction  of  the  laws  of  life  and  health  among  the  poor,  which.  I  think,  should  be 
brought  more  prominently  before  the  public.  This  is  in  connection  with  iheir  habiutioot.  Tbeb 
rooms  are  generally  not  ventilated  at  all.  From  six  to  ten  penona  frequently  sleep  in  a  fiagfa 
room,  and  sometimet  in  one  bed.  .  .  .  Cdlan  are  occupied  in  rtry  damp  localioiit,  when  water 
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Thirdly, — It  seems  manifest  that  the  excess  of  mortality  above 
a  medium  rate  is  due  to  the  prevalence  of  epidemics,  and  diseases 
peculiar  to  the  young.  Where  certain  insalubrious  influences  are 
permitted  to  exist,  there  is  generated  what  an  eminent  sanitarian* 
terms  a  <<  typhoid  atmosphere,"  but  which,  we  think,  would  bear 
the  modification  as  expressed  by  epidemic  or  zymotic  condition  of 
the  atmosphere.  Of  all  diseases,  epidemics  seem  to  inflict  upon 
the  community  the  greatest  degree  of  terror,  devastation,  and 
death,  while  at  the  same  time  they  are  the  most  easily  avoided,, 
and  their  unwelcome  visitations  prevented  by  the  observance  of 
obvious  sanitary  regulations.  This  clasip  of  the  agents  of  death 
appear  to  possess  the  province  of  a  general  valuation  committee, 
and  pronounce,  quite  distinctly,  the  laws  relative  to  the  expectation 
or  value  of  human  life,  in  both  rural  and  urban  districts,  and  even 
in  circumscribed  parts  of  cities ;  and,  with  great  impartiality,  they 
doom  each  particular  location  by  a  most  equitable  standard,  ac- 
cording to  a  compliance  with,  or  disobedience  of,  the  principles  of 
health.  This  indicates  in  some  measure  what  particular  sources 
of  mortality  should  receive  special  attention,  in  efiecting  improve- 
ments in  sanitation. 

Fourthly, — ^It  has  been  shown,  (p.  113,  &c.)  that  the  latter 

fireqnently  stands  is  drops  on  the  walls,  and  in  wet  times  can  be  wrong  from  the  sheets  of  the 
bed.  Two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  probably,  would  not  deposit  their  vegetables 
where  not  a  few  families  reside.  I  know  of  one  case,  where,  in  two  connected  rooms  in  a  cel- 
lar—and lighted  by  only  three  small  panes  of  green  glass  covered  with  cobwebs,  and  where,  od 
entering,  I  stumbled  over  the  beds,  because  I  could  not  see  them— four  families,  amounting  to 
twenty-two  souls,  were  living!''  A  late  dispensary  physician  of  the  same  city,  writes :  "  Very 
few  are  aware  of  the  hundreds  of  places  now  inhabited  by  a  horde  in  a  horrid  condition.  One 
week  ago  I  entered  a  bouse  in  a  central  location,  and  found  it  occupied  by  one  store  and  twen- 
ty-five different  families,  embracing  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons,  more  than  half  of 
whom  were  adults !  In  one  of  the  rooms,  which  was  inhabited  by  two  families,  I  found  one  of 
the  families  to  consist  of  a  man,  his  wife,  and  eight  children,  (four  of  whom  were  over  fiAeen 
years  of  age,)  and  four  adult  boarders  !'' 

Of  Boston,  Dr.  Buckingham,  late  dispensary  physician,  writes  :  "  I  have  seen  the  tide  pouring 
into  a  back  yard,  from  all  four  sides,  to  the  depth  of  a  foot ;  and  have  known  men  to  sail  around 
their  kitchens  in  pursuit  of  their  dinners,  and  coast  along  the  shores  of  their  cellars  in  tubs,  for 
their  winter's  wood !"  In  the  City  Physician's  Report  on  the  Cholera  in  Boston,  in  1849,  we 
find  that  **  one  cellar  was  reported  to  the  police,  to  be  occupied  nightly,  as  a  sleeping  apart- 
ment, by  thirty-nine  persons !  In  another,  the  tide  had  arisen  so  high  that  it  was  necessary  to 
approach  the  bedside  of  a  patient,  by  means  of  a  plank,  which  was  placed  from  one  stool  to 
another,  while  the  dead  body  of  an  infant  was  actually  tailing  about  the  room  in  its  coffin  !" 

*  Annual  Address  on  Public  Health,  before  the  Medical  Society  and  Legislature  of  New 
York,  by  A.  H.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  L.L.  D.    Assembly  Uocumeot,  No.  174.    1850. 
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part  of  summer  and  the  early  part  of  autumn,  particularly  the 
months  of  August  and  September,  are  by  far  the  most  fatal.  The 
laws  of  mortality,  as  exhibited  in  our  records,  teach  us  that  the 
chances  of  surviving  the  months  above  named,  are  not  one  half 
as  great  as  those  of  any  month  in  the  year.  It  is  true,  placement 
furnishes  some  modification,  for  in  densely  populated  neighbor- 
hoods the  disproportion  is  very  much  greater  than  this  even. 
This  informs  us  at  what  particular  season  the  subject  of  sanitary 
improvement  should  receive  increased  attention. 

Fifthly, — It  is  also  evident  from  a  large  array  of  facts,  without 
any  per  contra^  that  th«  innocent  young,  who    have    not   the 
knowledge  or  power  to  appeal  for  themselves,  suffer  enormously 
beyond  their  due  proportion   tke   penalty   of  sanitary   neglect. 
Of  all  those  who  died  in  the  cities,  nearly  one-third  (31.79  per 
cent.,  page  116,)  had  not  lived  two  years,  and  one  half,  (49.81 
per  cent.)  were  not  yet  ten  years  of  age.     In  the  whole  Slate 
more  than  a  quarter  (28.73  per  cent.)  of  the  mortality  was  among 
those  under  two  years  old,  while  nine  out  of  every  twenty  (45.11 
per  cent.)  were  under  ten.     This  shows  in  some  degree,  tit  whose 
behalf  the  subject  should  receive  earnest  attention.     And  it  may 
be  proper  to  add, — 

Sixthly, — Says  the  late  sagacious  Dr.  Rush :  "  To  all  natural 
evil  the  Author  of  Nature  has  kindly  prepared  an  antidote.     Pes- 
tilential fevers  furnish  no  exception  of  this  remark.     The  means 
of  preventing  them  are  as  much  under  the  power  of  human  rea- 
son and  industry  as  the  means  of  preventing  the  evils  of  light- 
ning and  common  fire.     I  am  so  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  this 
opinion  that  I  look  for  the  time  when  our  courts  of  law  shall 
punish  cities  and  villages  for  permitting  any  of  the  sources  of 
malignant  fevers  to  exist  within  their  jurisdiction."     The  General 
Board  of  Health  in  England,  with  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  (better 
known  here  as  Lord  Morpeth)  at  its  head,  say :  "  The   British 
Parliament  has  legislated  on  the  conclusion,  submitted  with  an 
accumulation  of  demonstrable  evidence,  that  the  causes  of  epi- 
demic, endemic  and  contagious  diseases  are  removable,  and  that 
the  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  constituted  authorities  to  remove 
such  causes,  as  far  as  they  are  obviously  within  their  control   is  a 
punishable  offence.     The  foundation  which  the  legislature  has 
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thus  laid  for  the  physical  and  consequently  for  the  moral  im- 
provement of  the  people,  is  recognized.  Half  a  century  ago,  it 
was  said  by  a  great  physician  and  philanthropist,  that  the  time 
would  come  when  the  legislature  would  punish  communities  for 
neglecting  the  known  means  of  preserving  the  public  health,  and 
that  prediction  the  British  Parliament  has  been  the  first  to  real- 
ize."* This  indicates  where  the  moving  power  lies,  for  establish- 
ing sanitary  improvements,  and,  with  the  preceding  remarks,  in- 
timates a  line  of  procedure. 

Disease. — An  important  service  would  be  rendered,  could  the 
amount  of  disability,  and  consequent  diminution  of  the  physical 
power  and  productive  resources  of  the  Commonwealth,  be  drawn 
from  the  records.  In  England,  amd  on  the  Continent,  large  atten- 
tion has  been  given  to  the  subject  of  Public  Health.  Among 
other  points,  they  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  proportion 
which  the  deaths  bear  to  the  sick.  Their  conclusions  tally  with 
those  from  investigations  at  home.  Admitting  the  testimony  of 
our  transatlantic  neighbors  as  corroborative  of  facts  here,  and  it 
appears  in  evidence,  that,  at  a  moderate  estimate,  there  are  twenty 
cases  of  sickness  to  one  death,  and  that  the  average  duration  of 
these  was  one-tenth  of  a  year.  This  would  give  for  each  of  the 
years  1848  and  1849,  400,000  attacks  of  sickness,  equalling 
40,000  constantly  sick.  Of  these,  upon  the  admitted  estimation, 
80,000  cases  of  sickness,  equalling  an  average  of  8000  constantly 
sick,  were  unnecessary,  as  they  might  have  been  prevented  by 
the  operation  of  proper  health  measures. 

Health. — Says  His  Excellency  Governor  Boutwell :  "  How 
much  of  human  happiness  and  how  little  of  human  misery  are 
associated  with  these  words !  [Health  and  Home.]  Health — no 
learning,  wealth,  influence,  fame  or  success  in  life,  will  compen- 
sate us  for  its  loss ;  and  when  lost  there  is  no  learning,  wealth, 
fame,  influence  or  success,  which  we  value  in  comparison  with  it. 
We  are  constituted,  not  only  with  a  personal  desire  for  health,  but 
with  a  keen,  admiring  sense  of  its  existence  in  others."! 

*  Report  of  the  GeDeral  Board  of  Health  on  Quarantine,  presented  to  both  Homes  of  Parlia- 
ment, by  command  of  Her  Majesty,  1849.  The  Public  Health  act,  here  alluded  to,  went  into 
force  Aogost  31, 1849,  and  within  a  few  months  Liverpool  alone  closed  about  8000  ceilan  and 
condemned  about  2000  filthy  houses. 

t  Address  at  the  Middlesex  Agpricultural  Fair,  1850. 
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We  ba^e  noticed  the  excessive  mortality,  and  hinted  upon  the 
opinion  of  those  who  have  made  large  investigations,  that  it  was 
unnecessarily  high.  The  standard  of  public  health  among  those 
who  do  not  consider  themselves  actually  sick,  undoubtedly  varies, 
in  some  degree,  in  accordance  with  the  degree  of  mortality  in  the 
community.  The  same  measures  which  would  avoid  great  mor^ 
tality,  and  prevent  disease,  would,  on  the  same  principle,  also, 
elevate  the  degree  of  health,  and  increase  the  vital  powers  and 
productive  force.  '^  Under  the  most  favorable  circumstances," 
says  Dr.  Ware,  President  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  <'  where 
there  is  neither  depreciation  of  health  nor  abridgment  of  life,  the 
annual  income  might  be  more  than  doubled,  and  the  comfort  and 
happiness,  moral  dignity  and  intellectual  power  of  the  Common- 
wealth, might  be  increased  in  proportion."  In  the  preceding 
pages,  therefore,  lie  many  suggestions  of  the  highest  importance 
to  our  fellow-citizens,  which  earnestly  commend  themselves  to 
the  calm  but  operative  consideration  of  the  philanthropist,  the 
political  economist,  and  the  sagacious  statesman. 
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It  has  been  the  custom  in  former  reports,  to  insert  more  or  less  copious  extraetB 
from  the  notes  of  City  and  Town  Clerks,  which  accompanied  their  returns.  It  is 
proposed  in  the  present  instance  simply  to  notice,  with  suitable  brevity,  the  points 
of  incompleteness  found  to  prevail  in  some  of  the  returns;  This  is  done  with  the 
double  purpose  of  informing  the  interested  who  may  make  use  of  the  various  facts 
embraced  in  this  Report ;  and  to  furnish  some  hints  to  those  whom  the  laws  re- 
quire to  make  the  returns. 

We  have  stated  that  the  records  forwarded  to  this  office,  of  late,  are  more  fidl 
and  complete  than  formerly ;  yet  there  is  still  room  for  some  improvements,  as 
will  be  observed.  Although  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  registrars  and  clerks 
will  give  the  scientific  names  to  all  the  Causes  of  Death,  yet  some  improvements 
might  be  made  in  this  particular.  We  have  found  in  the  returns  a  wide  range, 
from  the  most  professional  technicalities  to  the  most  common  place  names,  given 
as  diseases, — ^from  DoUdneniariHi  and  CtrtbrQ^memngUis,  to  CoUery  and  Infor- 
wiaiion  of  the  Brcdns,  In  the  i^esent  returns,  the  place  of  death,  and  some 
other  items,  have  been  required,  which  were  not  sought  by  the  former  blanks.  In 
this  way,  many  who  died  in  one  town  and  were  buried  in  another,  have  been  de- 
tected in  the  returns  from  both  towns,  and  rejected  in  our  abstracts  of  the  returns 
from  that  town  where  they  did  not  reside. 

Several  of  the  towns  also  gave  the  record  of  events  of  past  years,  in  some  in- 
stances going  back  as  far  as  1816.  All  such  of  course  were  omitted  in  this 
Report  The  actual  number  of  different  individuals  who  were  either  bom,  mar- 
ried, or  died  within  the  twenty  months,  and  coming  legitimately  in  this  Report, 
besides  those  giving  information  of  nativity,  parentage,  dtc,  was  90,810.  Much 
time  and  labor  would  have  been  saved  had  these  been  recorded  in  the  datal  order 
of  the  events.  Instead  of  which,  however,  it  was  almost  universally  the  case  that 
they  were  inserted  on  the  records,  not  only  without  any  sort  of  order  as  to  months, 
but  the  two  years  were  also  intermingled,  exhibiting  the  whole  twenty  months  in 
nearly  every  possible  degree  of  combination  and  confusion.  Below,  we  designate 
some  other  particulais. 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

All  the  towns  in  this  camtf  are  represented  in  the  returns,  except  BarrutabU^ 
which  made  no  returns  of  deaths  in  1849,  and  Dennis,  which  has  neglected  to 
make  returns  of  either  births,  marriages  or  deaths  since  1844. 

Krths. — ^Returns  generally  good — names  omitted  in  some  towns,  especially 
Harwich,  Provincetown,  and  Traio.  Only  one  birth  in  the  whde  county  whose 
sex  is  not  stated  in  1848,  and  one  in  1849. 

Marriage s.^>Records  defective  as  to  ages  in  the  towns  of  Barnstable  and 
Sandwich,  and  entirely  wanting  in  Wellfleet  The  latter  town  is  also  very  de- 
ficient in  dates  and  other  particulars. 
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Deaths. In  1849,  the  agea  of  all  but  13  in  the  county  are  etated  ;  and  ihc 

diseases  of  all  but  37  in  1848,  and  28  in  1849.  These  latter  occurred  principally 
in  Harwich,  Orleans,  and  Sandwich.  Sex  woa  omitted  in  2  instances  in  1648, 
and  15  in  1849, — of  which  13  were  in  Chatham,  and  moetly  under  five  years  of 

age. 

BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 

The  Registration  Law  has  never  reached  the  town  of  CheMrtj  as  they  hiw 
made  no  returns  to  this  office  since  its  first  enactment  in  1842.  SosUm  Comer 
has  never  made  any  returns  excepting  of  births  in  1849.  Aetr  •^sh/brd  made  no 
returns  in  1848. 

Births. — Clarksburg  and  New  Ashford  made  no  returns  of  births  in  1&I9. 
jSSbt  IB  stated  in  all  cases  but  3  in  1848,  (which  were  in  Hinsdale,)  and  1  in  1S49. 
Parentage  is  neglected  too  much  in  Hinsdale,  Monterey,  Otis,  West  Stockbridge 
and  WiUiamstown,  and  is  wanting  altogether  in  the  town  of  Stockbridge,  but  by 
oversight  were  inserted  as  American  in  pages  3  and  17  of  this  Report. 

Marriages. — Ashford,  Florida,  Hancock,  Peru,  Stockbridge,  and  West  Stock- 
bridge,  made  no  return  of  marriages  in  1848 ;  and  Clarksburg,  Mount  Washing- 
ton,  Peru,  Richmond  and  Stockbridge  made  none  in  1849.  •^ges  were  not  stated 
fully  in  Great  Barrington,  Lee  and  Sandisfied.  MAitfUy  not  noted  at  all  in  Savoy. 

Deaths. — GeneraUy  more  complete  than  births  and  marriages.  Sex  is  stated 
in  all  instances  but  10  in  1848,  and  5  in  1849.  •%»  omitted  in  20  cases  in  1649. 
Diseases  not  stated  in  36  cases  in  1848,  and  69  in  1849,  an  undue  proportioD  of 
which  were  in  Adams  and  Pittsfield«  Otis  reported  but  one  death  in  1849,  and  is 
doubtless  very  imperfect 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

With  the  exception  of  BerkUy,  which  omitted  marriages  in  1848,  eveiy  town  in 
this  county  is  represented  in  the  returns. 

Births. — Generally  complete  and  full  returns.  iSSez  defined  in  every  instance 
in  1848,  and  all  but  7  in  1849.  Parentage  not  so  fiilly  stated  in  1848  as  in  1849. 
The  towns  most  deficient  in  this  particular  are  Fall  River,  Pawtucket  and  Taunton. 

Marriages. — ^In  nearly  all  of  the  towns,  and  especially  in  Dighton,  New  Bed- 
ford, Pawtucket,  Raynham,  Rehoboth,  Seekonk,  and  Taunton,  the  records  are 
defective  as  to  ages.  Several  towns  also  omit  to  state  whether  the  marriage  was 
a  first,  or  subsequent  one.  But  few  towns  in  the  county  have  specified  the  naiivihf 
of  tliosc  married.  A  curious  difficulty  occurs  in  Fall  River.  The  CathoLic 
Church  stands  on  the  state  line,  and  that  part  of  it  where  the  marriage  ceremony 
is  performed.  Lb  in  the  state  of  Rhode  Isluid.  The  laws  of  Massachusetts  are  not 
construed  to  reach  these  cases,  although  they  are  citizens  of  Fall  River. 

Deaths. — ^The  cause  of  death  was  not  stated  in  65  cases  in  1848,  and  127 
cases  in  1849.  These  occurred  mostly  in  Mansfield  and  Taunton,  which  were 
grossly  deficient  in  this  respect  A  disproportionately  large  number  of  those 
whose  sex  was  not  stated  are  also  found  in  Mansfield. 

DUKES  COUNTY. 

Births. — Of  the  164  births  in  Dukes  Coon^,  daring  the  twenty  nioDths,  158 
were  of  American  parentage,  3  of  foreign,  and  3  unknown. 
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Marriages  were  omitted  in  1848  in  Edgartoxon. 

Deaths. — No  retains  were  received  from  Ckilmark  in  1849. 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Every  town  in  this  county  made  returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  births  of  1848  in  Lynnjield.  The  new  town  of  Grove- 
landwBS  incorporated  in  1850,  and  taken  from  Bradford. 

Births. — Sex  was  specified  in  all  but  3  cases  in  1848,  and  11  in  1849.  Of  the 
latter,  8  occurred  in  Rockport  Pccrentage  too  much  neglected  in  Amesbury, 
Methuen  and  Wenham ;  and  altogether  omitted  in  Georgetown  in  1848,  and  Sau- 
gus  in  1848  and  1849. 

Marriages. — ^The  natwiiy  was  not  stated  as  fully  as  desirable  in  Amesbury, 
Andover,  Haverhill,  Lawrence,  Lynn,  Salisbury,  Topsfield  and  Wenham.  The 
age3  of  parties  married  presents  the  greatest  deficiency  in  this  county.  Among 
the  worst  in  this  respect  are  the  returns  from  Lawrence  and  Salem.  The  city  of 
Sal^m  is  extremely  deficient  in  almost  every  point  of  information  required  by  law. 
The  ages  are  stated  in  only  13  instances  out  of  269  marriages  in  this  city,  during 
the  period  of  this  Report 

Deaths. — There  were  12  deaths  in  1848  and  26  in  1849  whose  sex  was  not 
specified,  an  undue  proportion  of  which  were  in  Methuen  and  Salem,  •^ges  were 
omitted  in  19  cases  in  1848,  and  49  in  1849.  The  greatest  number  of  these 
which  occurred  in  any  one  town  was  7  in  Gloucester.  The  number  in  the  county 
whose  disease  was  not  stated,  was  41  in  1848  and  86  in  1849.  No  town  however 
contained  over  4  of  them,  except  Newbury,  in  which  12  occurred. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

This  county  has  generally  been  the  most  negligent  part  of  the  State  in  com- 
plying with  the  law ;  and  the  period  covered  by  this  Report  forms  no  exception  in 
point  of  deficiency.  Conway  made  returns  of  births  only,  for  this  Report,  which 
is  the  only  return  received  from  that  place  since  1844.  Detrjidd  neglected  to 
make  returns  of  births  in  1848  and  1849.  Hcadey  returned  no  marriages.  Heath 
returned  births  for  1849,  which  is  the  only  record  received  from  that  town  for  two 
or  three  years.  Leyden  returned  no  births  in  1849.  Munroe  made  no  returns  at 
all  in  1848,  and  says  there  were  no  marriages  in  1849.  Montague  returned  no 
marriages  in  1848,  and  Bowe  none  in  1848  or  1849,  nor  has  it  since  1845. 

Births. — Sex  is  not  specified  in  14  cases  in  1848,  and  21  cases  in  1849.  Most 
of  these  occurred  in  Montague  and  Northfield.  Parentage  is  not  stated  at  all  in 
Greenfield,  and  the  records  are  too  meagre  in  Hawley  and  Montague.  It  is  also 
omitted  in  Warwick  in  1848. 

Marriages. — Jiges  are  omitted  in  Northfield  more  than  in  any  other  town. 

Deaths. — Sex^  omitted  in  22  cases  in  1848,  and  13  in  1849.  Those  of  the 
former  period  were  principally  in  Northfield.  Age  was  omitted  in  22  cases  in 
1848,  and  31  in  1849.  Of  the  latter,  14  were  in  Northfield.  Disease  was  omitted 
in  77  cases  in  1848,  and  74  in  1849.  These  were  mostly  in  Greenfield,  where 
there  was  not  the  record  of  a  single  death  accompanied  with  its  cause.  Hawley, 
Leverett  and  Warwick,  were  also  very  deficient  in  this  particular. 


128  EIGHTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 

HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 

Aside  from  Montgomery  and  RusaeU,  which  made  no  return  of  marriages  ia 

1848,  Hampden  County  is  fully  represented. 

The  new  town  of  Holyoke  waa  incorporated  in  1850,  and  was  formerly  a  put 
of  West  Springfield. 

Births. — Stx  and  prntntage  were  more  neglected  in  Palmer  than  in  any  other 
town.    In  Wilbraham,  also,  the  latter  did  not  receive  due  attention. 

Marriages. — *^ges,  occupation  of  groom  and  place  of  birth,  almost  entirely 
wanting  in  Chicopee  and  Springfield,  .^e,  also,  omitted  very  often  in  Ijidlov, 
West  Springfield  and  Wilbraham. 

Deaths. — Sex  was  not  specified  in  5  cases  in  1848,  and  12  in  1849,  which  ii 
about  one  per  cent,  ^ge  was  omitted  in  6  cases  in  1848,  and  24  in  1849,  mott 
of  which  were  in  Palmer  and  West  Springfield.  The  dUettse  was  not  stated  m 
22  cases  in  1848,  and  67  in  1849.  Of  these  latter,  22  were  in  Chicopee,  and  13  ia 
Westfield. 

HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Records  of  marriages  are  wanting  in  1848,  from  East  Hampton  and  Piain/idL 
All  other  towns  in  this  county  are  represented. 

Births. — Sex  is  stated  in  all  but  3  instances  in  1848,  and  6  in  1849.  PanaJtagi 
is  neglected  entirely  in  Enfield  and  Southampton. 

Marriages. — JSTatmiy  is  omitted  in  Southampton  and  Worthington.  •%€  ii 
too  often  omitted  in  Northampton,  Pelham,  Ware  and  Southampton. 

Deaths. — Returns  of  deaths  were  generally  complete  froni  all  the  towv,  na- 
less  we  except,  perhaps,  South  Hadley,  where  the  age$  of  10,  and  the  aer  of  4 
were  omitted.  The  cause  of  death  was  given  in  all  but  17  cases  in  1818,  and 
25  m  1849. 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

BiUerica  and  Stow  made  no  returns  of  deaths  in  1848,  and  lAtUeUm  none  of 
birtlis  in  1849.    Otherwise,  the  county  is  fully  represented. 

The  new  towns  of  Melrose  and  Winchester  were  incorporated  in  1850.  The 
former  was  taken  from  Maiden,  and  the  latter  from  Medford,  West  Cambridge  aod 
Wobum. 

Births. — In  1848  the  8tx  was  stated  in  aU  but  15  cases,  and  in  all  but  52  is 

1849.  The  largest  proportion  of  these  in  both  years,  were  found  in  Charlestovi 
and  Framingham.  The  parentage  was  not  specified  with  sufficient  compieteiM* 
in  Cambridge  and  Charlestown,  and  it  was  entirely  neglected  in  Concord  ani 
West  Cambridge. 

Marriages. — JVativity  was  too  much  neglected  in  the  returns  of  many  towiHL 
In  Lowell  the  number  whose  nativity  is  unknown  should  be  114,  instead  of  11^ 
on  page  23.  The  ages,  and  whether  first  or  subsequent  marriage,  received  too 
little  attention  in  Acton,  Cambridge,  Charlestown,  Framingham,  Lowell,  Newton 
and  Somerville. 

Deaths. — Sex  was  not  stated  in  52  cases  in  1848,  and  28  cases  in  1849,  ai 
undue  proportion  of  which  were  in  Acton,  Newton,  Peppercll,  and  South  Readinf  . 
The  a'ge$  were  undefined  in  49  ca^es  in  )848,  ani)  35  in  1849.    More  than  half  of 
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the  latter  were  In  South  Reading  and  Stoneham.  The  number  whose  aged  are 
known,  in  South  Reading,  page  23,  should  be  53  instead  of  33,  as  there  given. 
DUeoHs  were  omitted  in  98  instances  in  1848,  and  159  in  1849.  Of  the  latter 
43  were  in  Cambridge,  and  36  in  Lowell.  Other  towns,  deficient  in  this  particu* 
lar,  were  DracBt,  lialden,  and  Newton. 

NANTUCKET  COUNTY. 

Births. — Of  the  208  births  in  Nantucket,  in  1848  and  1849,  both  parents  weri 
natives  of  tiMit  island  in  200  cases. 

NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Returns  were  received  from  the  whole  of  this  county  except  those  of  deaths,  in 

1848,  from  the  town  of  Braintree. 

Births. — lliere  were  5  births  in  1848,  and  12  in  1849,  whose  gex  was  not 
stated.  In  both  years  Dorchester  furnished  about  one  half  of  these.  Pareniagt 
was  too  much  neglected  in  Quincy  and  Roxbory,  and  entirely  omitted  in  Sharon, 
Stoughton,  and  Wrentham. 

MARRiAeES^-^-bA/blMTtfy  was  too  muck  neglected  in  Dorchester  and  Roxbury^ 
and  wanting  in  the  returns  from  Sharon.  The  record  of  ages  was  imperfect  from 
Milton,  Quincy,  and  Roxbuiy. 

Deaths. — Sex  was  stated  in  all  but  11  cases  in  1848,  and  13  in  1849.  Quincy 
was  the  most  deficient  in  the  former  year,  and  Roxbury  in  the  latter.  The  agu 
were  stated  in  all  but  22  cases  in  1848,  and  23  in  1849.  DUeasa  were  omitted 
ID  24  cases  in  1848,  and  64  is  1849 ;  of  which  22  were  in  the  returns  &oal 
Roxbury. 

In  the  return  firom  Cohasset  the  clerk  says :  **  On  the  7th  of  October,  1849,  the 
brig  St  Johns  was  wrecked  ckd  our  shore,  and  about  100  lives  were  lost ;  50  bodies 
of  which  have  been  collected  and  buried  in  our  burying  ground — some  in  Scituate 
some  in  Hull,  and  Boston.**    These  have  been  omitted  in  this  Report 

PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

HuU  made  no  returns  of  marriages  in  1848,  or  of  deaths  in  1849.  Perhaps 
there  were  none.    Otherwise  the  county  is  complete. 

Births. — Sex  was  omitted  in  13  cases  in  1848,  and  15  cases  in  1849.  Of 
those  of  the  former  year  11  were  in  Plymouth ;  13  of  the  latter  were  also  in  the 
same  town.    Pareniagt  was  omitted  in  Bridgewater  and  Middleborough. 

MARRiAexs.-^JVaffi7dy  was  omitted  in  Middleborough,  as  was  also  age,  and  in 
Plymouth. 

Deaths. — iSb;  was  stated  in  all  but  5  cases  in  1848,  and  2  in  1849.  ,^ge  in 
all  but  10  in  the  former  year,  and  21  in  the  latter,  most  of  which  were  in  Middle- 
borough and  Scituate.    The  diteases  were  omitted  in  50  cases  in  1848,  and  79  ai 

1849,  of  which  Abington  contributed  the  most 

Scituate  returned  8  as  ^  passengers  in  the  ill  fated  St  Johns,  wrecked  on  Co- 
hasset Rocks.** 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

This  county  was  never  complete  until  1849 — ^the  city  of  Boston  never  having 
complied  with  the  law  prior  to  that  time. 

17 
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BiaTHS. — On  page  26  a  mistake  &f  10  will  be  found  in  the  retumi  from  Boitoii. 
The  number  of  females  should  have  been  2398  instead  of  2388.  This  conectin 
should  be  made  to  increase  the  total  to  4396,  which  is  135  less  than  in  the  Report 
of  the  City  Registrar,  (City  Document,  No.  4,  1850.)  The  discrepancy  ahiei 
fiom  the  fact  that  those  births  recorded  in  Boston  which  occurred  out  of  the  citj, 
and  in  some  other  town,  were  rejected  in  our  Report 

Marriages  also  exhibit  a  discrepancy  with  the  City  Registrar's  Report  of 
Boston.  This  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  latter  gives  the  number  of  **  mm^ 
riage  intentions,  &om  July  12  to  December  31, 1849,"  while  their  returns  to  this 
office  give  the  marriages  registered  from  January  1  to  December  31, 1849. 

Deaths. — In  Boston  the  City  Registrar  gives  5079  deaths  in  1849.  This  Re- 
port shows  only  5071.  Some  diflfcrence  will  be  found,  also,  in  the  number  for 
each  month,  which  Lb  attributable  to  the  fact  that  the  city  reports  monthly  the 
number,  according  to  the  date  the  returns  come  to  their  office.  This  Report 
complies  with  the  date  of  death. 

WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Returns  have  been  received  from  all  the  towns  of  this  county,  except  Dtma  isd 
Upton.  The  former  of  these  has  made  no  return  since  1847,  nor  the  latter  lince 
1845.  Auburn  and  Boylston  omitted  marriages  in  1848.  The  new  town  of 
Clinton  was  incorporated  in  1850,  and  was  formerly  a  village  of  Lancaster. 

Births. — Sex  is  stated  in  all  but  6  cases  in  1845,  and  26  in  1849,  the  major  por- 
tion of  which,  in  each  year,  were  in  Winchendon.  The  records  are  very  imper- 
fect in  stating  parentage^  in  quite  a  large  number  of  towns,  and  nearly  wholly 
omitted  in  the  city  of  Worcester. 

Marriages. — Mxtiviiy  ia  defective  in  several  towns,  among  which  may  be 
named  Ashbumham,  Leominster,  Milford,  Northborough,  Northbridge,  South- 
bridge,  and  Templeton.  The  ages  are  uncommonly  eomplete,  no  special  defects 
being  observed  in  the  county. 

Deaths. — iSb;  is  not  specified  in  23  cases  in  each  year.  Age  is  unstated  in 
26  cases  in  1848,  and  36  in  1849.  Of  the  latter,  Lancaster  furnished  the  greatest 
proportion.  The  cause  of  death  was  omitted  in  104  instances  in  1848,  and  96  in 
1849.  A  large  number  of  these  occurred  also  in  Lancaster,  whose  records  went 
back  to  the  year  1816. 

On  page  63  will  be  found  some  deaths  attributed  to  an  ^  unknown  epidemic" 
These  were  thus  returned  from  Sutton  and  occurred  in  the  spring  of  1849.  It  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  very  severe  form  of  inflammation  of  the  membranes  of  the 
brain  and  spinal  cord.  The  suddenness  with  which  it  terminated  &tal]y  was  a 
just  cause  of  alarm.  A  similar  epidemic  is  said  to  have  raged  to  a  frightful  ex- 
tent, among  the  soldiers  of  the  French  army  at  Versailles,  Avingnon  and  Metx,  in 
1839 ;  and  especially  at  Strasburg,  in  1840  and  1841. 


Erratum.— On  page  106,  eighth  line  from  Uie  bottom,  for  SS6,  read  2SS. 
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